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The Anna Carr Homestead, built in 1907, is a one story sod house with a wood
rear addition. The Carrs cut the sod from the surrounding prairie in strips of about
one and a half feet square and eight inches high. They then stacked them to form

walls seven feet tall. The structure is now abandoned and is located in the north-
west part of town.

-Originally the residence had a flat roof and measured fifteen by twenty feet
with a small attached back area (8 x 10 feet). The Carr family put up an addition
to the west to serve as a post office; this was torn down around 1910 when the house
no longer was used for this purpose. During the early 1920's the home underwent its
major changes which included.stuccoing, erecting a medium pitched gable roof, build-
ing a large addition on the northeast corner and lengthening the windows.

With the addition the house% shape took on that of an inverted L. This new
portion is in much worse condition than the original. Other changes included a wood
back addition and shingling the roof with asphalt shingles. However, no dates could
be established for these alterations.

The structures front facade's opening consists of a door that is set back from
the plane of the wall and is three paneled with the upper portion being glass and a
three sashed, double hung window. Both of these are about equal distance from the
building's center. Each other facade or portion of the structure has only one window.

At present, the Perkins County Historical Society p]ans on restoring the original
sod house and demolishing all additions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mrs. Anna Carr's Homestead is one of the few sod houses remaining
in South Dakota. It is significant because it typifies the vernacular
architecture erected during the early years of homesteading in the state.
The building is also important as an example of a farm residence in this
area of the state. This site should be placed on the Register because it
is a speciman of what homesteader's sod houses were like.

The home was built in May of 1907, and in October of that year it
became utilized as the first post office in the county; later a sod addi-
tion was made for the postal work. Mrs. Anna Carr was the first post-
master, a title she held until 1910 when she resigned and her son George
Carr, the founder of Bison, took over those duties. At this time, he had
the post office transferred to his frame store. This led to the sod
addition to eventually be torn down. The Carrs also moved their residence
to one of the city's finer homes.

The simplicity and strength of this house have withstood the test
of time and attest to the skill of which the homesteaders built their
dwellings. It is a reminder of the hardships they endured in the set-
ling of this area. A local civic club is planning to restore this
structure to commenorate their ancestors and the pioneers of Perkins
County, South Dakota.
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