
S.C. District #3 
Rep. W. J. Bryan Dorn Theme (9): Society and Social Conscience

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(type an emries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

South Carolina
COUNTY:

Anderson
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

lit f^»U £ >"  OO t3i5~~ 6T^/) /
'^^^^ *'m<m

COMMON:

Woodburn
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET .NO NUMBER: At end Qf WoQdburn Road ilt town

Carolina about 1 1/2 miles from town square.
CITY OR TOWN: . *

, \ I f-

- Pendleton- - - ,
STATE , 1 CODE COUNTY:

South Carolina 29670 i 41 Anc
[1: CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One).

Q] District ' (vl Building Cfi Public Public Acquisition: 
 " a VT 

G Site Q Structure H Private   D ln Process

C] Object CD Both | | Being Considerec

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Agricultural | | Government Q Park 

(33 Commercial CD Industrial Q Private Residence 

[^] Educational Cl Mi itary Q Religious 

I | Entertainment (HI Museum Q Scientific

of Pendleton, South

CODE

Lerson OCff £*

STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

O Occupied Yes:

i   lit -j S Restricted
LJJ| Unoccupied '-**
r-=ir> . i \~] Unrestricted 
1X1 Preservation work  

in progress '   '

O Transportation 1 1 Comments 

|^| Other (Specify)

Restoration
underway, . ^^

f|,£^i^ERpF PROPERTY , ;:

Wi

OWNER'S NAME:

Foundation for Historic Restoration in Pendleton A **
STREET AND NUMBER:

P. 0. Box 444
CITY OR TOWN: STA1

Pendleton Sc
LOCAf JON Q£ LEGAL DESCRIPTION

rE: COOE

>uth Carolina 4S

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Anderson County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Anderson Town Square
Cl TY OR TOWN: STA1

Anderson Sc

pi 'Ii;:N'f$g;^f;A;ft&N IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey

I"E CODE

mth Carolina x ' •\.'1 ' /

A,.:/' ,.pPff^|t,y J

, "~i r f/-' -^"

DATE OF SURVEY: MapcJi 1963 S Federal D State Q Cc^t,y Q. lf.fCv[\ f

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress 735.C4H5
STREET AND NUMBER:

Clemson University Library, item 68-14
CITY OR TOWN: STAT

Washington, D. C. and Clemson

\ '   >,('!, ; ' -', i

-->4>. ;-> -'''
E: CODE

South Carolina 45

U)

s^ 
^

TA 

0

1

COUN TY:

ENTR

Y NUMBER

0

m

Tl

O
73
Z

C 
t/1 
rn
O
Z r-
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Large plantation home; H-story; two huge front porches, one 
directly above other* Two double French doors open from both front 
drawing rooms. Wide outside window and door moldings, deeply fluted 
with Greek-key designs. Similar window and door-corner moldings in 
drawing rooms contain the federal star. Two front bedrooms on third 
floor have modified windows which open as doors. On second level, 
large porch extends across back of house with stair leading to 
herringbone brick terrace below« Beneath is double cistern 25* X 8' X 8'

Former "widow's walk" with benches has been removed from top of 
house. Other features include a first floor dining room; several 
large pantries; cupboards with framed glass doors; stair halls, one 
above the other, on all three levels; nine fireplaces.

Woodburn is situated on a promontory with view of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and panoramic view of country side. Property is bounded by 
Clemson University on three sides and reached by Woodburn Road, original 
lane leading from town of Pendleton.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Woodburn is significant historically, architecturally, and 
culturally. Built in early 1800s by Charles Cotesworth Pinckney 
(1789-1865), who was born while his father was governor of South 
Carolina. Named for his famous uncle, who was one of authors of 
U. S. Constitution and twice a candidate for President of U. S* 
He, himself, became S. C, Lieutenant Governor in 1833; was member 
of Nullification Convention in 1832. Graduated from Harvard 
University, studied law, but became a large planter, cultivating 
over 2,000 acres of rice on several plantations. Leader in 
education: trustee of South Carolina College, College of 
Charleston, and of Charleston Orphans Home. His father, Thomas 
Pinckney, was one of greatest agriculturalists of his day. Family 
continued its prominence in Pinckney descendants who were authors, 
military and civic leaders, and ministers, one of whom became an 
Episcopal Bishop.

House owned in later years by Adger and Smythe families. The 
Reverend Dr. John B. Adger was a son of wealthy Charleston parents. 
A Presbyterian Missionary to Armenia, he translated both the New 
Testament and Psalms into Armenian. He enlarged Woodburn in the 
early l850s£. Augustine Smythe, another early owner, created a 
model livestock farm, specializing in race horses and purebred 
cattle.

House reflects architecture of "Charleston type11 houses in Up 
Country. Many planters built summer homes in Pendleton to take 
advantage of open space and summer breezes, and Woodburn, with its 
large rooms, extremely high ceilings, and central hallways, is 
typical of the Charleston influence that is part of Pendleton v s 
character.

The restorers of Woodburn dedicated themselves in their charter 
MTo preserve, restore, and display again some of our cultural heritage; 
to recapture the spirit of great people, of fine living and a lovely 
home, to the end that we and those who come after us may experience 
again the virtues and greatness of those who lived before us."
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