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Large plantation home; H-story; two huge front porches, one 
directly above other* Two double French doors open from both front 
drawing rooms. Wide outside window and door moldings, deeply fluted 
with Greek-key designs. Similar window and door-corner moldings in 
drawing rooms contain the federal star. Two front bedrooms on third 
floor have modified windows which open as doors. On second level, 
large porch extends across back of house with stair leading to 
herringbone brick terrace below« Beneath is double cistern 25* X 8' X 8'

Former "widow's walk" with benches has been removed from top of 
house. Other features include a first floor dining room; several 
large pantries; cupboards with framed glass doors; stair halls, one 
above the other, on all three levels; nine fireplaces.

Woodburn is situated on a promontory with view of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and panoramic view of country side. Property is bounded by 
Clemson University on three sides and reached by Woodburn Road, original 
lane leading from town of Pendleton.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Woodburn is significant historically, architecturally, and 
culturally. Built in early 1800s by Charles Cotesworth Pinckney 
(1789-1865), who was born while his father was governor of South 
Carolina. Named for his famous uncle, who was one of authors of 
U. S. Constitution and twice a candidate for President of U. S* 
He, himself, became S. C, Lieutenant Governor in 1833; was member 
of Nullification Convention in 1832. Graduated from Harvard 
University, studied law, but became a large planter, cultivating 
over 2,000 acres of rice on several plantations. Leader in 
education: trustee of South Carolina College, College of 
Charleston, and of Charleston Orphans Home. His father, Thomas 
Pinckney, was one of greatest agriculturalists of his day. Family 
continued its prominence in Pinckney descendants who were authors, 
military and civic leaders, and ministers, one of whom became an 
Episcopal Bishop.

House owned in later years by Adger and Smythe families. The 
Reverend Dr. John B. Adger was a son of wealthy Charleston parents. 
A Presbyterian Missionary to Armenia, he translated both the New 
Testament and Psalms into Armenian. He enlarged Woodburn in the 
early l850s£. Augustine Smythe, another early owner, created a 
model livestock farm, specializing in race horses and purebred 
cattle.

House reflects architecture of "Charleston type11 houses in Up 
Country. Many planters built summer homes in Pendleton to take 
advantage of open space and summer breezes, and Woodburn, with its 
large rooms, extremely high ceilings, and central hallways, is 
typical of the Charleston influence that is part of Pendleton v s 
character.

The restorers of Woodburn dedicated themselves in their charter 
MTo preserve, restore, and display again some of our cultural heritage; 
to recapture the spirit of great people, of fine living and a lovely 
home, to the end that we and those who come after us may experience 
again the virtues and greatness of those who lived before us."
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