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Address 252 01d Connecticut Path

Historic Name Hopestill Bent Tavern

Use: Present Residence

Original Tavern

DESCRIPTION

Date ca., 1710

Source J.S. Dravper, "Location of

Homesteads'
Style 1st Period core/Federal ver-

nacular exterior
Architect . Unknown

Exterior Kall Fabt:"lt:  Clapboards

Outbuildings "Barn - rebuilt 1980s

after fire.

Major Alterations (with dates) A secocnd

one-over-one frame drawn up and
attached ca, 1800, 2-story addition

within L at rear - late 1980s
Condition Good

Moved part of it Date «ca. 1800

Acreage more than 1 acre

Setting residential street, adjacent

to Wayland Town House pool

Recorded by Anne Grady

Organizaticn Boston University

Date May 1986
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Office of the Secretary, Boston WAYLAND 110

Property Name Hopestill Bent

Tavern
Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued beow.
SI GN FI CANCE
The Hopestill Bent Tavern retains Integrity of location, design, materials,

and workmanship initsFirst Period frames which manifest distinctive
characteristics of design andconstructionunder Criterion C The joining
nmany years after constructionof twoseparate First Period franes
represents an occasional practice anong New Engl anders and has been noted
el sewhere in the survey area. Two nore distinctive features of the house
are the absence of a fireplace in oneupstairs chanber (noted in [ess than
half a dozen houses surveyed) andthe extent of the use of reused

material. Reused timbers were frequently enployed by First Period
carpenters, but usually in the attic or cellar. The anmount andlocation of
reused material inupstairs roonms sets the Hopestill Bent Tavern apart from
other buildings surveyed. The al | principal rafter roof |Is a variant roof
framng system found primarily in Mddlesex County.

EXTER (RDESCR PTI QN

The Hopestill Bent Tavern i s a twoandonehalf sto

structure, with arecent addition partially filling inthe ell. The
original house of c. 1710onthe site was a double cell building facing
west and conposed of the current south and northwest roonms andthe chimey
bay between. About 1800 a one over oneﬁlan building, also originatingi n
the First Period, was drawn up and attached t othe east side. The Federal
vernacul ar exterior of the house reflects the period that the structures
were joined. Regularly spaced andvertically aligned sash wi ndows have
simple, nolded andmitred architraves. The doorway on the south side has a
suggestion of pilasters and an entablature, while the doorway on the west
side has just the entablature. The perpendicular gable roofs are hipped
where they join toghether. Two chimeys pierce the roof—at the center
ridge of the original portion onthe west (areplacement of the original
chimey), and at the rear of the east part.

MAIQAR FI RST PER D FEATURES

First Period features inthe form of exposed, decorated framng nmenbers are
seen in the |obby, the west roons and chanbers, andthe east chanber. Sone
of the framng is reused material. Mst of the posts are of oak, while
sone horizontal beans, in particular those which are quirk-beaded, are

pi ne.

story, L-shaped clapboarded
|
I

In the southwest room the longitudinal summer beamhas for enbellishment a
suggestion of a quirked bead. The summer beami s reused; enpty |oist
pockets are visible along the sides. The chimey girt has a flat chanfer
and el aborate stops with lanb's tongue andflat collars cut on a diagonal
to form a deeper recess at the beginning of the lanb's tongue. These

el aborate stops are found oneither side of the sunmer beamand at t he
outer extremities of the chimmey girt. Thegirt is also a reused timber,
for a beamwi th simlar chanfers andstops is found in the cellar. The

1
Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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Tavern

Indicate eadi itemon inventory foimwhich i s being continued bel ow

cellar beamhas in addition enpty tusk tenon nortises. Joists in the
sout hwest room al so robaMg/ reused are of oak and have smal | flat
chanfers. They are spaced 21 inched on centers.

Wien the plaster ceiling of this roomwas renoved during a 20th century
restoration, the or|? nal ceiling was found bl ackened from snoke, but not
whi t ewashed. Possi b y, then, the ceiling was covered wth plaster fairly
qui ckly after construction (one hal f of the ce|I|n% retains the blackening
today). n the east side of the southwest room e girts of the tw
separate frames are seen spaced about a foot apart.

The triple run staircase appears to date from the original construction of
the house. Transitional in style, the staircase i s trimed with a nol ded
closed stringer, nolded hand rail and a turned newel post four inches in
diameter. The walls and soffit of the staircase are trimed Wlth vertica
feather-edged sheathing. Vertical feather-edged sheathin% also fills the
area between the handrail and stringer in the stairs to the attic.

In the northwest room there i sno sumer, joists span the entire ¢ 12
foot span. Posts and girts are unchanfered.

In the southwest chanber, the chimmey tie, sunmer tie, and the end tie beam
are al | softwood and have a suggestion of a quirked bead. The posts are of
oak and flat chanfered.

In the northwest chanber, the ceiling is plastered below the summer tie,
the end girt isquirk beaded. The inner wall of the roomi s entirely
covered with feather-edged sheathing as there isno fireplace.

In the chanber of the east portion of the house, that part drawn up and
attached c. 1800 the only evidence of First Period constructionis the
sunmer-tie beamwhich i s flat chanfered.

Each axis of the roof is framed with principal rafters approximately three
feet apart. Rafters over the west portion of the house (original to the
site) are bridle jointed at the ridge and are- bird nouthed but not pegged
over -ethe plates.

The roof of the added one over one plan frame appears to date from the
period when the franmes were Joined as principal rafters are nailed
t oget her.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

Raised-field paneling enmbellishes the fireplace wall in the southwest
chanber, while sinple Federal finishes, including a mantelpiece, trimthe
east room-

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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Indicate each item on inventory foim VAiich is being continued beow.
H STCR CAL | NFCRVATI ON

Hopestill Bent (1672-1725) hada tavern here about 1710. The tavern
continued i noperation until 1780.

REFERENCES

Hudson, Alfred S The Annals of Sudbury, \Wayland and Mavnard. 1891-
Janes S Draper Appendi x "Location of Homesteads" p.117 #19.

Staple to lnventory format bottom
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NRI' S Reference Nunber: 90000188 Date Listed: 03/09/90

Hopestill Bent Tavern M ddl esex NA
Property Nwune County State

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
Mul tiple Nane

This property islisted i ntheNational Register of Historic Places
in accordance with theattached nom nation docunentation subject
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendnents,
notwi thstanding the National Park Service certification included
in thenom nation docunentation.

gogX.g----- 03/ 09/ 90

ANAN Nanat ul A(M bf t he Keepw Date of Action
Arended Itens i n Nom nation:

Geographical Data: Acreage

The correct acreage i s 1.12.

This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MSHQ by
tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON: _ .
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wthout attachment)
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