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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Long Meadow is another early Hawkins County house which would 
require an extensive architectural study to determine the additions 
and adaptations it has seen since its construction in the late 
eighteenth century.

Located in a natural meadow known for its rich soil, the house is 
near a country road, but almost hidden by tall trees and boxwood. 
With its double front porch and bay at one end, it first appears 
to be a farmhouse of the last half of the nineteenth century. 
Looking closer, however, it becomes obvious that the log core of 
the structure is considerably earlier. According to tradition, 
numerous additions were built around an original one-room log 
house. Suggesting the early nineteenth century as a period when 
the property was enlarged are several log outbuildings near, and *" 
in some instances, abutting the back of the house. These include rn 

^ a smokehouse, kitchen, and slave quarters. Actually, this side 
of the house showing the relationship of the main structure to 
the outbuildings is the most interesting architectural feature 
of the property. The present appearance and use of this area 
indicates that it has changed little. Apart from the house is 
a log barn which, according to the present owner, was built after 
the Civil War.

The interior arrangement of rooms supports the theory that the 
house was built in several stages. Rooms are not connected by 
a formal plan, and are on various levels. Interior details are 
extremely simple. In the log section, panelling and beams are 
beaded.
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1. DESCRIPTION (Cont.)

Long Meadow, so named because of its natural terrain, has been the 
house of the Young family since its erection, which according to 
family tradition was around 1763. A one-room log cabin is said to 
have been built when William Young came from Virginia to Carter's 
Valley in 1762. Additions at various times have been made, probably 
in the early nineteenth century, giving it its present appearance of 

^ a Tennessee vernacular farmhouse of the mid-nineteenth century. A 
two-story front porch has been built across part of the front, with a 
two-story bay projecting out past the porch on the other end. The 
log portion has been sealed and weatherboarded, but the thickness of 
the walls is evident when the doors are open. The original room of 
logs which has a huge fireplace and which served as a nucleus for 
the additions, is now used as a living room. The additions at 
various times have resulted in floor levels that are uneven by one 
or two steps.

The original log kitchen and smokehouse are only a few steps from
the back door. A small log cabin built as servants' quarters is nearb
All of the outbuildings are in relatively good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William Young, the first owner of Long Meadow, was one of the 
earliest settlers in the Hawkins County region of upper east 
Tennessee. The exact date »f his arrival is disputed. Some 
local historians say that he arrived in the late 1770 T s. The 
family, as well as most others, claim that Young came from 
Virginia circa 1762 to stake out 1000 acres, then returned to 
Virginia to arrange for a land grant. Within a year or two, he, 
along with his wife, returned to his tract in Carter T s Valley, 
only to discover that it had been restaked. Young supposedly 
regained possession of the land in a fight. William T s son, John, 
is said to have been born at Long Meadow in July, 1763, and is 
thought to be the first white child born in Hawkins County.

The exact date of construction for the present log portion of the 
main structure is uncertain. Family history gives 1763-6M-. 
Although this would be difficult to document, it is certain that 
part of the house dates from the late eighteenth century. Like 
its architecture, the contents of the house, which include: many 
family pieces, represent almost two centuries. It is now occu­ 
pied by an elderly brother and sister.

Long Meadow is a good example of early Tennessee architecture, 
and is one of the oldest structur-esr^efflaining in the state.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (Cont.)

Because William Young came to the area before the establishment of 
Hawkins County, there have been found no deeds or land records to 
substantiate the family claims, accepted by most local historians, 
that the date of his settlement was 1762. Because of the additions, 
and because the log portion has been weatherboarded, it is difficult 
to try to study the building techniques. The original portion of 
Long Meadow is one of the oldest buildings remaining in Tennessee, 
and could possibly be the oldest. It is significant because of 
its place in the early settlement of Tennessee. Robert Young, a 
governor of Missouri, was born at Long Meadow,
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