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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

buildin
Three-story Gecggiqp”prigggbit&'é%uggg:coyered walls, Three steps

above street levelj; about 45 feet (five bays) wide and 43 feet (four bays)
deep. Windows have 19th century frames and light sash. First-story
windows have exterior paneled shutters; shutters of upper-floor windows
are louvered. Original appearance of street (east) facade greatly altered
in 1831-34 by construction of two story Regency style porcH?extending
over sidewalk.

Typical Charleston "double house” plan: bisecting center hall flanked
by pai¥ 6f Fooms on either side, Hall divided by arch at midpoint;
stairway in rear portion, against north partition wall. Plan repeated
on second floor, except center hall-extends only halfway and front
portion of house is divided into three-bay-wide drawing room and two-bay-
wide card.room. Third floor contains four bedrooms.

Walls of first two floors arc cypress paneled; firepla€es, back to
back, have elaborately carved Georgian mantels. Dividing arch in first
floor entrance hall and élaborate framing pilasters and entablature of
two wide folding doors opening into two front reception rooms were
added in 1831-34., Two flanking doorways were probably also widened to
present size then.

Large second floor drawing room in southeast (front) corner is most -
elaborately decorated room. Arched doorway flanked by fluted Corinthian
pilasters. Cypress paneling and tulip and mahogany in pilasters, fretwork,
and molding have had original coats of paint removed and now have natural
finish.

Interior of house restored during 1940s.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house was considered as a National Historic Landmark reflecting
signjficant-Gelenial architecture. It was built for William Branford,
a wealthy planter, in 1765-67, and is rated one of Charleston's finest
examples of a three-story brick Geoxgian townhouse, or ™double house."
“Im 180T it was purchased by Thomas Horry, who Kad married Branford's
daughter. His son, Elias Horry, president of the South Carolian Canal
and Railroad Company from 1831 to 1834, inherited the house and altered
it somewhat. The house was owned by the Horry family until 1853.
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