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OWNER'S N AME:

Mr. and Mrs. Beniamin Owens Geer, Jr.
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Gibb-e-s Art Gallery
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CONDITION

(ChecJc One^

Excellent I I Good [ | Fair [ | Deteriorated | ] Ruins | | Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered [U Unaltered

(Check One; 

Moved fv) Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Three-Story Georgian bricj^with sWc^Qjr covered walls. Three steps 
above street level; about 45 feet (five bays) wide anlTT+T feet (four bays) 
deep. Windows have 19th century frames and light sash. First-story 
windows have exterior paneled shutters; shutters of upper-floor windows 
are louvered. Original appearance of street (east) facade greatly altered 
in 1831-34 by construction of two story Regency style porchf^extending 
over sidewalk.

Typical Charleston "double house" plan: bisecting center hall flanked 
by parr"~6T~rooms on either side. Hall divided by arch at midpoint; 
stairway in rear portion, against north partition wall. Plan repeated 
on second floor, except center hall-extends only halfway and front 
portion of house is divided into three-bay-wide drawing room and two-bay- 
wide card,room. Third floor contains four bedrooms. <s>

m
Walls of first two floors are cypress paneled; fireplaces, back to 

back, have elaborately carved Georgian mantels. Dividing arch in first 
floor entrance hall and elaborate framing pilasters and entablature of 
two wide folding doors opening into two front reception rooms were 
added in 1831-34. Two flanking doorways were probably also widened to 
present size then.

Large second floor drawing room in southeast (front) corner is most 
elaborately decorated room. Arched doorway flanked by fluted Corinthian 
pilasters. Cypress paneling and tulip and mahogany in pilasters, fretwork, n 
and molding have had original coats of paint removed and now have natural 
finish.

Interior of house restored during 1940s.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house was considered as a National Historic Landmark reflecting 
SjLgni lic^ot-Ce-l^Rtdl ar^cjii t ec ture . It was bui 1 1 for JAi-U iam Branf ord , 
a wealthy planter, in 1765-577 and is rated one of. Charleston's finest 
examples of three-siory br icjc-.Gear^ian jownhouse , or "d'o'uble house . "

' by Thomas "
daughter. His son, Elias Horry, president of the South Carol ian Canal 
and Railroad Company from 1831 to 1834, inherited the house and altered 
it somewhat. The house was owned by the Horry family until 1853.
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Smith, Alice , The Dwelling Houses of Charleston. Philadelphia, 1917.

Stoney, Samuel G., This is Charleston: a Survey of the Architectural 
Heritage of a Unique American City. Charleston, 1944.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
O > .

33 46 28

LONG! TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

79 55 53
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NAME AND TITLE:

Mrs. .Tamps VI. Fant, Historic Resources Division
ORGANI ZATION

Snnt-.h Garni ina Dept. of Archives and History

DATE

August 29 t 1970
STREET AND NUMBER

1630 Senate Street PQ Box 11,188 Capitol Station ?9?11
CITY OR TOWN:

South Carolim

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance^i>f this nomination is: 

National MJ / State f~l Vocal

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Name f*fo

ittu
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservpfioi

Date
OCT j 5 1970

ATTEST:

Tit le p^rector, S.C. Dept»/o£ Archives 
and History ~./

Pate August 29, 1970_____________

Keeper of The National Register//

Date


