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7. Description

Architectural Classification
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EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal

ID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival
LATE-VICTORIAN: ltaiianate Second Empire, Oueen
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Materials
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/. DESCRIPTION

Situated inthe geographic center of Franklin. Massachusetts, atown located southwest of Boston near the Rhode
Idand border, the Franklin Common Historic District isadensdy settled residentia and institutional endave
aurrounding the Town Common. Dean Callege (formerly Deaen Junior College) and Franklin's commercid center
are located just south of the district. The wedge-shaped Common a the core of the district is bounded by High
Strest on the south. Union Street on the west. Church Square on the north, and Main Street on the eet. The
digtrict boundary dong Main Street extends beyond the Common to the north and south. On the south, the
boundary abutsthe Dean Junior College Historic District (NR Distnct 1975); on the north, the digtrict
terminates & (and encompasses) the Red Brick School (2 Lincoln ., MHC #196; NRIND 1975), whichisthe
focd point of the triangular intersection a Main, Lincoln, and Maple Streets. The district dso indudes the first
block of Heasart Street, which isthe eagterly extension of Church Square. In addition to the objects ad
gructures on the Common, the district includes fifty-six principal buildings and twenty-four outbuildings. All of
the principal buildingsin the district are contributing, except for the 1961 New England Telephone Company
(141 Main Stregt, MHC #183), which is lessthan titty yearsold. The total resource count of 94 (s datashet)
does nat include the Red Brick School because it was previoudy listed in the Nationa Regigter of Higtoric
Places.

The distnct isprimarily characterized by a suburban sreetscgpe surrounding and radiating out from the Common.
Ingtitutional buildings are located opposte the Common on Church Sguare and on Main Street. The Main ad
Fessant Strect corridors are heavily trafficked roadways. The topography of the digtrict is relatively tlat except
for asection dong Union Street on the west Sde of the Common where severa houses step downhill to wak-out
besaments a the rear.

Housss displaying architectural styles ranging from the Federd to the Tudor Reviva gand on lots averaging
about half an acrewith uniform setbacks of twenty to thirty feet from the street. House lots tend to be degp ad
narrow 0 tha the dreetscape retlects a moderate dendty despite the Sze of the lots. Front yards typically feature
lawns, mature trees, and shrubs, and are generdly divided from the street by concrete sdewaks and agrassy strip
tha is often planted with mature trees. Back yards are often degp, particularly dong Union Strest where severd
properties have in-ground swimming pools and tennis courts. The largest housein the district is the Georgian
Revivd Hayward Mansion (35 Pleasant Street, MHC #232, photo 1), which is degply st back and ditTicult to
se from the greet. While mogt of the housss are single-family dwellings, there are anumber of two-to-four
family houses Mot houses are of frame construction, clad with clgpboards, and roofed with agphdt shingles. In
generd, the houses are well maintained and retain their character-defining features. A number have, however,

(continued)
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been dad with synthetic siding, sometimes including remova of trim or replication of it in synthetic material.
Other notable dterations include replacement window saeh, endosure of porches, and removd of verandas
Sanbom mgpsindicate that the latter were present on the vast mgjority of 19th-century houses until & leedt the
mid-20th century. These dterations are scattered throughout the digtrict, but the mogt noticeable concentrationis
dong Main Stret north of the Common, where multifamily houses predominate and the dendty is grestest.

Outbuildings inthe district are predominantly modest one- and two-car garages dating to the early part of the 20™
century, but three are former stables. A good example sandsnext to the house & 17 Union Street (MHC #287).
Although it has been clad with vinyl siding, the front-gabled building retains its hoist, hayloft door, and cupola
Footprints of buildings inthe district as shown on historic mgpsindicate that outbuildings were commonly
connected to the housssby a series of dls or wings. A fine example of onethat remains connected isthe mid-
19th-century atached sable/garage a 27 IInion Street (MHC #288). Another highly significant outbuilding in
the digtrict isthe Hayward Estate Garage (MHC # 234, photo 2) neaer the comer of Queen and Fleesant Stredts.
The latter two outbuildings are described in the section on residentia buildings.

The five noncontributing buildings inthe district consist of four recent garages (164, 182, 270, 287 Man Street)
and the New England Telephone Company Building (141 Main Street, MHC #185) a the southeest comer of
Main and Crescat streets The one-gtory, rectangular, tlat-rooted building, designed inthe Colonia Revivad

tyle, extends seven bays dong Main Street. An archway inthe northemmost bay a the comer of Crescent srest
marks the main entrance. The building stands on a concrete foundation and is congtructed of concrete block on a
ged frame with abrick venear. Dating to 1961 and now the offices of Verizon, it gandson the site of a three-
gory, mansard-roofed building, which was known as the Crescent House (ca.l 890). Sanbom mgpsindicate that
the Crescent House was removed between 1927 and 1949.

The Common

Oriented toward Church Sguare on the north, the Franklin Common is a 240,100 sguare foot (approximately 55
acres), grass-covered park containing nine war memorids, abandgand, two flagpoles, and numerous benches.
The perimeater meeares 1,962 feet with 436 feet dong High Street. 712 feet dong Union Stret. 172 feet dong
Church Square, and 642 feet dong Main Street. Used for passive recreation and community gatherings, the
Common is separated from the dreet by concrete sidewalks, agrassy strip, and granite curbing that runs dong the
perimeter. Mature trees dot the grounds, line the paths, and border the Common. Most of the trees are hardwoods,
primarily oak and maple, but there are dso anumber of conifersincluding hemlocks and aparticularly fine gand

(continued)



esuT Approval No. 1024-OfllJ

United States Department of thelnterior
Nationa Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shedt

Franklin CommonHD
Section number 7 Page 3 Franklin (Norfolk), MA

of blue sporuce forming abackdrop for the Civil War monument. The north end of the Common is distinguished
by acarefully groomed garden maintained by the Franklin Garden Club and planted with low-growing shrubs and
flowersthat flank apeth leading to monuments commemorating World Wars | and |l and the Koreen War. A
radiating path network paved with large-aggregete concrete (ca. 1990s) leeds from eech corner as well asfrom
the cater of the eest and west borders converging a the bandgand, just north of center. The Commoniis
fumished with severad sculptural cast-concrete benches as well a wood-dat park benches (ca. 1990s) with
curvilinear iron supports and am rests. The latter are typically arranged dong the path network, while the former
ae neer monumeants. Sixteen classicd iron lamppogs were ingaled in 1982 to light the grounds & night.
Hagpoles gand a both ends of the Common. One, known &s the veterans  flagpole (1979), is opposte S Mary's
Church near the intersection of Church Sguare and Main Stregt (photo 4), and the other (pre-1919) is neer the
comer of High and Main dreets.

The contributing monuments on the Common are the Civil War Soldiers Monument (1903), The G.A.R.
Memorial Boulder (ca. 1913), and the World War | Monument (1929, photo 3). The Civil War Soldiers
monument is the oldest known object on the grounds. Centered near the south end of the Common, it is composd
entirdy of blue Westerly (RI) granite. The richly decorated monument rises twenty-one feet from aseven-foot
guare, three-part beseto atal pedestd supporting a 7-foot 6-inch figure of avolunteer Union soldier. Thefigure
was cut from amodd mede by the noted sculptor Charles Conrads of Hartford. CT. John B. Sullivan & Son in
Taunton, MA, designed and fabricated the monument. The front beseis inscribed as follows: "Presented by
Frederick Atwood Newell to the Town of Franklin MDCCCIII." The pedesd bearsthe following inscription in
raised polished letters: "In grateful remembrance of the men of Franklin who fought to savethe Union, 1861-
1865." On the back, the words "Pogt 60 G.A.R." are encircled by acarved osk wreeth flanked by the words
"Army" and "Navy." The pedestd ds0 digplays the symbols of the Navy (anchor and rope). Cavary (crossed
saber and carbine) and Artillery (crossed cannons) with the Infantry being represented by the figure of the Union
soldier. Some of the mogt important battles inwhich the men of Franklin took part are d<o listed on the
monument including, Antietam, Gettysburg, Petersburg, and Spottsylvania. Finally, the four sdes of the pedestd
just benegth the figure are carved with swags of laurd leaves- the symbols for peace and victory. A copper time
cagpaule placed in the base of the monument contains among other memorabiliaa copy of Blake's History of
Fremklin. acopy of the first issue of the Franklin Register (10.8.1872) and of the Franklin Sentind (11.16.1878).
An historic photograph (ca. 1910) of the Civil War Soldiers Monument shows it standing inwhat gopeersto be
the center of alarge circular green goace outlined with low shrubs and a walkway .

(continued)
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Subsequently (ca 1913), the G.A.R. Memorial Boulder was placed inthe Common to honor the preservation of
the Union. Itisameta plague bearing the Gettysburg Address embedded in alarge boulder. Given by Augtin B.
Hetcher, the monument sandsaong Main Street on the eadt Sde of the Common.

Facing north toward Church Square, the World War | Monument (1929, photo 3) anchors the north end of the
Common. Arguably the mogt evocative war memorid in the Common, its centerpiece is the 8-foot 4-inch bronze
figure of a pendve World War | infantryman-The Doughboy-standing with his heed bowed in contemplation or
prayer. The figure rises from the center of atwenty-one-foot long, four-foot tall curved wall of pink Stony Cresk
granite that incorporates a seet dong its north elevation. Names of Franklin men who sarved inthe war are
recorded on the granite surface, s are carved images of aship inastorm and aplane inflight. The Doughboy
was cadt by Gorham Co., Founders. Flans for the monument were adapted from adesign by William Van Alen
(1883-1954), aprominent New Y ork architect. Van Alen. who is best known for the Chryder Building in
Manhattan, had proposed asimilar, but larger, version of the World War | Monument for Waterbury, CT. Josgph
|. Pollia of New York City sculpted the Franklin monument, which weas dedicated on Armistice Day, 1929.
Originally sited with itsback to Church Square o that it faced into the Common, the monument was reoriented in
1979 =0 that its curved granite wall/seat now formsabackdrop for the monuments to World Wer II, Vietnam, and
the Korean War, as well as the garden previoudy described.

Among the war memorids erected on the Common inthe lagt fifty years, one of the most unusud isthe Spanish
American War Monument (1983), commemorating the 1898 war to free Cuba from Spanish control. Located
on the Common dong Main Stregt opposite &. Mary's Schoal, it is agun recovered by USS Marblehead divers
in 1898 from the Sandova, a Spanish gunboat. The Soanish sank the gunboat off Caimanera Bay, Cuba, on July
20, 1898 (three days after the Spanish surrender), inan effort to prevent itsfalling into the possession of the
United States.

The only gtructure on the Common is the centrally located Bandstand (1917). Inspired by the desgns of theFar
Eadt and reflecting the Craftsman style, this octagond pavilion, measuring approximately 30 feet wide by 20 fet
tall, rextson abrick and granite base Piers of thin amooath tile altemating with rough brick rise to support a broad
octahedra hip roof covered with red tiles. The unpainted underside of the roof rests on carved wooden corbes
and large wooden brackets. Aniron baustrade endoses the deck of the rotunda, which isreached by a st of Sx
deps on the south sde. A circular motif designed into the deck reeds "Presented to the Town of Franklin by

(continued)
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Harry Taft Hayward and Edith Wires Hayward - MCMXV11." In 1983, the bandgand was re-bricked and the
roof repaired by sudents a the Tri-County School with funding from the town. In 1995, Clark, Cutler and
McDermott Company renovated the structure.

Ingtitutiona Buildings

Ingtitutiona buildingsin the district include The First Congregational Church of Franklin (1895), &t. Mary's
Church (1923-7, photo 4), Parsonage (ca. 1868), and Rectory (1932), St. Mary's School (1955), and The Red
Brick School (1833). The latter, previoudy listed on the National Regigter, is athree by three bay, 172 sory,
gable-front, one-room brick schoal building resting on a granite foundation. Its facade, which faces south onto
Main Stret, hes a centrd doorway topped by athree-light transom and flanked by awindow on eech side. The
gable field is clad with clgpboards.

The First Congregational Church of Franklin (171 Main Street, MHC# 186; now the Franklin Federated
Church), whichwas built in 1895 in the Shingle Style, Sands opposte the Common a the intersection of Main
and High streets To the right (south) of the building is the church parking lot; to the left, and degply st back
behind an enormous copper beech treg, isthe Itdianate-style Parsonage (MHC #187; ca. 1868). Both the church
and the parsonage have been covered with white vinyl siding (ca 1967), which in the case of the church, replaced
brown wood shingles that were amajor character-defining feature. Retaining its characterigtic complex massing
and asymmetrica plan, the Congregationad Church isthe only example of the Shingle Style inthedistrict.
Designed by Wadter J. Paine, a Boston architect, it rises 2/2 stories from a granite foundation with beeded mortar
joints to acomplex cross-gable roof with prominent hip-roof projecting sections flanking a front-gable and giving
It aT plan. A wide tapered bell tower capped by apyramidal roof anchors the north elevation, and a hip-roofed
parte cochereresting on tapered piers projects from the south elevation. On the facade, atall brick exterior
chimney risesto the south of the front-gabled section, which isfiankedby two degp integral porches accessd by
wide, gently doping masonry steps The uncoursed granite of the foundation continues up the first story of the
porches and the tower. The main entry in the north bay contains paired wood-panel doors with insst windows.
Similar doors lead to the secondary entrance in the projecting section on the south elevation. Fenedtration is
varied, but with the exception of stained glass windows lighting the sanctuary and severd diamond-pane, leeded
glasswindows on the facade and a the base of the tower, mog windows have replacement  1/1 sash. Other details
include overhanging gable ends, enormous curved brackets supporting the porch roof a the main entry, a round
projecting bay window on the facade a the junction of the front gabled section and main entry, and asmal three-
bay shed dormer with diamond-pane saeh on the north elevation. The bell tower was originally somewhat taler
and contained aclock face section.

(continued)
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St Mary's Church (1 Church Square MHC# 18, phaoto 4) a the head of the Common on Church Sguere
occupies the mogt prominent location in the district. Completed in 1927 and designed in the Gothic Revivd style
by Matthew Sullivan, the red brick building isrichly trimmed with limestone. The building rises from a limestone
foundation to a steeply pitched front-gable roof covered with red tile. A sout square-plan bell tower sraddlesthe
roof ridge a the north end of the building. The facadeis defined by a squared two-story projecting section with
Sepped pargpet and omate limestone frontispiece containing the centraly located main entrance st within an
archivolt that is surmounted by a large rose window. Flanking the main entrance are secondary entrances framed
by more modest Gothic archesthat rest beneeth niches containing Satues of Mary the Mother of God as well &
Saints Peter, Paul. Joseph, and Patrick. Sde devations display buttresses and staned-glass windows trimmed
with polychrome Gothic arches The only visible dteration to thisfine early 20™ century building is thetasteful
incorporation of an accessramp a the southeast comer.

To the west of the church and st back from it, St. Mary's Rectory (MHC #17) was designed by Matthew
Sullivan in 1932. Combining Georgian Revival symmetry with Tudor Reviva decorative motifs, the red brick
and limestone Rectory complements but does not compete with the church. The rectangular-plan, 5-bay-wide by
3-bay-desp rectory rises 2/2 stories from abrick foundation to a date-covered double-pitched roof with front
gables & each e of the facade. Segmentdly arched dormers punctuate the roof aong the facade and Sde
eevations. The main entrance, st in a2-story projecting limestone ashlar frontispiece, incorporates Tudor and
Gothic motifs. Other Tudor Revival featuresinclude casemant windows with gone lintels and silisfiankedby
narrow vertical windows. Severd smdl square pands containing the letter Sand smdl diamond-shaped blocks
placed symmetrically enliven the brickwork, as do decorative brick bands a the upper comers of the facade ad
between the first- and sscond-story windows. A statue of Mary holding the baby Jesus sandsin front of the
rectory.

S Mary's School (201 Main Street, MHC #188) dominates the view from the Common dong Main Street. Built
in 1955 and designed by Boston architect John P. Hefferman inthe Intemational style, it isalong, east-facing,
three-gtory brick building characterized by afiat roof minimal trim, and groups of large windows with
horizontaly divided lights. A magnificent cak tree with atrunk that isa leedt five feet in diameter gands behind
the schoal inawalled garden a the comer of Main and Plessant streets. The tree marked the entrance to the first
Hayward Mansion (sse section eight).

Residentid Buildings

Residentid buildingsinthe district range in age from the late 18th century to 1937, with mog dating from the
mid to late 19th century. The district contains examples of the Federd, Greek Revival, Itaianate, Ssoond Empire,

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0ai<
(S-16)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shedt
Franklin Common HD

Section number | Page | Franklin (Norfalk), MA

Victorian Gothic, Quean Anne, Colonial Revival, Tudor, and Craftsman syles. The latter are often assodated
with the cubic Foursquare house form, and in one particularly fine example, with the Bungadow form (36
Pleasant Street, MHC #235). Representative examples of eech style and type are discussed bdow in
chronologica order.

Given itsform and center chimney, the oldest house in the district gopearsto be the Federd/Greek Reviva-syle
house a 39 Union Street (MHC #289, photo 5). The houseis said to date to 1780, but historic magpsindicate that
it arrived initspresent location between 1832 and 1858. Its Federd form and Greek Reviva trim suggest that it
was remodded inthe 1840s perhaps a the time of its relocation. Inany evert, it isawdl-preserved house that
retains its character-defining features whether they are original or part of its evolution. Facing eest, the 5-bay,
center-entrance houserises Vi stories from a sone foundation to a date-covered side-gable roof with center
chimney. The date roof, which probably datesto the mid or late 19th century, is one of only three noted in the
distnct, the others being a St. Mary's Rectory (MHC #17) and 53 Union Street (MHC #290). A wide veranda
goansthe facade and wraps down the north elevation to connect with aone-bay, two-story wing. Windows have
12/12 seeh and molded casings. Clapboards cover the second story, whilefiushboardsare used on thefirst story
of the facade. The latter technique was meant to smulate ssonework. While the form of the house is Federd, its
panded comer pilasters and door surround composed of siddlights on panded baseswith panded architrave and
comer blocks are Gresk Revivd details. The siddights are glazed with tracery, which typically isaFederd-
period detail. The house gands on nearly an acre of land with a degp backyard that accommodates atennis court.
It isnow asingle-family house, but was atwo-family dwelling from a least 1911 to 1958.

The housea 282 Main Street (MHC #191, ca 1840, photo 6) is another house with both Federd and Greek
Reviva features. Thefive-bay,center entry houserises 2/2 gories from a granite foundation to a Sde-gabled

roof While it hes been clad with aluminum siding, losing much of its trim, it retains an entry framed by fiuted
pilasters and full sdelights, as well as one of what were probably paired interior chimneys. (The exterior
chimney on the south elevation may have replaced one of the interior chirhneys.) Placing achimney on either sde
of the house rather than one inthe center allowed for the center hall plan and did avay with the cramped entry
that characterized earlier houses Map research raises the possibility that the house may be eight to ten yeers
older than the ca. 1840 date that has bean previoudy assigned.

A nice example of awell-developed Gregk Reviva-gtyle house gdandsa 287 Main Street (MHC #192, photo 7).
Built ca 1850, its gable end faces the dredt, an orientation that was quite radica when it first gopeared in urban
aress around 1830. The main block of the 2/2 story house rests on agranite foundation and hes athree- bay
facade with side-hdll entry. Placing the entry off center mede it possible to have an interior plan with the large

(continued)
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principal rooms aigned along one sde of the house and the interior stair dong the other. The chimney, asis
typica of thishouse form, rises near the center of the roof ridge. A wideon-grade veranda paved with brick and
resting on Tuscan Columns goansthe facade and atwo-gtory, two-bay wing that is fiush with the facade. The on-
grade full veranda is acommon feature of mid-19" century housssinthe district, but this one may be an early
20th-century addition. Windows have 6/6 saeh (in-kind replacements) and molded casings. The front door is
fianked by full narrow siddightsand a panded architrave with comer blocks. Other character-defining festures
of the house includefiushboardingon the facade a the first story and inthe gable end (cdlgpboards dsawhere), a
pedimented gable end, awide frieze benegth the eaves and awide comerboard a the south end of the facade. A
remnant of the comerboard a the north end of the house is visible above the main entrance. Comerboards (or
pilagters if they have capitals) rising to a pedimented entablature were meent to evoke the Greek Temple from
which the style was derived. Thishouse is st much doser to the dret than its younger neighbors.

A Gresk Revivd house with proportions and detailing similar to 287 Main Street dandsa 2 High Street (MHC
#125), opposite the Common on the comer of Main Street. Built ca 1850, it hes a set-back wing that extends four
bays to the west and apedimented portico that replaced a veranda on the facade. The horizonta window in the
geble end features decorative muntins in ageometric pattem. Such a unique window inthe gable end is a
character-defining feature of many Greek Reviva-style houses

Ore of the mogt outstanding and omate houses inthe district gandsat 27 Union Street (MHC #288, photo 8).
Dating to ca 1855, it isahigh-styleexample of the transitional Gresk Revivd/ltdianate style. Facing eest ad
displaying the 22 story front-gabled form and side-hall entry of the Greek Reviva period, it dso featuresfull-
height projecting bays on both sde devations, which gave it a crass-shaped floor plan. (The house now hes an
irregular plan due to dterations a the rear of the north elevation). Enriched with aprofusion of foliated and
scrolled brackets dong the eaves and pedimented gables, the house dso digplays panded comer pilasters
decorated with anthemions and topped by daborate Corinthian capitas. A full-width wrapping veranda rests on
fluted Corinthian columns. More than any other house inthe digtrict, 27 Union Street evokes the Gresk temple,
which inspired the design. Other character-defining features of this well-preserved house include fiushboard
cladding, shdf-on-bracket window heeds, longfirst-storywindows on the facade, atriangular window in the
geble end, and awide compound frieze benegth the eaves A fineexample of a former sable (now a2-car garage)
is atached to the northwest comer of the house. Detailed to complement the house, the contemporaneous stable
featuresfiushboarding,wide comerboards, afull retum with atriangular window inthe gable end, ahayloft door,
and acupola Asistypical adong this gtretch of Union Street, the 38,768-square-foot |ot is nearly 300 feet desp,
0 that it acoommodates a swimming pool inthe back yard.

(continued)
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The house a 14 High Street (MHC #126; ca. 1845) isthe leadt dtered of two Cape Cod housetypes in the
digtrict (the other dandsat 314 Main Street, MHC #195). Prevdent on the Cgpe and in South Shore
communities. Cgpes Cod housss are found less frequently dsewhere in the Commonwesalth. Congtructed between
183 and 1858, thefive-bay-wide,|'/2 story house with side-gabled roof, center entrance, and center chimney
rests on agranite foundation. Due to aterations and vinyl siding, the origina style cannot be determined, but it
may have been atransifional Greek Reviva/ltadianate design that was updated inthe late Victorian ea (ca 1830)
and agan inthe 20th century.

The Itaiianate style, which began to overtake the Greek Reviva style around 1850, dominated American
resdential architecture unfil about 1880. A good late example inthe district dandsa 298 Main Street (MHC
#193, photo 6). Edward C. Abbott probably built the housein 1888. It rises 2/2 sories from abrick foundation to
aclipped sde-gable (jerkinhead) roof Significant Itaiianate features include the central cross geble on the facade,
degp eaves supported by paired brackets, and the paired windows with 1/1 sseh divided by wide mullionsand
cased inamolded architrave on the facade. Other characterigtic details of the period include the angled bay
window with panded apron and bracketed comice on the south elevation, and shelf-on-bracket window heeds a
the first story. Other window heeds have shingled pent-roofed hoods, which reflect the shingle style, as does the
shingle cladding on the body of the house. The current gabled portico on Tuscan columns replaced a full-width,
one-gtory veranda inthe lagt half of the 20th century.

The only example of the Second Empire style inthe district dandsa 164 Main Street (MHC #185). The Second
Empire style, made its debut inthe 1850s and reached peek popularity inthe two decades following the Civil
War. Built between 1876 and 1879 by Asa A. Fetcher, the 2-bay-wide house rises from a granite foundation to a
third story endosed by amansard roof - the quintessentid feature of the Second Empire style. A large, bold,
centrally located, bell-shaped wall dormer dominates the facade and evokes the tower form that was often a
feature of the Second Empire style. Other character-defining festures are similar to those seenin the
contemporaneous Itaiianate style, including the paired and mullioned facade windows with daborate pesked
window heeds decorated with gppliques a the second story, and around-arched pair with complementary trimin
the facade gable. The house dso displays an daborate bracketed and denticulated comice that is repeated onthe
angled bay window and porch on the facade. The well-preserved porch, supported by square pogts with
decorétive capitds, projects beyond the facade to wrgp down the north devation.

The exuberant Victorian Gothic style, dso referred to as Carpenter Gothic for its profusion of jig-sawn detail, is
best represented by the abutting housss a 28 High Street (MHC #127, photo 9) and 80 Union Strest (MHC
#293, photo 9), which were originally a single house located on the comer of High and Union Streets. Between
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1919 and 1927. the eestem section of the original housea 28 High Street was moved in a southwesterly direction
to its present location & 80 Union Street. Facing the Common, the house a 28 High Street was probably built ca
1875 by Edward H. Shem:an, who is shown as the owner of ahouse with a cross plan~a typica Gothic plan-on
the 1876 atlas. Judging from its current gppeerance and footprintson later maps the house was probably enlarged
and remodded inthe late 19th century before being divided in the 20th century. The Victorian Gothic style wesa
cousin to the Gothic Revival style that first gopeared in the mid-19th century, quickly fading in popularity, only
to be rebom inthe 1870sas aresult of the wrifings of the English art and architecture crific John Ruskin.

The current house a 28 High Street, which hes aT-plan (or partia cross), rises 2/2 gories from a brick
foundation to a seeply pitched cross-gableroof that curves outward as it sivegpsdown to the first story on the
west devation. The segproof pitch with resulting pointed gable endsis amajor feature of the Victorian Gothic
syle. Other significant period featuresinclude the daborate scrolled bargeboards a the gable ends trefoil cut-
outs dong theflank of the roof, 2/2 sssh windows in molded casings, and the two-story angled bay window w ith
bracketed comice on the facade. Itislikely that such dterations as the sunroom, atall chimney rising up the eest
eevation, and the amdl shed-roofed dormer occurred when the eestem section of the original house was moved
to 80 Union Street. The latter digplays the same character-defining feetures as 28 High Stredt, but is further
diginguished by atwo-gtory tower with pyramidal roof Ironwork cresting finishesthe top of the fiat-roofed
porch projecting from the bese of the tower. The fomner sable for the house a 28 High Street dandson a
sparae |ot to the southeedt, and is now a garage with living soace ebove (28R High Street).

A modest example of the Quean Anne style stands south of the Common a 150 Main Street (MHC #181). Built
ca. 1895, the house rises 2/2 stories from a brick foundation to a front-gabled roof with dightly projecting attic
gory and a full-height projecting bay rising to a cross gable on the south elevation. A particularly significant
feature of the houseisits full-width front porch resting on tumed posts and decorated with spindles and smdl
brackets. The houseretainsits origina wood pand door with glazed inset and its 2/1 window saeh, with
bracketed cornices, but the rest of the window casings have been replaced with synthetic material. Other
character defining featuresinclude a wide band of pattemed shingles separating the first and sscond gtories, and
shingles in the gable end. Wood dapboards have been replaced by vinyl siding, but this is an example of a house
that hes incorporated vinyl siding whileretaining character defining tnm and the textured wall surfaces that are
characterigtic of the Quean Anne style.

Colonia Revivd-gyle housssinthe district generdly dateto the first quarter of the 20th century, by which time
the complex and omate designs of the Victorian era were considered old fashioned. The Amencan pagt became

(continued)
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the driving force in domegtic architecture, particularly in New England where stylistic details from the Georgian
and Federd periods remain popular to thisday.

The mogt subgtanfid house inthe district and the mogt academic example of the Colonia Reviva aesthefic isthe
Georgian Reviva-style Hayward Mansion (35 FReasat Street, MHC #232, photo 1). The 12,570-square-foot
houseis st beck a least 200 feet from Plessant Street and 150 feet from Main Street on a 1.87-acrelot. When
built by Harry Taft Hayward, the ca. 1921 mansion anchored a sevenacre parcd extending eest from Main Strest
to Quean Sret and south from Fleesant Street to the First Congregational Church and Parsonage (MHC #s
186 & 187). St. Mary's School was later built dong the Main Stret frontage, 0 that the mandon isno longer
visible from the Common. Facing north, the brick 2/2 story house istrimmed with limestone. Two bays deep, the
house is composad of a7-bay main blockflankedby three-bay wingsthat are intumflankedby onebay sections
with endosed porches a the first story. Capped by ahip roof pierced by dormers and four principa chimneys,
the house rests on a granite and limestone foundation. A cdlassical limestone portico topped by abadcony rimmed
with ironwork shdters the main entry, which is on axiswith abrick gateway on Pleesant Street. The widewood
pand door with bull's-eye glassistrimmed by afoliated architrave and surmounted by a pand decorated with an
um and garland. On the south elevation, which isa secondary garden facade, aclassical semi-circular portico
marks the entry. Fenetration is symmetrica and windows have 88 or 6/6 sseh with olayed soldier-course lintels
and limestone sills. The first-fioor windows are embellished with keystones. Other character-defining festures
include an daborate denticulated limestone entablature and quoined comers.

An unusud free-form example of the Colonial Revival style with influencesfrom the contemporaneous Shingle
and Craftsman syles gands a 20 Pleasant Street (MHC #230). Built ca 1905 probably by AnnaKelly who
lived there in 1909, the houserises 2/2 stories from a cobblestone foundation to a sde gambre roof with a large
gambrd-roofed wall dormer centered on the facade. Although the house hes a center entrance, its fenestration,
unlike its Georgian and Federd predecessors, is asymmetricaly arranged with one bay window over the entry
and another to the left of the entry a the first story. A smdl four-light window occupies the areato the nght of
the entry, probably lighting the saircase. Typical Colonia Reviva details include the modillioned comice and
pedimented portico over the entry. The portico rests on sguare pogtswith capitals that rest intum on cobblestone
piersthat are repeated a each end of the facade to support an open porch deck with balugtrade running the width
of the facade. The two small shed-roofed dormers flanking the large central dormer on the facade and 6/1
window seeh are characterigtic of the Craftsman era The cladding on the house iswood shingle without comer
boards, adetail that reflectsthe Shingle style.

In addition to new housesbuilt in the Colonial Revival style, there are earlier housesthat gppeer to have bemn

(continued)
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dtered to that aesthetic. One example with Greek Revival and Colonia Reviva features dandsa 158 Main
Street (MHC #182). Thefive-bay,center-entry house rises two gtories from agranite foundation to ahip roof
with sde chimneysthat are not aligned. Gresk Reviva features include the degp frieze benegth the eaves and
comer pilasters. The main entry, shdtered by a gabled portico, contains awood pand doorfiankedby full
siddights. Seeh are 6/6 with molded casing. While adate of 1837 hes previoudy been assigned to the house, ded
ressarch strongly suggeststhat it was built between 1845 and 1848. Bird's-eye mgpsof 1879 and 1888 show wha
aopearsto be a Gregk Reviva form - athree-bay, 2-gory front-gabled main block with a 1-gory wing extending
to the south - similar to the housssa 287 Main Street (photo 7) and 2 High Street, which have been descnbed
adbove Thehousea 158 Main Street gppearsto have been remodded in Colonia Revivd style during the lagt
half of the 20th-century.

Severd fine examples of Craftsman-style buildings are represanted inthe district, including 36 Pleasant Street
(MHC #235), 73 Union Street (house and garage, MHC #292), and the Hayward Estate Garage (MHC # 234,
phaoto 2) on the comer of Feasant and Quean dredts. The Craftaman style, which originated in Califomia,
quickly soread acrassthe country in the early 20th century, and reeched pesk popularity in New England around
1915.

Ore of themogt characteristic house forms of the Craftsman period is the bunga ow, afine and beautifully
preserved example of which sands a 36 Pleasant Street (MHC #235). Built ca 1915, the three-bay wide, two-
bay-desp, shingle-clad houserises 1 \2 gtories to alow-pitched, side-gabled roof with awide front-gabled dormer
centered on the facade. The degp front overhang of theroof shdters an integral porch gpanning the facade. The
porch, amagjor character-defining feature of the Craftsman bunga ow, is supported by stout tapered podts resting
on tapered buff and gray granite piers with beeded mortar joints. Other notable features include the &1 window
szeh on the first story, diamond panes over a single pane inthe triple dormer window, a front door with vertical
lights in the upper third, an exteriorfiel dstonechimney on the west elevation, and exposed rafter ends benegth
the dep eaves

Theca 1910 housea 73 Union Street (MHC #292) isa 2/2 gory example of a Craftsman-style housewitha
dde-gable roof and one-gory front-gabled projecting and partially endosed porch detailed with large brackets
and knee wallsingead of abaustrade. Other character-defining features of the house include degp eaves 6/1
window seehin pairs or grouped, and a high-waisted front door with matching siddights. Resting on rock-faced
concrete blockswith beaded mortar joints, the house is clad with shiplap boards and hes decorafive half-

(continued)
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timbenng in the gable ends of the main block and porch. The house is &t on ahillside that descandsto the reer of
the long lot. A high concrete retaining wall runs aong the north elevation. Standing behind the house (west) ad
not visible from the greet is afine example of acontemporaneous two-car garage. Like the house, the 1 Vi story
front-gabled garageis clad with shiplap, features half timbering in the geble end, and has degp eaves supported
by brackets.

The mogt unique building type inthe district isthe Hayward Estate Garage (MHC # 234, photo 2). It gdands on
the southwest comer of Pleasant and Queen dreetsto the northeast of the Hayward Mansion, but is now owned
by &. Mary's Church. Still inuse as an outbuilding, it was built inthe Craftsman/Tudor style ca 1910, when the
edate garage, abuilding designed for the automobile, was replacing the carriage house of horse and buggy days
The saven bay long building rises one story from a foundation of buf Tand gray granite with beeded mortar joints
to abroad hip roof with degp overhangs. Shingles cover the lower haf of the main block, while the upper half is
finished with stucco. The three-bay centra section of the building, which displays sonework matching thet of the
foundation on the lower two-thirds and stucco above, projects on both the north and south devations. An
overhead garage door framed by a Tudor arch is centered on the projecting section of the south devation and hip-
roofed dormers are centered on eech side elevation. Other important features include a Craftsman-style
pedestrian door on the north elevation and vertical half timbering on the stuccoed portions of the building. On the
interior, the building is divided into three principal sections. Inthe center isthe garage with exposed roof framing
and aturntable that alowed avehicleto be drivenin, rotated, and driven out. The west section of the building
contained an gpartment (mogtly extant) for the chauffeur. The tumtable and chauffeurs quarters are notable
features found inthe mogt daborate estate garages of the early 20th century. The west section of the building (not
viewed) reportedly contains ahayloft and was used as agtable, probably for riding horsesrather than carriage
horses. A denserow of hemlocks adong the west Sde of the building separatesit from a parking lot behind St
Mary's School (MHC #188) to the eest and the Hayward Mansion (35 Flessant Street, MHC #232, photo 1) to
the south.

The popular early 20th century Foursguare house type is represanted dong the north stretch of Main Strest
beyond Church Sguare, but mogt examples have been covered with synthetic siding, oftenincluding removad of
tnm, which hes left them astylistic. The ca 1922 house a 275 Main Street is an example that hes bean sded, but
retains itsprincipal features. Cubic in form, it rises two gories from a concrete foundation to a hip roof pierced
by ahip-roofed dormer with diamond-paned sseh centered on the facade. A full-width, one-story porch rests on
tapered pogs and aknee wall lending the house a Craftaman aesthetic. Sash are 2/1 with vinyl casngs, and the
front door is a Craftaman modd. A nice one-gtory cottage version of this house type dandsa 303 Main Street
(call922). It retains its clgpboard cladding, origina open porch, 2/1 saeh, and Craftsman-style front door.

(continued)
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Ore of thelagt housesknown to have been built in the district dandsa 280 Main Street (photo 6). Adde from
the Hayward Mansion (MHC # 232, photo 1), it isthe only house clad with bnck. Built ca 193 itisa fine
example of amodest Tudor Reviva-style single-family dwelling. Three bayswide, it rises from a concrete
foundation to a geeply pitched front-gabled roof that savegaes down in acurve on the south elevafion. Shed-roofed
and clgpboard-clad dormers gpan each sSde elevation. The entry is of f center in a egp front-gabled, one-gtory
vestibule with medieva-style wooden plank door inset with small panes near the top. To the right of the vettibule
is an oriel window with conical concave metd roof Other notable festures include 6/1 and 4/1 saeh, soldier
ocourse lintels, and atal exterior chimney rising up the north eevation.

Archaeological Description

The Franklin Common Historic District is located in an areawhere numerous ancient Native American dtes have
ben identified. Most known sites are clustered around the periphery of Iron Mine Brook wetlands located over
one-haf mile southwest of the district. Ancient dtes have yet to be identified in areas characterized by upland
glacid depodts lacking wetlands similar to the Franklin Common District. Fifteen dtes have bean identified in
the generd area (within one mile). Environmental characteristics of the district indicate some locationa criteria
(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of ancient dtes. Leve to
moderatey doping topography is present in the district; however, much of the present landscape hes bean dtered
by urben devdopment. Soil types in some aress of the digtrict are well drained or excessively drained; however,
in many aress, naturd soil types have been obscured by urban growth. The criteriadescribed above arefavorable
for the presence of andient Native Amencan dtes;, however, the district's proximity to wetlands is an unfavorable
characterigic. Pondsand swamps associated with Iron Mine Brook represent the dosest wetlands to the district,
located well over 1,000 feet from the Franklin Common District. The area lies within the Charles River drainage.
Given the above information and the high level of higtoric period land use, alow potentid exists for locating
significant ancient Nafive American resourcesin the district.

A high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourcesinthe district. A variety of resdentid,
religious, and industrial/commercia/manufacturing resources may survive in an areaprimarily known for its
densdy settled residentid and ingtitutional buildings. Documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica
urvey and testing may locate structural evidence of early farmsteads that date from 1720 or earlier when 19
familiesfrom Medfield and Wrentham were known to settle the area. Eighteenth century settlement in the
digtrict was digpersed adong the Main Stregt corridor. No structures from the 18" century period survive on their
origina dtes The Hemian C. Fisher house is sdd to date to 1780 but was moved to its presant ste between 1832

(continued)
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and 1858. The 183 mgp of Franklin illustrates seven dwellingsin the vicinity of the common; presumably
within the district. None of the latter sructures survive unless they were moved or incorporated into later
buildings. Residentid buildingsdating from the 1840sand later are till extant in the district and may dso
aurvive as archaeologicd resources. Potentia sites of 19" century homesin the district may include one house
dafing to 1858 or earlier owned by the Morse family and severd structures dong Pleesant Street. Structurd
evidence may dso exig from the origina mansion (ca.l907) built a the Hayward Estate, tom down inca.l921 to
build asscond manson. Archaeological evidence of bams, carriage houses, outbuildings, and occupationa
rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may survive with 18" through 20™ century residentia buildings that
exist es archaeologicd dtesand still extant.

Civic/ingtitutional buildingsand properties dso date from the 18" century or later inthe district; some of which
still survivetoday. Franklin's Town Common (1787) is the only surviving link to the town's 18" century meefing
house center setfiement. Structural evidence of the First (1741) and Second (1788) medtinghouse may survive a
the north end of the common in the vicinity of the existing St. Mary's Church (1923-27). The sscond
mesfinghouse was sold after 18638 to become Franklin's first Catholic Church, later known as &. Mary's Church.
The latter Sructure was destroyed by fire in 1900. Roman Catholic Church services were then held in a parochid
school building a the comer of Oak and Beaver Streets until that building was dso destroyed by fire in 1923,
Structurd evidence may survive from the 1872 Congregationd Church that replaced the second  mestinghouse
s0ld to the Catholic Church after 1868. The 1872 Congregationa Church bumed in 1893 and was replaced by
the exigting church.  In addition to the parochia school noted above, archaeologica evidence of assoond school
(cal 798) may exist inthe vicinity of the extant Red Brick Schoadl (1833) that replaced the late-eighteenth century
school.

Few examples of industrial/commercia/manufacturing activities currently survive inthe district; however, many
enterprises were present during the 19" century that serviced the nesds of the district's busnesses and
inhabitants. Structurd evidence and featuresreated to ablacksmith shop may survive near the intersection of
Maple and Main Strestswhere awhedlwright shop (ca.l840) is still extant. Service oriented businesssswere
reportedly concentrated in this area of the district. Archaeologica evidence may survive fromthe H. C. Fisher
and Company Store reported on the southwest comer of the Common a 3 Union Street. Archaeologica evidence
may aso exis from straw workshops known to exist inthe area. Similar evidence may exist fromthe
manufacture of sraw bonnets knownto exist inthe town as a home occupation or cottage industry early m the
19" century.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Franklin Common Historic District is historically significant for its association with the development of the
town of Franklin over the course of three centuries. It is architecturaly significant for its fine collection of
houses churches, and schools dating from the late 18th to the mid-20th centuries. The Common, the oldest public
open goecein town, isclosdy tied toinitial settlement inthat the Firgt Megtinghouse stood opposite the north end
of the Common, adte that isstill occupied by ahouse of worship. Subssquat development around the Common,
primarily houses sarves as markers to periods of prosperity as well as economic downturns as shown by the
erection of both high style and modest dwellings. Thefinesthousssin the vicinity of the Common were built and
occupied by Franklin'sleading citizens, particularly industridists, civic leeders, and clergy. The citizenry hes
dways taken pride inthe Common, which has served as agathering place for civic events, military drills,

patriotic celebrations, and passve recreation. The Franklin Common Higtoric District retains integrity of design,
location, setting, materias, feeling, workmanship, and association; and fulfills National Regiger criteria A and C
onthe loca level. The period of significance begins with the purchase of the common by the Congregationd
Church in 1787 and endsiin 1955, which isthe sandard 50 yeer cut-off for historic resources.

Colonia and Federd Periods (1720 to 1830)

The Town of Franklin had itsbeginnings in about 1720, when nineteen families from Medfield and Wrentham
settled the area They attended church in Wrentham Center until 1737 when they were granted permission to
establish anew parish in what was then the West Precinct of Wrentham. By 1739 they hed erected their first
meetinghouse on one acre of land inthe vicinity of the present St. Mary's Church (1927; MHC #18, photo 4).
The medinghouse |ooked south over what became the Franklin Common. In 1778, in the midst of the
Revolutionary War, Franklin separated from Wrentham to became a separate municipality. The founders chose
the name Franklin to honor the great gatesman and inventor Benjamin Franklin, who as thefirst American
Minister to France had just been instrumental in convincing the French to form an dliance with the Americans.
The Town was the first of twenty-nine municipalities across the country named for Benjamin Franklin.

In 1787, Reverend Nathanid Emmons, acting on behalf of the Congregationa Church, purchasad the land that
became the Town Common from John and Nathaniel Adams. Originally about nine acresin area, the Adams
parce was covered with pitch pines and gones that were deared over the next ten yearsby Samud Lethbridge,
who was activein civic affairs, serving as sdectman in 1778 and representative to the generd court in the 1780s
The impetus for the purchase was part of alarger plan to build anew meetinghouse, which was erected in 1788.
The 1795 map of Franklin shows the medtinghouse overlooking the Common, which was atriangular parcd with

(continued)
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its bese a presant-day Centrd Street. Present-day Main and Union streets formed the eest and west boundearies,
leading to the meetinghouse. Central Street ran eedt to west acrosstown as it doestoday, but Main and Union
greatsdid not extend beyond (N) the megtinghouse. Dwellings are not shown on the map, but it islikely thet the
Town's gpproximatdy 150 houses were dispersed over large aress of land that had been deared for farming and
grazing. The location of the megtinghouse in the geographic center of Franklin was intended to make it
accessble to al resdents, who attended church al day on Sunday.

Thefirst known plantings on the Common were Lombardy poplars placed along the borders in 1801 by William
Adams, son of the John Adams from whom the land hed been purchased. After that time, it was known asthe
Endosad Common. A few yearslater (1807), the Common gpproached its presant size when the Congregationd
Church sold the southem section, probably the land south of present-day High Street.

Farming was the main occupation inthe Colonial and Federd periods, but the manufacture of straw bonnets
emagad as a home occupafion and became Franklin's first industry inthe early 19th century. In 1810, the
brothers Asaand Davis Thayer established Franklin'sfirst sore sdlling straw braid in the City Mills areg, which
isnow part of the Town of Norfolk. A few years later, they moved to the comer of Central and Union dreds (two
blocks south of the digtrict; now ste of Davis Thayer School) and began Franklin's first large-scde
manufacturing operation, and the second straw goods firm in the country. Franklin subsequently became the
center of the draw braid and bonnet business. Asa Thayer died in 1816, and Davis operated the busness done
unfil Hermon Clevdand Fisher joined him in 1820. Inthe following generation, the firm became Davis Thayer,
J. & Bros.

Earlv Industrial Period (1830 to 1870)

By 1830, the population of Franklin had reeched 1,662 and the town had 234 dwellings, seven of which were
shown inthe vicinity of the Common (presumably within the district) on the 1832 map. The housssof O. Pond,
H.C. FHsher (probably Hermon C. Fisher, sraw goods manufacturer), A. Fisher, J. Hill, J. Clafiin and H. Metcalf
were Stuated dong the gtretch of Main Strest beginning just north of the meatinghouse and ending just south of
High Street. Two buildings without names attached stood side-by-sde on the west Sde of Union Strest near the
comer of Church Square. Given the gppearance of the buildings present today, it isunlikely that any of the pre-
1832 dwellings survive unless they are incorporated into newer buildings as ells or wingsor exist as moved
dwellings for which the origina locationis unknown a present. One possible exception is the sde-gabled Gresk
Reviva-gyle house a 282 Main Street (MHC #191, photo 6). While it hes been dated to ca 1840 and linked to
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the Morse family, its Federd form and that fact that a house (O. Pond) was shown inthe vicinity on the 1832
map raise the possibility that it is older than previous researchers have suggested.

By 183 (Hdes map) the major north-south street network radiating out from the Common was in place, and a
school was on the Ste of the Red Brick School (MHC #196; NR 1976), which formsthe north boundary of the
district. The present building datesto 1833, when it replaced an earlier frame schoolhouse. The first schodl inthe
digtrict hed been erected in 1798, afew years after Reverend Nathanid Emmons and others formed the
Mesfinghouse Schoal Division. They built the school on land leased for 900 years from the Fisher family. The
Red Brick Schoal isthe oldest extant school building in Franklin. Still in use as a one-room school, it hes evolved
from serving al gradesto its present use as akindergarten. Principals and teechers have included Miss Louisa
Metcalf, Miss Edith Metcalf, and Mrs. Dorothy Perron.

The large 2" gory front-gabled, Greek Revival-style building a 3 IInion Street (MHC #286) was built esa
private high school in 1836. Initially called the Academy, it was established by Morfimer Blake, author of A
Higtory of the Town of Franklin. In his book (p.76), Blake reports thet the building was "erected by a sock
company, with accommodafions for a hundred pupils, recitation-rooms, alarge hall for public examinafions,
goparatus, etc.”" He dso notesthat it had a cupola and bell as well as "front pillarsand recess which were gone
by 1879 when Blake's book was published. Blake served as principal for three years, after which the school
continued under principals Bigelow and Baker. By 1858, the building was in use & the H.C Fisher and Company
Store. Fisher had |eft his partnership with Thayer to form his own straw goods firm. Inthe 1870s, the building a
3 Union Street contained gpartments and was owned by Horace S Morse, who was dso a Straw goods
manufacturer.

It gopearsthat Hermon C. Fisher lived a 39 Union Street (MHC #289, photo 5), the oldest house inthe district,
in the 1850sif not before. Said to dateto 1780, the Federd/Greek Reviva-style house may have been moved to
its present location between 1832 and 1858. In 1859, Fisher s0ld the houseto Davis Thayer, J. Deads (277/318)
indicate that Fisher was insolvent a the time, and suggest that he and his wife, Charlotte, lived there and would
continue to do s0. The house stood on a six-acre lot that extended south dong Union Street well beyond High
Strect.

In 1844, an association was formed to look after the Common, leasing it from the Congregationa Church. Two
yearslaer the first monument on the Common was erected in memory of Reverend Dr. Nathanid Emmons
Subsquently moved to the Union Street Cemetery where it now stands, the granite obelisk had bean located in
the vicinity of the Civil War Soldiers Monument, a spot chosen because Emmons crossed it for decadeson his

(continued)
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way to church. Emmons the third minister of the Congregationd Church, was one of the most leamed and
revered members of the community. He served the Franklin congregation from 1773 to 1827, and was nearly
ninety-six when he died in 1840. His residence sood south of the district on the northwest comer of Main ad
Emmons dreats (not extant).

In 1868, after voting to relocate the Emmons Memorial, the Congregationd Society sold the Common to the
Town of Franklin for $2,500. They subsequently agreed to sdll the medtinghouse a the heed of the Commonto
the Franklin Roman Catholic Society for $3,300. The money was eamiarked for construction of a new larger
Congregationad Church and Parsonage on Main Street opposite the intersection with High Street. The building
committee for the new church included Dr. George King who lived a 14 High Street (MHC #126), E. H.
Shermen of 28 High Street (MHC # 127, photo 9), and Davis Thayer, ., who owned but did not resde a& 39
Union Street (MHC #289, photo 5). They sdected architect John Stephensto design the church. The Itdianate-
gyle Congregational Parsonage (MHC #183) sands, but the church, which was dedicated in 1872, bumedin
1893. It was replaced by the present First Congregational Church (MHC #186). The old megtinghouse (not
extant) became Franklin's first Catholic Church.

The lagt half of the early industrial period was one of rapid growthin Franklin. The arrival of therailroad in
1849, connecting Franklin with Boston and Woonsocket RI, was akey factor inthe town's developmernt,
facilitating the shipment of manufactured goods and the travel of businessmen to and from Boston. By 1869,
there were saven manufactories of straw goods, producing 1,500,000 hats annudly. Textile manufacturing hed
dso emerged with saven felting mills in Franklin by 1870. By 1865, the population had reeched 2,510 people
living in 402 dwellings.

Judging from the 1858 (Walling) map of Franklin, residentia development around the Common was brisk
between 1832 and 1858. All of the district's Greek Reviva-style houseshad been built by 1858, including the
resdence of Dr. Oliver Dean (1783-1871) a 2 High Street (MHC #125). A philanthropist. Deen provided funds
for the Grace Universalist Church (not extant) and founded Deen Academy (now Dean College). Bom in
Franklin in 1783, Oliver Dean trained as aphysician, but eemed his fortune out of gate in the textile busness
Retuming to Franklin in 1852, he purchased the former estate of Reverend Nathanid Emmons, which becamethe
dte of Deen Academy. By 1876, the Oliver Dean House had become the parsonage for Grace Universdist
Church and was occupied by Reverend A. . John Chambre, who was minister from 1872 to 1880.

The Morse family hed four housesin the district by 1858, three of which gppear to be extant: theca 1840H. S
Morse House & 282 Main Street (MHC #191, photo 6); the ca 1850 G. W. Morse House & 287 Main Street

(continued)
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(MHC #192, photo 7); and the ca. 1840 A. H. Morse House & 9 Union Street. (Note: Due to discrepancies
between the present and historic footprints, it was previoudy suggested that the houses a 282 and 287 Main
Street were moved to their present locations. Comparison of the historic alases and bird's eye mgps, however,
grongly suggeststhat wings and attached outbuildings were removed, retaining the main blocks of the houses
danding today.) Like the Fishers and the Thayers, the Morse family was in the sraw goods business

The mog high-style and omate house of the period gandsa 27 Union Street (MHC #288, photo 8). With both
Gresk Revivd ad Itaianate features, it was owned by Albert Adams in 1858, Given the gppearance of the house,
Adams probably built it ca 1855, dthough aca 1840 congtruction date with aremodeing in 1855 hes been
suggested. The more typical Greek Reviva-style house of Smeon P. Adams stands next door a 17 Union Street
(MHC #287; ca 1850). Albert and Smeon Partridge Adams were brothers (b. 1807 and 1809, respectivdy) ad
descendants of John Adams, whose 18th century farm included the Common, and from whom the Common was
purchased by the First Congregationa Church. Simeon P. Adams was the business partner of Hermon C. Figher,
who lived & 39 Union Street (photo 5, discussed previoudy).

Anaother housethat reflects the early industrial period gandsa 255 Main Street (MHC #189, ca 1856). Square
in plan and two gories tal, the Itdianate-style house hes ahip roof with projecting eaves supported by paired
brackets. In 1858, it was owned by the S Hills estate, which gppearsto have had land extending to Pleesant
Street. The house bears a date plaque of 1820, 20 it may incorporate dements of an earlier house, possibly that of
Asa Fisher, which was inthe vicinity by 1832.

While the district was overwhelmingly residentia, there were a least two sraw workshops (not extant) just
outsde it to the north of Church Square. Loca services within the district were concentrated neer the Red Brick
School a thejuncfion of Maple and Main gtreets. These sarvices included ablacksmith shop (not extant) and a
ca 1340 whedwright shop & 2 Maple Street (MHC #197). Both were operated by Henry Bemis, a cariage
meker and undertaker, whose modest house sfill gandsin dtered form a 314 Main Street (MHC #195). The
H.C. Fisher and Company Store, discussed earlier, isthe building on the southwest comer of the Common a 3
Union Street (MHC #286).

Lae Industria Period (1870 to 1915)

Thiswas Franklin's period of greatest industrial growth and prosperity. The railroad network was expanded in
1877 and 1883, linking Franklin to Providence, RI, and with the Boston & Albany Railroad, respectively. The

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-. OMB Approv.1 No. 1024-OOli
(8-1i)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Sheg
Franklin Common HD

Section number " Pge 7 Franklin (Norfalk), MA

dred railway ran dong Central Street, afew blocks south of the district, and dong Lincoln Street to the north,
connecting Franklin with Wrentham, Milford, Bellingham, and Medway. The production of straw goods
declined, but was replaced by an increase in textile manufacturing (woolens, worgteds, yam, felt, blankets,
towels, and shoddy) as well as the introduction of such new industries as the production of rubber boots, canning
of local produce, and box manufacturing. By 1830, the population stood a 4,051, and the town had 632 dwelling
houses. In redlity, the growth was greater than the gtatistics indicate because the eestem section of Franklin hed
split off to become the town of Norfolk. The period saw rapid growth in the foreign-bom population, particularly
Irish and Italians, who found jobs in Franklin's industries. At the dose of the period the population sood around
6,500.

In apromoetiona pamphlet prepared by Franklin's busness community in 1906 to mark the bicentennia of
Benjamin Franklin's birth, the town was described as follows: "Franklinis athriving, energetic, modem town,
with all the recent advancesin the line of superior schools, good streets and roads, eectric lights and sawerage
sysdem, well kept sdewaks, freelocd and rural mail facilities, bundant water supply and beautiful lawns,
keenly diveto all that isprogressve and desirable inresidentiad and industrial directions."

Residentid devdopment during the early part of the period is represented by the district's mog flamboyant
dyles, which are typical of the late-Victorian era when styles changed with dizzying soeed. Franklin's middie and
upper middle dass citizens built mog of the new houses. Edward H. Sherman, superintendent of the Erickson,
Sewat and Thayer Straw Works, built the ca 1875 Victorian Gothic-style housea 28 High Street (MHC #127,
photo 9). Sherman's deed to the land specifies that no public building could be erected on the premises without
the consant of the First Congregational Parish. Asa Austin Fletcher, asuccessful farmer, built the ca 1877
Second Empire-style house a 164 Main Street (MHC #185). 1t was subsequently owned and occupied by his
0N, Augtin Barclay Hetcher, who gave the townthe G.A.R. Memorial Boulder located aong Main Street in the
Common. E. C. Abbot, adenti<t, built hisca 1883 bracketed Itdianate-style house with a clipped geble roof and
large central crossgeble & 298 Main Street (MHC #193, photo 6). A similar house a 53 Union Street (MHC
#290) gppearsto have been built ca. 1880 by Andrew Harrington, J. The relatively modest Queen Anne-style
house a 150 Main Street (MHC #181) was built ca.l895, mog likely by George E. Emerson, adeder, who
owned itby 1902 and lived there with hiswife Amy until a least 1924.

Someof the earlier houssswere intheir second or third generation of owners. SAmon W. Squire, a Universdist
minister, lived inthe Greek Revival-stylehousea 287 Main Street (MHC #192, photo 7). Dr. George King
owned the mid-19™ century houses a 14 and 18 High Street (MHC #126). King settled in Franklin in 1857.
interrupting his medica practice to serve inthe Union Amiy as Surgeon of the Sixteenth Regiment in 1863 and
Surgeon of the Twenty-ninth Regiment in 1864.

(continued)
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By far the wedthiest person to build ahouse inthe district was Harry Taft Hayward (b.1867), atextile magnate
who bought the J. M. McKenzie woolenmill in 1892. In 1927, he created the H.T. Hayward Company, which
was conddered among the best woolen mills in Massachusatts. Hayward and hiswife, Edith WiresHayward, are
remembered as benefactors who presented the Bandstand (MHC  #915) on the Common to the Town of Franklin
in 1917. In the early 20th century, the Haywards cregted a gentleman's estate on the comer of Main and Flessart
dreets, with grounds extending to Queen Street on the eadt and to the Congregational Church and Parsonage on
the south. Opposite their estate to the west, the Franklin Common would have been avisud extension of their
grounds and vice-versa. The Haywardsbuilt their first manson ca 1907, replacing it with the present mangon
ca 1921

The land that became the Hayward Egtate was developed before Hayward built his first mansion. In 183 (Hdes
map), the housssof J Hill and J. Claflin sood dong the Main Stret perimeter. By 1858, the two earlier houses
had been joined by athird, owned by T.C. Hill, and afourth aong the south side of Pleesant Street belonging to
Mrs. A. Atwood. (Pleesant Street wias put in between 1832 and 1858.) The four houses and numerous assodaed
outbuilding remained until a least 1888, when they were depicted on the bird's eye map.

The Haywards purchased the Clafiin property in 1907 and built apicturesque Tudor Reviva-style mansgon with
numerous half-fimbered gables. They called their etate Oakwald because of the magnificent oak tree near the
comer of Main and Feasant streets. (The tree still dands, and isdescribed insection 7.) Between 1919 and 1927
(1921, according to the current owner) the Haywards replaced their first house with the classically proporfioned
Georgian Reviva mangion that dandstoday a 35 Pleasant Street (MHC  #232, photo 1). Thetwo houses
occupied asimilar degply set-back Ste on the property, but the present house hes alarger footprint. Around 1910
or perhaps contemporaneoudy with his Tudor Revival-style first house, Hayward built the only edate garage in
thedistrict (MHC #234, photo 2). It gands near the comer of Fleasant and Queen dreets in the northeast comer
of wha was once Hayward's seventacre etate.

Among the lagt houseshbuilt inthe late-industria period isthe ca. 1915 Craftsman Bungaow a 36 Pleasant
Street (MHC #235). Harry T. Hayward reportedly built the house as quarters for his staff, whom locas report
was the gardener. The bungaow sandsdirectly opposte the Hayward Edate Garage and displays the same gray-
and buff-colored granite stonework with beaeded mortar joints. Albert Mann occupied the housein 1915 ad
Weston Chadboume, achauffeur, was living there in 1924.

(continued)
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Three of the five housss dong Fleasant Street dateto the early part of the 20th century, but the other two were
built between 1858 and 1876. James Faxon, a carpenter built his modest ca. 1860, 1v2 story vemacular cottage at
28 Pleasant Street (MHC #231), and M. Fisher probably built the subgtanfid 1Vi story, ca 1870 house a 12
Pleasant Street. The latter has been dtered to the Colonial Reviva style, but an early 20th century photograph
indicates it was originaly an Itaiianate design with a Quean Anne-style wrapping porch on the south and west
devations. St well back from the street on a dight rise, the house isbordered by alow granite retaining wall that
endosesavenaable tulip tree.

An important ingtitufional building erected during the late industria period is the First Congregational Church
(MHC #186). Built in 1895 and designed by Water J. Paing, it is one of the few buildingsinthe district for
which the architect isknown. Walter J. Paine, aresident of Newton, was an accomplished Bogtor+based architect
whose work wias published in such pregtigious architectura periodicals as American Architect and Building
News. He designed houses as well as municipa and institufional buildingsin many Massachusettstowns. Like
his contemporaries, Paineworked in avariety of architectural styles popular inthe late 19th century (Queen
Anne, Shingle, Romaneque, Classicd Revival). One of his significant ecclesiagticd buildingsisthe 1893
Hancock Church (MHC# 66) inthe Lexington Green Historic District (NR District, 1976). Like Franklin's First
Congregationa Church, but by no meensaduplicate, it displays atower with pyramidal roof and prominent
gonework. When built, the Franklin church was afine example of the Shingle style. While it retains many of its
character-defming features (se section 7), it lost its textured brown shingle skin to whitevinyl sidingin 1967, an
dteration that could be reversed to restore this exceptiona building, which occupies aprominent location in the
district.

Paineés Shingle style church, erected a acost of $27,667, replaced the previous church on the site, which wes
degtroyed by fire in 1893. It is the fourth building to sarve Franklin's Congregafiondigts. In 1941, the First
Congregationad Church merged with the First Baptist Church, founded in 1868, to become the present Franklin
Federated Church. The merger came about as aresult of the notorious Great Hurricane of 1938, which destroyed
the Baptist Church on School Street. The Congregationdigts invited the Baptists to worship with them until a
new Baptist Church could be built. Asit happened, the Congregationdists were looking for anew miniger, s the
Baptist minister. Reverend Holger Schluntz, began to act as minister for both denominations, leading to the
Federation.

Finally, it was during the late industrial period that the Franklin Common became the location for the town's war
memorids. The 1879 (Bailey) bird's-eye map of Franklin shows the Common as an open goace with trees dong

(continued)
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the perimeter. By 1888 (Bailey Bird's Eye), aY-plan path network was in place. Lined with trees, the paths led
from both the northwest and northeest comers to converge neer the center of the Common and continue in a
draight line to the middle of High Street. The V portion of the path network remains today. The first war
memorid placed in the Common was the Civil War Soldier's Monument, erected in 1903. The gatue of the
Union Soldier was cut from amodd mede by the noted sculptor Charles Conrads of Hartford, CT. The origina
dandsin Manchester CT, where it was raised in 1877, after Conrads had mede asimilar satue for the Antietam
batflefield. Conrads (1839-1920), a German immigrant, was the chief sculptor in the sone and monument works
of James G. Batterson inHartford, CT. The donor of the Civil War Soldier's Monument, Frederick Atwood
Newell, was bom in Franklin in 1845. During the Civil War, he sarved in Company G, Fifth Massachusetts
Infantry. After the war, he moved to Attleboro, where he became an authority on jewelry and silverware. An
historic postcard photograph (ca. 1910) of the Civil War Monument shows it encircled by awidelawn bordered
by alow hedge and circular promenade.

Earlv Modem Period (1915 to 1940)

During the early part of this turbulent period, marked by World War |, The Great Depresson and the beginning
of World War |1, the Franklin economy was generdly strong. The textile industry benefited from the need for
blankets, uniformsand other war-related materials. After the First World War, the economy boomed until the
Great Depression gtruck in 1929. In 1927, Franklin hed twenty-three manufacturing establishments, and the
populafion peeked a 7,300. By 1933, in the midst of the Great Depression, the population had declined to 7,020.

During this period, two significant workswere placed on the Common — the Craftsman-style Bandstand in 1917
and the lovely World War | Monument of the pensive Doughboy in 1929 (photo 3). Inthe early years of the
period, condderable residential development occurred along Main Stregt north of the Common, making that area
the denset part of the district. A number of smple Four Square house types and one-story  cottages were built in
the 1920s The lagt housebuilt inthe district isthe modest ca. 1933 Tudor-Reviva style dwelling a 280 Main
Street (photo 6). Otherwise, new construction was limited to replacement of a previous building on the same lat,
the mogt notable example being the ca. 1921 Hayward Mansion (35 Plessant Street, MHC #232, photo 1),

which replaced Hayward's earlier mansion discussed previoudy. According to the present owner of the Hayward
Mansion, the first house was tom down and the present one erected to pleese Mrs. Hayward, who preferred the
classicd gyle. Like others of their dass and erg, the Haywards were avid horticulturists who traveled widdly,
collecting plants fromadl over the world. At one timethe carefully groomed grounds of the Hayward edate
featured a sunken garden, afishpondand fountain, arock garden, a greenhouse, and tennis court. Portions of a
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brick and limestone garden wall still exits dong Main Street, around the oak tree and dong the former drive thet
led to the main entrance. In addition to the ok tree, the grounds retain many mature trees including alarge m,
numerous cedars, and an ederberry.

Although Harry and Edith Hayward had no children, the property remained in and was occupied by members of
the family after both Haywards hed died. Inthe late 1930sor early 1940s the family reportedly donated the

entire etate to the Catholic Church (Boston Archdiocese), and the mansion became a convent for the Bemardine
Sdersasondaed with . Mary's Catholic Church. In 1944. whilestill in use as aconvent, the manson became a
resdence for children from broken homes, known as the Home of the Holy Child. According to the present
owner, the children lived on the third floor, which contained the original ballroom. The mandon sarved asa
convent until about 1972. Subsequently, the Archdiocese subdivided the sevenracre estate and sold the mansion.
For atimeinthe 1980s it was the Leland Academy. At present, it is aprivate residence.

The Catholic Church erected the Gothic Reviva-style St. Mary's Catholic Church (1923-1927, MHC #18,
photo 4) and the Colonial Reviva/Tudor Reviva-style Rectory (1932, MHC #17) & Church Sguere, the historic
dte of the Firs Medtinghouse. Both buildings were designed by Matthew Sullivan (1868-1948), a Bogton
architect who executed many commissions for the Archdiocese of Boston, including arectory for the Church of
the Sacred Heart in Manchester-by-the-Sea, S Lazarus Church in Eagt Boston and Bishop Stang Day Nursery in
Fdl River. The Massachusdtts Historical Commission's Maker Index lists nineteen of Sullivan's buildings, many
of which are of brick with bold and unusua limestone trim. Sullivantrained in the office of the distinguished
Bosgton City Architect Edmund March Whedlwright inthe 1890s. He became a sole practitioner after alengthy
patnership with the firm Maginnis& Walsh, which was nationally known for its ecclesiagtica Cathaolic
buildings.

The higtory of the Roman Catholic Church in Franklin datesto 1849 when the first Mass was sad by the
Revarend Charles O'Reilly inthe home of John L. Fitzpatrick on Medway Road (now 316 Lincoln Stregt). In
1851, Franklin's Cathalics began to atend a monthly Massin Franklin Town Hall (MHC #335) on West
Centrd Stredt, first with Reverend M. X. Carroll of Foxborough and then Reverend M. McCabe of Woonsocke.
In 1871, Franklin's Catholic community, represented by J. L. Fitzpatrick, purchased the Old Medtinghouse (not
extant) a Church Square, whichthey usaed as aMission Station until 1877 when the Franklin Parish wastbrmally
established with Reverend JamesGriffin named Pagtor. From 1876 to a leest 1888, . Mary's Catholic Church
good a the heed of the Common, probably to the left of the present church. The building was destroyed by firein
1900, after which messwas held in anearby parochid school on the comer of Ok and Beaver Stredts. That
ssocond building (designed by P.A. Tracy, architect in 1899), abrick structure, was destroyed by firein 1923, a&
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a which timethe comerstone was laid for the present St. Mary's Church (MHC #18, photo 4) facing the
Common on Church Square. Thus the mogt prominent site around the Common was restored to its historic
purpose s the location for a house of worship. In 1932, the present rectory was congtructed inthe vicinity of a
previous dwelling, which may have been the 1884 Rectory. Both the Church and Rectory were congtructed
during the pagtorate of Reverend Edward Kennedy, who served from 1924 to 1950.

Post-World Wer |l to the Present (1945 to 2003)

The postwar years saw the decline of manufacturing, followed by suburbanization and explosive population
growth. Interstate 495 was extended through the wegt part of Franklin in 1968, making Franklin a reesonable
commute to Providence and Boston. Since 1950, the population hes risen from 8,000 to gpproximately 30,000
today. There was, however, little new red estate devdlopment inthe district, primarily because the neighborhood
was built out. The postwar baby boom did fuel anead for more schoals, which was reflected by the erection of
St Mary's School (MHC #188) in 1955 on the northwest comer of the former Hayward Edtate. Ironicaly, the
siting of the school building dong the Main Street corridor walls off the Hayward Mansion, isolating it benind
the schoadl and its parking lot, but the school building does provide a defined edge for the eest Sde of Main
Street.

St Mary's Schoadl isagood example of the functional architectural aesthetic of the time; John P. Heffeman, a
Boston architect, designed the long brick Intemationa-style building. Standing opposite the Common, it wes
built during the Pegtorate of Reverend George M. Dowd and staffed by the Sigters of . Joseph. It opened inthe
fall of 1956 with eight dlassrooms plus office goace, and was expanded in 1960 (dso by Heffeman) to sixteen
dasyooms plus an auditorium and cafeteria. The school operated until 1972, subsequently becoming a center for
religious education as well as asocid center for the parish. Snce 1995, it has been the Benjamin Franklin
Classicd Charter School.

Mogt of the war memoriads on the Common date to the latter part of the 20th century, beginning in 1979 with the
installation of the World War II Monument, the Korean War Monument, and the Vietham War Monument. These
monuments, paid for by the Victory Memoria Fund and the Town of Franklin, were part of aredesign of the
north end of the Common inwhich the World War I Monument (photo 3) was reoriented to face Church Square,
forming abackdrop for the newer markers. During the decade of the 1980s, new sidewaks and curbing were
installed on Main, Union, and High streets, and sixteen lampposts were placed dong the wakways. The mogt

(continued)
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recent monument was installed in 1993 to honor those who sarved in the Gulf War. More recently, park benches
were added aong the wakways and the bandstand was refurbished. Clearly, the community takes pride inthe
Town Common, which is used for passve recregtion and community events. Listing of the Franklin Common and
the buildingsthat developed around it in the National Regiger of Historic Flaceswill build community pride,
fogter good stewardship, and help to ensure that these historic resources remain for future generationsto enjoy.

Archaeologica Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information relating to local
architecture, setfiement history, and the social, cultural, and economic characterigtics of the inhabitants in the
digtrict and town over a period of three centuries. Additional documentary ressaerch combined with
archaeologicd aurvey and testing may locate the sites and distribution of 18" century residential settlement inthe
digtrict that no longer survives. Architectural study of existing buildingsin the district combined with the
detailed andyss of archaeologica dites, including the contents of occupationd related features (trash pits,
privies, wells) may discover portions of 18" century structuresthat were incorporated into later buildings. The
stes and studies described above may dso identify architectura details of buildings that survive as
archeeologicd dtes and earlier periods of extant buildings now logt due to renovations.  Similar reseerch might
dsoreved condruction details associated with thesebuildings. Much of the information descnbed above may
dso be identified for later 19" and 20™ century buildings and their related components (outbuildings, bams ,
cariage housssetc)).

Higtoric archaeologica resources may dso contribute important locationa and architectura information relating
to mestinghouse gtructures, churches, and schoadlsinthe district. Precise locations, orientation, and architectura
details of thetown's first and second meeting house buildings may survive a the head of the common. Structura
evidence may survive that detail dterations to the second mestinghouse (1788) after it was sold in 1868 to
become Franklin's first Catholic Church. Important locational, architectural, and structural evidence may dso
aurvive a the stesof two earlier S. Mary's church buildings, the Congregationd Church (1872), and wood
frame schoadl that preceded the Red Brick school. Archaeologicd sudy of these early sites may indicate the
extent that earlier sructureswere demolished and portions of those buildings, if any, that were incorporated into
exiging gructures.

Archaeologica resources associated with the district's industrial/commercia/manufacturing activities may dso
contribute important information relating to the locations where these activities occurred, their scope,

(continued)
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technologica changethrough time, and evolution. Documentary reseerch combined with archaeologicd survey
and tegting may identify smctures, tools, products, and raw materids assodiated with the blacksmith shop
reported near the intersection of Maple and Main Streets. Similar information might dso exist from a
whedwright shop dso reported inthat area. Information obtained from these shops and other service-oriented
busnesses reported in the areamay contribute important evidence that indicates the type of sarvices and products
provided to other businesses and resdencesin the areas. Documentary research combined with archaeologica
rvey and testing may dso identify stes and extant examples of homes and outbuildings where sraw hats or
bonnets were manufactured as a cottage industry. Archaeologica and historical evidence may dso document the
changesthat occurred as the manufacture of draw items evolved from a home based industry to larger shops
representing aspecidized indugtrial/commercia enterprise.

(end)
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Other Secondary Sources
Franklin Public Library. Verfical files.

Beard, Chrigtine S Inventory Forms and Narrative history prepared for sdected properties in the Franklin Center
area 1939

Massechusatts Historical Commission. Reconnaissance Survey Report: Franklin, 1980.

Primary Sources

Depatment of Public Safety Card File, Massachusetts State Archive. (Flans available for the First
Congregationd Church, &. Mary's Church, and &. Mary's School as well as for dterations to the
Congregationd Church, Brick School and Home of the Holy Child (in Hayward Mansion)
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Franklin Assessorsoffice. Current data for al propertiesin the district
Franklin Department of Public Works. List of water-sawer hookups.

Maker Index, Massachusetts Historical Commission

Norfolk County Registry of Deeds: Partid chains of tifie for 28 High, 35 Pleasant., 158 Main, 255 Main, 282
Main, 287 Main, 3 Union, 9 Union, 27 Union, 39 Union Streets.

Historic Postcard collection. CD-Rom. Franklin Historical Commission.

Tdephone Interview with Mary Sqguillace, owner of the Hayward Mansion a 35 Pleasant Street.

Maps and Atlases

1795 Map of Franklin. Amass Hawes and Mosss Fisher, Surveyors

1832 Map of Franklin. John Haes, surveyor.
1858 Afiasof Norfolk Co. Walling

1876 Atlas of Norfolk Co.

1879 Bird's Eye Map of Franklin. Bailey.
1833 Bird's Eye Map of Franklin. Bailey
1955 Franklin Assessors efias

Sanbom Insurance Maps: 1884, 1889, 1894, 1898, 1904, 1911, 1919, 1927, 1949,1958 (last two are
corrected/updated versons of 1927.
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10. Gfiographical Data
Acreage of Property approximately 35 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 301500 4662700 3. 19 301160 4661940
Zone Easting Norttiing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 301500 4661900
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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nameftitte  Karen L. Davis, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
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street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Bliston state MA Zp coce 11212

AHriitinnal Dorumentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number. .telephone.

city or town .State_ _zip code_
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundarv Description

The Common - bounded by High street on the south. Union Street on the west. Church Sguare on the north, and
Main Street on the eest - is the core of the district. The first block of Fleesant Street, which is the eagterly
extenson of Church Square, is dso included. The Main Street boundary extends south of the Common to aout
the Deen Junior Callege Historic Digtrict (NR). The Main Street boundary a0 extends north to the Brick School
(NRfND) (at 2 Lincoln Street). The boundary of the district followsthe rear lot lines of all properties included on
the data shet and shown on Franklin assessors migp shets 074, 075. and 084.

Verba Boundarv Justification

The digtrict boundary hes been drawn to include the buildings surrounding the Common and to connect the Deen
Junior College Higtoric District (NR) to the Brick School, which isindividualy listed inthe National Regider.
Sited on atriangular parcel @ the intersection formed by Main and Lincoln streets, the Brick School providesa
visua terminus for the Franklin Common Historic District dong Main Street. The district boundary dong Union
Stregt extends one door south of the Common to include 73 and 80 Union Street because they are architecturaly
significant and visually linked to the Common. The district boundary aong Fleasant Street hes been drawn to
include buildings visible from the Common as well & severd connected with the Hayward Edtate, one of
Franklin's outdanding early 20th century edatesthat originaly had frontage dong Main Street, opposte the
Common.

(end)



OMB Apnrvvnl No. 1014-O0IS

NPS Fonn | 10-900-.
(S80)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shest
Franklin Common HD

Section number nhato  Page i Jweret (Norfolk), MA

PHOTO LIST

Photographer: Karen L. Davis
Date of photos: Fall 2002

Origina negatives givento the Town of Franklin, Planning Department

Phaoto # and description

1 - Hayward Mansion, 35 Hessant Street, south elevation (garden facade)

2 - Hayward Edate Garage, SV comer Pleasant and Queen Stregts, south elevation
3 - World War | Monument, Franklin Common, looking south from Church Sguare
4 - & Mary's Church, 1 Church Square, south (facade) and west devations

5-39 Union Strest, Hermon C. Fisher House, et devation (facade)

6 - (1-1) 280, 282, 298 Main Street, looking northwest

7 -287 Main Stret, G.W. Morse House, west (facade) and south devations

8 - 27 Union Street, Albert Adams House, south and eest (facade) elevations

9 - (1-r) 28 High Street, 80 Union Street, looking south



Franklin Common revised dds

MHC# St. # Street Historic Name I\flap-Lot Date style/type Status Categor
18 1 Church Sq. St Mary's Church 084-012 1923-7 Gothic Revival C B
17 1 Church Sgq. St. Mary's Rectory 084-012 1932 Colonial Revival/Tudor Revival C B

125 2 High st. Oliver Dean House 075-022 ca.1852 Greek Revival C B
Garage 075-022 Early 20thC C B
126 14 High St. Dr. George King House 1 075-023 ca.1845 Greek Revival/Cape C B
18 High St. Dr. George King House | 075-024 ca.1850 Astylistic jiC B
Garage 075-024 Mid 20th C C B
28R High St. E. H. Sherman Stable 075-025 ca.1l875 Stable converted to dwelling C B
127 28 High St. Edward H. Sherman House 075-026 ca. 1875 Victorian Gothic C B
196 2 Lincoln St. Red Brick School 084-043 1833 Greek Revival NR B
900 Main St. Franklin Town Common 075-038 1787 C Si
911 Main St. G.A.R. Memorial Boulder 075-038 ca. 1913 C 9
912 Main St. Spanish American War Memorial 075-038 1983 NC 0
913 Main St. Korean War Monument 075-038 1979 NC
914 Main St. World War Il Monument 075-038 1979 NC 0
915 Main St. Hayward Bandstand 075-038 1917 Craftsman C St
916 Main St. World War 1 Monument 075-038 1929 C 0
917 Main St. Gulf War Monument 075-038 1993 NC 0
918 Main St. Revolutionary Soldiers' Monument 075-038 1983 NC 0
919 Main St. Civil War Soldiers' Monument 075-038 1903 C 0
Main St Vietnam War Monument 075-038 1979 NC 0
Main St. Lighting system (lamp posts) 075-038 1982 Classical NC 0
Main St. Veterans' flagpole (at Church Sqg.) 075-038 1979 NA NC 0
Main St. Flagpole ( at High St.) 075-038 pre-1919 NA C 0
183 141 Main St. New England Telephone Company 075-101 1961 Colonial Revival NC B
180 144 Main St. Martin Greene House 075-018 ca.1840 Greek Revival C B
181 150 Main St, George E. Emerson House 075-019 ca.1895 Queen Anne C B
Garage 075-019 ca.1950 C B”
182 158 Main St. James S. Corbett House 075-020 ca. 1846/mid 20th c. Greek Revival/Colonial Revival C B
Garage 075-020 Late 20thC NC
184 161 Main St. Elisha Foster House 075-043 ca.1867 Itaiianate C
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185

186
187
188

189

190

191

192

193
194

164
167
171
183
201
254
255
260

265
266

270

271
275

280
281

282

287

298
299

303

Main St.
Main St.
Main St.
Main St.
Main St.
Main St.
Main St.
Main St.

Main St.
Main St.

Main St.

Main St.
Main St.

Main St.
Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

Main St.
Main St.

Main St.

Asa A. Fletcher House
Garage
Church parking lot

First Congregational Church
Congregational Church Parsonage

St. Mary's School
House

S. Hills House
Garage

House

Garage

Donald Chapman House
House

Garage

House

Garage

House

House

garage

House

House

Garage

H. S. Morse House
Garage

G. W. Morse House
Garage

Edward C. Abbott House
William Bartlett House
Garage

House

Garage
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075-021
075-021
075-042
075-041
075-041
075-039
084-016
084-132
084-132
084-017
084-017
084-131
084-018
084-018
084-019
084-019
084-130
084-129
084-129
084-020
084-128
084-128
084-022
084-022
084-127
084-127
084-031
084-126
084-126
084-125
084-125

ca.1877
Late 20th C

1895

1868

1955
ca.1900
ca. 1856
Early 20thC
ca.1900
Early 20thC
ca. 1890
ca.1900
Early 20thC
ca.1900
Late 20thC
ca.1l875
ca.1922
ca.1922
ca.1933
ca.1924
Early 20thC
ca.1840
ca.1920
ca.1850
ca.2000
ca.1888
ca.1910
Early 20thC
ca.1922
ca.1922
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195

197

230

231

232

234

235

286

287

288

289

290

291

292

304
307
311

314
319

12

14

20

28
35

36

17

27
39

45
53

59
61
67
73

Main St.
Main St.
Main St.

Main St.
Main St.

Maple St.

Pleasant St.

Pleasant St.

Pleasant St.

Pleasant St.

Pleasant St.

Pleasant St.
Pleasant St.

Union St.
Union St.
Union St.

Union St.
Union St.

Union St.
Union St.

Union St.
Union St.
Union St.
Union St.

House

House

House

Garage

Henry Bemis House
House

Henry Bemis Wagon Shop
M. Fisher House

Garage

House

Garage

Kelly House

Garage

James Faxon House
Hayward Mansion
Hayward Estate Garage
Hayward Bungalow
Franklin Academy

Amos H. Morse House
Simeon P. Adams House
Stable/Garage

Albert Adams House
Hermon C. Fisher House
Garage

House

Andrew J. Harrington House

Garage

Charles B. Lowell House
C. B. Lowell Stable
House

Theodore H. Roth House
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084-032
084-124
084-123
084-123
083-033
083-122

084-034
084-133
084-133
084-134
084-134
084-135
084-135
084-136
075-040
075-039
084-137
074-223
074-222
074-221
074-221
074-220
074-219
074-219
074-218
074-216
074-216
074-215
074-215
074-213
074-212

ca.1920
ca.1912
ca.1920

Early 20thC

ca. 1840/20thc.
ca.1922

ca.1840
ca. 1870/1920
ca.1920
ca.1900
ca.1930
ca.1905
Mid-20thC
ca.1860
ca.1921
ca.1910
ca.1915
ca.1836
ca.1840
ca.1850
Mid-19thC
ca.1855
ca. 1780/ca. 1840
Mid-20thC
ca.1880
ca.1880
Mid-20thC
ca.1870
Late 19thC
ca.1830
ca.1910
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Garage 074-212
293 80 Union St. House 075-027

Totals: 94 resources, 80 contributing, 14 noncontributing, 1 NR
Buildings = 79; 74 contributing, 5 noncontributing

Sites - 2; 1 contributing and 1 noncontributing

Structures = 1, contributing

Objects = 12; 4 contributing, 8 noncontributing

Previously listed= 1 building

Note: Dates for garages are generally drawn from assessors records

ca. 1910
ca.1875 Victorian Gothic

Key to abbreviations:

B=Building

Si=Site

St=Sturcture

0=0Object i

C=Contributing

NC=Noncontributing (less than 50 years old)
NR=previously listed on NR
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The Commonwedth of M assachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

February 14, 2005

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

Nationd Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8"'floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed pleasefind the following nomination form:
Franklin Common HD, Franklin (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the megting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Ore letter of objection has bean received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

(0’03 Robert Vallee, Town Council Chair
Dd Arnold, Franklin Historical Commission
Carol Harper, Franklin Planning & Community Deve opment
Karen Davis, consultant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www .state.ma.us/sec/mhc



RECEIVED

NOV 16 2C0lj

Timothy Bobola MASS. HIST, com

P.O. Box 32
Franklin, M A 02038

RE: Lot 084-132 255 Main Stret Franklin, M A
Franklin Common Historic District

Heese be advised | am the sole owner of the above-referred property. | strongly object to
sad property listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

Sincerdly,

encdosures

"Notary Public"
Ken Jay Weber
Commonwesth of Massadiusetts

My Cammrisn Bxpies O) My 52011



