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The Gov. Bellingham-Cary House,1659, i s the only existing house b u i l t (in parlf) 
by one of the founders of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. I t i s also the only 
remaining h i s t o i i c a l l y significant. 17th-18th c. structure i n Chelsea. 

The o r i g i n a l part of the building,known as the "old kitchen", was b u i l t by 
Gov.Bellingham i n 1659 as a hunting lodge. Richard Bellif(gham came from 
Boston,England to Boston,Massachusetts i n 1634 and served as Governor i n 
1651,54, and 65. Amongst his properties were a town house i n Boston, a 
summer home i n Charlestown, and the hunting lodge i n Chelsea. I n 1650 Gov. 
Bellingham divided his 365 acre property i n Chelsea int o four farms, named 
after t h e i r tenants, one of which was the Gary Farm. Gov.Bellingham died i n 
1672 and l e f t the property to his son Samuel. Gov.Bellingham was buried i n 
the Granary Burying Ground (on the National Register). ^ 

Samuel Bellingham l e f t the property to his wife,Mrs.Elizabeth Savage, who 
l e f t i t to her sister,Mrs.Rebecca Watts, who l e f t i t to her daughter-in-law, 
Ann An1;ram Watts. At Ann Watts' death , the property passed to her daughter, 
Reb|fr6a, who was married to Capt.C^ry i n 1741. I n the 1750's the Carys added 
the west parlor and the two rooms upstairs-to the house. I n 1763 the property; 
was becfu^hed to the Gary sons, Samuel,Thomas, and Jonathan. Samuel bought 
the shares from his brothers. 

SamuelyCary had prosperous plantations i n Granada,West Indies, and came back 
to the Gary House bringing his plantation ideas. I n 1772 he married Sarah 
Gray and they made the Gary House t h e i r home. I n 1791 Samuel spent $12,000 
making the small home in t o an elaborate mansion, with a stately staircase 
and elaborate panelling brought over from England. The property was extens­
iv e l y landscaped and i t became the showplace of the area. I t was called 
"The Retreat" and high society from miles around v i s i t e d Planter Gary. 

After Samuel Gary's death in 1812 and that of his wife in 1825, their two 
daughters sold most of the property to the Gary Improvement Society in 1825. 
It was bought by the Gov.Bellingham-Cary House Assoc^ in_1908, and is still 
owned by that association. , • 
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