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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gov. Bellingham Cary House, 1659, i stheonly existing house built (in parlf)
by one of t hefounders of t heMassachusetts Bay Colony. | ti salso theonly
remaining histoiically significant. 17th-18th c. structure i n Chel sea.

The original part of thebuilding, knownas the "ol dkitchen", was built by
CGov. Bel l'ingham i n1659 as a hunting | odge. RichardBellif(gham came from
Bost on, Engl and t o Boston, Massachusetts i n 1634 and served as Governor i n
1651, 54, and 65. Amongst hi s properties were a town house i nBoston, a
summer hore i nCharl estown, and t hehunting |odge i nChelsea. | n 1650 Gov.
Bel i ngham divided his 365 acre property i nChelsea into four farms, naned
after their tenants, one of which was the Gary Farm GCov.Bellingham diedi n
1672 and left theproperty tohis son Samuel. Gov.Bellingham was buriedi n
the Granary Burying Gound (ontheNational Register). A

Sanuel Bellinghamleft theproperty tohis wife Ms.Elizabeth Savage, who

left it toher sister, Ms.Rebecca Watts, who left it toher daughter-in-Iaw,
Ann Anl;ramWatts. At Ann Watts' death , theproperty passed t o her daughter,
Reb|fr6a, who was married t o Capt.C'ry i nl741l. I nthe 1750's t he Carys added
the west parlor and t hetwo roons upstairs-to thehouse. | n1763 t he property;
was becfu”hed t ot he Gary sons, Samuel, Thonas, and Jonathan. Sanuel bought
the shares fromhis brothers.

Sanuel yCary had prosperous plantations i n G anada, Wst Indies, and cane back
to the Gry House bringing his plantation ideas. |1 n 1772 he married Sarah
Gay and they nade t he Gary House their home. | n 1791 Sanuel spent $12, 000
making t hesmall hone into an el aborate mansion, with a stately staircase
and el aborate panelling brought over fromEngland. The property was extens-
ively landscaped and i t became t he showplace of thearea. | twas called
"The Retreat" and high society frommles around visited Planter Gary.

After Samuel Gary' sdeathin 1812 and that of hiswife in 1825, their two
daughters sol d nost of the propertyto the Gary | npr ovement Soci ety i n1825.
It was bought by the Gov. Bel | i ngham Cary House Assoc” in_1908, andisstill
owned by that associ ati on. ,
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