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1. Name of Property
historic name_ WEST STOCKBRIDGF TOWN HALL
other names/site humber.

2. Location

street & number. 9 MAIN STRFFT not for publication
city or town WEST STOCKBRIDGE vicinity
state MASSACHUSETTS code MA  county BERKSHIRE code_QQ3 zip code Q1266

3. Statft/Fftrifiral Agftnry Cfirfifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this  nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property

0 meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide O'locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

3

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
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State or Federal agency and bureau
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Signature of certifying official/Title Date
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West Stockbridge Town Hall

Name of Property

5- Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private X building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State __ site
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

_NA

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT- town hall
EDUCATION library

SOCIAI *meeting hall

COMMERCE/TRADE- retail stnrp.s

7. Descriptinn
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

MID 1fI'"* CENTURY- GrRsk Revival

Narrative Description

Berkshire,
County and

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing

i

JL

MA
State

Noncontributing

.building
sites

. structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT: town hall

EDUCA

Materials

TION- library

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls

roof.
Other.

STONE
WOOD: clapboard

METAL

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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SECTION 7: DESCRIPTION ~

The Wes Stockbridge Town Hall isatwo-story, Gresk Revival, wood-frame structure builtin
18%4. The building housesalibrary and town office goece on the first floor, and a 19* -century
auditorium on the second floor that hes been divided into offices for town officials. Used as aste
for public meetings, entertainment, and by a sariesof 19*-century businesses, the building's 150
years of higory are not only linked with the town's govemment, but with its commercia and
socid life. Although the exterior hes undergone some late 20 -century dterations, itsoriginal

form and omamentation have not changed. Recant interior dterations are reversble, and mog of
the building's original woodwork and decorative festures remain intact.

Weg Stockbridge isarural town of about 1,650 resdents, located onthe MassachusattsNew
York border. Thetown's segp, rocky terrain, part of the Berkshire Mountains, hes left it gparsdy
populated and minimally developed. Thetown's primary village (West Stockbridge Center) lies
in the valey between MapleHill and Harvey Mountain, where Rawson's and Wilson's Brooks
provided water to the town's early farms. The village isthe most densdy deveoped part of town
and iscdugered between the Route 41/102 junction and Sheker Mill Pond. It includes acluster of
19"-century commercia and industrial buildings, someof the town's fmest Greek Reviva
houses the Stick Style Congregationd church, and the Wes Stockbridge Town Hall.

Condruction datesfor the village'sbuilding sock range from the 1806 Sheker Mill to around
1920. Therailroad tracks, which used to run through the village, have been removed, and there
are no longer any manufacturing facilities there. The village encompasses arange of commercid
activities serving town resdents and summer visitors. Narrow Sde sreets extending esst from
Main Street are deveoped with acollection of modes wood-frame houses, mostly in the Gresk
Reviva style. Main Street retains itsdiagond parking, overhead wires, and late 20*-century
goosneck dresetlights. Park benches on either dde of the gtreet form the only landscaping; there
are no dreet trees.

On the eadt 9de of Main Stredt, just below Sheker Mill Pond, isthe Town Hall. This wood-frame
building is prominently situated, s&t dose to the Sreet on asmal lot landscgped with a garden of
perennids and ornamentd grasses The loss of adjacent buildings in a 1940 fire left a large vecant
lot (now usd for parking) to the south. Behind the Town Hall, the land dopes gegply upward in
arocky bank that risestoward the bese of West Stockbridge Mountain.

Architecturaly, the Town Hall isatwo-story, wood-frame, Greek Revival sructure, with asingle
ridge rooflineand a 9de-gabled plan. It retson alow foundation of local fieldstone and quarry
done The exterior walls are covered with wood dagpboards with afour-inch exposure A
danding-seam metd roof protects the building. Two corbelled brick chimneys extend through the
back dope of the roof A louvered cupolain the center of the ridgdineistopped with a
wedthervane inthe form of a roogter. The cupolawas added in 1978 to house abell preserved
from the town's 1878 Village School. (Photo 1)

(continued)
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The overal form of the building preserved the rectangular Georgian footprint that was the
dandard building prototype in many mral Massachusetts communities from before the American
Revolution to the eve of the Civil War. The exterior architecturd trim reflectsthe Gresk Revivd
influence of the second quarter of the 19* century, with a plain broad entablature below the eaves
line and adosed triangular pediment in each gable end.

The dongated double-hung 96 windows on the upper story reflect the long and narrow
fenedtration of the Italianate style, popular in the 1850s The double-hung 6/6 windowson the
first sory are amore traditional form, athough afew windows were updated with 2/2 double-
hung wood sash when the town library moved into the first floor in 1901. Aluminum triple-track
gorm pands currently protect al the windows. The windows on the upper sory are hung with
louvered exterior wood shutter, which were in place by 1884.

On the front (west) devation of the building, the firsfloor is defined by Gresk Revival pilagers
that aupport a sscondary comice projection. Four doublelleaf entries shdtered by bradkeed
triangular door hoods (indalled in 1986 and 1987), are arranged asymmetrically acrossthe faSade
and intergperssd with sx double hung 66 and 2/2 windows Theuppa dory features a regularly
gaocd array of five dongated windows with no direct rdation to the entries and windows bdow.
(Photo 2)

The dde (north and south) devations are relatively smple. On the north geble end, the lower
dory isdevoid of windows snce it abutsthe main interior Saircase. The second dory fegtures a
symmetrical pair of dongated 96 windows under the triangular pediment of the gable end. There
isno window opening in the pediment. The south gable end shows abdanced fenedtration of two
&/6 windowson the lower story, and two eongated 96 windows above. There is no fenedtration
in the triangular pediment. There is awooden basement bulkhead a ground leve neer the
southwest corner of the building.

The rear (east) devation features an asymmetrica array of three panded doors and four double-
hung windowsat ground level, including one blind (shuttered) window location with what may
be the original solid panded exterior shutters. The upper sory presentsthe more regular pattem
of five dongated window openings. The sscond opening from the south has been fitted with a
transomed metd exit door leading to an iron fire escgpe (ingtalled in 1908). The shutter hinges
and dogs (hold-backs) survive on the rear second-floor windows, dthough the shutters
themsdlves have been removed.

The first-floor interior goacewith primary entries on the west elevation was originaly desgned to
accommodate private budnesses (notably alocal bank) as well as town offices in three rooms:
one large room to the north and south, and asmaler middieroom. The floor plan hes bean
modified severd times to accommodate the town library and to add modem restrooms. At the
north end of the building, the entry vestibule opens directly to awide straight-run Sarcasethat
leeds to the former auditorium upgairs. A narrow sscondary daircase lined with horizonta
headboard is located a the southeest comer of the building.

(continued)
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Thefirgfloorisdivided into an office lined with horizontal headboerd walls and narrower
headboard cdlings, a hall way/retroom area with smilar headboard walls and ceiling, and a
library condging of two large reading rooms and agmnall dorage area on the narth dde. The
southem office's caling may have bean indalled aspart of a 1901 renovation prgect. The
northem reading room was renovated with a presssd-metal celling when the library was moved
into the town hall in 1901 (Photo 4) The central reading room was converted from sdectmen'’s
offices to library space in 1975. Mid 20*-century light fixtures (probably ingalled in a 1946
proect) survive in bath reading rooms Originalfloor boar dson thefir stfloor have been covered
with carpeting and/or linoleum. (Photo 3)

Thetown's 19*-century vault survives in the library'scentra room. It hes a heavy iron exterior
door, and double interior doors latched with a massverotating iron bolt. The ingde of one of the
doors isinscribed with thewords L. Moffat, West Stockbridge, Mass." in large white |etters.
Local merchant Lawrence M offat provided the iron doors for this vault, which was ingtdled in
the South Room in 1880, and relocated to the Middle Room in 1901 (Town Report, 1880/1,
1901/2).

The sacond floor interior gpace was originally a high-calinged open hall with a Sage platform at
the south end, added in 1835 by West Sockbridge cabingmaker Martin Rees. It wastraditionally
usd for tomn medtings dances movies, and avariety of popular entertainments and community
events Although the space was subdivided in the 1970s with partitions and masonite panding,
svea dgnificant period details remain. The main daircase a the north end retains its beaded
wainsooting, turned balugers carved newd pog, and handrail. The former auditorium retains the
characteridic plade walls and ceiling, beaded wainscoting, and narrow-board wood floor s.
Didinctive Gresk Revival-gyle eared window and doar surrounds survive in all visble locations
Theoriginal celing haght suggests the vdume of the gpace, and the haght and location of the
dageis gill evident. (A 1920 toawn regport ssams to indicate that the auditorium once hed a plager
cornice, which was removed that year.) The sage survives & the south end of the building,
though it hasbemn endosad for use as an office goace It retains its headboard gpron and
proscenium surround, which indicate wherethe original gage opening oncewas (Photos 5-7)

Bassd upon acursory examination, the overal condition of the Town Hall building isremarkably
good. Although the building hes suffered from deferred maintenance and sequentia remodeling,
the architectural form and detailing of the building are largdly intact. With no obvious sgn of
gructurd failure, the building should be a good candidate for restoration and reuse.

The Wegt Stockbridge Town Hall is one of the oldest public buildingsin the community and
represants avernacular architecturd tradition that was deeply rooted in rural Massachusets
communities prior to the Civil War era Its unbroken 150-year history of use for civic ad
community functionsis particularly significant. On the bads of its architectural cheracter and
historical significance, the Town Hall merits aconcerted effort toward preservation and adeptive
reuse

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes are known on the town hall property or inthe generd
aea(within one mile), itispossble that dtesae present. Environmenta characterigtics of the
property represant locational criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) thet are
favorable for the presence of Native Stes. The Town Hall occupies awell-drained, levd to
moderatdly doping riverineterrace in dose proximity to the Williams River. Shaker Mill Pond, a
dammed portion of the Williams River, ad the river are located less than 1,000 feet to the
northwest, west, and southwest of the Town Hall. The entire town of West Stockbridge is located
within the Housatonic River drainege. Given the above information, the sze of the property (less
than one acre), and condtruction of thetown hal and utilities, the potentia for locating significant
ancient Native American resources on the property islow. Any potential ancient resourcesthat
were present were destroyed by congruction of the Town Hall, landscaping, and instalation of
utilities.

A modeaae potential exists for the recovery of higtoric archaeologica resources on the Town

Hall property. Stratigraphic evidence may exist that documents landscepe changesto the
property in preparation for Town Hall construction. Congtruction festures may aso exis.
Additional historical ressarch, combined with archaeologicad survey and testing, may identify
dructura evidence associated with outbuildings, barns, or gables. Archaeologica evidence of
occupationd-related features (trash aress privies, wells) may aso be present. No higtoric period
landuse hes been identified on the property prior to construction of the Town Hall in 1854.

(end)
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Name of Property
«* Statement of SignifiranrB

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Ji A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_xC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is;

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihlingraphical Referennes

Berkshire, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Commerce

Education
Entertainment/Recreation

Politics/Government

Period of Significance
1854-19.59

Significant Dates
1854 (original construction)

1901 (first floor renovation to accommodate library)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
JL Local government
_University
X Other
Name of repository:
Berkshire Athenaeum (Pittsfield, MA)
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The 184 Wes Stockbridge Town Hall retains ahigh degree of integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The historic town hall meets both
Criteria A and C on the Nationa Regigter as alocally significant property.

The Gresk Reviva municipal building in West Stockbridge is one of the oldest public buildings
in town. For more than 150 years it hes sarved not only as amunicipal meeting place and
government center, but o as an office goacefor abank, pod office, and law office, retail goace,
and reading rooms for the town's library. The Town Hall's second-floor auditorium was usad by
loca bands, gports teams, drama clubs, fratemal organizations, traveling lectures and performers,
and hes hogted graduations and other civic functions.

Berause West Stockbridge isa amall town (dnce 1790 its population hes fluctuated between
1,000 and 1,981), resdents have often taken on muhipleroles in the community's commercidl,
industrial, social, and governmenta history. Congtruction, maintenance, and renovation of the
town hall therefore became a cooperative community effort by merchants, builders, craftsmen,
and manufacturers, who dso served as town officers. The Town Hall'srole in the community's
political, socia, commercial, and educationd life megtsCriterion A in the aress of Politicsand
Government, Commerce, Entertainment, and Education. Although the building hes suffered
somewhat from deferred maintenance and late ZON-cantury remodeling, it meets Criterion Casan
example of amid-19"-century, vemacular, Gresk Reviva municipa building.

Settlement and Colonial Period (1675-1790)

The southwestern comer of Berkshire County first attracted the notice of European settlers during
King Philip'sWar in 1675, when a group of about 200 Narragansett Indians were pursued west
by aparty of Connecticut Militia under Mgjor John Talcott. Over the next 30 years, Dutch sditlers
from New York and English settlers from centrd and eastern Massachusatts, Connecticut, and
Rhode Idand gaked claimsto the fertile intervae lands dong the Housatonic River. By the early
18* century, many of the indigenous people in this areahed fled in the wake of thewar. In the
1720s, about 20 Mahican familiesremained dong the river (Gamett, p. 1).

The Wegt Stockbridge areawes first known as Queensboro; itsrugged terrain medeit one of the
more inaccessble parts of Stockbridge. The first English settler in this arealis believed to be John
George Eadand, who established his home there in 1758, around the dte of the present Camp
Kingsmont {ibid, p. 6). West Stockbridge resembled Benjamin Wadsworth's "hideous howling
wilderness' more than it did the "pleesant, fertile intervade land” of the neighboring townsthat
etablished themsdves adong the Housatonic's broad floodplain. The areawas covered in
mountain forest or svampland, with white pine predominating in the northern part of town, and

(continued)
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ash and maple in the svampy arees By the late 19 century, mogt of the areawould be deared
{ibid p. 28).

As with mogt Massachusattstowns. West Stockbridge's early roadsfollowed river valleysand old
Indian paths Three major roads ran through town: one from Stockbridge west to State Line, the
MassechusettsNew Y ork border (gpproximately along today's MA Route 102); one along the
Williams River (neer today's MA Route 41); and one leading from Alford through the
southwestern part of town through West Center. In the early 19 century. West Stockbridge
became an important sagecoach sop aong the Housatonic River Tumpike, which ran from Lee
to Sate Line toward Albany and points west (Spaulding, p. 638-639).

The areathat became West Stockbridge Village was part of a 140-acre tract bought by

Mgj. Elijah Williams (son of the dder Ephram Williams) from Native resident Robert
Numgkouwat in 1763. The land hed been the Site of an unsuccessful attempt by Dutch and Indian
resdents to build adam and st up amill. Williams completed the dam and built his home and
iron forgethere. The forge becamethe Williams Iron Works, and the river was named after him
(Gamett, p. 6).

In 1768, the parent town of Stockbridge voted to alow resdents of the westem part of town to
keep part of their tax funds to hiretheir own preecher and crestetheir own parish sgparate from
Stockbridge's. The following year, the town voted to alow the westem part of town to bresk
avay from the eedtern. Fiveyears later, a delegation from Stockbridge presented a petition to that
effect to the Generd Court. The new town was gpproved and incorporated and itsfirst town
meseting was held on duly 4, 1774. By thistime, about 40 familieshed settled in West Stockbridge
{ibid, p. 54).

Thetown was no sooner incorporated than it was thrown into the midst of revolutionary activity.
In 1775, it gppropriated funds to purchase wegpons and ammunition, and Elisha Hooper and
Benjamin Lewis were gppointed as a Committee of Correspondence. Forty-eight townsamen out of
apopulation of 370 served in the Continental Army. The iron worksa Williamsville are believed
to have forged cannon for the war effort, and became known as the "Independence Forge” (ibid,
p. 25-30).

After the war, the town and many of its resdents were financially strapped. It took West
Stockbridge five yearsto pay off debts incurred during the war years. Many area resdents
retumed from service to neglected farmsand crushing debts, with no funds but the nearly
worthless Continental currency. Well-to-do landowners took advantage of the Situation to snaich
up debtors property a bargain prices.

(continued)
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In ] 786, when Danid Shays of Pdham gathered a group of men to prevent evictionsand
foreclosures by forcing the courts to close, Stockbridge resdent Perez Hamlin followed suit.
Outraged to return from the war and find his brother in debtors prison and his father'sfarm

under foreclosure, Hamlin gathered a group of Berkshire County resdents to march on the court
a Great Barrington. Among the West Stockbridge rebd s were Paul Hubbard, foreman a the
Williams Iron Works, and 30-40 of hisfellow ironworkers. The group demanded suspenson of
court action againg debtors, the drafting of legidation for financia relief for Massachusetts dett-
drapped resdents, and the rdease of imprisoned debtors. Hamlin's rebellion succesded in
shutting down the Great Barrington courts twice, and in forcing the rdlesse of prisoners, many of
whom fled to New Y ork Stateto avoid Massachusatts court jurisdiction.

Shays and Hamlin's sucoesses led the Massachusatts governor and legidature to teke
conciliatory action to calm the furor. Legidation ameliorating some of the more onerous
provisions of debtor laws heped quell someof the dissent. Meanwhile, the sate government
assambled troops to dage amilitary as well as apsychologica victory. Five hundred govemment
men led by Cept. Stoddard assembled in Stockbridge to fight the Berkshire rebds.
Simultaneoudy, Paul Hubbard was assembling his own force of about 200 a the Iron Works. In
February, 1787, 300 govemment troops marched to Wes Stockbridge to sege a three-pronged
atack on Hubbard's group, who were surrounded and forced to yield with a minimum of
bloodshed. Although the rebellion fell gpart, its point hed been made; not only Massachusetts
lavmakers, but also the representatives of the Congtitutional Convention kept their concems in
mind.

Federal Period (1790-1830)

For the first 15 years of its history. West Stockbridge hed no buildingsfor ether itsreligious or
governmenta activities. Congregationdigts and Baptist resdentsjoined forcesto build the town's
first meetinghouse in 1788. By 1790, the town's population had nearly tripled from its 1776
total, with 1,113 residents. The old meetinghouse sarved double duty as church and town hall

until 1828, when a new schoolhouse with meeting spece on the second floor wias built in the West
Stockbridge Village, reflecting the growth of the commercia center. Town mestings aternated
between the new schoolhouse and the old meetinghouse until about 1846, when the village
became the permanent municipal center (Spaulding, p. 633-634).

Asthe village becamethe center of thetown's commercid life, it acquired its own
Congregationd church in 1843. (The church bumed and was replaced by the present Stick Style
dructure in 1882.) Judt north of the village, aMethodist Episcopa congregation was organized in
1834, and built their Greek Revival-stylechurch, later converted to agrange hall, on
Pittsfield/Swamp Roed in 1838.

(continued)
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Early Industrial Period (1830-1875)

Unlike many New England communities that progpered from water-powered industries. West
Stockbridge's 19*-century economy was besad on its geologica resources Iron mines and marble
quarries became the town's principa employers. West Stockbridge marble became knownfor its
drength and wes exported for use inanumber of mgor public buildings. Even before railroads
cameto town, marble was shipped for use in New Y ork and Bogton's City Halls(Historv of the
Countv of Berkshire, 1829, p. 193-194, 275). By 1827, the town was exporting nearly 2,700 tons
of marbleayear, and the quarries kept 200 men employed. At its pesk, the town had fourteen
marble mills. Lime, a byproduct of marble quarrying, was manufactured in kilns near the
quarries.

Iron formed the other component of thetown's economy. At first, surface ore was usad for the
town's first ironworks, but in 1826, an Englishman from neighboring Richmond leased land
aong Baker Street inthe northern part of town from Nathaniel Leete, and begen excavating iron
ore. (Theiron industry would begin to decline in the 1830s but some mines continued to operate
until the 1910s when competition from chegpar westem mines put them out of busness
[Berkshire County Historical Commission, p. 5-6].)

The shipping dilemmeas of its quarries and mines led to the first railroad service in westem
Massechusetts In 1831, the Massachusetts legidature granted permission for alineto run from
the New York gate line to West Stockbridge Village. The next year, the Hudson & Berkshire Rall
Road Company was officially incorporated and charged with building 35 miles of railroad from
Hudson, NY, to Siate Linein West Stockbridge. The project was contracted in 1835 and
completed three years later. In 1842, the railroad was extended to Albany. The north-south-
running Housatonic Railroad aso reached Wes Stockbridge in 1842. The West Stockbridge
gations becamea centra distribution point for cod ddliveries to the rest of Berkshire County
(WPA, p. 97).

The new transportation sysem secured the commercial dominance of West Stockbridge Village.
The north-south Housatonic Railroad followed the Williams River, and the eest-west Hudson &
Berkshire (later the Boston & Albany) skirted the mountains to reach a naturd junction in the
town's northeest corner (Berkshire County Historical Commission, p. 6).

Wext Stockbridge's mountains were exploited for their timber, which was cut and bumed in
charcod pitsto produce the fuel nesded for creating high temperatures required for smelting the
iron.

By the mid 19* century. West Stockbridge conssted of anumber of industrial hamlets, all but
one of them aong the Williams River. An 1831 mgp shows that the main village was dreedy well

(continued)
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devdoped with its own pog officeand school, astring of buildings dong Main Street, and apail
and tub factory on the west sde of theriver.

Through the first three quarters of the 19 century, West Stockbridge's population climbed eech
decade, though there wes abrief falloffjust prior to the Civil War. By 1875, with both marble
quarrying and iron mining going strong and the Williamsville paper mill in production, the
population had pesked a 1,981 resdents, nearly doubling the town's 1800 population of 1,002.

West Stockbridge Town Hall

By the 1850s the village of West Stockbridge was athriving collection of commercid and
industria buildings, including hotels, stores, tradesman's shops, and marble and iron processng
facilities. Some manufacturers and merchants mede their homes abovetheir shops, others built
Greek Reviva and Itaianate houses north and south of the commercia core and aong the Sde
sregts

The property that eventually included the West Stockbridge Town Hall was developed in the
1830sfor taverns and hotels to accommodate railroad travelers. Just south of the Ste were the
Railroad House and the U.S. Hotel (built ca.l838, now the Card Lake Inn). By 1854, when Wext
Stockbridge gppointed a building committee to find agte for anew Town House, the property
was owned by Benjamin P. Bissall and Henry W. Stickney of Pamer.

At its March 184 town meeting, the voters of Wes Stockbridge appointed Sdectmen Franklin
Tobey, John M. Gamwell, and Nahum H. Stowell to sdect atown hall ste and put together
congtruction plans and edimates. A month later, Thomas W. Bamesand iron manufacturer
Stephen R. Gay were added to the committee and were authorized to "use their discretion in
locating & building for the best interest of the Town but not to exceed the sum of two thousand
five hundred dollars’ (Town Meeting Minutes, Apr 3, 1854).

A few dayslater. Franklin Tobey purchesad the Railroad House and ten acres of land from
Stickney and Bissell. By June, Tobey had paid off each partner and an outstanding mortgage to
Brooklyn, NY, resdent Cathaina Wendell, for atotal cost of $4,200. In July, Tobey solda
portion of the land to the town for $500. Construction must have proceeded quickly, as the hall
wes ready for the November dections and usad as apolling site. The new building wasformally
dedicated with agrand New Year's Ball on Jn 1, 185 { Pittsfield Sun, Dec 21, 1854).

Unfortunately, surviving town records do not provide details about the Town Hall's construction.
John M. Gamwell was ameagter carpenter; it is possible that he participated in the congtruction,
but there is no documentation to confirm this. The only payments that can definitely attributed to
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work on the building are a payment of $6.70 to farmer Thomas W. Bames and $77.88 to Charles
Read, who is listed on the 1850 census as acarpenter (West Stockbridge Town Records, 1854).

The Building Committee evidently overspent; the next year'stown warrant included an article to
raise $500 to "make up the deficiency of the lagt year's appropriation” (Town Meeting Minutes,
Mar 13, 1855). The building was designed as a multipurpose sructure, perhgpsin the expectation
that it would be self-sufficient. The three first-floor rooms were to be rented out to local
bugnesses, while the upgairs auditorium would sarve as the town meeting goace. (The Sege that
currently occupies the south end of the roomwas not added until 1885.) Sdectmen Martin R.
Kellogg was appointed to act as Agent for the Town Hall and collect rent from the tenants.

In 1859, William Chegter Spaulding (1832-1902), who would play amajor role in both the town's
and Town Hall'shistory, was dected town clerk and treesurer. Bom in Sheffield, MA, Spaulding
wes the town's only lawyer for many years Because West Stockbridge was such a small
community, town officers often held more than one position to meke sure all duties were filled.
Spaulding was dso a member of the ceametery and school commissions, postmedter, and treesurer
of the Miners Savings Bank (established 1872). Spaulding's quarters in the Town Hall's South
Room sarved as bank, pogt office, and town office for severd decades. Spaulding probably hed
his office there by 1859, and remained until his degth.

The Village Pog Office was one of thefirst tenants. Some time between the completion of the
Town Hall in 184 and the 1876 publication of FW. Beaers mgp of Berkshire County, it had
moved into anew building (no longer extant) between the Town Hall and the Railroad House

In 1869, merchant and sdectman Charles W. Kniffin became agent for the Town Hall. That yesr,
someornamenta painting was gpparently done locd painter R.K. Blissreceived $10 for
graining, though what he grained wes not specified. Kniffin listed every person who rented both
the downgtairs commercia goace and the second-floor auditorium. Tenants that year included a
W. Linnew, a Miss Webger, druggist Harry B. Boynton, and William C. Spaulding. Downgairs
tenants were charged rents ranging from $75 to $80, which they complained were too high.
Kniffin commented: "The occupants of the lower rooms of the building, claim the rents now
charged are too high. | have charged $30 each, for the North and South rooms, and $75 for the
middle room™" (Town Report, 1869-1870).

Kniffin'sreport listsanumber of "professors’ as having rented the auditorium; these may have
bean traveling lecturers or performers. One "Professor Blitz" might have been amagician; a
March 16, 1871, item in the Amherst NH Farmer's Cabinet includes an anecdote of a prectica
joke played by "Signer Blitz, the magician." Fratema organizations using the hall included the
Wisdom Lodge of the Free and Acoepted Masons and the Knights Templar. The Latter Day
Sants were still apresence in town; they rented the hall as well. The Union Singing Association
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held rehearsals and/or performances in the auditorium. Two loca residents, conductor F.\W.
Tanner (it isnot clear whether he was arailroad conductor or amusical conductor, though the
former ssamns more likely) and teeamger T.E. Robinson rented the hall, perhgpsfor socid events.

In 1872, Wes Stockbridgefinally got itsown bank when the Miners: Savings Bank was
chartered. Charles W. Kniffin was presdent and William C. Spaulding served &s tressurer. In
1872, the town gppropriated $700 to add avault to the Town Hall, probably to accommodete the
new bank, which was likely located in Spaulding's office goace, Snce town records do not ssam
to indicate a sgparate goace being leased by the bank. Exactly $219.98 was et to finish the
vault in 1873.

Late Industrial Period (1875-1910)

Thetown's population pesked in 1875 & 1,981. By thistime, mog of the developable land in
town was in use & farms, quarries, or mines. In 1885, attomey and locd higtoricd William
Spaulding estimated that about three-fifths of the land was ether "improved or improvable’
(Spaulding, p. 629). Today's heavily forested landscgpe would surprise the town's 19™-century
resdents.

It isnot dear whether the Town Hall initially functioned as office goace for the town, or only &
mesting space By 1875, town reports begean to refer to a Sdectmen's Room in the Town Hall,
though there is no information about where the room is, or whether the sdlectmen shared soece
with one of the tenants. Later records indicatethat the sdectmen took over the Middle Room, but
it isnot clear whether thiswas the caseinitialy (Town Report, 1875-1876).

The 1876/7 Town Report isthe next one that shows town hall rentals in detail. William Spaulding
was charged $90 for renting the North Room. Jewder and watchmaker T.S. Heath paid $90 to
rent the South Room, and druggist James S Moore pad $15 to rent the Middle Room. Hegth dso
caried gationery, cutlery, and sporting goods in his gore. He continued as atenant until 1901,
when his gore was converted into library space A band weas granted permisson to practice in the
Town Hall one night aweek, and the town received $52 for rental of the upstairs meeting soece
Later town reports do not provide renta specifics.

The Middle Room briefly served asan office for adruggist, insurance broker, and investment
agent James S. Moore. Like Spaulding, Moore also served astown clerk and treasurer for many
years, he also served as selectman, registrar, moderator, notary public, and state legislator, as well
asbeing amember of the school and library committees. The 1885 Berkshire County Gazetteer
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described Moore as an agtute and well-respected businessman, who was "known as thoroughly
undergtanding his busnessand it is understood that his goods are "purely pure™ (cited in Garnett,

p. 57).

In 1878, the Town Hall was spruced up with some new chairs and a stove. The following yesr, it
hoged the 49* Regiment's reunion, and the West Stockbridge Comet Band held rehearsdls and
performances there.

In 1880, after severd yearsof requesting funds for repairs (articles proposing funding gppeer in
the town warrant starting in 1877, but gpparently were not approved, as no gppropriations were
meade), the town finally gpproved funding for amajor renovation, & the cost of $792.18. The
project included the addition of afireproof vault for town records. Loca contractors Wilson &
Read performed the bulk of the construction. Kniffin Brothers supplied paint and oil, George
Olds did the painting, lumber dedler H. Woodmff provided lumber for ceiling partitions, and
Robert S Wesks did masonry work. T.S. Heath and William Spaulding painted and papered their
dhopsand offices. Merchant and gristmill owner Lawrence M offat supplied the iron doors for his
vault (hisinscription isstill visible onthe interior of the doors). Woodruff & Barrett, lumber
deders provided framing for the vault; carpenter and former congtable Alfred Markham did some
of the congtruction. F.F. Reed provided brick, iron manufacturer John P. Pomeroy provided sand,
and blacksmith and carriage meker James Arnold providediron. Lime burner M. Tmesddl's
Sons supplied cement and lime, and D. Murray supplied sone. Heath and Spaulding continued to
rent the North and South Rooms, with their annud rents reduced from $90 to $75 (Town Report
1830-1881).

By 1883, some town resdents sought to upgrade the Town Hall'sauditorium as a performance
Foace A warrant article requested funds to build aplatform or gage in the building. By this time,
it was dear that the sdlectmen had taken over the Middle Room for their own use. The only
tenants listed were now Heath and Spaulding. The Town Hall hed shutters by thistime; Heeth
Foat $2 to repair them. Windows were repaired and soreensof wire cloth added by J.H. Butler.
D.H. Newton painted and papered the sdectmen’'sroom, purchasing awalpaper border from
Kniffin Brothers. Pittsfield furniture deder James M. Burns supplied an office table for the
sHectmen's ue (Town Reports, 1883-1885).

In 1885, $50 was gppropriated to build the Town Hall stage that had been proposed in 1833.
Lumber deder James Woodruff supplied materids, while cabinetmaker Martin Ress gopears to
have done the labor. Kniffin Brothers supplied nails. New setteeswere provided by A.G.
Whitcomb. A new gtove was ingtaled, and gutters and locks were repaired. The following yesr,
new chairs were bought from West Stockbridge fumiture deder L.W. Jones(Town Report 1835
1886).

(continued)
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At thistime the town's population showed adecrease of nearly 15% from the previous census es
laborers sought their fortunes dsawhere. The population continued to decline until the 1950s
faling to alow of 1,023 in 1905, nearly half of the 1875 pesk. Except for two brief upswings in
1910 (1,271) and 1925 (1,212), the population would remain below 1,200 for the first half of the
20* century.

In the late 1880s, the town took seps to addressitsfailing industrial besa According to
Picturesque Berkshire, the town sought not only new busnesses, but aso anew kind of resdent.
Noticing the growing number of well-to-do summer residents attracted to surrounding Berkshire
towns. West Stockbridge's community leeders st their sghts on awedthier clientele. "The town
hes of late begun to offer some inducement for city people to come among her people, and there
ae many handsome dopes and dedrable dtesfor building purposes, or for city homes and
country seetswhich in afew years, itisthought, will be taken up by thisdesrable dass of
visitors' (Child, p. 87).

In 1839, the town voted to make further improvementsto the Town Hall, alotting $50 to
purchase curtains and scenery. I1n 1889, the roof was shingled again, and shelves were ingdled in
the slectmen's room by cabinetmaker Martin Rees (Town Reports, 1888/90). In 1890, the town
established itsfirst library. A board of trustees was gppointed and $25 gppropriated to st up a
free public library, which was ingtaled in aroom over the Kniffin Brothers sore. Charles W.
Kniffin became chairman of the Library Tmstees and carriage meker James P. Carpenter saved

& scretary. The sate donated $100 worth of books, while town residents contributed another

155 volumes. Mrs. Julian Williams became the town's first librarian.

Thetown ds0 conddered enlarging the Town Hall in 1890, but the article was gpparently voted
down and never reconsdered. In 1891, the Town Hall was painted by local contractors M.
Hollihon and J.B. Scott, with paint provided by merchant W.H. Edwards. It is undear whether
the interior or exterior were painted. The 1891/2 town report notesthat $66.50 was received for
"rent of hal for shows and dances”

In 1892-1893 the town purchasad new setteesfrom G. N. Hopkins, and the back of the building
was deaned. Miss Wheder "and others gave an entertainment a Town Hall" to raise funds for
the library. The next year, another concert brought in more funds for the library, which were used
to buy and bind megazines. By 1894, the library's budget was up to $115, and the trustees were
lobbying for araise for librarian Mrs. Williams (Town Reports 1892-1894).

In 1897, the town was asked for funds to purchase additional safes for town use Town Hall
Agent William Spaulding reported that "...the hall hes been rented for local meatters, as donations,
fairs, and society gatherings, for the mere expense of running it. Therepairs mede in the late

(continued)
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yeers have put the building into fair condition, and | know of no further materid repairs as nesded
a present.” That same year, Spaulding and Hesath's rentswere reduced to $65 ayear (Town
Reports 1897/8).

In 1901, jeweler T. S Heath moved out of the Town Hall, and his shop was renovated to
accommodatethe library. Spaulding made amajor upgradeto his office & acos of $111.70. A
new ceiling was ingtalled by G.D. Goodrich (possibly the present headboard ceiling), and other
work wes doneby L.W. Bradley, T.E. Robinson, and painter J.B. Scott. Truesdde & Fuary
supplied lime and cement for the relocation of the Town Hall vault from Spaulding's office in the
South Room to the Sdectmen's office in the Middle Room.

The library's trusteesreported satisfaction with the move:

Since moving into our new room, inthe town building, thelibrary has been visited, and books
taken out by people intown, who never visited the old rooms, and strangers intown visit the
library, making much more workfor the librarian. We now send a box of books every week to
West Center, and a number are sent lo Sate Line, and many more aretaken out inthevillage
thanformerly. We now have one of thefinest rooms, and well selected a library, ascan befound
inany small town inthe state (Town Report 1901-1902).

Early Modern Period (1910-1958)

The tum of the 20* century brought an upswing in limestone and marble quarrying, which
dtracted Italian immigrants from the northem provinces of Verona and Vicenza and from the
province of Sondrio, near Milan (Berkshire County Historical Commission, p. 5). The new
immigrants brought atemporary upswing in the town's population, which roseto 1,271 in 1910,
went down briefly to 1,058 in 1920, and roseagain to 1,212 in 1925. By 1920, the town had about
100 Itdian families.

In spite of the brief upswing inthe marble and lime busness Wes Stockbridge's indudtries were
generdly indecline. By 1904, only the Richmond Iron Company gppears on town magps By
World War |, the iron mines hed finally met their demise with the closing of the Legte Ore Beds
The lime-burning industry was in decline by the 1920sand 1930. In 1928, the New England Lime
Company went out of business, followed by Clifford Miller's kiln, which closed after his degth in
the 1930s

In 1914, the Town Hall got a new roof, ingtdled by George R. Root. By that timethe library was
using the town schools as unofficial branches, lending books out for sudent use The second-
fioor auditorium also added an educationd function when it was usad for Chautauqua metings
during the 1920s During World War |, the Town Hall becamea dite for war relief activities. A

(continued)
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group of Red Cross volunteers gathered there to knit scarvesand other items for Belgian and
French war refugees.

In soite of the 1914 repairs, a 1920 report on the Town Hall was not positive. "Thetown hdl is in
auch condition today, that it will require quite alarge sum to put it back into presentable
condition. The old plagter comice should be removed and the wallsrepainted. Lagt year's
appropriation was entirely inadequate. About two weeks after town meeting one of the chimneys
blew off and an examination of the other one showed a condition that nesded re-building” (Town
Report, 1920).

Like mogt communities. Wes Stockbridge struggled through the Great Depression. During thet
time, the Town Hall received anew coat of paint and plaster, and WPA workers redecorated the
library, ingtalling new lights and shelves, and creating anew cataog and filing system. Through
the 1930s and 1940s the Town Hall'sauditorium sarved as a gymnasium for school sports

By 1939, Wext Stockbridge's identity was beginning to change from that of aquarrying and
mining town to an agricultural community with agrowing population of summer residents.
Summing up the changes, WPA higtorians dated: "Lenox and Stockbridge have put on airs,
Richmond and West Stockbridge have remained farming towns, though in no ssnse are they
backward communities... ‘Our principal crops? Wal, reckon they're hay and summer people,’ the
naives say" (WPA, p. 87).

With the onset of World War |, the Wes Stockbridge Library became involved inthe Victory
Book Campaign, collecting books to sand to servicemen oversees Studentsraised money for the
junior Red Crass and the " Children's Crusade for Children” to assst children in war-tom
countries. The Town Hall provided mesting soece for volunteer organizations doing war work.

After the war, the town planned improvements in the village. New sidewaks were ingtdled in
front of the Pogt Officeand Town Hall, and asudy was proposad to assess the possibility of
creating anew school and community center. In 1946, the library was redecorated and painted by
Charles Magner and new lights were ingtaled in 1948 & acogt of $136.50 (Town Reports, 1946,
1948).

The postwar years saw incressed growth in West Stockbridge. Population grew 10 % between
190 and 1950, from 1,062 to 1,165 resdents. Except for abrief pausein the late 1970s the
population climbed dowly but steedily for the next half century.

Anticipating the Town Hall's centennid, the town undertook a $5,000 repair plan that included
repainting the building's exterior white with green trim. After completion of repairs and painting,
the town report proclaimed that the hall hed bean "brought into A-1 condition. The building is

(continued)
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now clean, warm and comfortable and is a suitable place for al Town officerstowork in." The
library d<0 received anew coat of paint in 1952 and anew linoleum floor and bookcases the
following year (Town Reports, 1952-3).

In 1957, Main Stregt was widened and resurfaced and new curbstones and sdewaksinstalled.
The Town Hall received anew centrd hegting sygem that year. That same year, the town'sfirst
Panning Commission was appointed. It began working on aMaster Plan for Wes Stockbridge,
hoping to address concems about future growth, economic, agricultural, and industrial
development, and school enrollment. The completed Magter Flan was rdeased in 1960 (Town
Reports, 1957-61).

Recent History (1959- )

In the 1964 Town Report, officials commented on the dilemmaWest Stockbridge faced in trying
to defineitsidentity, and s gods for the future:

Our town isat a crossroads... For years we have been trying to definejust what direction our
community should move in. Should we stay a bedroom town catering only to summer tourists? Or
should we try to attract industry and actively promote new trade? Or attempt all of this?

Our Town must continue to make itself inviting in appearance, educationalfacilities, and other
services... Thereisalways something to do, see, or hear inor near West Sockbridge. We are
within minutes of cultural and recreational activities which draw thousands of vacationers
annually to the Berkshires...Our Town isthe Gateway to New England. Modern highways arethe
key to our prosperity. Raw materials, finished products, andpeople must he moved swiftly, easily,
safely. Thereisgood transportation onthe Massachusetts Turnpike and the Berkshire Extension
of theNew York Thruway, a major Chicago-Boston route of travel, and we are not more than a
day's Journeyfrom any major market in the Northeast. Thisisa boon to attract both industry and
tourism.

In the mid 1960s, the zoning bylaw was completed and presented to voters, creating four districts
- two residentid, one commercia, and one for manufacturing. Minimum ot Szes and satbacks
and maximum building heights were spdled out. The new bylawswere gpproved in 1968.

By 1971, the Planning Board noted the increesad popularity of the Berkshires as a tourist
atraction and raised concams about how Wes Stockbridge should handle anticipated
deveopment pressures "With fast growing interest in Berkshire lands it is becoming more and
more difficult to try and kegp the town inacountry amosphere as mogt of us have knownit. The
land in West Stockbridge is being sold to outdde interess & afast pace At the same time
because of various reesonsit is being daosed to people for using it for passve recregtion” (Town
Reports, 1971).

(continued)



NPS Fomi 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest West Stockbridge Town Hall
Wes Stockbridge (Berkshire), MA

Section number 8 Page 13

Two years later, a Bicentennid Committee was st to plan cdebrations for both the town's 200*
birthday in 1974 and the nation's in 1976. Loca contractor John Agtore (1909-2005) was
responsible for restoring the sacond floor of the Town Hall. A native of Sderno, Italy, Adore
moved to West Stockbridge as a child when his parents were one of anumber of Italian
immigrants who cameto work inthe quarries and mines. Astore served as an ass=sor and
Planning Board member for many years, and ran the John J. Agtore Construction Company. Later
in the 1970s, Agtore partitioned the second-floor auditorium for desperatdy needed town office

Space

In 1975, the town converted the Middle Room of the Town Hall, which had bean the sdectmen'’s
office, into additiona goecefor the library, a acost of $1,250. The library organized a Friends
group to hdp with fundraising for the project. The interior was painted, new furnishings and light
fixtures ingtalled, and a"heritage room" st up with exhibit casss and plans for displays. The
town aso gpproved the construction of a cupola on the Town Hall to accommodate the school

bell that had been salvaged from the 1878 Village School when it was replaced in 1948 (Town
Report, 1975). In 1978, Donadd Mann and Anthony Skorput built the cupola usng $2,500 in
funds remaining from the bicentennia celebration.

Like many Massechusdttstowns. West Stockbridge faced afinancial crisisin the 1980s The
sdectmen diminated all but $1 of the library's $2,500 budget. V oterstwice defested an override
to raise additiona funds. An amount of $1,250 in date aid and agift from the John Lewine
Library Fund kept the library open through the summer and fall of 1982, but trustees expected to
dosad the facility once the money was exhauded. Friends of the Library sponsored book and
beke sHesand a concert a the Congregational Church raised funds to kegp the library open
{Berkshire Eagle, July 1, 8, 1982).

In 1986, the town received a grant to conduct an energy audit for the Town Hall, hopingto
eventudly gamer grant funds for anew heating system, storm windows, and insulation. Repairs
were medeto the south sde of the hall, and two canopies were added over the doors on the front
falade. In 1987, the Town Hall recaived anew furnace, and plans were underway to paint the
building. Two more canopies were added over the entry doors. New ductwork was ingdled in
1988. In 1989, the Town Hall was painted by prisoners from the Berkshire County House of
Correction. The town's Capita Planning Committee recommended seeking more goecefor town
offices, for boards, committees, and police (Town Reports, 1986-9).

The 1990s sawv agrowing interest in protecting some of West Stockbridge's historic buildings.
The higtorical commission became more active. In 1996, the West Stockbridge Congregationd
Church wes ligted inthe National Regider of Historic Places and in 1999 the 1838 Grange
(originally the Methodist Episcopd church) waslisted.

(continued)
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In 1996, the town turned once again to the problem of the overcrowded Town Hall, looking a a
number of drategies for increasing town officegoace Among the proposals consdered were
renovating and expanding the existing building, buying the former train gation and converting it
to town offices, and building anew facility while usng the old Town Hall for expanded library,
archives, and Historical Commission gpace The town addressad parking problems by purchasing
property & the reer of the Town Hall (Town Report, 1996/7).

By the end of the 20* century, the town felt financially comfortable, noting " .. .the mid 90's were
turbulent and the town found itself in direfinancialstraits..." but by 1999 the tressury hed
$400,000 infree cash, and sdectmen concluded that the town was in "excellent financial shgpe
and gppears poised to embark on a period of economic growth and prosperity.” The town
continued to mull over the Town Hall dilemma. In its 2000 report, the sdectmen referredto a
1964 report that hed complained about overcrowded conditions. "The nead hes not gone awey ...
we ran out of room along time ago...some officers are till working out of their homes™

Progpectsfor avillage commercid reviva began to improvewith the new millennium. In 2002, a
new pededtrian bridge was built across the Williams River a the southern end of the village. By
2005, the Card Lake Inn (the 1838 U.S. Hotel) was restored and reopened. "The downtown is
vibrant once again,” sdectmen reported, "with the re-opening of the Card Lake Inn and the
Village Oven is expanding to meat demand. The other established restaurants continue to thrive."
Around the same time. Town Historian Robert Sdemo reported an "increesed leve of interest in
our town's history,” evidenced by a"newly revitalized Historic Commission, large interest in
saving the Town Hall building, and initiation of the Town Oral History project..."(Town Report,
2005).

With the absorption of the town's school population by aregiona schoal, the town voted to dose
the Village School and convert it to aCommunity Center, housing town offices, library, anew
senior center, and recregtiond facilities. An architect wes hired to develop plans and edimates
(Town Report, 2002).

In 2004, the town began working with EDM Architects, Inc. on a plan to convert the Village
School into town officeand library space, in conjunction with asenior center proposal. When a
date grant nesded to fund the senior center was tumed down, the town revisad its plan, expanding
the anticipated goacefor town and library use and reducing the size of the proposed senior center.
At the 2006 town mesting, voters authorized the town to borrow $2.6 million to convert the
Village Schodl for town office and library use The town aso voted funding for reconstruction of
Main Street Sdewalks {Loca Yokd, Apr-Jun 2006).

(continued)
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The town aso organized acommittee to review the Town Hall stuation with an eye to preserving
and possibly selling the building. In 2005, the town budgeted $6,000 “to establish the historical
datus and significance, including a structural assessment and building appraisal.” The committee
hired a gtructura engineer, a historic presarvation specidist, and ared edate gppraiser. The
engineer found the building to be "well maintained and in good shepe™” while the historic
presarvation consultant recommended nominating the building to the National Regigter of
Higtoric Places, an opinion that was supported by the Massachusatts Historical Commission. In
the process, the committee acknowledged the building's contributions in all aspectsof the town's
history - political, cultural, socid, and educationa. Jod Hotchkiss, chairman of a recently formed
committee to determine the Town Hall'sfate, described it as "the cornersone of Main Street.”

The committee recommended retaining title to the building, reopening the second fioor for
"lectures, meetings, historical digplays and education, town museum, and performance space”
and returning the first floor to itsorigina commercid use Recommended renovations would a0
make the building ADA compliant, with second-floor accessibility and handicgpped-accessible
restrooms. Anticipated revenue from renting the first floor would be used to resore and maintain
the building. The committee recommended setting up anonprofit organization to managethe
building and undertake afundraising campaign.

The committeg's recommendations were gpproved by the 2007 annua Town Meeting. The
current nomination of the Town Hall to the National Regider will foster the rejuvenation of a
building thet hes played akey role in West Stockbridge's political, social, and commercia
higtory.

Archaeological Significance

Higtoric archaeologicd resources described above may contribute important information related
to condruction of the Town Hall, additiona dructures and facilities located on the property, and
activities that occurred in the Town Hall building and surrounding area. Archaeological data may
contribute important details about Town Hall congtruction that are lacking in surviving town
records. Stratigraphic records of soil coresand excavation units may contribute important
evidence that indicates the extent of grading and/or filling of the property in preparation for Town
Hall congtruction. Construction features may also exist that contribute information related to
methods and techniques usad in congtruction of the Town Hall and later renovations. Detailed
andysis of artifactsfound around the Town Hall and in feastures may contribute important
architecturd information rdated to the Town Hall structure and changes after initial construction.

Additional historical research, combined with archaeologicd survey and testing, may locate the
full range of structures and their function as part of the Town Hall facility. Structural evidence of

(continued)
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barns and/or stables may contribute evidence of 19*-century transportation and the availability of
thosefacilitiesat the Town Hall. Structura evidence of outbuildings may d<o contribute
evidence of support facilities and mantenance activities available a the Town Hall. Detalled
andyds of the contents of occupationd-related features (trash aress, privies, wells) may
contribute important evidence of the activities that occurred a the Town Hall. Occupational-
rdated features may a0 contain socid, cultural, and economic information related to the West
Stockbridge residents who ussd the Town Hall facility.

(end)
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Boundary Description

The boundary for lot 64 begins a the southwest comer of the West Stockbridge Town Hall lot
and procesds north along Main Street approximeately 70 feet to the southwest comer of the
property & 7 Main Street. Thence running eest gpproximately 55 feet dong the southern ot line
of 7 Main Street, and then turning south for gpproximately 30 feet. The boundary then turns
eaderly, and runs S80-13-17-E adigance of 139.26 feet to an iron rod. Running thence S-13-51-
27-W adigance of 59.77 feet, then running N-81-48-51-W adigance of 90.75 feet to an iron
pipe; thence N-12-35-35-W a digance of eight feet to an iron rod set; then running N-83-57-15-
W adigance of 40 feet to an iron rod. Running thence N-08-21-00-E a digance of 25.15 feetto
an iron pipe; running thence approximately 56 feet to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification

The boundary isthe same as the property lines for the West Stockbridge Town Hall.

(end)
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Photographer: Michele Plourde-Barker
Date: October 2006

Location of negatives Agricola Corporation

Photographs:
1 Exterior view, showing west and south evations
2. Exterior view, showing north and west devations
3. Interior view, first floor library arealooking west
4. Interior view, first floor library arealooking southwest
5. Interior view, sscond floor hall looking southwest
6. Interior view, second floor officeslooking northeest
7. Interior view, sscond floor office looking south
Attachments:
1 Wes Stockbridge assessor's mgp (2006)
2 Photograph of Town Hall, ca 1900-1920 (courtesy of Robert Sdemo)
3. Photograph of Town Hall, ca 1952 (courtesy of Robert Sdemo)
4. Photograph of Town Hall, ca 1955-1970 (courtesy of Public Library)
5. Photograph of Town Hall, ca 1970 (courtesy Berkshire County Historica

Society
Map of West Stockbridge, published by Richard Clark, 185
Map of West Stockbridge, from Walling, Map of Berkshire County, 1858
West Stockbridge insert, from Walling, 1858
"Wes Stockbridge," from Bears, Atlas of Berkshire County, 1876
0. "Wegs Stockbridge," insert from Bears, 1876
11. 1904 map of West Stockbridge, reprinted in Gamett, West Sockbridge, 1774-1974
12 Zoning mgp of West Stockbridge, 1998
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West Stockbridge Towh Hall, circa 1900-1920
Image courtesy of Robert Salerno
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West Stockbridge Town Hall, circa 1952
Image courtesy of Robert Salerno



West Stockbridge Town Hall, circa 1955-1970
From the collection of the West Stockbridge Public Library
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West Stockbridge Town Hall, 1970s
From West Stockbridge Folder (W-4), 697-706, Berkshire Historical Photograph
Collection, Berkshire County Historical Society.
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West Stockbridge, Mass., from Beers, F. W. County Atlas of Berkshire, Mass.
New York: R.T. White & Co., 1876. ATT*"GHMeA”r X
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New York: R.T. White & Co., 1876.
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Board of Selectmen

9 Main street West Stocl<bridge, Mass. 01266-0525

RECEIVED
Tel. (413) 232-0319
Fax. (413) 232-7195 August 4, 2008 AG 20 P
E-mail: bosws@bcn.net
Ms. Betsy Freiberg MASS. HST GOV

Nationa regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusstts 02125

Dear Ms. Freiberg:

This letter acknowledges the support of the West Stockbridge Board of Sdectmen in the
nomination of the West Stockbridge Town Hall for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Flaces Our old Town Hal is an important centerpiece of our downtown
community and we eagarly ook forward to itsinclusionin the Nationa Regigter.

Thank you very much for your assgancein this nomination.

Sncerdy

uu<2STSTcaycl MNind. of SehxtnuurxJ
CC:

Greg Farmer,

Historic Preservation Consultant
Agricola Corporation, Inc.

P.O. Box 861

Chicopee, Mass 01014

Christian Goodwillie
Charman
Wes Stockbridge Historic Commission
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The Commonwesalth of M assajchu”gi: MM A
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedth

May 5, 2000 M assachusatts Historical Commisson

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
r Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleesefind the following nomination form:
Wes Stockbridge Town Hall, 9 Main ., Wes Stockbridge (Berkshire), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Stete
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commert.

Ore letter of support hes bean received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg n
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cC. Gregary Famer, Michdle Fourde-Barker, conaultants
Robat SHemo, West Stocklridge Higoricd Commisson
Curt Wilton, Wet Stodkhbridge Board of Sdedmen
Dama Bixby, Wet Stocklridge Fanning Boerd Chair

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



