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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tobias G. Mealey House in Monticello takes on the appearance of a 
rambling conglomerate of gables, porches, chimneys and additions which emanate 
from a simple, two storey, frame Greek Revival style structure of 1855. The 
majority of the additions were made prior to 1900 during the period when the house 
was occupied by the Mealey family as a year-around residence. The property upon 
which the house is located is on the outskirts of the urban area and is relatively 
secluded by dense vegetation.

Although additions have been made to the original structure, exterior facade 
treatments are relatively uniform. The total is sheathed by narrow-lap clapboard. 
The second storey is incorporated within broken pedimented gables. Original windows 
are standard six-over-six. A large, colonnaded porch comprises the entire first 
storey of the west facade; this facade was originally the front of the residence 
and retains a side-and-top lighted entry. Subsequent additions to the east of the 
structure include the present kitchen and summer kitchen; these areas also link 
with a newer two storey building presently used as an antique shop and garage/ 
storage.

The interior comprises a parlor, living room, study, and chamber on the 
first floor of the original portion of the residence; bascially, only the parlor 
retains original design treatment in woodwork, ceiling ornamentation and carpet, 
the chambers on the second floor, however, have retained original configuration.

The Mealey House is presently in need of minor repair and restoration work, 
the most pressing demand being placed on a total painting. In general, the house 
is in sound structural condition and well maintained with sympathy to historic 
integrity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mealey House is significant as the long-term residence of Tobias Gilmore 
Mealey, prominent Monticello pioneer-businessman and Minnesota Legislator.

Tobias Gilmore Mealey f s association with the town of Monticello begaiTlLn 
1855. Prior to this, he resided in New Brunswick trying his hand at farming, 
lumbering and merchandising. Returning from a trip to the California gold fields 
in 1852 where he engaged in similar activities, Mealey returned to New Brunswick 
via the Great Lakes, visiting Minnesota along the way. Impressed by what he 
saw, Mealey returned to Minnesota in 1855 with his wife Catherine. As St. Paul was 
too established and Minneapolis/St. Anthony prospects were not yet developed, 
Mealey settled in Monticello or Moritzious as it was then called. Because much 
of the land adjacent to the Mississippi River had been claimed, Mealey built his 
home on its present location above the river which he considered home to too many 
unsavory river-front people. .

Within two months Mealey invested in a lumber mills and farm land. Later he 
engaged in several other businesses; a starch factory, clothespin factory and 
a general store that was to be eventually run by his son.

Politically active, Mealey served as Justice of the Peace and Probate Judge. 
In 1873 Mealey served in the Minnesota House of Representatives. He was elected 
to the Minnesota State Senate and served from 1874-75 and from 1878-1881.

Mealey f s prominence in the community brought him in contact with other 
influential Minnesotans. Thomas Lowry, owner of the Minneapolis Street Railway 
Company owned a summer home and stock farm; the land having been sold to him 
by Mealey. James J. Hill, railroad baron and good friend of Mealey, went as 
far as to build a railroad spur near the Mealey home so that guests could 
conveniently attend the wedding of Mealey 1 s daughter, Susan to Rufus Rand.

Mealey died in 1904 and his wife moved in with a daughter. Thereafter, his 
home was used as a summer residence until about 1940. The house was left un­ 
attended until 1947. Since then, it has been occupied with restoration being con­ 
ducted.
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