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NATI QL. REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i appl i cabl e)

The Firth/ Glengarry Historic District is a cohesive cluster of
subur ban houses dating from 1843 to 1910, and contains fine representative
exanpl es of the architectural styles nost prevalent in Wnchester during
that period. Also contained within the district is a small residential
subdivision devel oped by WilliamFirth, which served as a catalyst for
the extensive residential buildingon Wnchester's west side during the
early years of the twentieth century. Therefore, the Firth/ Gl engarry
Historic District meets Criterion C of the National Register of
Historic Places.

ARHTECTURL. SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other areas within the conmunity.

The Firth/Glengarry Historic District contains notable exanples of a
nunber of md-nineteenth to early twentieth century styles of architecture,
and illustrates the stylistic variations which occurred from the 1840s to
1910. Houses are sited close together on lots of nodest size. The uniform
scale, sethack, and residential use create an overall cohesiveness.

The Firth/Glengarry Historic District is located at the southwestern
comer of Vedge Pond, just north of Church Street and beyond W nchester's
smal | business district., The earliest house in the district is the Synmes
Tenant House (1843, #76), built in the Geek Revival style. The builder
of this house was Gardner Symmes, a descendant of one of one of Wnchester's
earliest settlers. The Symmes Tenant House i s a two-and-one-half story
gabl e-roofed dwelling, based on a rectangiilar plan, and sited with the
ridge parallel to the street. The house is side-entered and is encircled

(continued)
HSTARCAL SAGNHCANCE Explain historical inportance of area and how the area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

Few houses stood in the area southwest of Vedge Pond, during the
nineteenth century. Not until the 18905 when W lliramFirth began amassing .
acreage inthe area, was there any significant activity. Qnce Firth
consolidated his holdings, he subdivided the land into houselots of nodest
proportions, and at the same time laid out G engarry Road and G assnere
Road (betv/ieen 1896 and 1899). Firth hired architect Robert Coit, knovm
for his somewhat grander residences i n suburban Boston, to design attractive
and comfortable housing for Wnchester's grow nﬁ popiilation of businessmen

e

and professionals. 1n 1900 Firth advertised t houses, and described them
as "...situatedin the best part of Wnchester, five mnutes from steam

and five mnutes from electric cars. Houses contain al |the |atest

i mprovenents..." The houses were initially rented, with Firth retaining

ownership. Rents ranged from $575 "to $625 annually. The first occupants
of the Firth devel opment houses vrere businessnmen and professionals nost
of whomworked i n Boston, and could take advantage of the recent inmprove-
ments i n passenger rail service to the city. By 1908, Firth had sold
most of the houses.

~ Robert Coit was an architectwio mintained offices in Boston, and
resided in Wnchester ina house of his ow design at |9 Hillside Avenue.
Coit was hired by WlliamFirth to create a suburban retreat, in the

Victorian tradition.
B Bl G3PHY and/ or REFEHRENES

Deeds.
W nchester TownDirectories,

Advertisement i n unknown Boston newspeSer/y2/ 1900 (Archival Center files)
Article on Robert Coit, The American Architect. 1/27/1915. '
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b?/] a one-story Doric |oortico, with fluted colums. Characteristic of
the style are the full-length wndows of the |ower story, and thesi x-
over-six w ndows of the second-story, as well as the overhanging com ce
and w de cornerboards. . _ _ _ _

. Two houses inthe Firth/ G engarryHistoric District exenplify the
m d- ni neteenth cent u_r?/ trend toward the ?l cturesque inarchitecture, and
both are fittingly sited on anple |ots at the edge of Veédge Pond. (e
of these i s the Bellows House (circa 1854, #418), which closely
resenbles Design XVII, "A Villa inthe English Rural Style," from
A.J. Downi ng*s p%%ul ar md-nineteenth century publication. The
Architecture of untry Houses. The Bellows House i s characterized b?/
an overall asymmetry, the exagerrated overhan? of the roof and steeply

I tched gabled dormer and porch roofs, sone of which are truncated.

e Charles Curtis House (1865, #412) i s inmportant as one of few |ocal
exanpl es of a fully-devel oped, well-detailed house i n the Carpenter
Cothic style. [Itscarriage bam stands nearby, and has been converted
to residential use. The Curtis Houseexhibits the irregular silhouette and
f?nleful scroll trimin the bargeboai i s which are characteristic of the
style.

The Elisha Bangs Tenant House (circa 1886, #98) i s an unusual
doubl e house formor the Stick Style. Rel atlvefy few exanples of this
style are found i n Wnchester. e Bangs House features an overall
vert|ca||t%. The front slope of the roof i s extended to formthe roof of the
front porch, which has segmental openings and a frieze with a pierced
design. The house boasts a nodest amount of "stickwork" intended to
reflect the interior fram n% Elisha Baigs owed a nunber of rental
pro%grtles I n this neighborhood, although he resided at a |arge estate
on Bacon Street.

The John Rhodes House (1889, #75) stands at the coner of Bacon
and WI dwood Streets, in the southwestem conmer of the district. |t
conbi nes el enments of both the yueen Anne and Shingle styles. A two-and-
one-half story house with a brick and shingle exterior, the Rhodes
House derives itsnass froma series of interlocking geonetric forns.
The broad expajises of roof surface are clad i n wood shingles. Qﬁeen
Anne features include the panelled chimeys, oriel wndows and the
use of a variety of materials. VWndows are varied in size and placenent.

The nost anbitious house inthe Firth/GengarryDistrict i sthe
St ephen Saan Lan%oey House (1892, #404), which conbines el enents of
the Shingle and Colonial Revival styles. Aongwthits |arge
carriage bam this estate occupies over an acre of land, inaji area
whi ch otherw se consists of closely-spaceddwellings. Lsuigley (b.l847)
was by his own estimate a mllionaire, wo nade his fortune ina
Bost on- based novelty business. Later Langley noved to "Brooksmout h"(1858)
(see #19» an estate along the westem shore of Mystic Lake, opposite
his childhood hone, the Saan farm (on the grounds of the present-day ;
Wnchester Country Cl ub).

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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~The Langley House i s a two-and-one-half story gable-roofed house
conbining el enments of the Shingle and Col onial Revival styles. Notable
features include the polygonal conmer tower and the porte-cochere. The
exterior is clad i nwood shingles.

WIlliamFirth's ownresidence stands onDix Street. The Firth
House (circa 1907, #420) i s one of conparatively few houses i n the
district which fit into the nmainstream of Col oni al Revival desi Hn.
Firth was the devel oper of the surrounding residential neighborhood.

The Firth house i s based on a rectangul ar_l%l an andis capped by a

ganbrel roof, with a modillioncom ce. efront slope of the roof is
punctuated by three gabled dorners. The center entrance i s set within
a full-width front porch with Doric colums, anda modillioncom ce.

The house at 5 Pine Street (circa 1900, #403) i s another of the
dwel lings inthe district built by developer WIlliamFirth and designed
RX; architect Robert Coit. The house contains numerous features of the

edi eval Revival style, including steep gables with board andbatten
sidi ng I nthe gable field, dianond- Paned wi ndows and a broadly overhanging
second story. Robert Coit's other local designs include the Wnchester
Boat O ub (1900), the Chancel and Parish House of the First Congregational,.
Church (1926, with the firm of Kilham Hopkins & Greeley), and the _

W nchester Public Library (1930, with the firm of Allen & Collins). Coit
maintained offices i n Boston, andresided i n Wnchester i n a house of
his own design at 19 Hillside Avenue (#248). _

. Robert Coit was hired by Firth to create a suburban retreat in the
Victorian tradition. The houses Coit designed for the Firth Devel opment
al | exhibit a boxlike quality, enlivened by the use of shingled wall
surfaces andvariation i n decorative vocabulary. E enents of various
| ate nineteenth andearly twentiethcentury styles are intermngled.

The Firth/ Gl engarry developnent exemplifies the garden suburbs which
proliferated i nthe Boston environs during the [atter part of the

ni n(tateenth century, continuingthrough the early years of the twentieth
century.

Boundary Justification

~ The boundaries of the Firth/Gl engarry Historic District were drawn
to include al.1 of the houses built speculativelybyreal estate developer
Vi'illiam Firth around the t umof the century, along G assnere Avenue and
G engarry Road which the devel oper hadlaid out. e nort hem boundary
of the district along CGurtis/Pine Streets was drawn to elimnate a group
of raid tv/ientieth century houses beyond it. Dix Street was chosen as the
sout hemmost [imit of the district, since Firth constructed no houses
south of Dix Street. Thewestem shore of Vdge Pond forns the eastern
edge of the Firth/ Gl engarry District, while Wldwood Street formsits
westem limt. Also included inthe district 1 sa small groupof
\%leen Anne houses |ining both sides of WIdwood Street at the point

ere the street nakes an alnost ninety degree t umto the west.

Staple t olnventory form at bottoin
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Map/ Par cel

| 6-02' >?
16- 0246
16-02' 8
| 6-02°>9
16- 0218
16- 0215
16- 0240
16- 0241
16- 0242
16- 0243
16- 0219
16- 0220
16- 0221
16- 0239
16- 0222
16- 0238
16- 0237
16- 0228
16- 0229

Ar ea

10, 187
17,749

10, 396

10, 700
1.01 acres
6, 000
10,295 " *
8, 000

8, 000
8,000 ~
10, 228

9, 160

13, 100

8, 394

10, 600

6, 607
7,043

9, 347

10, 467

Addr ess

59 Church St.

61 Church St.
65-67 Church St.
69 Church St.

19 Di x St.

30 Di x St.

31 Dix St.

33 Di x St.

35 Di x St.

37 Di x St.
3 Glengarry Rd.

5 G engarry Rd.

7 Gl engarry Rd.
8 Glengarry Rd.

9 Glengarry Rd.
10 G engarry Rd.

12 Gl engarry Rd.
15 Glengarry Rd.

17 Glengarry Rd.

HHNI/GBENGARRY HSTAR CD STR CT

Historic Hanma/ |l nv. #

Eanmes House /99

2 sheds
Bangs Tenant HO./98

shed

n/ a

garage

a

Bel | ows Hou3e/ 4l 8

shed
Met hodi st Parsonage/ 419
n/ a

gar age - -AA"
n/ a

gar age
n/ a

arage
WIlliam Firth House

n/ a

n/ a

n/agarage 1 407
n/ a / 408
n/agarage [if09
n/ a /4] O
n/agarage

n/ a

n/agarage [411

Dat e

1873
G 1886
c. 1880

1 95C3
G 1854

0. 1875
1 89C3
18903
| 89C3
| 89C3
1 89C3
1 89C3
| 8905
C. 1899
1 89C3
C. 1899
1890s

1 89C3
C. 1897

Style

Queen Anne
Stick Style
Queen Anne

Col oni al

Got hic Revival
Queen Anne

Shi ngl e/ Col . Rev.

Col oni al Revi val

Shingl e/ Col . Rev.

Col onial Revival
Medi eval Revival
Medi eval Revival
Col onial Revival

Shi ngl e/ Col . Rav.
Col onial Revival
Shingle Style

Shi ngl e/ Col . Rev.

Shingl e/ Col . Ry.

Col oni al Revival

Status

NI NG
aNG
GNG

NG

GNC

G

O/ NG
anc



H RTH G- BNGARRY H STCRI C DI STRI CT

Map/ Par cel

16- 0230
16- 0227
16- 0223
16- 0224
16- 0226

16- 0225
16- 0245
16- 0236
16- 0235
16- 0231
16- 0232
16- 0234
16- 0233
16- 025"
16- 0265
16- 0250
16- 0251
16- 0252

16- 0253

Ar ea

10, 837
8, 947
7,575
12, 500
10, 006
25, 340
19, 322
7,875
5,300
7,952
10, 803
53, 077
13, 245
9, 375
12, 000
12, 605
14, 330
11, 000
10, 627

Addr ess

19 G engarry Rd.
4 G assnere Ave.
5 Grassnere Ave.
7 G assnere Ave.
8 G assnere Ave.

9-11 G assnere Ave

2 Pine St.

3 Pine St.

4 Pine St.

5 Pine St.

7 Pine St.

10 Pine St.
11 Pine St.
16 Pine St .
17 Pine St .

1 WIdwod St .
3 Wl dwood St .
5 Wl dwood St .
7 WIdwod St .

page 2
Historic Name/lnv.#

n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a
n/ a

Charles Curtis House/ 4l 2

Gonant House /Ol
carriage house
n/ a
Gonant Tenant Ho. /402
n/ a / 403
n/ a
St ephen Langley Ho. /404
carriage house
n/ a / 405
gar age
n/ a
gar age
Bl anchard House / 406
gar age
Rhodes House - [ 75
Symmes Tenant House/ 76
n/ a
gar age
n/ a

garage

Dat e

| 89CS
C. 1950
1890s
C 1930
C 1950
1865

C. 1876
1890s
C. 1887
C 193D
| 8905
1892

| 8905
C. 1950
C 1880
1889
1843

| 8705

1 87C3

Style

Shi ngl e/ Col . Rev.
Col oni al

Shi ngl e/ Col . Rev.
Col oni al

Col oni al

Got hi ¢ Revival
Italianate

Col oni al Revival
Queen Anne '
Medi eval Revival
Col oni al Revival
Shingle Style
Col oni al Revi val
Col oni al

Queen Anne
Queen Anne

G eek Revival

[talianate

[talianate

5608° ¢

Q O O 0O O q O
@)

®

G/IG



H RTH QAABNGARRY H STCR C DI STRI CT page 3

Map/ Par cel Area Addr ess Historic Nane/lnv.# Date  Style Status
16- 0255 10, 675 9 WI dwood St . n/ a C.1910 Colonial Revival C

16- 0169 9, 322 10 Wldwood St. n/a 1890s  Shingle/Col. Rev. G

16- 0264 21, 300 11 Wldwood St. n/a 1880s  Queen Anne C

16- 0168 14, 126 12 W1 dwood St . n/ a 1880s  Queen Anne ac
16- 0256 11,230 13 WidwoodSt. n/a%dr® 1880s  Queen Anne anc
16- 0167 24,536 14 WidwoodSt. n/ad® %% 1800s  Shingl e/ Col .Rev. QC
16- 0257 13,402 15 WidwoodSt. g oo C 1885 Queen Anne ac

carriage house

-«

Total of 45 main buildings i nthedistrict. 40 contributing, 5 non-contributing.

Total of 23 structure/outbuildings i nthedistrict. 7 contributing, |6 non-contributing.
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