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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The property nominated for Hanging Rock Historic Site includes the
high ground around Hanging Rock, a portion of Hanging Rock Creek, and the
plateau to the west of the creek that centers around county road 58. Hanging
Rock itself, near which General Sumter's men left their horses before going
into battle, is east of the creek on a high bluff. The whole area on the eas

with steep banks. To the west of the creek, the ground rises sharply and -
reaches a plateau, where the British and Tories camped. Bryan's Tories were
camped to the north, the British Legion troops immediately to the south, and
Major Bryan's troops south of the Legion. This plateau was partly wooded and
partly open fields, some of which are still visible along road 58. On the
extreme south end of the nominated property, along road 58, are several house
and the Mt. Zion Church and cemetery.

North of Hanging Rock, on Hanging Rock Creek immediately above the
county road bridge, is an old Indian ford. Large flat boulders in the creek
bed connect the two banks at this point.

The Battle of Hanging Rock was one of approximately 182 recorded
battles and skirmishes that took place in South Carolina.

side of the creek is strewn with huge, rounded boulders and is heavily woodef
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As part of a series of strongholds planned to maintain the British
position in South Carolina, an outpost was established at Hanging Rock in
1780. The importance of this post was in its strategic location on the
road from Camden to Charlotte.

The first American attack on the post occurred on July 30, 1780, led
by Major William Richardson Davie, with forty dragoons and forty mounted
riflemen. General Thomas Sumter simultaneously attacked the British post
at Rocky Mount, about 15 miles to the east on the Broad River. Davie's
attack on a garrisoned house near the fort at Hanging Rock, and not the fort
itself, was successful; he took about 60 horses and 100 stand of arms.
Sumter was unable to take the post at Rocky Mount, and in retreating, met
two parties of British coming to reinforce the post. They skirmished, and
about 60 British and 20 Americans were killed. Sumter came away from the
fight with prisoners, horses, and arms. '

catauwbe

On August 5, 1780, Sumter crossed the Beesd River 20 miles north of
Rocky Mount at Land's Ford, where his 300 South Carolina militiamen were
joined by about 500 North Carolinians under Major Davie and Colonel
Robert Irwin. They marched 16 miles during the night and reached Hanging
Rock Creek early Sunday morning.

The British garrison was held by 1,400 men under the command of Major
Carden of the Prince of Wales Regiment. They were encamped on the west
side of the creek, on high ground protected by a deep ravine formed by the
creek. The British units lay in three divisions, from north to south
along the ridge: about 900 Tories under Colonel Samuel Bryan on a hill
south of Hanging Rock Creek, (separated from the center by a ravine and
tand of woods; about 160 of Colonel Tarleton's Legion and Hamilton's Reg-
iment in some houses at the center; and the British regulars under Colonel
Brown in open ground to the south.

Sumter's surprise attack began at six o'clock, the men advancing acrosg
the creek against Bryan's Tory militia. Sumter meant to attack the entire
British line, but misjudged; the American units met instead the northern
end of the British 1ine. Within half an hour the Americans had taken the
Tory camp, sending the Tories fleeing through the woods into the center of
the British line. Tarleton's troops charged twice with fixed bayonets,

aided by Brown's regiment advancing on the Americans' right flank. Sumter's
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men took cover behind rocks and trees, firing into the mass of British troops.
Within a few minutes, most of the British officers were shot down; Major Carden
resigned his command to Captain Rousslet of Tarleton's Legion.

Sumter's troops then attacked the main British camp, using British am-
munition. The British retreated further south to Colonel Robinson's camp, but
Sumter moved in and took two-thirds of that camp also.

At this point, some 40 of Tarleton's calvary were returning to camp and
heard the noise of the battle. They attacked the Americans, but turned back by
Major Davies' calvary, they retreated towards Camden.

After three hours of fighting, many of Sumter's men were unable to con-
tinue the battle. It was agreed to plunder the British camp and depart. About
one o'clock that afternoon, the Americans left the Hanging Rock fort while the
British Tooked on.

During this engagement, American losses included 20 men killed, 40 wounded
and 10 missing. About 130 British and Tories were killed, with an equal number
wounded, and 73 taken prisoner. General Sumter was himself wounded but continue
directing his troops until their withdrawal from the battle.
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