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NATI ONAL REGI STER CRI TERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

#206 Newton Street is one of Vlthams very fewpre-20th century nasonry

houses. It is the only brick Italianate house in Walthaa, and nore specifically

on theSouth Side. During the mid-19th century, it functioned as a boarding

house operated by the Edwin Potter famly. From 1874 tothe early 1900*3, it

was the hone of a prosperous grocer, Janes OBrien. It ”“as strong associations with
the South Side prior toits acquisition by Newon, and with its subsequent growh as
an enclave of Irish workers. It possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

mat eri al s, workmanship, feeling and association and meets criteria-A*and C of the NP

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the communilEy.

- T

#206 Newton Street is the only example of“raasonry Italianate house in
Waltham. |t is situated on a rise overlooking the Pine/Newton Street

intersection, in an area of mixed-use residential/comraericial structures. It
consists of a rectangular, 2-story, 5-bay x 3-bay, main block, and 2-3tory rear
ell. Projecting from its 5-bay center-entrance's main facade is a Colonia-i
Revival porch addition \d.th fluted Doric pilasters on plinths,..

° . . - - " . The man block is

characterized by planar masonry surfaces pierced by standard size windows with
simple stone lintels. Raised brickwork piers appear at this house's corners,
and off-center on the side wall. Located above the second floor windows are two
rows of brick-work dentils. This house is enclosed by a flat roof with deep
eaves. The rear ell possesses a handsome front door

with arched panes and well-carved floral motifs and cross-forms set in panels.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state '
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.

W\ AN

#206 Newton Street ranks as one of the oldest houses on V/altham's South 4,
Side. The 1854 mgp show this house and it real ell. Middlesex deeds indicate .o
that this house was probably built during the late 1840's . On February 27,

1849, Edv/in A. Potter (no occupation listed) purchased this house's ot from -
Enoch Hyde of Newton, yeoman, for $1,625,00. This deed mentions "the buildings
theron" - perhaps indicating the existence of 206 Newton Street on the same day .
of the Hyde/Potter transaction. Enoch Hyde passed the property to Charles
Potter. The 1871/1872 V/dthara/V//aterto',m Directories indicate that the house was
operated for a time as a.boarding house, run by Edwin Potter's widow, Sarah. In
addition to Sarah and the boarders, this house was occupied by Fred C, Potter,
who worked at "L.Hall's, Moody Street". It is likely that this house's boarders
were drawn from the nearby Newton Chymical Plant. The demise of this compay in
1872, may explain why Sarah Potter sold this house to James O'Brien on Hay 14,
1874.

Janes O Brien was a grocer. He was a partner in OBrien and Hol | oran
(Martin Holloran). Their store was |ocated at Cedar, corner of Gak Street. The .
house is located in the South Side's chem stry neighborhood. Md-1late . .
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H STCRI CAL SIGN FI CANCE, 206 Newton Street, continued

19th century maps and atlases indicate that the majority of the surrounding
properties were owned by the Newton "Chymcal" Conpany. As early as 1825, a
stock company called the Newton Chym cal Conpany was organized under the
| eadership of Patrick Tracy Jackson. Buildings were erected on the west side of
Newt on Street in what would later become the South Side section of Waltham
This conpany manufactured sul phuric and bleaching acid. The conpany was
discontinued in 1872; it shbuildings viere taken down and the land sold for house
lots. The sale of # 206 Newton Street to Janes E O Brien reflects in mcrocosm
the shifting fortunes of this area following the Newton Chymi cal Conpany's
dem se. After 1872, this neighborhood becane increasingly Irish, while the
nei ghborhood to the west of Myody Street remained overwhel mngly Protestant.
Late 19th century atlases also indicate that by 1851, a spur of the Boston and
Fitchburg Railroad had been set out though the South Side, just to the south of
this house. The South Side was purchased from Newton, by \valtham i n 1849,

The South Side is a 600 acre area bordering on both Newton and the Charles
River. |t conprises almost one fifteenth of Walthamis current area, where nost
of the city's territory lies - this area has been legally part of Waltham since
being purchased from Nevrton in 1849. As early as 1761-1762, a bridge linking
the north and south sides (V.'althamand Newton) vias built at the site of the
present Newton Street Bridge. Little nore than ten years after th Revolutionary
Wr ended, three mll-dams connected the river's northern and southern banks.
(e, possibly the earliest on the river, apparently started up mill operation in
1779, on Newton-side land owned by David Bemis and Dr. Enos Summers. Their 18th
century industrial ventures included The Boston Manufacturing Conpany and the
Newt on Chymi cal Conpany (organized during the 1320's). At the time of the
South Side's annexation to Waltham in 1849, the South Side consisted of only 170
people and 35 buildings - the Potter O Brien House at 206 Nevvton Street,
probably being counted anong the buildings. By that time the Newton Chym cal
@'s plant consisted of 10 slung wooden factory buildings vihich spread out over
al most a quarter of itsinitial acreage in the South Side's eastern section.
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