
FORM B BUILDING 
AUG 2 11983 

NATIONAL 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION R£G'3T£r: 
SO BOYLSTON STREET Town 
.BOSTON, MA 02115 

AREA FORM NC 

1± WALTHAM, MA MRA  

Waltham, Massachusetts 

206 Newton Street 

• i c Name Potter/O'Brian House 

Present 

O r i g i n a l 

CPTION 

private residence 

private residence 

ca. 1349 - 1854 

deed research, 1854 Map 

Italianate 

t e c t unkno v.'n 

i c r Wall Fabric brick/wood rear 

prcperty's location in r e l a t i o n to 
nearest cross s t r e e t s and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a 1 l_bui 1 dj.ngs between inventoried ̂  

e i J . 

O u t b u i l d i n g s none 

A l t e r a t i o n s (wi th d a t e s ) 

lidinK on \ ' e l l ' ( 20th' century) 

t i o n f a i r 'ood 

no Date n/a 

ng 

13,570 -sq-. - f t . ^ 1 0 - 5 - 1 1 

Situated on r i se overlooking 

.ne St./Newton Street in te rsec t ion , 

•ont elevation obscured bv dense 

ees/underbrush 

UTM REFERENCE i q l ^ l L Tif^.r.f ^ L ^ ^ C l D 

USGS QUADRANGLE AHLVfOrd 

SCALE 

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Waltham Hi s t . Comm. 

Pate June, 1986 

revised C. Jenkins 0 / /88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

#206 Newton Street is one of Waltham's very few pre-20th century masonry 
houses. I t i s the only brick Italianate house in Walthaa, and more specifically 
on the South Side. During the mid-19th century, i t functioned as a boarding 
house operated by the Edwin Potter family. From 1874 to the early 1900*3, i t 
was the home of a prosperous grocer, James O'Brien. I t ^as strong associations with 
the South Side prior to i t s acquisition by Newton, and with i t s subsequent growth as 

> an enclave of I r i s h workers. I t possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association and meets criteria-A^and C of the NRHP. 

I 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE D e s c r i b e i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
e v a l u a t e i n t e rms o f o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the communilEy. 

#206 Newton Street i s the only example of^raasonry I t a l i ana t e house i n 
Waltham. I t i s s i tuated on a r i se overlooking the Pine/Newton Street 
in te r sec t ion , i n an area of mixed-use residential/comraericial s t ructures . I t 
consists of a rectangular, 2-story, 5-bay x 3-bay, main block, and 2-3tory rear 
e l l . Project ing from i t s 5-bay center-entrance's main facade i s a Colonia-i 
Revival porch addi t ion \d.th f l u t e d Doric p i l as te r s on p l i n t h s , . . 

• ; • • - ' - ' . The main block i s 
characterized by planar masonry surfaces pierced by standard size windows wi th 
simple stone l i n t e l s . Raised brickwork piers appear at t h i s house's corners, 

/ and o f f - cen te r on the side w a l l . Located above the second f l o o r windows are two 
\ rows of brick-work d e n t i l s . This house i s enclosed by a f l a t roof with deep 
-•' eaves. The rear e l l possesses a handsome f r o n t door 

wi th arched panes and well-carved f l o r a l mot i fs and cross-forms set i n panels. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l or s t a t e ' 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o t he development o f the communi ty . 

#206 Newton Street ranks as one of the oldest houses on V/altham's South -4, 
Side. The 1854 map show th i s house and i t rea l e l l . Middlesex deeds indicate ••- • 
that t h i s house was probably b u i l t during the l a t e 1840's . On February 27, 

-n-. 1849, Edv/in A. Potter (no occupation l i s t e d ) purchased t h i s house's l o t from - ., • 
Enoch Hyde of Newton, yeoman, fo r $1,625,00. This deed mentions "the buildings 
theron" - perhaps ind ica t ing the existence of 206 Newton Street on the same day • 

. of the Hyde/Potter t ransact ion. Enoch Hyde passed the property to Charles 
Potter . The 1871/1872 V/althara/V/aterto',m Director ies indicate that the house was 
operated f o r a time as a.boarding house, run by Edwin Pot ter ' s widow, Sarah. I n 
addi t ion to Sarah and the boarders, t h i s house was occupied by Fred C, Potter , 
who worked at " L . H a l l ' s , Moody Street". I t i s l i k e l y that t h i s house's boarders 
were drawn from the nearby Newton Chymical Plant . The demise of t h i s company i n 

' ' 1872, may explain why Sarah Potter sold t h i s house to James O'Brien on Hay 14, 
1874. 

James O'Brien was a grocer. He was a partner in O'Brien and Holloran 
•:''.'yv (Martin Holloran). Their store was located at Cedar, corner of Oak Street. The . 

^̂  ^ house i s located in the South Side's chemistry neighborhood. Mid-late • . 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, 206 Newton Street, continued 

19th century maps and atlases indicate that the majority of the surrounding 
properties were owned by the Newton "Chymical" Company. As early as 1825, a 
stock com.pany called the Newton Chymical Company was organized under the 
leadership of Patrick Tracy Jackson. Buildings were erected on the west side of 
Newton Street i n what would la t e r become the South Side section of Waltham. 
This company manufactured sulphuric and bleaching acid. The company was 
discontinued i n 1872; i t s buildings v;ere taken down and the land sold for house 
l o t s . The sale of # 206 Newton Street to Janes E. O'Brien re f l e c t s i n microcosm 
- the s h i f t i n g fortunes of t h i s area f o l lowing the Newton Chymical Company's 
demise. After 1872, t h i s neighborhood became increasingly I r i s h , while the 
neighborhood to the west of Moody Street remained overwhelmingly Protestant. 
Late 19th century atlases also indicate that by 1851, a spur of the Boston and 
Fitchburg Railroad had been set out though the South Side, just to the south of 
t h i s house. The South Side was purchased from Newton, by \valtham i n 1849. 

The South Side i s a 600 acre area bordering on both Newton and the Charles 
River. I t comprises almost one f i f t e e n t h of Waltham's current area, where most 
of the c i t y ' s t e r r i t o r y l i e s - t h i s area has been l e g a l l y part of Waltham since 
being purchased from Nevrton i n 1849. As early as 1761-1762, a bridge l i n k i n g 
the north and south sides (V.'altham and Newton) v/as b u i l t at the s i t e of the 
present Newton Street Bridge. L i t t l e more than ten years after th Revolutionary 
War ended, three mill-dams connected the r i v e r ' s northern and southern banks. 
One, possibly the e a r l i e s t on the r i v e r , apparently started up m i l l operation i n 
1779, on Newton-side land owned by David Bemis and Dr. Enos Summers. Their 18th 
century i n d u s t r i a l ventures included The Boston Manufacturing Company and the 
Newton Chymical Company (organized during the 1320's). At the time of the 
South Side's annexation to Waltham i n 1849, the South Side consisted of only 170 
people and 35 buildings - the Potter O'Brien House at 206 Nevvton Street, 
probably being counted among the buildings. By that time the Newton Chymical 
Go's plant consisted of 1O\-J slung wooden factory buildings v;hich spread out over 
almost a quarter of i t s i n i t i a l acreage i n the South Side's eastern section. 
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