


Form No. 10-301 a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
_________________TYPE ALL ENTRIES --[ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH_____________

NAME
HISTORIC Columbian Building

AND/OR COMMON
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CITY. TOWN Topeka ———V.C.N.TYOF COUNTY Shawnee STATE Kansas

PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT unknown DATE OF PHOTO 1889

NEGATIVE FILED AT PhotO Archives ,

Kansas State Historical Society

IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 1 &fr 0

View from the south taken in 1889 shortly after completion of the structure. Copied 
from 1889 photo album of Topeka entitled "The Capital City" (Neenah, Wise., Ar 
Publishing Co.) The ground level entrances are shown, and the excellent stone d 
work is readily apparent.
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NAME
HISTORIC Building

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION
. TOWN ___V,C,N,TYOF COUNTY STATE

PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT unknown DATE OF PHOTO ca. 1900 

NEGATIVE FILED AT photo Archives ,

Kansas State Historical Society

IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 2

View from the southeast showing the building after the name had been changed from 

Knox to the Columbian Building. Otherwise no changes have been made in the 

exterior appearance.
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NAME
HISTORIC

Columbian Building
AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION
CITY. TOWN ___VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE

Topeka Shawnee Kansas

PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Wolfe Studio, Topeka DATE OF PHOTO 1920's

NEGATIVE FILED AT PhotO Archives ,

Kansas State Historical Society

IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO ^ (f 0

View from the south showing the building after the ground floor entrances had been 
changed to windows and the main entry changed from the second floor level to the 
first.
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PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Richard Pankratz ^

NEGATIVE FILED AT Historic Sites Survey 
__________Kansas State Historical Society

DATE OF PHOTO April 17, 1975 II

IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO. 4

Current view of the south facade of the Columbian Building from the southwest. The 
building has been painted a cream color and some of the decorative stonework around 
the entry pediment is gone.
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LOCATION
CITY. TOWN

Topeka
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Shawnee Kansas

PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Richard Pankratz

NEGATIVE FILED AT Historic Sites Survey
Kansas State Historical Society

DATE OF PHOTO April 17, 1975

IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAMES. STREET PHOTO NO. 5

Detail of the entry. Comparison with the old photos indicates that a number of 
changes have taken place in this area, especially alterations to the pediment. 
The intricate designs on both sides of the entry opening center around a squirrel 
on the west and a snake and a bird on the east.
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NAME
HISTORIC Columbian Building . '

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION ?•••.';
CITY. TOWN Topeka ——VIC.N.TYOF COUNTY shawnee STATE Kansas

PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Richard Pankratz DATE OF PHOTO April 17, 1975

NEGATIVE FILED AT Historic Sites Survey • 
Kansas State Historical Society

IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

View of the oriel from the south, showing the fine stonework. Some deterioration 
is evident at the window sills.
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LOCATION
CITY. TOWN Topeka -VICINITY OF COUNTY Shawnee STATE Kansas

PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Richard Pankratz DATE OF PHOTO April 17, 1975

NEGATIVE FILED AT Historic Sites Survey
Kansas State Historical Society

IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 7

Detail of the upper eastern portion of the building. The colonnettes formerly 
extended above the roof line, as shown in the older photographs.
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LOCATION
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Detail of the bottom of the oriel and the central part of the building directly 
above the main entry.


