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street & number 44 Princeton Boulevard O not for publication
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requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
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be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance;

national statewide local
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Title State or Federal agency and bureau
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Grace Universalist Church
Name of Property

5. Classification

Category of Property

Ownership of Property
(Check only one box)

(Check as many boxes as apply)

private building(s)

public - Local district

public - State site

public - Federal structure

private building(s)
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian/Victorian Eclectic

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
Objects
buildings
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facility

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation:  Painted masonry
walls: Brick & limestone

Church: metal dome
Vestry: metal,shingle,rubber roofing
roof:  Towers: terra cotta tile

other:



Grace Universalist Church Middlesex, MA
Name of Property County and State

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The former Grace Universdist Church (built 1895-1896), now known as the . George Hdlenic Orthodox Church, gands
on a19,152-suarefoat lot on the corner of Princeton Boulevard and South Canton Stregt (photo 1), in the westamn

sction of Lowell, MA. The church isa2/2 story, asymetricd, brick structure with a raised basament, large centra dome,
atwo-towered front facade, and an atached vestry. The design is ecdectic, incorporating Romenesque Beaux Arts, ad
Classicd Revivd motifs. Surrounded by amixture of angle-and multi-family resdentia housing generdly dating to the
late 19* century, the church is located in the densdy sattled Highlands neighborhood. The Acre neighborhood and the
Merimack River lie to the north; the South Lowell and Back Central neighborhoods are to the eest. The property consdts
of one contributing building, the church, with an atached vestry. A significant feature of this building isthe 70-foot
diamger mesonry dome, condructed by Rafed Guedavino, J.

Narrative Description

Setting

The church islocated on the northwest corner of a block bounded by Princeton Boulevard, South Canton Street, Westford
Street, and Wilder Street. The building faces north, and is Stuated in the center of arectangular lot that mesares 100 feet
dong its Princeton Boulevard frontage, and 208.38 feat dong South Canton Street. Both the comer location of the
building and its design meke the church a prominent feature in the immediate residentid neighborhood, which is largdy
charaterized by modest, wood-frame, late 19"-century houses

The setting of the church was dtered somenhat during the mid 20" century, when severd large brick gpartment buildings
replaced two-gtory, wood-frame houses One of the brick gpartment buildings sandswest of the church, on the opposite
dde of South Canton Street. A brick nursing home (ca. 1969) sands next door to the eest on Princeton Boulevard. In
1981, the church demdlished aca. 1890 wood-frame housewhich sood on the ot abutting the church to the south (dlong
South Canton Street), creating the present church parking lot. Snce the parking lot parcd was not assodiated with the
church during the period of significance, it isnot induded in this nomination.

The 1896 Sanbom atlas shows two large brick churchesin the area—Grace Universdist Church on Princeton Boulevard,
and Highland Congregational Church (1884) on Westford Street. They are surrounded by wood-frame houses, generdly
built between 1830 and 1890. The 1924 Sanbom Atlas dso shows the two churches surrounded by the housss The
Highland Congregationd Church was razed in 1971 to build the presant M ontefiore Orthodox Synegogue (460 Westford
Stredt).

Exterior

The principd facade (north devation), which is Romanesoue Revivd in design, festures a centrd front-gabled section
flanked by ashort and atall tower. The raisad foundation is brick, covered with cament which is painted and soored to
look like sone The building gopears as aheavy and solid structure, enhanced by the use of brick as abuilding materid.
The ue of brick as an exterior materid ties the church and atached vestry together. The brick aso provides a contragt
with the limegtone trim (painted yellow) and zinc dome, which is painted gold and topped by agolden cross A limestone
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Sringoourse divides the mess of the brick walls of the church, while texture is achieved with pattems in the brick. The
brick wals are =t in a Hemish bond pattern, with every seventh course being black-heeded brick on the upper sadtions of
the church.

The main facade of the church (north devation) isasymmetricd, three-part composition up to the principa comice. The
lower section of the center bey hes asat of concrete dairs leading from ground level into aporch. The metd dair railing
dates to 1951. On either Sde of the dairs are amd| conarete pillars, eech engraved with an iron cross meddlion. The lower
sdtions of the flanking towers eech have asmdl vertica window. The middle section of the center bay of the front faade
hes en arcade of three round archways, supported by two columns with compodte capitas. Between the ionic volutes of
the capitds are round meddlions with a Cdtic-crass design. From the porch, three doors leed to the interior, with the
middle door sarving as the main entrance. Above eech doar is atransom containing three-lights with arched tops The
glazing is green opdesoant dained glasswith leed crosses A band of limestone trim runs ebove the transom and continues
& adringcourse that seperates the lower and middle sections of the feBade.

Above the decordive stringcourse, the recessad canter bay hes three brick arches each with two rowsof red-heeded brick
sgmants and one row of black-heeded brick segmeants Above each arch is alimestone Cdtic-cross meddlion edged with
black brick heeders A large limestone pand above the meddlions holds arectangular sign, with the neme of the current
parish—Saint George—in English and Greek. On either Sde of the recesssd bay are brick pillars that are flush with the
lower part of the middle section of the flanking towers. The upper parts of the towers are recessad and contain identical
sndl squarewindows topped by asill and blind arch. A wide concrete cornice separates the middle and upper sections of
the fafade.

Above the cornice, which was originaly decorated with corbds the canter bay hes alarge, dained-glasslunette. The
lunette is composad of a centrd green-glasswindow, flanked by windows with opdescent dained dlassin a fishscde
pettern. Cantered above the lunette isasingle, larger verson of the aross meddlions benegth the limestone pand. The
canter bay rises to afront gable trimmed by acorbdled cornice.

The short northeest tower rises one gory above the centrd gable. Although the tower hes abell deck, there isno evidence
of a bdl having hungthere. An arcade of windows with triple arches columns, and pands can be ssenon dl four Sdes of
the tower. The tower hes alow pyramidd roof covered with terra-cottatiles.

The northwest comer rises a leedt three dories eoove the core of the church. It is capped by abdl dedk containing two
ached openings covered with louvers on eech of its four Sdes The low, pyramida, terra-cotta roof isan dteration.
Crigindly, apolygond cupola capped by aconicd roof completed the tower (figure 2). That section wes dameged in the
New England Hurricane of 1938.

The wegt devation of the church projects beyond the tower, and followsthe design of the main feBade. The three-bay
devation isdivided horizontaly by the mesonry gringoourse. The lower section hes asmal window in the center of eech
dde bay. Above the gringcourse, smdl archesare digned over the two windows. The upper section of the west devation
hes acanter bey with agtained-glass window, while the two flanking bays are dightly recessad with five blind openings

A single blind opening is saen on the side of the projecting devation facing north. The openings are connected by a
continuous cornice which wraps around to connect with the north-facing blind opening in the left bay. Above the comice
are arched opanings digned with the windows. The centrd bay rises above the main cornice to afront geble with alarge
lunette st into the dome. The lunette, which matchesthe one on the fafade, is compased of a centrd grean-dlass window,
flanked by gpdesoent gained-glass windows in afishscae pattern. The gpex and bese of the gable are decorated with
acroteria A dmilar lunette is located on the south devation of the church, wheare it medts the atteched vestry.

The eedt devation of the church isidentica to the west devation, excgat for the southernmogt bay having only four blind
openings, ad apraojecting brick chimney that rises from the southeest cormner of the church. Thetall, square chimney hes
chamfered comers and acorbelled top. The brick islaid in a Hemigh-bond pattern with aseventh course of black heedas
A caoss mede from heedars decorates each of the four ddes of the chimney. The masonry stringoourse thet divides the
building horizntaly continues around the chimney.

(continued)
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Interior

Jus indde the main entranceto the church liesthe vestibule, known as the narthex in Orthodox architecture. Of the three
doors from the exterior, only the center door is used today. The other two doors are blocked, and light osk sarvice tebles
face each ather, flanking the centra doorway.

On the south wall of the narthex, asat of plate-glass double doors, betwean pilagters, leed into the auditorium. On dther
dde of the doors are plae-glass windows. Under the windows are cabinets known as pangaria, which are filled with sad
to hald candles (Theorigina configuration hed two centrd columns and adouble door, flanked by a st of additiond
double doors)

On @ther dde of the narthex are two equa-sized rooms, which are a the bese of the two towers. The narthex and Sde
roomsal havewoodwork of quartered cek with arich dark stain. The room on the west isthe former tressury room,

which contains alarge metd safe recessad into the south wall. The room on the eest Sde of the narthex wias onoe a waiting
room, but isnow usad for dorage. Sarcases on either Sde of the narthex lead up to the second-floor gdleriesof the
auditorium.

The auditorium, or nave, isalarge two-gtory room, topped by a 70-foot diameter dome. The Guagtavino dome, which
forms the ceiling of the auditorium, is congructed of interlocking terra-cottatiles, and is supported by agted tenson band
arbadded in mesonry (figure 1). Thetileswere visible until 1973, when they weare covered with the presant plagter and
rigious iconogrgphy. Thetilesremain exposed in the vault over the choir gdlery (photo 3). The dome is punctuated by
three gained-glass lunettes, one each on the eedt, west, and south wals, which have been described with the exterior
festures.

Thewadls of the auditorium, up to their junction with the dome, are painted blue, and the cek woodwork is painted white.
The four comer wals are concave, giving the auditorium itscircular shepe A white cornice, decorated with rosettes ad
golden crosses visudly sgparates the dome from the walls of the auditorium. The pews are darkly gained quartered oak,
and they are aranged in dightly curved sections facing the southeest corner of the auditorium.

The southeest corner contains the senctuary and semi-circular gpse (photo 2). The curving wall of the goseis decorated
with Orthodox iconogrgphy and a thick band of gold paint that sgperates the gose from the sanctuary. The ssncuaty is

filled with Orthodox items used in the mass such as an ditar and alarge, ornatdly carved wooden chair on wheds This
chair wes usd by the Universdigts, and was reupholgered in red velvet for the presant Orthodox congregation.

The gose and sanctuary are separated from the auditorium by an ek iconogads— ascrean used in Orthodox churdhes to
shidd the sectuary from the congregation. The iconogtasis, which wias added to the church in 1973 for the presant
congregation, halds various icons centrd to the Orthodox faith. The iconogtasis is set on agepped bess ad is divided
into doors and pandsof various Szes The icons are placed in the pands, and acentrd pair of double doors, cdled
Beautiful Gates leed to to the sanctuary. Single doors within the iconogtesis are cdled Descon's Doors Thaeis a
triangular pediment centered on the top of the iconogtad's, which depicts the All-Seeing Eye initstympanum. A cross
risesfrom the pesk of the pediment.

Theicons are aranged hierarchicdly (photo 2). The center icon of the top row isa representation of the Lagt Supper.
Hanking the Lagt Supper are smdler icons depicting scenesfrom the Life of Christ, known asthe Feest Cyde Lage
verticd pandsare to the left and right of the Beautiful Gates, as one faces the iconodtasis To the left (moving from right
to left) are the Theotokos, Saint George—patron saint of the church—Archangd Michad (on the left Deacon's Door), and
. Babara—patron saint of architects, congtruction workers, and artillery workers. To the right of the Beautiful Gates
(moving left to right) are represantations of Chrigt, John the Bapti<t, Saint Gabrid (on the right Deacon's Door), and Saint
Hardambos The iconogrgpher is unknown, as isthe artist who painted the icons hanging on the lower walls of the
auditorium.

(continued)
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George Hlipakas (see section 8) cregted the iconographic paintings on the ceiling dome and upper walls of the auditorium
in the 1970s Arranged in ahierarchy, the icons were painted with egg tempuraon acanvasin his gudio, and then affixed
to the dome and walls of the church. In Orthodox Church architecture, an icon representing Chrigt blessing hisfollowers is
usudly placed on the main ceiling dome On the celing a . George, however, the icon of Chrigt the Pantocrator isin the
canter of a round medallion, ringed by averse written in Gresk. Four angdsare in the next ring. At the bese of the
meddlion isaring of twelvefiguresfrom the Old Tetament—Moses Aaron, David, Solomon, Samud, Isaiah, Elijah,
Ezekid, Jremiah, Danid, Madacha, and Zacharius—holding written scrolls. The next ring of iconography isof the four
evangdigs Theseicons are placed on the wdls & the beee of the dome betwean the windows and choir vault. An icon of
<. John, in a cave halding ascrall, isaove the ssnctuary. Theiconsof . Mark, &. Luke, and . Matthew are d0
presat. Theicon onthe wall of the goseisthe Platytera or "Quean of Heaven," depicting the Theotokosflankedby
angdswith the Chrigt, or Godchild, in her lap. Thisicon's position on the wall, located between the Pantocrator and the
patish levd, represantsthe link between heaven and earth. Archangd Gabrid and Archangd Michad flank the Theotakos
ingde the gose Flanking the entire gose are the twelve gpodles, seated six on eech Sde. Bdow the gose dong thefl oorof
the sanctuary, hidden from the view of the parish, isanather tier of painted icons.

The south wall of the auditorium is recessed and isdivided verticaly into three baysby pilagters, and horizontdly into
two sections by wood molding. In the lower section an icon hangsin the right bay, while the left bay is obscured by the
iconogtads A hishop's throne, an daboratdy decorated wooden seat holding an icon of Chrigt, Sts againg the lower
centrd bay, betwean the double-sest st on an osk bess known as a stacidia, and atable holding two amdler icons In the
Upper section, above the wooden architrave and cornice, the centrd bey halds alarge framed icon of Chrigt. Thetwo dde
bays have adecorative med grill in the center of the bay. Bdow the grill in the left bay isamed vernt.

An arched, two-gtory opening in the southwest corner of the auditorium leedsto alower chapd and an upper gdlery. Two
snglegtory lonic columns are a the entry to the chapd. In the lower chapd, the columns areflankedby decorative
wooden gands for holding icons and candles. Above the columns, in the entablature, are decorative corbds with golden
aoses loons decorate the chepd wls, and adoorway leeds into the vestry. The upper gdlery conddts of a solid wood
wall, topped by a decorative wrought-iron baniger. Darkly stained osk paws are aranged in thegdlery.

Thewes wall of the auditorium istwice-recessed. The inner saction condsts of a wall from thefloor to the beese of the
dome In the lower section, an osk frame, painted white, holds five Orthodox iconsin its pands Five hanging oil lamps
ae mounted on the cornice of the frame, one over eech icon. In the canter of the upper wall isagained-glass window,
depicting an angd holding aceremonid item. Thewal is sgparated from the dome by a st of decorative wooden rails.

An arched, two-gtory opening in the northwest corner of the auditorium leedsto ancther chapd with gdlery above The
chapd contains alarge icon of Saint Demetrios, arevered Orthodox military figurewho is often paired with Saint George
The gdlery hes darkly stained osk pews, and dso holds an air conditioning unit.

The northwall of the auditorium hesachoir gdlery that projects over the vettibule (photo 3). The choir gdlery hes a solid
bdudrade, topped by awrought-iron rail. A barrdl vaulted dcove eove the choir gdlery housss a cal 838 George
Sevans organ. Originaly housed in the Universdist Church on Shattuck Stredt, it was restored, given anew quartered-
oak cage, and moved to its presant location in 1895,

The northeest comer of the auditorium isidentica to the northwest and southwest corners. In the lower chapd isa large
icon of . Nectaries. The upper gdlery hes darkly stained oek pews and holds an air conditioning unit.

Theesgt wdl of the auditorium issimilar to the west wall. The lagt section of the framed iconsis cbscured by the
icondads where it connects to the eest wall, 0 there are only four iconsand four dil lampsvisible. The dained-glass
window depicts an angd holding aceremonid piece

(continued)
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Vestry-Exterior

The rectangular-plan vestry is atached to the south devation of the church. The west devation of the vestry faces South
Canton Stredt, and the south devaton faces the parking lot. The eest devation faces the nursng home The Sde-gabled
roof is covered with tin in agtanding seam pattern. The ridge of the roof runs pardld to South Canton Strest. A chimney
is on the et devation, a the intersection of the vestry and the church. The exterior architecture of the vestry metdhes that
of the church in materids and design. The vedry hes araised besamat ad brick wals that are st in aHemish bond
pattern, with the upper sections and chimney having black heedars & evary severth course

Thewes devation of the vestry hes agray wooden vedtibule, alater addition, & the South Canton Sregt entrance Thare
ae wrought-iron getes leading into the vestibule, and wooden doors leaeding into the vestry. Above the vedibule is a
recessed archway with asmdl window above. A polygond projecting bay to the right (south) of the vedtibule is a
dairtower, and arched windows punctuate itsthree Sdes A metd service door is & the bottom of the gairtower on the
south. A meson y dringocourse runs the length of the vestry, interrupted by the stairtower and two recessed, two-story
windows with round-arch tops. The lower sseh are 6/6 and the upper are six-light seeh benegth asix-light sunburdt-pettern
szeh. A bdlcote bregks through the comice line and hes a cricket behind it for drainege.

The south devation of the vedry faces the church parking lot. The devation hes two sections, the gable ed of the man
vedry block, and afive-bayssction with alow-pitched roof The geble-end section hes abarred window opening, flanked
by two smdler windows in the raised besamant. The brick wall isdivided by astringcourse. The next level up hes a Sngle
centrd window, with assgmented arch decorated with three rows of brick heeders The uppermog section hes a recessed
center with asmdl opening, and alunette window above. The lunette condgts of a centrd | /1 windowflankedby two
andler windows with bulls-eye glass.

Thefive-baysection of the south devation is recessed, with four windows in the raised besameant and ast of dairs
leading down to adoorway. The centrd section of the devation is recessed, and condgts of four 66 windows in
sgementdly arched openings, with three rows of heedarsforming the arches. A cornice runs the length of the section ad
over the next section as well. A gray wooden ramp leedsfrom the ground to afirst-floordoorway in the dightly projecting
bay. Bdow this doorway isancther door in the basemant, which isreeched by asgt of concrete dairs. The upper doorway
hes assgmented archway with heeder crown, and isst in alarge, recessed, blind arch. The cornice line wrgos around this
sction as well.

The eet devationisalargdy blank, brick, geble-end wall with three openings and acentra projecting section. The
centra section hes an oculus cantered benegth the peek. The north and south bay's each have an upper window with a
crown of dretcher bricks and alarger, lower, ssgmentad arched window.

Vedry-Interior

The man entrance on the west elevation, and an interior door from the southwest chepd, leed into the vestry's vestibule,
which isasmdl, souare room with adoset and stairwell. The doset hes acutaway corner and a Dutch door. The vedtibule
wals are painted white, and the woodwork is quartered osk with adark gain. A set of doors on the eedt wall leedsinto the
man hal, and an over-scded wooden door on the south wal leedsinto aside room. The rooms have large, omatdy
decorated radiators peinted white.

The 9de room hes white walls, ahardwood floor, beamed ceiling, and darkly sained woodwork. Floor plans indicate it
wes once ussd as adassoom. In the center of the west wall isafireplacethat projects into the room. It hes a darkly
dained wood mantle, and thefireboxis fitted with aradiator. Five plagues carved inhigh relief and depicting/ MW
playing indruments, are insarted into the wall above the mantle. Flanking thefireplaceare 66 double-hung windows.
Under the northernmogt window are light-colored cek cebinets A double-hung 6/6 window is dso on the south wall. The
room is open to the main hal onthe eest.

(continued)
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Thelarge, main hdl of the vestry isusad for church functions. It hes hardwoodfioors,pde wals, and darkly gained osk
woodwork, and a cathedrd ceiling with exposad roof framing. The northwall hes dooves under amassive cornice that
Foanswhat wes once an opening into the auditorium. The south wall hes four 66 double-hung windows. A metd
mechanica duct runs dong the upper north wall, andfiuorescentlights and ceiling fans hang from the rafters. A large
HVAC unit islocated to the south, sugpended onthe wall.

A rased dege that bows out into the eet Side of the hdll isframed in dark-stained wood with decorative molding. On
ather dde of the Sage, doorways leed into amdl rooms. To the north of the Sage, a handicgoped restroom hes bean
congructed indde the amal room. To the south of the gage, a amdl room sarves as an entrance for those using the
handicgoped entrance, located on the south exterior devation of the vestry.

Two smadll, sscond-gtary rooms on ether Side of the Sage are reeched by dairs in thefirst-floor rooms The ssoond gory
room to the north hes afireplacein the northeest corner and adosat in the southeest corner. Onee the Pator'sroom, it is
now usd for gorage. The second-gtory room to the south is used for dorege. Bath rooms ae it by asat of three
casamat windows, eech with eight lights. The rooms averlook the main hall, but the view from the former Pagtor's room
is now obscured by the metd ductwork of the HVAC system.

Second-gory rooms are a0 located above the vedtibule and infant dassroom. These rooms are reeched by a gairwdl in
the vedibule. The ladies parlor, located over the infant dassroom, hes white walls and darkly stained osk woodwork and
trim. The room hes acathedrd ceiling with exposed timber framing, achair rail, and afireplacethat hes bean blocked up
and fitted with ahester. On dther dde of thefirepl aceare arched windows with six lights in an arched pettern in the upper
ssh over sx in the lower sash. A built-in bench with aheedboard bedk is located under the northernmogt window on the
wes wall, and continues around to the entry wall next to the doorway. The ladies parlor hes alarge lunette with a
Caeamant window & its center, and on ether dde isacircular dained-glass pattern. The origind Sained-glass canter
window was damaged a yeer ago by vandds, and the pieces weere placed on the floor undernesth the window until it can
be repaired. The east wall hes casament windows overlooking the man hall. There isasmdl dcoveto the north of the
room next to the doorway.

To the north of the parlor are amdler rooms off a hdlway that leedsinto the upper gdlery in the southwest comer of the
auditorium. A bathroom off the hallway contains adark wood stdl and woodwork, indicating it isorigind to the building.
Theformer library islocated off the hdlway to the west, and it is now used for dorege.

Thegtairwel in the main vestibule leeds down to thefini shedbesanat of the vestry. The stairwell hes light-colored walls
and darkly gtained woodwork on the trim around the arched windows. A framed souare section of thewal in the lower
garwel was onceawindow, but it was removed and the exterior opening was filled in. A samdl hdlway hes restrooms
dong the north wall, alarge doorway to the dining hdl to the eadt, and an entrance to the kitchen on the south wall. This
aeardans the white wals ad origind darkly stained woodwork.

The kitchen wes remodded in the 1970s by the S. George Hdlenic Parish, but an origind darkly stained, built-in cabinet
remains on the entry wall. Two smdler rooms were gpened and combined to meke alarge kitchen areg which sretches to
the esst wall, where there is a sguare centra windowflankedby two smdler windows. Updated gppliances, aek cabingts,
and anew sarving ber complete the kitchen. A dumbwaiter, ingtaled in 1946, was used to bring the food from the kitchen
to the uppe floors.

A serving bear gpens the kitchen up to the large dining room. Six sed support columns, painted white, are evenly goeoed
in the room. Four fixed windows are dong the upper part of the south wall. The dining room hes white walls, darkly
gained woodwork, and exposad beams On the west wall of the dining room is the serving ber in an ok venesr. The ogk-
venesr panding continues up to the celling ebove the bar. On the eest wall of the dining room are various varts and a
hanging bingo board. A doorway in the southeest corner of the room leeds to the utility rooms In the northeest comer is a
utility doset.

(continued)
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The room to the eest of the dining room isthe boiler room. It holds the mechanicd units for the church ad vestry. This
aeais undtered, exogat for updating the mechanicd equipment. A smdler room, to the north of the boiler room, wes the
origind cod room.

Archaeological Description

While no andient Native American Stes are known on the Grace Universdigt Church property, it is possible that dtesare
presat. FHve andeat dtesae knowninthe gengrd area (within one mile). Environmenta characteridics of the property
represent somelocationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of
Native dtes The Grace Universdist Church occupies aleve to moderatdy doping parcd that wes probably well drained
prior to urbarvindugtrid development.  Sails on the property are currently dassified as the Canton-Charlton-Urban land
complex, with generdly well-drained, leve to moderatdy doping sandy soils, and some aress of urban land where soil
characteridics have bean obscured by congtruction of buildings, shopping centers, roads, and parking lots. The nominated
propaty isaso located mare than 1,000 feet from the neeret wetlands, alocationd characterigtic that could detrect from
the overd| andat dte sengtivity for this location. Given the above information, the amal size of the property
(approximatdy 044 acres), and congruction impects assodated with building the 2/2-gory brick church building, which
hes a besamat ad covers nearly the entire lat, the potentid for recovering significant archaedlogica survivds, both
andent and higoric, islow. Congruction of the Grace Universdist Church would have destroyed any andent Native
American ad pre-1895 resources located on the property. While the 1879 Sanbom mgp of Lowell identifies some wood-
frame housssin the vicinity of the church property, and the 1896 Sanbom alas illugtrates wood- frame houses
surrounding the church, no buildingstha pre-date church congtruction have been identified on the property.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property ; i ;
for National Register listing) (Enter categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE
Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our

history. COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
° Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

RELIGION

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1895-1961

individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield. Information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations

ark "x" in all the boxes that
M [ X apply) Significant Person

Property is (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

owed by a religious institution or used for religious
X A purposes.

B removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation

C ahirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

- . Architect/Builder
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

William Chester Chase, architect

F acommemorative property. Rafael Guastavino Jr., dome

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of dgnificance beginsin 18%6 with the building of the Grace Universdigt Church. It endsin 1961, 50 years
before the present, which is the Nationd Park Services dandard cutoff for establishing historica significance.

Criteria Consideratons (explanation, if necessary)
N/A
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of signficance and
applicable criteria)

The former Grace Universdist Church (congructed in 1895-1896), now known as the S. George Hdllenic Orthodox
Church, isamixture of stylesthat were popular in the late-19th century. Predominantly Romanesoque Revivd, it do
features adassicd, 70-foot-diameter masonry dome, which wes the first mgor project designed and suparvised by Rafad
Guagavino, . With only three coursss of tile a its crown, it was ane of thethinnest mesonry domes of its day. The dome
was condructed of interlocking terra-cotta tiles usng atechnique known as the Tile Arch Sygem and peatented by Rafad
Guagavino, S, in 1885. Cdled Cohedve Congruction, this structura engineering technique was usad in buildings
designed by mgor architects throughout the United States, beginning in 1889 with McKim, Mead, and White's Bogton
Public Library. The Grace Universdist Church domeisthe largest mesonry domein Massachusetts, and one of the largest
mesonty domes ever built by the Guagtavino Compary.

The Grace Universdigt Church isdso dignificant for its assodiaion with the devdlopment of the city of Lowell, through
the influence of the Universdigt religion on the workers in Lowell's textile mills. Universdist leeders formed
Improvement Circles for femde factory workers and published their essays poetry, and fiction in The Lowell Offering
(1840-1845), aperiodicd that provided aglimpse into the lives of the workers. The suoocess of Universdism, which
arived in Lowell in 1826, required the need for a permanent house of worship. After using severd other buildingsin the
city, Lowel's Unitarians built Grace Universdigt Church in 1895, Itis Lowell'sonly remaining church built for the
Universdigts, who merged with the Unitarians in 1961. After the merger, the building remaned a Unitarian Univerdist
church until 1973, when it was s0ld to the . George Hdlenic Church Society.

The Grace Universdigt Chruch retians integrity of desgn, materids, location, feeling, workmanship, setting, ad
assodiation, and medts Nationd Regider criteriaA and C, with alocd leve of significance.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

Thecity of Lowdl islocated 30 miles northwest of Bogon, & the confluence of the Merrimack and Concord rivers.
Lowel isbordered on the north by Dracut, on the esdt by Tewksbury, on the south by Chemsford, and on the west by
Tyngsborough. A mgor urben industria center for more than acentury, Lowell becameatown in 1826, and a city ten
yeaslaer.

In the n*" century, mogt of what is now Lowell was ane of sx "Praying Towns' of the Bay Colony, where Chrigtian
Native Americans lived. Much of the land was agriculturd, with family-owned farms and Native American settlements
After King Philip's War of 1675, the local Penneooodk tribe ebandoned the areg, and the land was s0ld to settlers The area
remaned primarily agricultura until 1821, when the farmland of Eagt Chelmsford was bought by agroup of busnessmen
known & the Boston Assodiates, who intended to build amill village for textile manufacturing. Formed by Frands Cabat
Lowel in 1814, the group hed outgrown its Watham location.

Trangportation improvements became a focus in Massachusatts between 1790-1860, and the 1/2-mile Pamtucket Cand
was condructed in 1793 as adirect connection betwean New Hampshire and Newburyport, a the mouth of the Merrimack
River. The Middlesex Cand (NRDIS) wesfinishedin 1803, ad a 27 miles long, connected the Mearimack River to the
port of Boston.

The location of Lowell, & the meeting of two rivers with asupplementa cand system, wes ided for a water-powered
factory sygem. The Mearimack Manufacturing Company textile mills were established in 1822, followed by the Hamilton
(1826), Appleton (1828), Lowell (1829), Middlesax (1831), Suffolk (1832), Tremont (1832), Lanrence (1833),

(continued)
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Boott (1836), and Massachusetts (1840) mills. An extendve cand sysem wes devdoped batwean 1823 and 1850 to feed
the mills. At the Pantucket Fdls, near thejunction of the Mearimack and Concord Rivers, the Merrimack drops 30 feet in
less than amile, which provided the kinefic energy nesded to power the mills. These mills employed doseto 10000
workers by 1850

The first mill workers were young women from New England farms. Boardinghouses were erected to house the "mill
girls," who agread to work for ayeer in the cotton mills. These young women's liveswere gtrictly controlled by their
hours of work and by company rules, which regulated their conduct. Regular church attendance was mandatory.
Protestantiam was the dominant religion in New England during the eerly 19" century, and the founders of the mills were
adamant that mill workers attend services. In 1824, Kirk Boott, acting in his role as agent and treasurer of the Merrimack
Manufacturing Compary, designed and oversaw the building of &. Anne's Episcopa Church (8 Kirk Street).
Employment at the mills was contingent upon the workers attending . Anne's. At ane time, pew rent wes deducted from
the pey of theworkers in the Merrimack Mills™

Although the idea of universal salvation can be traced bedk to the third century A.D., it did not becomewiddy known
until 1759 when Englishman James Relly published the book Union, which defied the Calvinistic doctrine of sdvation of
the few. John Murray, aformer Methodig and follower of Rdly, brought Universdism to New England in 1770. He
founded the Universdist Congregation in Gloucester, Massechusattsin 1779. Universaliam began to goreed throughout
New England during the early 19" century with HoseaBallou, aformer Baptist minidter, as its ookeamian. He begen
publishing the Universdist Magazine in 1819, and wasjoined by his grandnephew, HoseaBdlou |, and Thomes
Whittemore on the editorid staff in 1822, The periodica later became The Trumpet and Universdist Magazine, edited by
Whittemore. 1t was the leading Universdlist nengogper for more than 30 years, earning Whittemore the title of "the most
influential Universdigt editor of the nineteenth century.”

The Univerdigts pushed for socid reform, and were heavily focused on the anti-davery movemant. Later in the 19*
century, Universdiam shifted its focus to the economic well-being of the freed daves and the indudtrid workers of the
growing mill towns ad cities. According to George Hungon Williams, author of "American Universadism, a Bicertennid
Essy," Universdigs were especidly concerned with conditions affecting women and children working in the mills.
Lowdl, being amgor mill city, wes an ided placeto preech the Universdist beliefs.

Universdism wes introduced to Lowell when Mr. George Bradburne invited Rev. Thomas Whittemoreto ddiver a
samon in 1826. Asareault of his sarmon, agroup of men formed the Firgt Universdist Society of Lowell on July 23,
1827. The sodiety condgted of 99 men, many of whom were leedersin the indugtries of Lowell. Mill owvners viewed the
Universdigs as troublemakers, due to their gand on workers rights, and mog, if not all, of the society's marbas log
their jobs within ayear of the society's founding." Thomes J. Grearwood, for example, was the oversesr of the carding
room a the Merrimack Mills until Kirk Boott dlegedly dismissed him for his associaion with the Universdids.
Greenwood later joined the Universdist ministry.

In May of 1836, Rev. Thomes Thayer, pagtor of the First Universdist Society, conducted a Sunday Evening Lecture a
City Hal inLowell. Following the lecture, there was a mesting in the Mechanics Building on Dutton Stregt to discuss the
formation of a new Universdigt parish, to accomodate the large number of interested parties. The Ssoond Universdist
Sodey wes organized Sgptember 4, 1836, with Rev. John G. Adams as atemporary padtor, and sarviceswere hdd a the
old City Hdl on Merrimack Street. Rev. Zenas Thompson, an active abalitionist and prohibitionist, wes inddled as the
pasgtor on February 3, 1837. A committee to build achurch, heeded by Otis BuUard and Holland Stregter, sscured alot on
Shattuck Street & the cormer of Market in 1838. The land was rented from the Locks & Cands Corporation for $200 per
year. Congruction of the church begen in April of 1838, and the building wes dedicated on November 15 of that yesr.

Rev. Abd C. Thomas aQuake Univerdigt, came to Lowel from Philadephia in August of 1839 to be thefi rstpestor

(continued)
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of the Seoond Universdigt Church. A prolific Universdig historian, he wes the first presdent of the Universdist
Historicd Sodiety in 1834. In 1840, Rev. Thomas and agroup of femae factory workers founded aliterary megazine
cdled The Lowel Offering. The mogt well-known of the founders wes Lucy Larcom, who wrote poems songs ad |etters
describing her life as amill worker. The magazine wes widdy circulated, and Charles Dickens reviewed the Lowell
Offering in hisAmerican Nates, 1842, saying that the artides "'compare advantageoudy with agreat many English
Annuds" Rev. Thaomes |eft the Seoond Universdist Church in 1842, and he sold The Lowell Offering to The Operative
Magezine, which later became the New England Offering and osesad publication in 1849.

Although aThird Universdist Society formed in 1843, it was short-lived. In 1883, the Seoond Universdist Sodety
formdly changed its neme to the Shattuck Street Universdist Church. Rev. Ransom A. Greene hed come to Lowdll to
sve & pador in 1877, and by 1892 he was gaining support to digoose of the Shattuck Streat church and move to another
sction of the city. A Committee on Church Property wes formed to find anew location, and on October 19, 1893, the
Committee voted to purdhase land & the cormner of Princeton Boulevard and South Canton Street in the Highlands section
of Lowell from Harriet Spaulding for $5000.

Some of the present Highlands neighborhood wes part of Lowe |l & itsincorporation in 1826, but land annexed from
Chdmdford in 1874 added 1,129 more aares to the neighborhood. Prior to the Civil War, mogt of the land hed bean usd
for farming. After the war, busnessmen began building large etatesin the Highlands. These edtates were later broken up,
ad by the 1890s resdentid subdivisons hed been crested to provide housing for the middle and upper dasses moving
into the area,

Sevad factors led to the middle- and uppar-dass migration to Lowell's new outlying neighborhoods in the mid to late-
1800s The ue of dregtcars, sarting in 1864, mede aooess possible. Another factor wes that waves of immigrants were
ariving in Lowell to replacethe New England farm girlsas mill labor. These immigrants settled near the downtown in
ethnic pockets. A third factor wes the 1874 annexation of three large parcds of land from neighboring towns, which mare
than doubled the population and land areaof Lowell. Other large land annexaionstook place in 1879, 1888, and 1906.
Thesefactors contributed to the middle and upper dasses moving avay from the downtown arealinto the newly annexed
outer aresg, 2uch as the Highlands, Centralville, and Bdvidere neighborhoods Being largdy Cathalic, the immigrants did
nat embrace Universdisam. The Universdist Church nesded to follow its congregetion to the outer neighborhoods, and
they dhose the Highlands for the location of their new church.

In 1872, William H. Anderson subdivided aparcd of undevdoped land betwean Westford and Proud sregts The 1879
Sanbomn inaurance atlas of Lowell showsafew wood-frame houses dong Westford and Princeton sregts Lots 13-16,
located a the corner of Princeton and South Canton, were eventudly sold to Harriet Spaulding in July of 1893 The 1896
Sabomn atlas showsthe areawith two large brick dhurches—Grace Universdist Church on Princeton Street, and the
Highland Congregationd  Church (1884; non-extant) on Westford Strest—surrounded by many wood-frame houses

After touring churchesin Haverhill, Lynn, Fitchburg, Gardner, and Worcester, the Committee on Church Proparty hdd a
contest offering $ 100 for the best plan for their new church. On April 14, 1894, the Committee issued guiddines for
abmissonstha induded their desire for an auditorium-type church that could seet 700 people, with the pansin indined
and circular rows with no aide infront of the pulpit. The indlinedfloorsand circular pawvswould maximize sight lines,
which wes desrable in Protestant churches due to the emphad's on the gooken word. (N.B.Thefl oorsof the presant
auditorium are nat inclined.) Protestant churches dso emphadized the importance of domedtic aress of the church, which
encouraged the idea of the church as ahome Hence, the vestry wasjust as important to the church s the auditorium
itself

William Chegter Chesg an architect from Boston, was dedared the winner of the design competition on ne 4, 18%4.
Prior to submitting adesign for the church, he hed taken sscond place in the contet for the design of the Camegie Library
in Attsburgh. Cheee trained a the Massachusatts Indtitute of Technology, and hed worked with severd prominent
architecture firms, such as the firm of Carrere and Hagtings Trained & the L'Ecole Des Beaux Arts, Jon Carere ad
Thomas Hadtings were well-known architects who took dassca formsfrom many cultures and incorporated them into
American architecture. Cheseworked with the firm on the Fonce De Leon Hotd in &. Augudtine, Horida, which was

(continued)
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heavily influenced by Spenish Renaissance architecture. There are noteble similarities of form between the Grace
Universdist Church, Chasgs Neo-Renaissance Cantrd Congregationd Church in Providence (1892), and the Spenish
Readssanoe Badllica of & Lavrence in Asheville, North Cardlina (1905). The latter was co-designed by Gudavino's
friend Richard Sharp Smith, and Rgphad Guadtavino, S. After the senior Gugtavino's deeth, it was completed by hisson
in 1909.

In an undated |etter to Mr. Welch, the Committee chair. Chase explained the reesoning behind his design idess He wrrate,
"...al current buildings are imitations of pest buildings." Chasgsdesign hed atwo-tower fabade, square massing, alarge
centra dome, ad an ateched vestry. He gated that brick should be used for Itaian or Renaissance architecture, and
advised egaing uding it for Gothic or Romanesgue buildings. The latter was likely a reference to what is now cdled the
Richardsonian Romanexque style. Mr. Chesefelt that the design should nat only be consgtent with the materid usad, but
that the exterior should expressthe interior congruction. He did commant that the design of thetall northwest tower wes
influenced by the design of the Mudgar (M oorish-influenced) tower of the 14"-century Iglesiade Santo Tame in Toledo,
Span." Chese grongly advised againg covering the dome with ahipped timber roof, calling it "'unnecessary, expendve
and in bed tagte."" He expressad concern that such aroof would be amanece and afire hazard, suggested afireprooftiled
dome and recommended the Guagtavino Fireproof Company.

In April 1895, the Shattuck Street Universdigts formally changed their name to Grace Universdist Church. Church
records indude contracts from various individuas and loca companiesinvolved in the congtruction of the church.
Contractors indluded the Guegtavino Fireproof Compeny for the tiled dome the W.A. Mack Comperny for copper, tin, ad
gdvanized metd work; Redding Baird & Compeany for the Sained glass and the Boston Bridge Works Compary for the
ironwork.

On May 25, 1895, acaemony was hdd for the laying of the corersone The church was completed in 1896, ad
dedicated on April 1 of tha yeer. The interior design of the new church was unique in Lowell in that it hed around nave,
cdled the auditorium, and four Sde chapdsendasad in asguare plan. It hed walls of brick, and was nearly fireproof The
auditorium could seet 548 on the ground floor and another 84 in the gdleries. The pewswere aranged in acurved pattern,
facing the pulpit in the southeast cormner of the church. Over the main entrance to the auditorium wes the chair gdlery,
which housad the organ brought from the Shattuck Stret Church. The organ wias built call838 by George Stevans of
Cambridge, awd|-known organ builder. 1t wes repaired and modified for the new church by George Hutchings Compery,
and was given a new quartered-oak case designed by William CheseThe original organ hed a Sde keyboard. A centrd
keyboard wes one of the many modifications the organ received. The belows were dso repaired, the contra gamba re-
voiced, and anew trumpet with 58 pipes added.

The Grace Universdigt Church hes hed many distinguished leeders snceits founding. Of note was Clarence Russl
Skinner, who is haled as the modt influential Universdigt minigter of thefirst haf of the 20" century. He saved Grace
Universdig from 1911 until 1914, when he acogpted an gppointment as Professor of Applied Chridtianity & Crane
Theologicd Schod of Tufts Coallege, later becoming Dean. While in Lowell, Skinner ran a Sunday evening program
cdled the Lowell Forum, featuring guest speskers In 1915 he published The Socia Implications of Universdiam, which
esablished him as amgjor gookegperson for the denomination.

The New England Hurricane of 1938 caused mgor damege to the church. The Church goplied for a permit to remodd the
tal northwest tower on June 7, 1938. The proposed work wias to remaove the upper part of the tower and replaceit with a
new roof which when completed, survived the 1958 hurricane with no damege

In 1939, the Firg Universdist Society began holding sarvicesin the the Grace Universdist Church, and in November of
194 the two Universdigt Sodidties were legdly united. The Grece Universdist Parish and Grace Universdist Church
became one entity in 1957.

(continued)
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In 1945, the chanod was renovated and dedicated to Rev. Cloyd Vdentine, apopular pestor who hed pessad avey in
Decarba of 1944. In 1954 the rooms of the vestry were dedicated to former paegtors and mambas The main hdl became
the Rasom A Greene Hall, the dining room became the Cdeb Fisher Hall, the Ladies Parlor became the Clarence
Skinngr Room, ad the Primary Room (Infant Classroom) became the Ellen A. Stillings Room.

In 1961, the Universdist and Unitarian churches nationwide united to form anew denomination, and the church became
the Grace Unitarian Universdist Church. Financid problems and other issuesled to the sele of the church, in October
1973, to the S. George Hellenic Orthodox Church, for $90,000. Included in the sle were the paws the orgen, pulpit,
lectern, and dl kitchen equipment. The Grace Unitarian Universdist congregetion hdd itsfarewd | sarvice in the church
on November 16, 1973, and in Decamber they began to hold sarvices a afellowship house, located a& 79 Horence
Avenue in Lowell.

Meanwhile, the new owners, who were mambersof Lowell's Gresk community, begen to redecorate the interior of the
church to mest the neads of their congregation. Gresk immigrants begen arriving in Lowell inlarge numbers in the 1890s
The Holy Trinity Helenic Orthodox Church on Lewis Stregt (1907), was the first church built in the United Sates to
house Gresk Orthodox worship. In the mid 19205 palitical turmail in Gresce greetly affected the Gresk community in
Lowdl. Evets leading up to World War | hed divided Gresoe batwean roydigts and the liberds led by Eleftherios
Venizdos The divison reeched across the ooeen to Lowell, where afaction split from Holy Trinity to form the
Trandfiguration Gresk Orthodox Church (5 Clark Street) in 1922

Further divison occurred when the Holy Trinity Hdlenic Parish of Lowell voted to change from the Julian cdendar to the
new revised cdendar in 1928. A group wishing to follow the Julian cdendar left Holy Trinity over the issue and under
Rev. Chrigopher Kondogeorge, they formed the St. George Hdlenic Sodety and purchesad  the former Worthen Beptist
Church, a Romanexque building a 213-217 Worthen Street. The newly formed St George Hellenic Church renovated and
then occupied the Worthen Stregt building from 1928 until 1973, On the morning of April 30, 1973, achurch atendant
wes lighting acande when acloth caught fire, the blazequickly goreed throughout the church. The parish hed goat the
pest saven yearsand dose to $50,000 renovating the church, which wes completely destroyed by thefire.

For the next few months, the . George Hdllenic Parish hdd sarvicesin S. Anne's Church on Mearimack Strest, until
they purdhesed the Grace Unitarian Universdist Church on October 29, 1973. The church was converted for use asan
Orthodox Church by the addition of an iconodads, and decoration of the interior dome and wallswith Orthodox
iconography (described in section 7). In 1977, the church purchesad the abutting ca. 1890 house & 24 South Canton
Street, which wes usd a6 a parsonege from a leegt 1979 to 1981, when it was occupied by Reverend Theo Vaggdis ad
hiswife. In November 1981, the church demadlished the houseto cregte the presant parking lot.

Today, the . George Helenic Orthodox parish holds sarvicesin the church and uses the vestry for church functions. The
higtoric George Sevensorgan (ca. 1838) istill in the church, and plans have bean mede to hold concert recitds once the
organ isrepared. The pawswere dightly rearranged in the 19705 and acentrd aide was cregted for the Orthodox
processon to the sanctuary.

The Guagtavino Fireproof Company: 1889-1962

Rafed Guagtavino y Moreno was a successful architect and builder in Soain when he emigrated to Americain 1881 with
his young son Refad Guadavino y Exposito. Ore in the United States, Guadtavino . patented atype of structurd tiling
asthe "Tile Arch Sygem” in 1885. The Guedavino Fireproof Company, founded in 1889 and renamead the R. Guadavino
Compary in 1897, wes respongible for designing the vaulted tile ceilings of many higtoric landmarks, including the
Bogton Public Library and two Vanderbitt family estates—the Breskars in Newport, R.1., and the Biltmore Edate in
Asheville, North Caralina. The Bagton Public Library (1888-1895), desgned by architect Charles Follen McKim of
McKim, Meed, and White of New Y ork, wes the first mgor commission for Rafad Guagtavino, S., who gpplied the
andat at of Catdan vaulting usng his sysem of interlocking terra-cotta tiles.

(continued)
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The use of tile vaulting dlowed buildings to have the large, dramétic goans desired by many of the Beaux-Arts architects.
The Guadtavino Fireproof Co. hed worked on many projectswith Carere & Hadings, two architects who hed bean
employed by McKim, Mead & White from 1833 to 1885. Their works indude the Central Congregationd Church in
Providence, Rhode I1dand (1892), a Neo-Renaissance church that boests an impressive 54-foot-diameter tiled dome, which
was the first Guagiavino dome in the United States.” Carrere & Hadings employed William Chester Chese for a period of
time before Chese was dhosan to design the Grace Universdist Church of Lowell. Chege wiss familiar with Guegtavino
and hiswork, and recommended the company for the dome of the Lowell church. The dome of the Grace Univerdigt
Church in Lowel isthe largest masonry dome in Massachusatts, and one of the eerliest domes built by the Guagavino

Compary.

Thedder Guadavino remained in Asheville after completing the vaulted ceilings of the Biltmore Edate, and his son took
aleading ralein the company. Rafad Guagtavino, . supervisaed the congruction of the dome of the Grace Univerdist
Church when he was 22 years old. The Grace Universdist dome weas ore of his erliest projects, and & the time was ane
of the thinnest domes ever built, having only three coursss of tile a its crown™. When the dome for Grace Universdist wes
condructed, the Spanish terra-cotta tile used was menufactured by the W.H. Mullins Architecturd Company, besed in
Sdem, Ohio, but with an officein New Y ork. The Guagtavino Fireproof Company hed problemsfindingtilesthet were
affordable and of a good quality, so by 1900 they were producing thetilesin an old wooden church in Woburn,
Massachusatts*  1h 1906 the Guadtavino Tile Factory, "La Ceramica," wes erected & 660 Main Sregt in Wobum to
produce the high-qudity tiles the compery required for its projects.

Rafad Guedtavino . later worked on other projects, including the dome over the crossing of the Cathedrd of & John the
Divine in New York (1911) and the ceiling of the Regigry Hdl & Ellis Idand (1917). Hewas d<o well known for his
acoudticd tiles. With Walace C. Sabing, Guadtavino J. patented Akougtalith tilesin 1910, which were desgned to absorb
soud indde large ecdesiadicd goaces

Sevad buildings in Lowell are mantioned in the Guagtavino Comparny records, which are housed in the Avery Library &
Columbia Univerdsity in New York. Southwick Hall (1897, Textile Avenue), on the University of MassachusattsLowdl
campus, hes an impressive Guagtavino vaulted tile ceiling in its entrance portico. While afew of the buildings mentioned
in the records have bean demoalished, extant buildings in Lowell that mey have Guegtavino tile work indude Lowell City
Hal and the Pdllard Memorid Library, both built in 1893 (both NRDIS). There were no other large mesonry domes
congructed by the Guagtavino Compary in Lowell, but the Cogtdlo Tomb, asmdl chapd in . Patrick's Cameay, ney
be amuch amdler example. Guagtavino tiled vaults can be found in many mgor buildings on the Eagt Coedt and severd
in ather parts of the country, such as the Neraska State Capitd (1922-1932) and the Rockefdler Chapd a the University
of Chicago (1918-1924).

Both for structurd and aesthetic reesons, the Guadtavino vaults and domeswere popular with leading architects from
180sto the 1940s Beaux-Arts desgners usd the Tile Arch sygem extensivdy until after the Great Depression, when
the International Syle emerged in American architecture. The Guagtavino Company remained active until Rgphed
Guedavino J sold the compary in 1943. Hedied in 1950, and the company dosed itsdoors in 1962

(continued)

* Ochsendorf, John. Guastavino Vaulting: The Art of Sructural Tile. (New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2009). Cha
"1bid.
* lbid. Wdoum Daily Times e 18, 1907.
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Gearge Filippakis. |conographer

Gearge Filippakis, an internationaly known Byzantine |conographer, hes decorated more than 80 churchesin the United
Sates Caneda, Hong Kong, Audtraia, and Gresce. He currently hes astudio in Woodbury, New Y ork. Filippakis wes
born in Heraklion,on the idand of Crete, in 1949. Asachild, he atended the Cathedrd of S. Minasin Heraklion. By age
deven, hewas apupil of the megter iconographer Stylianos Kartakis of the Crete Schodl of Iconography. Filippakis came
to Americaayear after he graduated from the Schod of Fine Artsin Athens, in 1969. George Filippakis wrote the murd
icons for the . George Hdlenic Church ca 1973. In Orthodox art, icons are condgdered "written” because they ae nat
s a6 an imegined compoasition by the iconographer, but alitera transcribing of the truth inthe Holy Bible. The Gresk
word eikonographia trandates as "image writer."

(end)

9. Major Bibliographical References
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Hurd, D.Hamilton. Higtory of Middlesex County. Massachusetts Vol. |1. Philaddphias JW. Lewis& Co., 1890.

Huged, Laura S Universdism and Unitarianisam in Lowell. First Grace Universdist Church (Unitarian-Universdist)
Fdlowship House, 79 Horence AveLowdl MA 01852,

Kagpetan, Michad R. "Carving for the Saints" UMIH Bulletin: 1992,
WauLlllikekapeian.com/articles/Carvingl-'or | lioSaintsdoc

(continued)
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Aoccessd January 12, 2000.
http://auerv.nytimes.cormvijs/full page html res=9805.EOD BI 530F333A 25750C0A 9649C8B63& n=T op/Reference
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Liptak, Dolores Immigrants and Their Church. New Y ork: Macmillan Publishing Co, 1989.

"LovrQw." The Bay State Monthly. Volume 1, Issue 3. Mar., 1884. Rgs 161-200. John N. McClintock and Co. Bogton,
MA, hitp://cdl.library .corndl.edw/cgi-birn/moa/moarcgi thaotis d=AFJ3035-0001-27
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The Lowel Directory. Sampson & Murdock Co. Bogon, Mass
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Lowdl Courier-Citizen. " Grace Universalig Church to Obsarve Its 3" Anniversary Next Sunday." Friday, Ocdba 2,
1931

Lowell Courier-Citizen. "With Masonic Rites; Cornar Stane of Grace Church Laid by the Grand Lodge™” May 25, 18%

Ochsendorf  John. Guagtavino Vaulting: The Art of Structurd Tile. New York: Princeton Architectural Press 20009.

U.S. Degpatment of the Interior, Nationa Park Service Lowdl. The Sory of an Industrial City. A Guide to the Lowell
National Historica Park and Lowell Heritage Siate Park. Lowell, Massachusetts Washington D.C: U.S.
Depatmeant of the Interior, 1992.

Williams, George Hungton. "American Universdiam, A Bicentennid EssayJournal of the Universdigt Higtorical
Sodey 9, 1971

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary iocatlon of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office
requested Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register X Local government
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # _ Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): MHC# LOW.4010
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  less than one acre
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 308630 4722700 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 4
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The church gands on a 19,152 square-foot parcd of land on the south Sde of Princeton Boulevard. Beginning & the
intersection of Princeton and South Canton Street, the property line runs eegterly on Princeton Boulevard 100 feet, then
southerly dong land owned by TRS Willow Assodiaes 204.89 feet; westerly by aparcd of land (the parking lot) dso
owned by the church 99.92 feet to South Canton Stret, then northerly on South Canton Street 208.38 feet to the point of
beginning. The Lowdl Assessessors data card records the parcd s #0104-4770-0040-0000 (4770-40). Note thet the
church ovnsthe parking lot to the south, but thet 1ot is not induded in this nomination. The church bought the parcd in
1977, and demdlished ahouse onitin 1981 to crestethe parking lot.

Boundary JugiHcation (explain why the boundaries were sdected)

The parad of land the farme Grace Universalig Church gands upan isthe parcd higorically assodated with the church.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Kim Zunino, Assistant Administrator, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 2011

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470

city or town Boston state MA zip code 02138
e-mail kzunino(a>lowellma.gov

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e« Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi
(pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Photogrgpha: Kim Zunino, Assigant Adminigrator of the Lowell Historic Board
Dae 2009

1 Exterior, facing southeedt toward the northwest corner of the church
2. Interior, facing the ssnctuary in the southeest corner of the church
3. Interior, facing north, the chair loft containing the ca 1838 organ

Historic Imeges

1 Origind interior of Grace Universdist Church
2. Grece Universdig Church, ca 1900

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance wiith the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, VWashington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Figure 1

Original interior of Grace Universalig Church

Middlesex, MA
County and State
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Figure2 Grace Universalig Church, ca. 1900

Middlesex, MA
County and State
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Ground floor plan

Middlesex, MA
County and State
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Basament and sscond-floor plans

Middlesex, MA
County and State
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Galleries (Upper floor of Auditorium)

Middlesex, MA
County and State
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City of Lowell, MA Assessor's Map
Obtained from http://gis.lowellma.gov
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PRCPERTY Grace Universalist Church
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STATE & GOUNTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED. 1/ 14/ 11 DATE G- PEND NG LI ST:

DATE G- 16THDAY: DATE G- 45TH DAY: 3/01/11
DATE (F WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 11000069
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APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS. N
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JAN1 4 A1

The Commonwedlth of Massachusatts  JLATmMLmK 2 . f

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January 7, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regigter of Historic FHlaces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed please find the following homination form:
Grace Universdist Church, 44 Princeton Boulevard, Lowell (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has bean signed by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Loca
Government community of Lowell were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Ore letter of support hes been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

cC. Sgohen Sowdl, Lowel CLG Coordinetor
Kim Zunino, Lowe| Higtoric Board
Father Anededos Coulouras, . Georges Hedlenic Orthodox Church
Edwad Caulfleld, Mayor, City of Lowel
Adam Baaedke, Lowd | Flanning and Devdopment

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 < Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. sec. state, ma. us'mhc



RECEIVED
AR 302D

MASS. HIST. COWM

Massachusetts Historical Commission Digital Image Submission Form

Please submit oneformfor each group of digital imeges
About your digital files:
Camera Used (make, model): Olu/DOU'R [ T2/~ Ccr~Qf 0~0071
Resolution of original image capture (camera setting including resolution and file format):
2pi YAK Yy 17QYMpiwANlS U fAimrrrjC. 7 "XhuYi7™n [/ Mfifi X T2{w>\hrry)” tfJo[uf?c

File name(s) (attach additional sheatsif necessary) check here\2\ to refer to atached photo log:

ot |

About your prints:
Printer makeandmodel: /I~ jA AN [AN 9)

Peper: brand & type (i.e., Epson Premium Glossy Photo)

Ink:

Signature: "ty ssignmg heKjw you agree that the information provided hereistrue and accurate)

apare "AMIiM Da 5/2/(9



IUECEIVED

AR 28 20D

St. George MASS. HIST. COMM /i

Greek Orthodox Chuch of Lowell
"1SZIli 44 Princeton Blvd. Lowell, Mass. 01851
Parish Priest: Very Reverent Archimandrite Anthimos Konstantopoulos
Tel: 978 459 9147

Betsy Friedberg

Massachusetts Historical Commission April 17,2009

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125
RE:Saint George Hellenic
Orthodox Church, 44 Princeton
Blvd. Lowell, MA 01851

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

We, the Officers and Parish Council Members, support the nomination of St.
George Hellenic Orthodox Church, 44 Princeton Blvd, to the National Register
of Historic places.

Sincerely
Nicholas Doulamis George Panidis
President > Vice- President

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA.- DIOCESE OF BOSTON



