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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

For its historical associations alone, national in significance 
this property is outstanding without considering its architec 
tural distinction, which is noteworthy. It is not the birth 
place of the Revolutionary War hero, said to have stood near 
the east side of the present building constructed in the year 
of Kale's death, 1776. Part of the earlier structure is 
reputed to have been incorporated into the 26-foot ell added 
to his large new house by Nathan T s father, Deacon Richard Hale, 
an^i adjunct later extended to 106 feet and a striking feature 
of the present structure. Since a single central chimney 
could hardly have served the rooms in so large a building, two 
of considerable size rise through the roof peak. The exterior 
beyond beaded corner boards, moulding at the outer edge of the 
cornice and crown moulding between wall and .cornice, and a 
moulding around front entry frame with a large crown moulding 
forming a flat pediment above a 6-pane overdoor light. Clap 
boards ontfie east side are replacements, but those on the west 
and front are graduated from the bottom upward, skived at the 
joints, and fastened with large handwrought nails. There_are 
extensive grounds, outbuildings, and stone walls that contri 
bute to the attractive setting of this shrine to a national 
hero.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Aside from its associations and picturesque setting, the Hale 
Homestead has much to offer as a Connecticut landmark. Auth 
orities are critical when it is claimed a house was built 
during the Revolution but Deacon Hale f s house is fortunately 
documented. Therefore, the Hale Homestead serves not only to 
show how Deacon Hale, a typical hard-working Connecticut settler 
prospered but reflects the subtle changes in the architecture 
of the period. It might well be called a "key" house.
It is doubtful if Nathan ever saw the new house, but it is cer 
tain that he knew about it and heard the plans discussed in 
January 1776 when he was home on leave from the Army. Nathan 
was hanged on 22 September 1776, and the Hales moved into the 
house on 31 October, a house of mourning and sorrow. The fam 
ily, ignorant of the hero-worshipers to come, pulled down the 
hero ? s birthplace. Grand as the house may have been in its 
time, with its larger than usual proportions, twoL^^himneys and 
central,.ha 11, it was an austere home and probably was Tor sev 
eral years. It was not the habit to finish houses in those 
days, particularly in the interior. The house is simple and 
severe but none-the-less refined, reflecting the character of 
the family. Its severity is expressed in the bold, straight 
lines without any overhangs and its lack of any architectural 
ornamentation.
The ell, or at least part of it, was built at the same time as 
the House. One curious feature is the "grafting" of the north 
wall of the old house to the south side of the ell, so when the 
empty house was dismantled, the remaining end was sheathed and 
clapboarded. The woodwork was finished off in rooms from year 
to year, when time and money permitted and some rooms show the 
change of taste and the handiwork of different joiners.

Nathan Hale and the Homestead 
Antiquarian & Landmarks Society, Inc.



Crofut, Florence S. M. , Guide to the History and the
Historic Sites of Connecticut. Yale University Press. 1937

Nathan Hale and the Homestead. Published by the Antiquarian
and Landmarks Society, Inc. of Connecticut. 1953 > 19o9
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° o 
NE o o

SE ° ° 
SW o , . o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
' DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
i OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

41° 45' 51 " 72° 20' 46"
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Herbert C. Darbee, Associate Director
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Connecticut Historical Commission August 25,1969
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 3£}— > State Q Local Qv . , ^<££-
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rule State Liaison Officer and
Chairman, Conn. Historical Coram 

Date August 25, 1969
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

(AhHM Alfa^ L 4//uKjftu^
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

OCT g 2 1970
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Keeper of the National Register
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