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1. Name of Propertv
historic name Old Tavern Farm

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 817 Colrain Road N/A not for publication
city or town Greenfield N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts .code MA county Franklin .code 11 zipcode 01301

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Bfiomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
HiatDric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[p'reets ¢ does not meettoe National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally < statewide H locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Signature oMertifying official/Title CarJ*H. Metz, Executive Director u Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
her”y certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register 3'/ |/\ dS\_
» See continuation sheet. J O .O
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register m s
 other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private Xbuilding(s) 4
_ public-local __district \i
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal __ structure
__ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/inn
AGRICULTURE/outbuilding

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Federal

Narrative Description

Franklin. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/inn

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation = GRANITE. BRICK

walls CLAPBOARD
roof SLATE over cedar shakes
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

see sttached
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7. Description ~————— ~

Situated dongsde Hinsdae Brook in the Greenfield Meadows, Old Tavern Farm (MHC.268)
dands 4.3 miles northwest of downtown Greenfield, on aroughly triangular lot a the intersection
of Colrain and Green River roads. The Federd-gtyle building isa connected farmstead typical of
thosebuilt in rural New England, and in Franklin County. Itsvarious sections were congtructed
in Sages, representing changes made to the current dwelling between the 1790s and the 1840s
The dwelling's main block, probably erected in 1827, is atwo-gory, five-by-two bay, sde gable
dructure; asmdler two-story, four-bay wing, dating to the last quarter of the 18* century, extends
to the west, with asingle-story ell of four bays atached to the rear. Extending westward from
this section is a series of carriage bays (the eesternmogt today enclosed and converted into a sun
room), followed by atwo-story, early- to mid-19"'-century end-gable bam. (See atached floor
plan.) The origina "small dwelling housg' listed in Samud Hinsdale's 1787 probete inventory
was congtructed around 1740 and would have extended into the wing before being torn down to
accommodate congtruction of the 1790s dwelling. The south stone foundation of thet ca. 1740
dwelling remains intact undemeeth theflagstonewak leading to the dining room entrance. The
north foundation isintact in the dirt-floor crawl goace benegth the dining room floor.

Grounds

The house faces southward on aroughly triangular ot thet takesin a itspesk asmal common a
the intersection of Colrain and Green River roads, (photo #1) In addition to the roadways, it is
bounded on the north by Hinsdale Brook. Severd pine and maple trees shade the house, while
mock orange omaments the lawn. Two Jgpanese Maples, planted in the mid 20* century near the
smdl common, are especialy distinctive among the plantings on the south-facing lawn. A amal
open shaed congructed in the 1960s shdters a 20*-century grill that has been fitted to resemble a
blacksmith's forge, and is non-contributing.

Exterior description

The main block of the house, which probably datesto the 18205 is atwo-story,five-by-threebay
gmcture, with a chimney centered over the main entrance, typica of large farmhouses in westem
Massachusetts beforethe Civil War. FeBade fenestrationis symmetrical, with sscond-gtory
windows placed close under the eaves. All main block faBade windows are 1/1. The door

surround - the housgs most pronounced embd lishment—includes a semi-circular fanlight
shdtered under atriangular pediment with broken besethat rests on pilasters. The houseis clad
in cdapboards and trimmed with comerboards. In keeping with vemacular Federd-style houses
the comice and window trim are restrained in the neat and plain style. Themain block is encircled
on the south and west by awide soneterrace, aremnant of a porch that was apparently added to

(continued)
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the house around 1840 and destroyed by-a falen tree after 1950. Eight-over-twelvewindows are
present in the gable field. The main block gandson agranite foundafion with brick courses
between gone and sill, (photo #2)

To the wedt is attached a separate secfion, a42' wing, four baysinwidth, st back from the plane
of themain faBade. This secfion probably representsthe building'searliest period of construcfion,
dating to the late 18* century (sse below). Ground-floor windows have 1/1 replacement saeh,
while 66 seh light a second-floor ballroom. These second-floor windows Sit some distance
below the eaves - one of the building's only references to the stylistic preferences of the Greek
Reviva period, (photo #3) Aninsat ground-floor porch concedls abulkhead thet provides access
to the basament. Here, too, the foundation is granite and brick. A series of carriage bays extend
westward from this section. The esstemmoaost bay hes been converted into a contemporary living
goace The remaining bays serve as a seasond outdoor sitting areaand carports. Large letters
painted acrossthis section reading "Old Tavem Farm” have existed since the late 19* century.

The large red bam that serves as the building'swestem terminus is oriented perpendicularly to
the house, (photo #4) Its foundation is Sonetopped with brick. A typical "New England bam™ of
the middle decedes of the 19* century, itistwo bayswide, with the runway extending from one
dde of the gable end to the back of the bam. (photo #10) Two rows of fixed-glasslightsform a
transom above the double-leaf bam doors. A lean-to addition creates an asymmetrical bam with
an off-center roof ridge, capped by a sguare cupola, with louvered vents on all four sdes. The
bam's southwest comer houses the farm's gtable, which contains four open bays and two box
ddls for horses, (photo #11) The addition dong the eest wall of the bam, lit by three Sx-pane
windows, was congtructed to house cattle, then became a chicken coop, and today servesasa

dorege goace
Interior description

In the cellar, the base of the eight-foot-square chimney, arched on the eet Sde, is divided into
two compartments — one awine and preserve clost, the other a anoke room with cantilevered
shdvesto support racks of hanging meat. Hanging from hand-forged chains on the south wall,
facing the wine-cellar door, are the wooden skids formerly used to roll wooden kegs of liquor
down the gone cellar dairs. Massve gone geps on the west wall leed to abulkhead conceded
benesth the inset porch a the front entrance of theca. 1790swing.

The westemmogt section of the house's dwelling goeceistoday a smal sunroom occupying what
was formerly acarriage shed. Though much of the origina building fabric in this room has been
lost, the Structure's comer postsremain visible. Inaddition, the pandling present on the west wall
of theroomisorigina material moved to this location from dsewhere in the houss this section
of paneling was formerly part of aninterior wall that ssparated the tavem taproom from a smal
private dining area. Relegated to attic Sorage during early 20™-century renovations, the paneling
was moved to this location when a previous owner cregted the sunroom in 1984.
(continued)
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Adjacent to the sunroom is another sarvice-goacethat hes been dtered to expand the house's
living quarters, the house's former mudroom today serves as abedroom. Though some dterations
have been made to accommodate modem cornveniences (e.g. the former pantry, which once stood
dong the northwall, has been converted into abathroom), the room retains itswide pine floors
and exposed comer posts, as well as wainscoting. The wainscofing aong the outside, south wall
aopearsto be original, while asmal section on an interior wall was potentialy recycled during
some point inthe houses history. The origina exterior door with itsoriginal hardware remans
intact, leading from the sunroom to the bedroom.

The kitchen and dining room, together with the ell that extends from these rooms to thereer,
contain some of the building's mogt interesting features. This section of the house gopearsto be
the building's oldest, probably dating fromthe last quarter of the 18* century. Though these
rooms have ssen agood ded of dteration over the years, severd features remain that hint & the
building's earlier gopearance and subsequent history. An 82" by 30" threshold cut into the
kitchen floor sits benegth a contemporary window and matches the dimensions of alarge granite
dep outside. On the exterior wall in this location, aclapboard patch clearly defines the old
entrance. Thiswas the home's main entranceway prior to the ca.l827 addition, and, becausethe
home's current front doorway istypica of thelate 18*-century, not 1827, it quite possibly was
moved fromthe ca 1790s structure. It is surmised that the stegp wooden staircase, which
presently provides ancessfrom the second floor of the main block to the attic, may originaly
have been stuated inthis section of the house. Finally, the ridgepole construction of theroof in
this section of the building, as well as the wooden pegs and hewn timbersretaining their bark,
indicates that thisis the stmcture's earliest roof, jacked up prior to 1841 to accommodate the
installation of the second-story ballroom. Physica evidence benegth that roof dso suggeststhe
location of the original hearth, though today only anarrow chimney servesthe kitchen's st kettle
s well as awood sove, (photo #8) Sa kettles gppeared in America during the late 18+ century
and grew somewhat in popularity inthe early 19th, but never became widespread. The new
technology's apped to the Greenfield tavem keegper, however, isdear: consisting of adegp brass
kettle sst into an airtight masonry container with afi reboxbel ow, the technology medeit possible
to have a congtant source of interior hot water available, particularly useful for cooking and
cleaning, bathing, and other farm, domestic and tavem chores. A gravity-fed cistem bdow the
kitchen floor (installed ca. 1827 and today visible from the kitchen through a glasspandl), one of
only ahandful known inthe Connecticut Valley, provided water for tavem chores. The piping
leeding from the cistem to the house's exterior isdso intact, disconnected and stuffed with paper
bdow agutter sysem that isstill inuse

An €l to the rear of the ca. 1790s section of the house, presently entered through the kitchen,
houses apantry, workroom, cod bin, woodshed, and four-holer privy. Architectural evidence
indicates that this structure was built after the ca. 1841 ballroom, because one of the four
windows on the ballroom's northwall was removed and patched with boardsto hide theroofs

(continued)
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pesk, which extended into that opening. The ell, which sts on alow stone foundation, has no
ridgepole. Beaded board paneling is present in the pantry and workroom. Aninterior door moved
to this location from esawhere in the house hes the same faux, golden oak graining as the from
the former bar, now sored in the building's attic, suggesting that it once accompanied the
headboard in the house's taproom, and wes recycled to thislocation & alater date.

Two doorways (flanking the st kettle in the kitchen and awood stove in the dining room, lead
esdt into the present-day dining room. Two examples of 18*-century wainscoting survive in the
dining room. Along the south and west walls, plain boards, perhaps sdvaged from the original
dructure, probably date from the mid-18* century. Along the north and eest walls, raised pand
wainscoting favored inthe last quarter of the 18" century reflect an effort to bring the house into
concert with prevailing Federd fashion. A comer cupboard inthe northwest comer of the room
probably datesto ca. 1917 and reflects the later influence of the Colonial Revival. To the reer of
the dining room, on the north wall, gandsasmdl butler's pantry that, judging by the style of the
cabinetry, may aso have been renovated a about thistime. However, in keeping with the
recycling of materids that characterizes devdopments throughout much of the house, the
buttemut cabinet on the pantry's rear wall seams to date from the samega— ca 183040 — a8
the faux graining that gppears throughout the house. The cabinet's dimensions maich the back
wall of asmdl closat inthe former taproom that once formed the southem end of the back bar.
The cabinet contains a small, locking, center cash drawer, suggesting that it wes part of the ca
1840 bar during the Thayer tenure, as indicated in previous owner Helen Gerrett's written 1948
history of the house. The bar was probably moved ca 1917, when other renovations were
undertaken in the dining-room area. When the grasscloth wallpaper was removed from the north
wall of the dining room in 1999, an illegible, circled note dated August 1917 was discovered on
the plagter, suggesting arenovation year, and the dectric crystd chanddier instaled on the
ceiling is of that period.

To move from the dining room to the southwest parlor isto move fromthe ca 1790s portion of
the houseto the ca. 1827 section, the present-day main block. Though the room was once
encircled with wainscoting, the addition of larger south-facing windows and the converson of a
west-facing doorway to awindow, probably during the Thayer porch addition around 1840,
prompted the remova of al but aamall section of wainscoting in the northeast comer of the
room; as aresult, the basgboardsin this room are clearly replacement. Other original detail
includes the restrained fireplace surround. To the left of the fireplace, anarrow closat retainsits
interior beeded paneling and door.

The entry hall that sgparatesthis parlor from the finer southeest parlor islit by a semi-circular
fanlight above the main entrance and contains accessto the narrow triple-run or fan sairsleading
to the sacond floor, and aamadl hall doset. An unusud festure of the house's entrance is the
double-hinged door that alowsit to be folded back into the entry hall. The total width of the door

(continued)
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is40", with one szt of 3 (4 1/8") hinges between the door and the wall and a second st of three (2
34 ™) hinges present 7'/2"from the first. Historic Deerfield's architectural historian/conservator
William Flynt hes examined the door, and suggests that the evidence conceming whether the door
isorigina to the structure is inconclusive, though the width of the door does match the width of
the original fanlight. The brass hardware isnot origina to the door, as evidenced by the patch
covering the hole for the previous hardware. Trim here is otherwise modest, limited to plain
beeded bassboards that match those found dsawhereinthe 1827 section of the house,

The formal, southeedt parlor, unlike its counterpart, was never wainscoted. The room hes a
dightly more degant fireplace in the opposite parlor than its counterpart, with pilagters
supporting abroad, smple mantle, as well a wide bassboards that match the trim surrounding
the doors and windows. A small cupboard dongsde the hearth mirrorsits counterpart inthe
southwest parlor. The south-facing windows here, like those in the southwest parlor, have been
replaced with larger, dongated windowsthat were extended when the porch was built prior to
1841. A late 19*-century photograph shows 6/6 windows occupying the same opening.

The tavern's former taproom, which runs aong the reer of the ca. 1827 block, may be entered
from either parlor. Woodwork here is comparatively modest, with beeded basgboards matching
those in the entryway, and an unassuming fireplace surround, (photo #5) A small cupboard is
present above the mantel. A private dining room, which once good a the far eest end of the
room, has been converted into amodem laundry and bathroom. The wall that once separated this
from the tgproom is now present as paneling in the house's sunroom; inits place gandsawall
with floor-to-ceiling built-in bookcases insarted inthe 1980s, after the origina wall was removed
and the room opened up, probably ca. 1917. On the west end of the room, scarson both the floor
and ceiling indicate the original site of the tgproom bar and headboard; the latter is till presently
dored on the property. Today, the end of the bar, which once housed cabinetry, hes been
endosed, and sarvesas alarge closet. Beaded panding isvisible insde. A smal modem kitchen
installed inthe 1980sis located inashalow el off the northwall. This structure was built ca
1917 to house the home's first bathroom with plumbing, and sarved as the house's only bathroom
into the 1980s

A gegp and narrow stair between the taproom and dining room leeds to the second floor of the
1827 block. Here, alonghall sgparatesthe twofinely-finishedfront bedrooms, which probably
housed family members from three small bedrooms & the rear of the house, which were likely
rented out to tavem guests All of the doorways dong this hall bear the same distinctive graining,
presenfing faux walnut to the hall; those providing accessto the family rooms are grained to
smulate tiger, birds-eye and burl maple on the reverse. Closat doors in the family rooms were
dso grain-painted to match the interior doors. According to H3mt, aplausible candidate for this
work as well as and the feather-painted floorsin the upgtairs hall and eest bedroom, is eccentric
19th-century Greenfield folk artist George Washington Mark, who cameto townin 1817 and

(continued)
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dayed unfil his death in 1879, painting sgns, fumiture and houses. I n addition to the finely-
finished doors, architectura .embelishment in the two front rooms includes beeded basgboards
and fireplace surrounds that exceed those of the ground floor in their detail. In the west chamber,
fine fluting omaments the two columns supporting afairly restrained mantel. The east chamber's
aurround isthe mogt stylishfinest in the house fine fluting gppears on the center pand of the
mantelpiece as well as the pilasters flanking the firebox, themsdves capped with reeded capitals.

Therooms are dmogt entirely devoid of architectural embellishment, (photo #7) At the westem
end of the hall, what was once a second-floor sorage goace providing accessto the attic has been
converted into amodem bathroom, though the room retains its original 12/12 windows.

A door a the second-floor landing provides accessto a spring-floor ballroom, which goans the
length of thewing. In addifion to rows of 6/6 windows on the south and northwalls, the roomis
lit by eighteenth century pewter candle chanddiers (possibly of French origin) suspended from
the vaulted ceiling, (photo #6) Benches line the room's perimeter and evidence of the opening for
afiddler'sgalery survives on the west wall. The chimney stack that supports the kitchen st
kettle and dining room wood gtove protrudes through the center of the room. The ballroom was
probably created between 1836-40 by raising the roof of the ca 1790s structure; the structure's
framing remains exposed aong the ballroom'swalls.

Note: At present there isno physical or documentary evidence that there was ever awell on the
current lot. Three factorsmay help explain the absence of awell:l) the clean, flowing, grave-bed
dream in the back would have been a source of water; 2) there is a spring acrossthe brook that
supplied drinking water for the house and severd others in the vicinity for decadesin the 19th
century (source is deed essaments); and 3) there isamagor cistem under the kitchen floor that
collected rainwater as it ran off theroof. In 1948, Helen Gerrett, aprevious owner of the house,
who WTCe its history, claimed that spring water was piped into akitchen trough dong the west
wall.

(end)
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for National Register listing.)

> A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important In prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Franklin. MA
County and State
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(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY
COMMERCE

Period of Significance
ca. 1740-1954

Significant Dates

Ca.1740 1790s 1827

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
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recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
__ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:

1917
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8. Statement of Significance

Old Tavem Farm_(MHC.268) possessssintegrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling and association, and meatsNational Regigter CriteriaA and C on theloca
level. Over time, as the collection of housesaong the Green River became Greenfield (1753),
and the path to Colrain becamethe gage route to Halifax, Vt., Old Tavem Farm evolved from a
gndl local ordinary to the sixteen-room,five-fireplacestructure that Sandstoday as awell-
presarved artifact of the Pogt Road era In use as atavem for more than seventy years, and
perhaps for more than one hundred, the structure is significant es alocal ordinary that sarved the
nesdsof both residents of and traveers through the Greenfield Meadows, among Greenfield's
oldest aressof sattlement. New research on tavemsin colonia culture has emphasized the
familial agpectsof such enterprises, an insight well demongrated by Old Tavem Farm, where the
founding proprietors, the Hinsdaes, were not only atavem-keeping family over severd
generaions, but were linked by marriage to other tavem-keeping households throughout the
neighborhood and the county. Moreover, the farmhouses that surround Old Tavem Farm are
among the oldest in Greenfield, and in many caees, the best preserved.  The arealis potentialy
digible for listing as aNational Register Historic District In the Upper Meadows, unlike the
ceanter of Greenfidld, early houseswith original features, like Old Tavem Farm, are often intact,
and haveretained their assodiated bams, carriage houses, and outbuildings. Thiswell-preserved
building with its large atached bam capturesthe nature and form of the rural tavem and
farmstead inwestem New England, and, initslocation a the intersection of Colrain and Green
River roads, serves as avisual anchor for the Upper Meadows neighborhood, which remains
largely mral and agricultural. As such, the property fulfills CriteriaA and C of the Nationd
Regiger of Historic Places.

Historical Narrative

The Greenfield Meadows was among the first aress settled in Greenfield, predominately by
Deerfield resdents granted homesteading rightsinthe early 18* century. Asfamilies began
congregating inthis new neighborhood, (roughly four miles north and west of Greenfield center
dong the road to Colrain) Samud Hinsdade, anong the earliest Anglo-Americansto settle in this
aeq, edablished ahome and farm, and later atavem — one of sevard associated with Hinsdae
family membersin this neighborhood. Like other tavems, the Hinsdales tavem surdly served not
smply as ahostdry for travelers, but dso, when drcumdances demanded it, as amedting place, a
courtroom, and anewsroom. The land surrounding the building was aso likely put to community
uses as James and D.B. Garvinwrote, the typical tavern's "yard doubled as amilitary training
field, gports arena, stockyard and fairgrounds.... The tavem was tmly apublic housg, its doors

opento all."
Samud Hinsdale Family
Samud Hinsdale (1708-1786) was the scion of prominent Deerfield resdent Mehuman Hmsdale,

(continued)
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said to be the first Anglo-American child to be bom inthe village of Pocumtuck, a community
that would later become known as Deerfield. Among the 111 captives taken to Canadafollowing
the 1704 raid on the village by French and Native forces, Mehuman and his wife Mary retumed to
resttle this outpost of colonial British North America. Although captured once again in 1709 (he
retumed home in 1712), Mehuman Hinsda e became one of Deerfield'sleadingfigures.By the
fime of hisdeath inMay 1736, he had acquired a significant amount of property, including four
house lots dong "the street” in Deerfield, 175 acresof meadowland, 750 acreson East Mountain,
650 a Long Hill, nearly 1,200 acresinwhat istoday Gill, and some 2,700 acresin Shdbume —
roughly 5,600 acresinall. In addition, he owned more than one-eighth of al the undivided lands
that belonged to the "Proprietors of Pocumtuck.” (Sheldon, 203).

Mehuman's son Samud was bom in April 1708, and given the same name as an earlier son killed
during the 1704 attack. In 1734 Samud married Rebecca Leonard (1713-1760) from
Northampton. The year inwhich Samud and Rebecca Leonard Hinsdale moved from Deerfield,
northward into the Greenfield Meadows is unknown, but the date of the couple's wedding, 1734,
as well as the Mehumen Hinsdal€'s desth in 1736 (Mehuman had willed this land to his son
Samud), suggest somepivotal moments in the Hinsdale family's history that may have prompted
auch adecison sometime inthe latter half of the 1730s In any event, 19"-century Deerfield
higtorian George Shddon determined that the couple was living in the Upper Meadows by the
time their second child, Samud, was bom in 1741. Greenfield historian Francis Thompson
documents a flurry of settlement in the Meadows between 1728 and 1740, and the Hinsddes were
probably among those early migrants. Samud and Rebecca would raise alarge family ontheir
farm. Their first child gppearsto have died in infancy, but their son Samud 11, bom in 1741, was
the first of seven children to follow: Rebeoca (b. 1743); Mary (b. 1746); Darius (b. 1748); Ariel
(b. 1750); Diana (b. 1752); Joseph (b. & d.1757); and Benjamin (b. & d. 1758). Rebeccadied in
the summer of 1760, a the age of forty-seven. Three yearslater, Samud remarried, and hed two
more childrenwith his sscond wife, Eunice McDowell, the widow of the Reverend Andrew
McDowell from Colrain. Eunice died inMay 1779. Samud would marry yet again, however, and
thistime his wife, Sarah (sumame unknown), would outlive him. Samud Hinsdale died
November 23, 1786. Sarah died in January 1799.

By the mid 1740s, if not earlier, Samud and Rebeccamay have been mnning atavem on the site.
In 1747 and 1748, Samud was granted an inn holder's license, and alowed to sal liquor.
(Hampshire County Court of Common Fless, Vol. 5, pp. 21, 49; Francis Thompson mentions a
license for 1746 as well, though that documentation could not be located). However, itisaso
possble that this sat of licenses were assodiated with another tavem, in Deerfield. Loca
higtorians Susan McGowan and Amelia Miller in Family and Landscape: Deerfield Homdots
from 1671 suggest that thesetwo early licensesrdate to the public housethat sood on one of the
Hinsdde family homdots in Deerfield center, on Lot 14, where Mehuman Hinsdale as well &s his
grandson John operated tavems. Which interpretation is correct is unclear. Samud's resdence in
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the Greenfield Meadows in these yearsis documented, and the distance between the two
communities makes adaily commute ssam unlikely. While Hinsdale's 1787 probeate inventory
describes his property as a"small dwelling house" even smadl gtructures such as the Wells- Thom
House in nearby Deerfield occasiondly served as public houses, and small, crude tavems were
thenorm in mral areesduring the mid to late 18* century, according to Garvin. In 1748, Samud
Hinsdd e was dected to Deerfield's sdlectboard, perhaps precisaly because he had moved to the
rapidly expanding Green River settlement to the north; historian David Conroy suggests thet
when residents of the outer precincts of Massachusetts towns sought political representation,
innkeepers were often dected as sdectmen. (Hinsdde was subsequently dected in 1753 to sarve
on the first board of selectmen in newly formed Greenfield, and remained acfivein town politics
& asdectman, treasurer, and other posifionsuntil the timeof his deeth.)

Whether or not the Hinsdale tavem was in operafion on the Upper Meadows ste inthe 1740sis,
however, less significant than the fact of the licenses themsdves, which place Hinsdde squardy
in afamily tradition of tavem keeping that would extend through his ovrachildren. From 1720-
1729, Mehuman Hinsdd e kept the first licensed tavermn (not extant) on the Deerfield Stredt.
Samud would be granted his own licenses inthe late 1740s, and Samud's nephew John Hinsdde
(Mehuman Hinsdae's grandson) was licensed in themid 1750s (Miller & McGowan, 67-68).
Samud's own sonsAriel and Samud |1 (sse below) dso embraced the family business and
would marry into another family of keepers, the Severance family. Finaly, Ariel and Samud's
0ns Samud |11 and Darius, dso had ahand in the family busness

In 1787, atavern was clearly present a the Upper Meadows site. In addition to acooper's shop
on the Hingdale lot, inventoried for the probate court a the time of Hinsdale€'s deeth in 1786, d 0
within the family complex was an ironworks (which, ora tradition suggests, may be the building
extant on the property of 18 Green River Road (MHC. 234) presently serving as a garage).
Hinsdal€'s probate inventory dso lists severd kegs, barrdls, and half-barrels, as well as acase of
bottles and an assortment of other sundry botdes. Beginning in thet same year, 1787, and
continuing to 1796, Samud's son Ariel Hinsdde sought and received tavem licenses, one of a
handful of licensed innkegpers in the Town of Greenfield.

In 1771, Samud had sgned a dead transferring this property to his sons Samud || and Ariel, both
bachdors a the time, but the gesture may have deared the way for the men to marry: Samud
married Mary Stebbins the following year, and Ariel wed Thankful Severancein 1774. Ariel's
marriage allied the Hinsdales with other tavem-owning families, the Severance, Allen and Wells
families. Josgph Severance was aloca tavemer whose wife and three Ssters each heeded tavem-
keeping families. Josgph'swife, Mercy Allen, wes the daughter of Amos Allen, who moved to
the Greenfiddd Meadows in 1766, and received atavem license for severd years. Mercy ad
Joseph Severance later kept the Wells Tavem, dso in the Upper Meadows. In 1747, Ebenezer
Weéllsbuilt the house presently a 638 Colrain Road (MHC.263); acaptain in the militiaand

(continued)
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polifical leeder, Wellsand hiswife kept an inn there. Ebenezer Wells remained here until his
deeth in 1787. About 1780, Ebenezer Wells . built ahome inthe Upper Meadows
approximatey a quarter-mile south of the Hinsdale property, which still gandsa 758 Colrain
Road (MHC.266). A sdectman, assessor and town clerk, Wells heped to lay out the Upper
Meadows Cemetery and meeting house, though he and his family are perhgps best remembered
for their roles in Shays Rebellion. Ebenezer's son, Reuban, was serving &s the town tax collector
during this period and refused to send the town's taxes to the Commonwesdlth. After violence
broke out in Hampshire County, the Wells Tavem provided the ste & which loca insurgents
gavether oaths of dlegiance. Wells passed the tavem to sons Reuban and Elishain 1795. Elisha
married Tirzah Severance (b. 1764), while Reuban married Tirzah's Sster Experience (b. 1756).
With the marriages of three Severance sgtersto men in the Wells and Hinsdde families. Old
Tavem Farm became located firmly within anetwork of loca tavems and tavem-keeping families
who sarved households and travelers acrossthe Greenfield Meadows.

During these heady yearsof revolution and nation-building, the Hinsdde tavem was surdly a
hotbed of palitical conversation. In 1774, Samud Hinsdde served as add egate to Massachusetts
first provincia congress. A year later, according to Greenfield historian David Willard, Hinsdae
led a group of Greenfield patriots whotried to physically obstmct guest Deerfield Rev. Jonathan
Ashley's pogt-lunch re-entry into Greenfield's First Congregafiona Church because of his

. outspoken Tory stance. Innkeeper Ariel Hinsdale was an ardent patriot as well, serving with
Captain Agrippa Wells' company of Minutemen a the Battle of Lexington. Moreover, when
Samud Hinsdale's estate was inventoried in Febmary of 1787, assessorsfound in hislibrary the
Independent Whig, Senecas Morals, and Locke on Government. Some forty pamphlets were dso
present, lending credence to historian Conroy's chsarvations about the role of tavems as
disseminafion points for local and regiona news, as Conroy suggests pamphlets were widdly
present intavems, where they could circulate anong, and attract, customers interested in the
latest political developments.

The lagt quarter of the 18* century and first half of the 19* were prosperous yearsfor Greenfield,
and for resdents of the Greenfield Meadows. Between 1776 and 1790, Greenfield's population
doubled, reaching nearly 1,500 by the year the first Federd censuswaes taken. The Wells,
Hinsdale, and Thayer tavems served the trade generated by country business adong the post road
to Bennington, Vermont, an important travel route that ran through Shelbume and Coalrain,
Massachusetts, and then on to Bennington via Jacksonville and Wilmington. Old Tavem Farm
good a the fork of the road; as the post road traveled dong the south side of the house, another
road traveled along the et to Leyden and beyond into southem Vermont. Asthe neighborhood
flourished, =0 didthe Hinsdale family. Samud Hinsdde |l married Belchertown's Mary Stebbins
(ahigh chest that belonged to her wedding outfit istoday in the collecfion of the Pocumtuck
Valey Memorial Associafion). Ariel and Thankful Severance Hinsdale's daughter Rebecca
married Thomas Smead, who inthe 1790s erected ahome across the road to the eadt, & 11 Green
River Road (MHC.269). Smead, who served as asdectman from 1811 through 1819, wesa
tanner and shoameker, operating from a shop (not extant) next to Henry Ewers' blacksmith shop.
(continued)
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Parhgpsin regponse to these devd opments in the family and in the neighborhood, sometime
during the last decade of the 18* century or shortly thereafter the Hinsdae property saw some
new constmction. The nature of this congtruction is unknown, but the account book of Nash
Mills, kept between 1794 and 1812, contains severd references to the Hinsdales purchase of
lumber, bricks, gone and millwork, as well as charges for trangporting these materids to the
Hinsdd e properties, between 1794 and 1806. InApril 1806 1350'of lumber was charged to
Samud Hinsdde.

Asthe Upper Meadows neighborhood thrived, Hinsdal€'s tavemnflouri shed. Sometime during
these years, the Hinsdale family added acider mill and digtillery to the family operation. In 1798,
Ariel sold half hisfarmto his son, Darius Hinsdde (1776-1832), who operated adigtillery (not
extant) on the property acrossthe road from Old Tavem Farm (presently the site of 808 Colrain
Road (MHC. 232), one of the gpproximately 65 disfilleriesthat historian Franklin Bonney
edimated were present in Hampshire County about 1810. Barrels of hard cider fromthe
ditillery were rolled into the basameant of the Old Tavem Farm on skids that are still present in
the housg's cellar. Tax assessmentsindicate that the ditillery thrived into the 1830s

Ancther round of constmction gppearsto have occurred between 1826 and 1828, when the
assesd v ue of the house dropped from $100 to $50, and then jumped dramatically to $1450,
suggedting significant improvements to the structure. Given the nature of the interior detail of the
main block of the present structure, it ssemslikely that thejump inthe property's valuation
reflects the construction of this two-story addition to the existing structure. Striking inthisregard
ae the saveard grain-painted doorways on the second floor of the new structure, as well as the
shdlow hearths and the style of the window and doorway trim and fireplace surrounds, all of
which reflects prevailing style in mral westem Massachusetts of the 1820s. Though the Federd-
syle exterior ssamsdightly behind the timesin terms of its architectural embdlishment, historian
J. Ritchie Garrison has obsarved acertain conservafism among Franklin County residents that
dlowed the neoclassicd  gtyle (reflected here mogt strongly inthe fanlight and triangular
pediment topping the center entrance) to remain in favor into the 1860s

However, the Hinsdd e era in Greenfield would begin to come to adose with the death of Ariel
Hinsdde in 1828. Ariel, then living inthe house acrossthe dreet fitom Old Tavem Farm, a 808
Colrain Road (MHC.232), had bequegthed the mgjority of his property to his son Darius, but just
four yearslater, in 1832, Darius died as well. Though his widow. Electa Graves Hinsdde, was
permitted to remain in the home, the property passed to Samud Hinsdde I1l. Aninventory taken
a thefimeindicates that the property held abam, com house, cider mill and distillery (containing
nearly thirty barrds of cider and cider brandy). Among the goods et to auction were two stills,
worms and tubs, 19 cider cistems, and more than thirty hogsheaeds and barrds; much of this
materia, including the two stillsand 19 cistems, were repurchased during the aucfion by Samud
Hinsdade, suggesfing that he retained an interest in maintaining the distillery beyond thisdate. In
1847, Samud Hingdale |11 was granted atavem license inthe town of Montague, suggesting that
the Hinsdde family tradition had not faded, but had merely migrated to anew community.
(continued)



NPS Forni 10-900-. " OUB Appro,.!  No. 1<124-00ta

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Old Tavern Farm
Section number [ Page N— Greenfield (Franklin), MA

Thayer and Ewers Families

In 1836, Samud Hinsdale |11 sold the Greenfield property to Charlemont innkeeper Ebenezer
Thayer, who with hiswife Phebe had previoudy operated the present-day Charlemont Inn (107
Main Street, Charlemont MHC.29), which they soldin order to purchase the Greenfield concem.
Thayer's decision to leave Charlemont was probably reated to the fact that it was one of the
earliest temperance towns in Franklin County, and sdectmen there denied him the right to sdll
liquor in 1832 and 1833. Franklin County Commissioners records show that Thayer gppeded the
sdectmen’'s mling to the county board and lost. In 1840, Ebenezer transferred the property to his
son Hollister, whose tavem sign is still present a the site. Hollister Thayer received inn holder's
licenses each year from 1841 to 1845, dthough his license inthat year withheld the authority to
sl intoxicafing liguors. Thayer received asimilar license in 1847; perhgpsit is no coincidence
that in 1849, Hollister sold the property to histwin brothers, Edwin and Edward Thayer.

Pahapsit was the Thayer families experience in Charlemont, and their observations regarding
opportunities in Greenfield's Upper Meadow, that encouraged them to "improve" the Hinsdde
dand in particular ways. It seams likely that it was during the Thayer family'stenure, and
particularly the years between the transfer of fide and the granting of the first license (1836-1841)
that the house underwent a drameatic transformation, with the addition of a second-floor ballroom
over the house's 18*-century secfion, aporch, and possibly the st kettle and gravity-fed cistem

a well. No tavermn present in the Upper Meadows during this period contained aballroom, o
perhaps Thayer obsarved the increesing gagetraffic through this area s well as the growing
population and decided to meke such an addifion to his newly acquired property. Thayer may dso
have been ingpired by the ballroom of his former Charlemont compefitor, Joel Hall (whose Hall
Tavemn (MHC. 14) moved from Charlemont to Historic Deerfield in 1949); the vaulted ceiling and
benches of Old Tavem Farm's ballroom is strikingly similar to that of the Hall Tavem. Thayer
may a0 haveingalled the st kettle (a convenience that began to gopear in New Y ork buildings
before the tum of the 19* century, but was not widdly ingtaled unfil ca 1840), although such an
improvement would have been period-appropriate for Hinsdale's 1827 addifion as well. Finally,
oral tradition passed down aong through property owners records further bolsters activity in the
Thayer areq, for they indicate that the sones comprising the terrace surrounding the housewere
brought from the Charlemont quarry by Thayer.

In 1851, the Thayer brothers sold the property to blacksmith and fanner H.A. Ewers (b. 1803).
Ewers had previoudy purchased aportion of the original Hinsdale property; his home and shop
good adjacent to the north, a what istoday 18 Green River Road (MHC.270). Ewers and wife
Saly operated the tavem for about seven years. Though few references to specific eventsin the
tavem survive, atantalizing glimpse from this period is contained inthe "History of The First
Church (Congregationd) Greenfield, Massachusetts™ Originally the 'North Parish' of Deerfield,
in 1831 the church moved from its location on Trap Plain (adjacent to what istoday called Four

(continued)
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Comers, a the intersection of Federd and Silver sreatsin Greenfield center) to anew ste a
Nadh'sMills inthe Greenfield Meadows, where it would remain until 1962. In 1911, church
historian Albert Wing recaled that "socid activity" among congregantsinthe 19* century "took
the form of theatrical entertainment given inthe dancehall of the old Ewers Tavem." Parish
membearswere treated, Wing recalled, to the performance of plays as well as "recitafions’ by «
members of the church and the neighborhood.

Ewers sold the property to William Nims, who quickly transferred it to Elijah Worthington Smith
and brother Lathrop. Elijah Smith brought his new wife, Meinda Plumb, to the site in 1859,
where the couple raised their children: Alice, Charles, Nellie, Lula, and Catherine. It was & this
time that the "old tavem™ was largely transformed into smply the "farm" though they
occasiondly opened their home to teemaersen route through the Upper Meadows, the young
couple decided to dose the public house @bout 1860. Possible reesonsfor this decison ae
multiple. The arrival of the Connecticut River Railroad in 1846 promoted strong commercid
growth a the center of town, drawing attention awayfi-omthe meadow lanes. Asthe mode of
travel in Massachusetts and dsawhere changed from sageto sted rail, travelers were directed
awvay from Ewers Tavem, as well as six other tavemswithin amile radius of Ewers stand.

At the same time, the "temperance panic” that svept westem Massachusattsin the 1850s surdly
dtered attitudes to the local ordinary, rendering it far lessdesirable to be the proprietors of a
neighborhood drinking establishment. Itispossble that the closing of the tavem in 1860 wasin
some way a consaquence of this event. Temperance activity had been gaining strength in Franklin
County snce a least 1814, when Gamdid Olds addressed a gathering of people in the Greenfield
courthouse inorder to form a"Society for the Suppresson of Intemperance” In 1829, anew
society was formed, the Temperance Society for Franklin County, an auxiliary to the American
Temperance Society. Their minutes record efforts to track the sdes of spirituous liquors in
Franklin County towns; in 1831, they reported that "retail trade in ardent spirits' had declined by
75%. The temperance cause was renewed once again in March 1857, with the formation of the
"Franklin County Total Abstinence Society,” recondtituted a the end of the year as the "Franklin
County Temperance Society," organized in Greenfield's Seoond Congregational Church. Inthe
1850s, these seads bore violent fruit when "vigilance committees' began to conduct house-by-
house searches, seizing private sores of acohol when possible. Perhgps the unusualy vimlent
temperance climate of the 1850s, then, discouraged any interest the Smiths may havehad in
continuing to operate alocal drinking establishment of any kind.

Elijah Worthingtonand MelindaPlumb Smith Family

As commercid activity grew ever more concentrated in Greenfield center, agriculture continued
to be the primary activity dong Colrain Road in the Upper Meadows and along Bemardston Road
as well, where dairy farming and tobacco growing became popular. When the Smiths, for

(continued)



NPSFoonlO.900-* OMB  AppnniNo.|024-001t

United States Departmeant o the Interior

Nationd Pak Savice

National Regder o Hidoric Places
Continuation Shet

Old Tavern Farm

Stionnumba . S Page—2 Geafidd (Franklin), MA

whatever reason(s), abandoned tavem keeping, they enlarged the property's agricultural potential.
Ord tradition records that they raised the large bam that gandswest of the housein 1865
(workmen are said to have leamed of the degth of Lincoln while building the new bam).
However, itis possble that the large bam that ands perpendicular to the road predatesthat
event, and that the constmction recaled here was an addition to that areedy-present bam and/or
the congtrucfion of the carriage sheds Flynt hes observed that the construction of the bam'sroof
isidentica to that over the ca 1827 secfion, gpparently dtered a the fime of the ca 183641
balroom addition, suggesfing that the bam, too, datesto the ca. 1836-41 period. A clapboard
patch visible on the west exterior wall of the ballroom shows where the recessedfiddl er'sbox
was removed to make room for the shed roof, 0 the ballroom predated the sheds, which were
likely built a the same timethe back el containing the woodshed and privy was congtructed. This
constmction, as well as the bam lean-to, could have occurred & the time of Lincoln's 1865
assassination, during the early years of Smith ownership.

In 1870, the Massachusatts agricultural cenausrecords that on some 160 acres of improved land,
Elijah and Melinda Smith raised com, oats, rye, and wheet. Like many of their neighbors in the
Upper Meadows and dsewhere inthe Connecticut Valey, the Smiths responded to increased
compstition fromwestemn farmersby cultivating specidty crops, they embraced tobacco farming,
producing 1,600 pounds of tobacco. |n that same year, livestock on the farm included two two-
year-old horses, three yearlings, two oxen, five cows, more than two dozen sheep, and saverd
swine. Mdinda Smith aso oversaw athriving dairy; some 1000 pounds of butter were produced
in 1870. Ten yearslater, the farm was much the same, though the Smiths had shifted their
emphads slighfiy; their property no longer included atobacco bam, and the number of cows hed
increased to thirteen. The dairy producfion increased by 50%, and the couple had begun
producing cheeseas well. They ds0 kept somethirty chickens, which produced 150 dozen eggs
in 1880. The Massachusetts agricultural censusfor 1890 doesnot survive, but Greenfield tax
records for that year suggest that the farm operation had shrunken dightly; livestock included
four two-year-old horses, ayearling, eight cows, 3 swine (400 "), and thirty-five shegp; Smith's
property a thistime comprised thirty acresof mowing and tillage on Colrain Road, as well as
eight acres of tillage, ten acresof pasture, and four unimproved acres.

Smith's family would remain a Old Tavem Farm for some 140 years. In 1892, Elijah
Worthington and Melinda Plumb Smith sold the property to their daughter, Alice M. Smith
Garrett, (whose hushand, Frank Garrett, was for many years Greenfield'stown assessor, as well
& Hectman and representative to the state condtitutional convention), for one dollar and her
promise to maintain her elderly parentsin comfort for the remainder of their lives. Under the
curation of the Garrets, the house underwent some renovation, including the addition of the
Colonid Reviva comer cupboard inthe dining room, and the remova of wainscofing and
replacement of windows inthe west parlor as well as the addition of indoor plumbing. The

(continued)



MPSFonnlOW* OMB  Appro,,!No. 102*.00ia

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Old Tavern Farm
Section number A Page 2 Greenfidd (Franklin), MA

property subsequently passaed to Alice and Frank-s daughter Helen Garret, and then to Helen's
cousin Lucius Nims (b. 1914). During the 1950s the full-width front porch was removed
following storm damage. In 1997, "Lute" Nims sold the Farm to the present owners, Gary ad
Joanne Sanderson, who haverevived the property's function as a haven for travelers; they
continue to welcome visitors to the house, which operatesas a Bed and Breakfagt-styleinn.

(end)
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
IVlanagement and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. Geographical Information
Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning a an iron pin on the northeest hne of Colrain Road a land now or formerly of Francis
H. Bamer, . ux., and running thence 19° 35 feet E 111. 93 feet dong land now or formerly of
sad Bamer, €. ux. to an iron pin; thence north 11° 37' 30" E. 55.95 ' dong land now or formerly
of s Bamer, et. ux. to aniron pin; thence continuing N. 11° 37" 30 E about 32.0' dong land now
or formerly of sd Barber, et ux to the center line of Hinsdale Brook, thence southeesterly down
the centerline of Hinsda e Brook to land now or formerly of John R. Anderson, et. ux., thence
eaderly dong land of sd Anderson, et. ux., about 161.89' to an iron pin on the wes line of Green
River Road; thence southerly dong Green River Road to Colrain Road, thence northwesterly
aong Colrain Road to the place of beginning.

Boundary Justification
The boundary includes the house, attached bam, and grounds encircled by the property lines

detailed above, encompassing a 103 acre lot shown on the Greenfield Assessor's Map R34, lot
59.

(end)



MPSFocmIOMKXMI

OMB Appro,,! No. 1024"18

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number

Old Tavern Farm
photo Page i Greenfield (Franklin), MA

Photolist
All negatives are in the possession of Gary Sanderson, owner of the property.
Photostaken by Maria Miller (1994) and Paul Frary (2004).

Old Tavem Farm, standing & the southem tip of the property, facing north

N

Old Tavem Farm, main block, south eevation, & intersection of Colrain and Green River
roads

Old Tavem Farm strestscepe, south evation, showing connected buildings. View taken
from the southem tip of the property, facing north.

Front of house with wings, sheds ad bam. Facing NW

Bam and carriage sheds, facing N

Taproom, looking E, from vicinity of bar

French, 18* century ballroom chanddlier

Second floor ballroom, spring floor, vaulted ceiling, fiddle box, facingN

Kitchen

Kitchen cistem

Interior, post and beam bam, looking N

. Bam interior, looking W from hayloft
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The Commonwedlth of Massachusatts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January 18, 2005

Ms. Caral Shuil

Nationa Regiger of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor [
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shuil:
Endosed pleese find the following nomination form:

Old Tavem Farm, Greenfield, (Franklin), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity

to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy rrieonerg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

(0 01 MaiaMiller, consuitant
Gay Sandason, Old Tavem Fam
Chridine Forgey, Mayor, City of Greenfidd
Peter Miller, Greenfidd Historicad Commisson
Roxann Wedegartner, Greenfidd Rlanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



