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1. Name

historic Trinity Episcopal Church - = - : Sl e EIRTI) S

and/or common Trinity Episcopal Church

2. Location

street & number 300 South Fifth Street ' ' N/A not for publication’
oity, town " Afchison o o N/K viewwyet- " . o
‘ . ‘ o ‘ : : B | . . ’>- T Ak b s , w.r. o
state Kansas code 20 ~ county Atchison b _ code 005
3. CIassmcatlon |
Category Ownershlp o Stétus . R ' , _ Present Use - o
—__district ____public i ... X occupied . _ — agriculture ‘ — museum
X__ building(s) __X private N - ____unoccupied - ____commercial ___park 7
— structure —_both - work in progress - ____educational . =~ ___ private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible . — entertainment —X_ religious
—__ object - ___inprocess © ____yes: restricted —__government . ___ scientific'
’ ' — being conmdered X __yes: unrestrlcted - |ndustrial Lo _transportatlon
N/A . —_no —_military " o othefs
4 Ownel' Of Property . icS e Bull ¢ SO T e SO S Ve SN S RS - 1

R T e S

nhame The Trlnlty Eplscopal Church of Atchison, KS (a corporatlon)

street & number 300 South Fifth Street |

city, town Atchison : N/_AVicinity of ' ' state Kansas 66002

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. =~ Repoister of Deeds

~ street & number  Atchison County Courthouse

city, town Atchison : state KS 66002

6. Representatlon in Exnstmg Surveys

titlte Kansas Historic Resources Survey has this property been determmed eligible? ___yes X _no

date 1969 ' , ____federal xX__state ___ county __ local

depository for survey "?CO'dS Kansas State Historical Society, 120 West Tenth

city,town  Topeka ‘ ' v ) state KS 66612




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent . — deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site
—__good —__ruins ~X_ altered © ____moved date
___fair ___unexposed (slightly)

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Trinity Episcopal Church is located at the southeast corner of Fifth and Utah (U.S. 59) ih
Atchison, about two blocks south of the central business district. It faces north toward
Utah Street, which is the main east-west artery through Atchison. :

The church was designed in the Early English Gothic style and was built of coursed limestone
rubble. It is rectangular in plan, about 45 by 75 feet, with a projeecting wvestibule on the
north end and a polygonal apse on the south. (A Wlng of the Parish Hall abuts the south

end of the church and wraps around the apse, but it is not a part of the nominated building.)
The church has parapet gables and a multicolored, patterned slate roof. There is no tower

or steeple. Instead, an open bellcote (which never contalned a bell) rises from the peak

of the north gable.

The projecting vestibule is located in the center of the north facade. The double-doors
were installed in 1961. Theyawere carved by Joe Thasz, a Hungarian native who came to the
United States in 1950. Above the vestibule is a pair of lancet windows surmounted by a
small circular window. Two other lancet windows flank the vestibule, and two small ones
are placed in the sides of the vestibule itself. The east and west walls once had seven
lancet windows each, but the southernmost window on either side has been filled in. All
the windows have stained glass. Most are memorial windows which have been installed
through the years to.commemorate members of the congregation.. The walls are supported by
steppedﬁbuttresses with diagonal buttresses at the corners. :

The interior con51sts of a rectangular nave with a raised chancel at the south end. Beyond
. this is the apse, containing an altar of white Italian Carrara marble, which was installed
in 1911. The rafters and pews are walhut and are original to the bulldlng, as are most

of the chancel furnishings, although the pulpit and lectern are more recent. The only
major change to the 1nter10r has been’ the removal of the stenc111ng which once adorned

the walls.



8. Significance

Period - Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—__prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning. ___ landscape architecture_X_ religion
—_1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic = ___ conservation — law . science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture - —__economics ___literature ___ sculpture
__1600-1699 _X__ architecture ___ education —— military —_social/
—_1700-1799 ____art .____engineering - music : " humanitarian
X __1800-1899 ___ commerce R exploratlon/settlement —_ philosophy —_theater
____1900- . communications . — industry - politics/government ___ transportation
- o ____invention , - " ____ other (specify)
Specific dates  1866-68 Builder/Architect James C. Sidney of Philadelphia, PA

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

. St LTy (I S T D :
Trinity Episcopal Church is significant both for its architecture and for its place in the
history of the City of Atchison. "It is one of the two finest and most intact examples of
mid—nineteenth century English Gothic religious architecture in Kansas. (The other is
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Leavenworth. Other early churches in the English Gothic
tradition in Kansas are either simpler or less intact.) Begun in 1866 and completed in
1868, it was designed,- accordlng to the vestry records, by "Mr. Sidney of Philadelphia.”
 This was evidently. James C.  Sidney, an architect who practiced' in Philadelphia in the 1860s
and 70s, and who is known to have designed at- least one other Episcopal Church.

The design of Trinity Church is ‘believed to‘be based closely on that of Calvary Episcopal
Church in Stonington, Comnecticut, which was designed by Ri’c.hard Upjohn and: erected in 1848.

The congregatlon had its beginning in 1857, shortly after the foundlng of Atchlson 1n 1854
the year Kansas was opened for settlement.‘ :

Among the early citizens of Atchlson who belonged to Trlnlty Church was Alfred G Otis,
grandfather of flier Amelia Farhart. Otis was a vestryman at the time the church was built
and participated in the selection of a huilder. His daughter Amy was married- to ;
Edwin S. Earhart in Trinity Church in 1895, and’ thelr daughter Amelia Earhart, was baptlzed
there in 1897. ... .. .| - : g a

Another prominent early member of Trinity Church was John J Ingalls, who served as a
United States Senator from 1873 to 1891.. ‘

The rector of Trlnlty Church at the time this building was plarmed was the Rt Re Thomas
H. Vail, who was serving at. the same time as the. flrst Episcopal: Blshop of Kansa i

Trinity Episcopal Church continues today to. serve its congregatlon as a house of Worshlp
as it has for well over a century. ; ‘

THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE AND IS SUBJECT TO AMENDMENT,

RISl §a.



9. Major Bibliographical References

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ LESS THAN ONE ACRE , s
Quadrangle name _Atchison Fast. KS : Quadrangle scale _1:24,000

UTM References

Alis] l3lislojoiol 413180174810 ol BT N R R O AW G EN R e

Zone Easting ‘Northing Zone . Easting Northing
! IILLI-’II\ |',>f D|__|_||| 1 || | \llLlY
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Verbal boundary description and justification The ground occupled by the chureh 1tselﬁ and between
it and the adjacent streets on Lots 6 and 7; Block 27, 01d Atchison. (The nomination does
not include the Parish Hall. DA s

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state  code county a ‘ code

state code county - . - - . code

11. Form Prepared By

name/tltle Rlchard J. Cawthon

organization Kansas State Historical Society k date February 21, ‘1985
street & number 170 West Tenth o . telephone ,(913) 296-3251
cityortown roncoka state KS 66612 .

12. State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Offlcer Ceftlflcatlon

- The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national _X __state ___ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th ahonal Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature , 41/

date popruary 22, 1985

title . i L ~ 1igtorical Societ
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Ingalls, Sheffield. - History of Atchison County. Standard Publishing Company,
Lawrence, KS, 1916.

‘White, The Rev. Francis S. The Story of a Kansas Parish. Atchison, KS: Burbank's, 1911.
Atchison City Directories, 1859, 1865, 1870-71.
Letters from Miner Myers, Jr., Connecticut College, 1973.

Memories of an early parishibner, Lucy V.H. Ingalls, in a paper written in the 1950s.

Taylor, Blanche Mercer. Plenteous Harvest, The Episcopal Church in Kansas, 1837-1972.
Topeka: Josten's, 1973. _ ~

The First 100 Years, The Diocese of Kansas, The Allen Press, Lawrence, KS, 1959.

This nomination was prepared from materials submitted by Mr. W. Richard Mize,
710 North Third Street, Atchison, KS 66002,



