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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Paul's Ep1scopa] Church is cruciform in plan, 65' long from the high altar
to the baptistry in the narthex, 33' wide at the tran§§ept It is somewhat
eclectic, combining Shingle Style and Gothic elements expressed through several
different types of materials. The exterior is brick below window level, with
narrow clapboarding above up to the imposts of the lancet windows, and shingling
from this point to the eaves. The roofscape is rather busy: the main roof is a
high-pitched gable with small triangular dormers; the transgépts are hipped-
roofed, with small hipped-roof dormers. The gable roof of the narthex is at
right angles to the main roof ridge, and has a hipped roof over the central

bay containing-the baptistry. ‘Trdcery windows in the nave and tranﬁgépts are
lancet; elsewhere the trefoil is found, along with a large recessed rose window
at the back of the nave, and a tryptich window over the main altar. Entrances
(at NW,SW, and SE corners) employ the pointed arch, and are recessed beneath
bargeboard1ng with the same arch. Shingling is found again on the main gable
ends and on the squat, square central tower. The tower has corner pinnacles
and a high-peaked roof ending in a finial. Finials also sprout from most of
the roof and dormer peaks.

Exterior changes have been minimal. Wooden steps to the main entrance are now
concrete with handrails. Exterior clapboarding, once a muted shade, is now
white, and the wooden doors are painted dark brown. Some detailing on the
tower has been removed.

The sanctuary has a hammerbeam ceiling of oak, plaster walls, and wainscoting.
The pointed arch is used at all openings.

The basement of the church was dug in 1950.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Paul's Episcopal Church is an example of the work of Des Moines.architects. ..
W.R. Proudfoot and G.W. Bird. It is a rather late expression of religious
architecture in the Shingle idiom, incorporating archaeologizing detail from

the English medieval. The small scale of the building is appropriate for

a small town, yet detail is not in any way sacrificed. Of particular interest
is the division of the exterior into horizontal zones of various materials
(brick, clapboard, shingling). The tower, which is suggestively Richardsonian,
is out of scale with the rest of the church: it is a rather "weighty" feature,
in contrast to the overall effect of lightness and delicacy.

The Episcopal Church in Harlan was organized in 1881, but regular services

were not established until 1896. From that year until the opening of this
church in 1900, services were held in a rented room on the east side of Harlan's
courthouse square.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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