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1. Name
higoric Haffenreffer Brewery
andlar common Haffenreffer Brewery
2. Location
dreg & numbe Germania Street not for publication
dty,ton Boston (Jamaica Plain) *J/" vidnity o congressional digrict 9
date M assachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum

> building(s) private unoccupied A commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object IT/nin process yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted . industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
nane Cl ark Moving Conpany
dregt & numbe 29 Germania Street
city, town Boston vicinity of state MA 02130
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffol k County Registry of Deeds
dregt & numbe Pemberton Square
city, town Boston state M ass,
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets of
title The Commonwealth of M ass. has this proparty bean daerminaed degible? yes _X-no
dae June 1979 federal state county local
depogtary for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission
Boston M ass.

city, town state



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site WA
good ruins X altered moved date v
X fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Haffenreffer Brewery i s an intact exanple of 19th and 20th century industrial architec-
ture. Located in Janaica Plain between two najor commercial streets, Vdshington and
Centre, it is surrounded a dense residential urban nei ghborhood. Those streets which !
rovide direct access to the site are Porter to the northeast, Brookside ad Garnania to
he southeast, Merriamto the southwest and Anory to the northwest. Sonybrook traverses |
the site to the northwest; the brook has been ina culvert since the |ate 1870's when it |
becane part of the drainage systemfor the eneral d necklace designed hy Frederick Law
Onsted. St on an entan behind the brook, a railroad had always been accessible to
the brewery. This historic associationwill be continued with the new ange Li ne,

Anirak Line, and station which are planned along the original railroad site.

The conpl ex' s bui | di ngs were constructed between 1877 and the 1960s, a Egrlod during

which they functioned as a brewery under the nene of Boylston and then Haffenreffer. /s
the brewery operations expanded and changed, buil di ngs were added both horizontally and
vert|ca!|¥] to create a conpl ex of sixteen buildings. The central open paved quandrangl e,
onto which nost of the buildingsface, wvas forned by the intersection of Bsnark and
Grnania Streets. By 1946, wen the brev\ery reached its peak operation activities,
neither the 5-acre site nor its surrounding area could acconmodate any nore najor buil dings.

As the buildingsvary inconstructiondates, so do they inarchitectural detailin(];. Nost
of the buildingsdisplay formand details reflective of the Oassical Revival style,
al though evi dence of other styles exist too.

The buildingsare abelled al phabetically and described in counterclockw se order.

BJLONSA constructed before 1890, isa large hip-roofed brick structure croaned witha
cupol a, rectangular inplan, ad Zh stories high. Te 2-story eastern facade, facing
Grnania Street, displays synmetrical openings. The six wndows on the 2nd story have

ranite lintels, above which are sem circul ar arches fram\r;\%_a projecting brick pattern.

e | g['(?e center opening is accented g an arch and gabl e which extends above the cornice
line and holds an industrial hoist. Qver the arch is a decorative brick-patterned panel.
The wndowlslon the ground floor are paired, each inthe formof a tall narrowarchwth
granite sill.

The rear facade, facing MerriamStreet, is Zh stories high dee toa land drop. Its
bri ck-arched w ndow openings are synmetrically arranged on each story.

Alterations: BuildingBws added to the northwest end of the building. O the front
facade of BuildingA a large multipane wndow has replaced several of the original
openings on the first level. The original center opening on this level has been enlarged
and topped with a new concrete lintel and row of brickwork.

BJLONSB isa 27" high brick addition to BuildingA which exi sted?/ 18%0.  The roof
line of BuildingA intersects the gable of the addition. The brick decoration under the
overhang wes influenced by the brick on Building As gable.
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Alterations: The first level of the Gernania Street facade i s conpl ete_Ié/obscured by a
brick connector building. The ground floor openings on the northwest side are obscured
by the addition of wooden garages.

BJLONSCisasnall brick building on the corner of Bsmark and Gernania which was
built in 1830 b{ Janes MMrrowto serve as the brewnaster's house. Originallya

Si n?I e-story octagonal building, its shape was drastically modified into a two-stor
rectangul ar” plan. ~ Its upper level wndows are recessed into a slate shingled nansar

roof. "Each tirst floor wndow topped with a relieving arch of decorative prol]ectlng
bricks, has agranite sill supported by brick corbels.” Te corner of the north and

west el evations has a 2-level projecting bay which faces the courtyard.

Besides the early alteration of plan and height, anew large multipane wndow i s con
tained i nthe east facade. '

BULDNSDisabrick 2-story structure on the conpl ex's northwest corner which ves
built in 1880 by Janes MMrrowto serve as the boiler house. [Its northwest el evation
Is angled to neet an adjacent building tothe west. This facade i s narked by seven
irregularly spaced rectangul ar wndows on the second stor?/, beneath which runs abrick
string course. The flat slate ?m_:h roof supports an early vertical addition designed
by Qeredon, Varney and Pike. 1t isarectangular 2-story boiler roomwth large
rectangul ar wndows high-1ighted by brick pilasters on thé north and southwest walls.

BJLDNS DI, constructed inthe late 1880s, i s a S's-story brick and wood buil ding

encl osed by a shed roof. The west elevation's top level "has six metal-cladhalf-

| ouvered openings. The south facade's top |evel two wndows flanked by | ouvered

openings. Its second story level isnarked with four rectangul ar w ndow openings.
rizontal concrete beans Span the facade above and bel ow each |evel of openings.

Al wood frane sections were danaged by fire. Al openings on the ground |evel surface
have been bricked-in or boarded up. An original opening on the Bsmark Street facade
is indicated by a large granite sill.

SVBESIATS  of yel | owbrick, enhanced at its apex with a decorative brick geonetric
pattern inaconfrasti n? col or, descends to an octagonal red brick base. I{ joins a 2-
story (20" high) wood structure.

BULDNGD®, a3-storybrick infill building between buildings Dand E is enclosed by
a flat roof on which is set nechanical equipnent. Atop level with three rectangul ar
wndows vas an early addition onto the original single [evel structure. [Its original
brick patterned cornice area i svisihle onthe present Bsmark Street facade. ree
rectangul ar openings nark the facade of the first level. Each opening i s topped with a
brick relieving arch which forns acontinous |ine across the facade.
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Alterations: All openings onthe Bsnark Street side have been boarded up.

BJLONSEs front portion, designed by MMV FtzSmmons and built in 1877 by Janes
MM rowand Frederick Riedell, is4stories high andenclosed by aflat tin roof.
Corbel | ed brick work decorates the cornice area. This Bsmark Street facade contains 3
redqul arl'y spaced rectangul ar w ndow openings on the 4th level, 2 square ones on the
3rd, 21long rectan%ul ar ones on the 2nd, and a doorway set inthe far right on the
round |evel. Each opening is capped by a brick relieving arch. FtzSmmons al so
I\g(s;c%ger:]d the 2-story wndow ess brick rear addition which was built in 1877 by Mchael

Alterations tothe Bsnark Street facade: bricked-in second and third stor}/WndQV\s,
ground |evel openings renoved and the wall surface bricked-in, and one 4th tloor w ndow
opening elongated sothat it intersects the cornice corbelling.

BIJLONS FAD Gare twosinlar buildings which were built by MMrrowand Redell in
1877 to serve as the ice houses. Buildi n% Fs architect is knom to be MWV R tzS nmons,
The 3-story brick gable buildings are rectangular inplan. Both have slate pitch

roofs; F has four cupolas whereas Ghas only one.

S};mretrl cally arranged openings nark the front Bsnark Street facades. |In each gabl e,
there isalarge center opening flanked by twosmaller ones. Building Fs rectangul ar
center opening with a segnental relieving arch, i sflanked by two oculi. Building Gs
center openi n%nv&th semcircular arch, isflanked by rectangul ar ones with segnental
arches. The | evel openi n?s on Building Gare twotall segnental arched ones
flanking twoshorter ones. Its ground floor contains two pairs of segmental |y arched
w ndows flanking the central entrance. Building Fs facade also displays evidence of
symetrically arranged openings; its ground floor entrance i s flanked by two snall

W ndow openi ngs.

Alterations: The center openings on the ground and second |evel have been expanded.
Qiginal openings have been bricked-in. rear ground level facades were altered by
the "additions of alater 2-storyextensionto Building F, anda 2-story brick building,
now conpl etel y encl osed, to Gin 1830. Mdern advertising signs are posted on the
front facades of both Fand G

BULONGHi s a2)5story flat roofed brick building. Its cornice area i s decorated
with asingle projecting brick course. The Bsnark Street facade contains 3 regularly-
spaced brick arched w ndow openings on the upper |evel, and one large center arched
opening on the second |evel.

Alterations: All original openings have been bricked in, and a newdoorway on the
ground |evel was constructed to the left of the original arched doorway opening.
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BULONS | i sasingle-story brick building with a2-storyinterior space. [ts cornice
has acorbelled brick area at the roof corners. The rectangul ar w ndow openi ngs, which
have granite lintels andsills, vary inwdths and heights. The northeast facade
contarns si x w ndow openi ngs, the northwest contains four plus adoor, and the south-
east contains six plus a door.

Alterations: (penings are blocked in, arefrigeration unit projects fromthe northeast
facade and a snal | addition partly obscures the northwest facade.

BJLDONGJ i sasingle-story (32 high) concrete building which was constructedin
1925. Its southwest side contains alarge receiving door, andits north sidecontains
an entry door. Swall square w ndows, which have been bl ocked in, wapped the building.

BJLDNG Ki s a 2J5-story brick building which was constructed in 1884 by Mchael
Mechan to serve as the brew nanager' s hone and of fices. Sguare inplan, the building
has aslate hiproof with five gabled dorners. Corbelledbrick work lies below a
raking cornice. String courses exist onthe facades near the to,o, of the upper |evel
w ndows, maway between the twolevels and directly beneath the first |evel w ndows.
Symetrical ly arran%ed segnental arched wndows are onall levels; five onthe front
ad rear, four onthe sides. Thefirst level of the front Bsnark Street facade
contains acenter door topped with a square w ndow and segnental relieving arch.

Alterations;: Mdern advertisi n% signs onthe facades, and the repl acemnent of one
w ndow on the west facade with twoirregular openings.

BULONSLisasingle-story 200 high trapezoi dal buiIding, attachedto the rear of
Building K which s 19,000 square feet of the bl ock borderingBsmark and Gernania
Streets. Snce the turn of the century, aseries of building activities devel oped the
structure froma fewscattered units toits present form | ast naj or connecting
addition was built in 1914, andthe final addition onthe Gernania Street facade vas
nace between 1962 and 1977. This brick facade contains six large wndows. The brick
Bsmark Street facade contains several |arge openings and three receiving doors. The
Brooksi de facade i s brown-shingled and the northeast facade i s wod. The sout hwest

angl e contai ns a pedestrian entry.

BUJLONGMi s a4-story rectangul ar brick building which was constructed i n 1884.
Eght vents (2 rows of 4 each? rise fromasteeply canted roof. The cornice area
contains brick corbelling onthe north and east elevations. Four bays wde by sixteen
bays deep, the building contains asymetric pattern of segnental arched w ndows.

Alterations: My w ndow openings are bricked-in or boarded up.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
_in1900- communications _5C industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specificdates 1877-1960's Builder/ArchitectMichael Meechan, James McMorrow,
— Fre(aerlck Riedell/ MW. FitzSiiimiuns,
statement of Significance (inoneparagraph) Cleredon, Varney & Pike

The Haffenreffer Brewery retains integritY of location, design, setting, materials, and
worknanship.  Its structures illustrate almost 100 years of industrial architecture.

The conplex is alsosignificant inthat it represents the devel opnent of the brewng
industry and the brewng process itself.

The brewng industry grewrapidly inthe last quarter of the 19th century, creatin%
over 400 breweries throughout the nation; at least 21 were in Boston and nost of these
were | ocated along Sony Brook which ran through Janai ca Plain and Roxbury. This

devel opnent was encouraged by a | arge scale Garnan mgrationto the United States.
Settling inJanaica Plarn and Roxbury, nan?/ of these rnmgrants found enpl oynent inthe
local breweries. Today, sone original buildings exist at the sites of ten of these
19th century Boston breweri es. these remaining ten breweries, four containonly a
few of their original buildi n?s, three contain basically asingle structure with additions,
and three (includi n? Haffenreffer) exist as what appear to be original conplexes of
several brewery buildings. The Haffenreffer Brewery, though, is Si nqul ar 1nBostonin
the design of its conplex. [Its individual buildings face aquandrangle forned by the
intersection of two streets, creating acanpus-like central focus.

The Boylston Brewery, later know as the Haffenreffer Brewery, was ori([]i nal Iy under the
owership of FranciS Peters and John Mehan. [ts site was chosen for the features it
offered to a brewery: the railroad, access to a nain road %Vgshl ngton Street), and

near by sgrlngs ég source of water used to brewthe beer). brevery b%no erations

in the 1870s. rnan-born Rudol f Haffenreffer had becone its owner by 1850. r

his direction, the brewery naintained a reputation for nodel treatment of its enpl oyees,
particularly intraining theminall phases of the brewng operation sothat they could
rotate responsibilities. Wth successive waves of Eiropean inmgrants at the turn of

the century, the Boston breweries continued to provide lbObS for both skilled and unskilled
wor kers. é/1901, Massachusetts Breveries (onpany had bought out eight of the Janai ca
Plain and Foxbury breweries. The Haffenreffer Brewery, however, renaned independent
until 1933 when 1t was consol idated into the hol dings of the NawEngl and Brew ng (.

It vas one of the fewbreweries vhich survived the period of Prohibition from 1918 to
1933, @ the 32 breweries which operated inthe state in 1910, only 14 lasted until

1934, after which the nunter continued to decline.

Haf fenref fer and Gnpany joined other breweries in producing soft drinks from 1926 to
1933 and was then restored to beer brewng after Prohibition. Forced to close in 1964
due to conpetition and union denands, it experienced one of the |ongest brewng histories
of any 19th century Massachusetts brevery.
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10. Geographical Data mmi NO \FHD
Acreage of nominated property "PJ*"QX. 5 acres
Buadrangte name Boston South U\/l N]- \/Enngue scale 1= 25,000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state ANN code county code
state code county code

Barbara Kaplan, Neighborhood
11. Form Prepared By Development Corp. of

Jamaica Plain

namefite Candace Jenkins, National Register Editor Diana Fillios, Boston . .
Landmarks Comiissio

oganization M assachusetts Historical Commissionjjgjg Sepl 1980
(617) 727-8470

dregt & numba 294 Washington Street telephone
Mass. 02108 V

city or town Boston . state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
national statt> local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature Patricia L. WesiowsKi

tite Executive Director, Massachxjsetts Historical Coimiission  dae 11-18-80

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date  <?lyljZ,
Ihe National Reginer

Attest: /a de fr6NfN ] B

AChlef of Registration

GPO 938 835
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The arrangenent of buildings reveal the bre\/\er}l'.s %rOV\;h since itsorigin. Its nain
conpl ex facing Bsmark Street includes the earliest buildings, constructed in the |ast
quarter of the 19%th c¢. Thesestructures, 3-6 stories high, conforned to the vertical
brew ng process. As the brewng process changed to a horizontal one, the |ater
buildings reflected this; those buildings additions constructed inthe 1900s were
single-story ones. The worker housing on Jess and Anory Streets, once thought to have
been associated with the brevery, vs actually built eaflier and devel oped ndependent!y,

The Haffenreffer's original hone, onthe corner of Gernania and Brookside, isprivately
owed and separate fromthe brewery by deed.
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6. Significance
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Comments for any item may be continued on an attached
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202 272 -3504
























Haf fenreffer Brewery
Cermani a Street
Boston (Jamaica Pl ain)

The owner originally received notification of MHCs intent to nom nate on
10/9/80, and responded positively on 10/23/80.

The State Review Board considered the nomnation on 11/12/80 and voted unani-
mously i nfavor.

The nomination was submitted to the National Register on 11/18/80; i t was
returned to MHC on 2/13/81.

The owner was verified on 11/18/81 and was renotified of MHC s intent t o
nom nate on 12/14/81. No response to this notice was received.



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 22, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull

Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Services

Department of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20243

Encl osed youwill find theeleven National Register nom nation forms which
were under review by your staff when the 1980 anendnents t ot he National
Historic Preservation Act (of 1966) were passed. These were returned

to Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion i nFebruary 1981 pending publication
of newNational Register regulations. | naccordance with 36CFR60.6h of

those regulations (11/16/81), we have verified current owner information
and have notified owners andchief elected officials of ourintent to

nom nate. Sheets which summarize thenotification procedures and comrents
received areattached t oeach of theeleven nomnation forms which

include:

Boston - Haffenreffer Brewery (local)

Canbridge - Multiple Resource Area (sent Ulder separate cover)
Chel sea - Chelsea Square Historic District (local)

Chel sea - C Henry Kinball House (local)

Fall River - Lafayette-Durfee House (local)

Great Barrington - Searles Castle (national)

[ pswi ch-Turner Hill (state)

Mont ague - Turner's Falls Historic District (local)

Newton - First Baptist Church in Newton (local)

Northfield - NorthfieldMain Street Historic District (local)
R chnond - Goodwood (national)

Sincerely,

Candace (JerJcins
Registration Director

CJamf
Enc.



