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Address 8 Pearson Drive

Historic Name Abraham Adams House

Use; Present residential

Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date c.1704

deeds and

Source visual analysis; local historu
Style First Period
Archi- N/A

' Exterior Wdl Fabric clapboards /shingles
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Major Alterations (with dates) AN
18th c. ell; 20th c. additions

Condi tion
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.in thepiiddle of new subdividison of

| ate 1980s
Recorded by Kyprianos
Organization Boston University
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Abraham Adans House retains integrity of location, setting, design,
materials, workmanship, association and feeling. Wth its steeply,
(50-degree,) pitched gable roof, chanfered oak roof frame, exposed and
simply decorated interior framng, the house enbodi es several patterns of

formand construction, making i t eligible under Criterion C
EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Adans House, in the Byfield section of Newbury, has evolved into an
| -shaped floor plan, with the original double cell, central chimey, tw
story, 5 bay house in front. Behind itis a later and |ower one story
gabled el | partly raised to two stories, with itsowm end chimey. At
right angles to the ell is a nmodern one story addition with gabled roof
that projects beyond the ell. The First Period house is one room deep
with single centered wi ndows at each story on the ends, and has a
projecting lobby entrance with a later door and Federal sidelights.

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

The original double-cell five-bay house has itsall-oak framng fully
exposed in three of the four rooms. Both roons on each floor are 196" x
14" 6", vjith 11"-wide sumrers running longitudinallyon the first floor.
Both are decorated with flat chanmfers and 3"-long lanmb's tongue stops.
Joists are 19.5" on centers in the east room 21" on centers in the west
room The fireplace opeing in the west room has been reduced, but the
cove to the original opening can be seen in the adjoining closet.

The west chanber has no fireplace, but its I|"-wide sunmer tieis
exposed, and has similar flat chanfers and |anmb's tongues to those on the
first floor. The east chamber has Second-Period paneling and a plastered
ceiling. l'ts original fireplace, however, can still be seen. |t has a

6'4" high opening, snoke panel, and rounded and plastered jamb. Bridled
scarfs in the rear plate behind the chimey and in the upper front hall
prove the house to be of one build.

The attic is framed of oak, in a five-bay, principal rafter and purlin
system with collars. The entire roof frame is chamfered.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES
The two rooms of the rear el | have rear corner fireplaces with Second

Perilod overmantel panels; the east chanber remodeling is also of this
style.

Staple to Inventorv form at bottOm
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H STORI CAL | NFCRVATI ON

The house was built on enpty land acquired between 1705 and 1707 by
Abraham Adans, (1676-1758,) who married Sanuel Sewall's granddaughter i n
1703. Capt. Adans, a seacaptain andnoted early Massachusetts
shipbuilder, was also a successful farmer, andthethird highest taxpayer

in Byfield.

Until a newsubdivision was built on part of thefarm theproperty was
surrounded by hay fields, from which it derived its former nane of "High
Fields."

REFERENCES

Adans, Andrew W, Robert Adans of Newbury, Massachuetts and Hi s
Descendants: 1635-1900. (Rutland, WVT: Tuttle Co., 1900,) pp..7-9.

Essex County Deeds, 16:220, 25:250a, (Essex Co. Court, Salem)
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