


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 
good ruins altered moved date 

V fair unexposed 

~' ~ Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Jefferson School i s a good example of the Queen Anne s t y l e applied to an i n s t i t u t i o n a l use. 
The school i s located on a large f l a t s i t e near a major center of to\m. 

The large, 2h story, T-shape build i n g i s constructed of wood, with clapboard and wood shingle 
siding. The main block of the b u i l d i n g , running p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t , has a high hip roof, 
while the central p a v i l i o n on the facade has a steep gable roof. At either side of t h i s 
pavilion and j o i n i n g i t to the main block i s a decorative hip-roofed porch. 

The design of the b u i l d i n g i s quite symmetrical and f u n c t i o n a l , and the ornamentation of elements 
is simple and discrete. The symmetrical fenestration consists of narrow 2 over 2 windows 
separated h o r i z o n t a l l y by a decoratively shingled pent roof. Each of the 4-bay sides of the 
main block culminates i n a large t r i a n g u l a r dormer• 

The v i s u a l focus of the b u i l d i n g i s the large central p a v i l i o n . The gable returns of t h i s wing 
are connected by a narrow corniced fascia which contains a decoratively shingled gable f i e l d 
and continues around the e n t i r e b u i l d i n g . Centered on the facade of the p a v i l i o n on the f i r s t 
f l o o r i s a horizontal pair of windows, i n a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c Queen Anne glazing, pattern of a 
center rectangle surrounded by small square panes. Centered on the second and t h i r d stories i s 
a f l a t arched element which encloses a panel of geometric strapwork on the second story and a 
v e r t i c a l pair of Queen Anne windows on the t h i r d story. Centered atop the p a v i l i o n i s a t a l l 
octagonal clock tower w i t h a domed roof and panelled sides. A .small pitch-roofed dormer with 
double windows i s centered on each slope of the gabled roof. 

The small entry porches at each corner of the p a v i l i o n have high hip roofs, slender tumed posts 
spanned by simple arched panels, turned lower balustrades, and a geometric upper balustrade. 



8. Signif icance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
^ 1 9 0 0 -

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 

X education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 
transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1889 Builder/Architect S.S. Woodcock 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Jefferson School is his t o r i c a l l y significant as one of the oldest active schools i n East 
Weymouth. I t s impressive scale and sitin g combine with an inventive design to produce a local 
architectural landmark. The building thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

The school is located on Middle Street (formerly the Central Trail) and is close to the Jackson/ 
Central Square area at the center of East Weymouth. The building stands on the site of the 
former Tenth D i s t r i c t School, b u i l t i n 1847. When the d i s t r i c t school system was abolished in 
1871, a new schoolhouse (Middle Street School) was b u i l t . By the late 1880''s, that schoolhouse 
was too small for the growing population of East Weymouth and was replaced by the present 
structure i n 1889. Jefferson School presently serves as the town's Educational Center for the 
Arts and Sciences. 

Jefferson School is a limited but inventive adaptation of the Queen Anne style. The pretensions 
of the architectural concept—particularly evident i n the clock tower and the arch motif —are 
not f u l l y developed, but the v i t a l i t y of the design is locally remarkable. 
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_ĵ ĵ I2evel of Significance l/SHPO Signature Federal Signature 

Photographs 
Missing Not Adequate in Quality 

Maps 
_ USGS Map Site Plan/Sketch Map Historic District Map 

Comments: 

Substantive Review Problems (see reverse) 

Signed ^ ' • — -



State i ^ , x> Working Number 7, 

TECHNICAL 
Photos •  
Maps / / 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry 

Send-back 
Re-submit 

Entered 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 



FHR-8-300 (11-78) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Heri tage Conservat ion and Recreat ion Service For HCRS use only 

National Register of Historic P laces ^ 
inventory—Nomination Form date entered ĵ ŷ { 2 jggi 
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1. Name 

historic j e f f e r s o n S c h o o l 

and/or common J e f f e r s o n C e n t e r f o r t h e A r t s a n d S c i e n c e s 

2. Location 

street & number 2 0 0 M i d d l e S not for publication 

city, town E . W e y m o u t h vicinity of congressional district 1 2 t h 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 0 2 5 county N o r f o l k code C 2 1 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public X occupied agriculture museum 
X. building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress X- educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process f^yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Town of Weymouth 

street&number 200 Middle S t r e e t 

city.town Weymouth vicinity of 3,3teMassachusetts 02189 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Norfo lk County R e g i s t r y of Deeds 

street&number 650 High S t r e e t 

clty,town Dedham ^̂ gjg Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I^i^,ventory of the H i s t o r i c A s s e t s of ha^s l̂is^p?oWB^e%^Mrmined elegible? _ yes no 

date 19 78 federal _>L state county local 

depository for survey records Massachuset t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Description 

Condition 
excellent 
good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
X unaltered 

altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Jefferson School i s a good example of the Queen Anne style applied to an i n s t i t u t i o n a l use. 
The school i s located on a large f l a t s i t e near a major center of town. 

The large, 2% story, T-shape building i s constructed of wood, with clapboard and wood shingle 
siding. The main block of the bu i l d i n g , running p a r a l l e l to the str e e t , has a high hip roof, 
while the central pavilion on the facade has a steep gable roof. At either side of t h i s 
pavilion and j o i n i n g i t to the main block i s a decorative hip-roofed porch. 

The design of the building i s quite symmetrical and functional, and the ornamentation of elements 
i s simple and discrete. The symmetrical fenestration consists of narrow 2 over 2 windows 
separated horizontally by a decoratively shingled pent roof. Each of the 4-bay sides of the 
main block culminates i n a large triangular dormer. 

The v i s u a l focus of the building i s the large central p a v i l i o n . The gable returns of t h i s wing 
are connected by a narrow corniced fascia which contains a decoratively shingled gable f i e l d 
and continues around the entire building. Centered on the facade of the pavilion on the f i r s t 
f l o o r i s a horizontal pair of windows, i n a characteristic Queen Anne glazing pattern of a 
center rectangle surrounded by small square panes. Centered on the second and t h i r d stories i s 
a f l a t arched element which encloses a panel of geometric strapwork on the second story and a 
v e r t i c a l pair of Queen Anne windows on the t h i r d story. Centered atop the pavilion i s a t a l l 
octagonal clock tower with a domed roof and panelled sides. A small pitch-roofed dormer with 
double windows i s centered on each slope of the gabled roof. 

The small entry porches at each corner of the pa v i l i o n have high hip roofs, slender turned posts 
spanned by simple arched panels, turned lower balustrades, and a geometric upper balustrade. 
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B O A R D OF S E L E C T M E N 

EDWARD W. O W E N S . JR. 

C H A I R M A N 

BARBARA LEARY S C A N N E L L 

V I C E C H A I R M A N A N D C L E R K 

W I L L I A M J . G U N V I L L E 

J . FRANK MCDONOUGH 

RICHARD R. W A L S H 

3 3 5 - 2 0 0 0 

East Weymouth, Mass. 02189 

T O W N A D M I N I S T R A T O R 

P A U L F. TROTMAN 

T H E T O W N OF W E Y M O U T H -peh. 2 , 1981 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washigton Street 
Boston, MA 02108 
ATTN: Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner 

Dear Ms. Frontiero: 

RECEIVED 
FEB - 5 1981 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 

This l e t t e r i s t o inform you that the Jefferson School, 
located at 200 Middle Street, East Weymouth i s c l a s s i f i e d as 
'public property' and as t h i s f a l l s i n the proper guidelines 
i t would c e r t a i n l y be appreciated i f you would endorse our 
request f o r consideration ±>r mention on the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c a l Landmarks. 

Your time and e f f o r t i s greatly appreciated.by the Weymouth 
Board of Selectmen and the Weymouth H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

TOWN OF WEYMOUTH 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Susan DeChristoforo 
Executive Secretary 

1̂  I,>c 

'/sdc 
cc: Chester K e v i t t 

^5 
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