FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service For HCRS use only
National Register of Historic Places receivedMAY 11 BB
Inventory—Nomination Form dateentered jy~ | |

See instructions in Howto Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

hisoric Bamstable County Courthouse

Bamstable County Superior Court House
and/or common

2. Location

Stregt & number Main Street (Route 6A) not for publication
city, town Bamstable vicinity of congressional district  twelve
state M assachusetts code 025 county Bamstable code 001
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted X government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name County of Bamstable

dreet & numberjjain Street

city, town Bamstable vicinity of date Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Barnstablg County Registry of Deeds

dreet & number  Main Street

city, town Barnstable date Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

the Ccnmonwealth #114
titte Inventory of the Historic Assets of s property been determined degible? yes no

date 1979 . federal state . county . local
depoditory for survey records  Massachusetts Historical Ccnmission

city,town  Boston state M assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site

X good ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed

t
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Banstabl e Gounty Gourt-house i s sited onahill overlooking Banstable Villageand
har bor and Gape od bay beyond. | t i s surrounded by approxi natel y %acre of |andscaped
grounds dotted with a dozen | arge hardwood trees and tw Revol utionary p*iod cannons.
Agranite wall separates the sloping lawn fromthe village sidewalk. [t was built in
1831/32 on the King's H ghway, nowtiie Sﬁi ne of the dd King's Hﬁhv\ay Regi onal Historic
District (local 1975). The icoposing architectural character of this Gedc Revival style
building reflectsitspxjblicinstitutional function anditsprimary role in the devel op-
nent of Bamstabl e County.

The original structure was rectangular inplan androse twostories to apitched roof.
It is constructed of cotirsed rough faced Qi np?/ granite with comer quoins of |ighter
grai/) granite. Fenestration throughout the buifdi n? isregular andconsists of &8
doubl e hung sash at the first story and 12/ 12 doubl e hxg sash at the second story.
The roof, originally coveredwitii slate, i s nowasphalt shingle. Atog its front
pitdi isanerght coltimcupolaw th a copper cap set on a three ti<3r base.

The nost inposing feature of the courthouse isitscorrectly detailed Geek Doric por-
tico. Four fluted colums stpport an entablature v~ose architrave bears the words
"Banst abl e County Court House" and viiose friezeis detailedwtii triglyphs and TEtopes.
A triangul ar pediment with raking cornice and nutul es cocnpletes the conposition. Al -
tli%lugh tHde portico appears to be constructed of granite i tis actually fashioned of
wood.

The only feature of the facade, behind the portico, i s a generously scaled entry which
appears to be a colonial revival addition. |t consists of tiwo ei *t panel ed doors
surmounted by first a glazed transon and tdena solid transom These el ements are
enfraned by sinple pilasters anda cornice v*ch i's supported on consoles. The
entry i s approached by three granite steps tiponwhich the coltnns of the portico rest.

Additions to the building have included the follow ng:

In 1897, a 24 by 26' south central wi ng was added. The architect was Samuel D. Kell ey,
the Bay State Brick @ did nuch of the work. Theinterior floors andceilings are o
North River flagstone. Al the roons within the original courthouse andadditions are
fireproof with 400 pound netal doors dividing them These doors are nol ded and st udded
vTith rosettes andfine hinges. All of the |unber used is SEruce with the tnjsses of hard
pine. Acellarwas also included inthis addition. Aswith all of the additions,

Quincy granite, ~en available, was used i nmintaining the texture and historical integ-
rity of td#ie outside facade.

In 1893, the area for the Registry of Deedswas determned to be too small an area.
J. Wllianms Beal of Boston designed a one story, 40 square foot east wing. Portland
cenent and Quincy grantitewere again xised. -

In 1906, the Boston Muiseumof Fine Arts architect, Guy Lowel |, of Boston, designed
an acconpansrLng 40 sq. foot twostory west el | and a second story addition to the 1893
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east ell. The builders were Enest L. Sanpson of Plynouth, and Robert J. Ryder;

the total cost was $35,000. The west addition includeda Probate Guxirt roan, and
office for the Registry of Probate, and on the second floor was a Iawlibraré, 16' by
36', the County Treasurer's office and the office of the District Attorney; bel ow was
the basenent. The east wing consisted of two jury roans, 16 by 18, roons for the
judges of the Superior and Suprene courts, an office for the Gounty Sheriff and
additional smaller roans. This addition was al so constructedwith Qui nc%/ granite

to conformwith the rest of the structure's fabric. Al |l slip wndesv sills are al so of
granitewith vM e pine doubl e hung w ndow frarmes.

In 1925; a southwest ell, 16'byl0" by 34'4" by 31'7" was added al ong with a southwest
el | of 68 10" by 34'4" by 31'7". The general contractors were Soners and Drisko of
Boston. All of these additions kept a wel |l bal anced appearance to the entire structure.

In 1972, GH Swart, Inc. of Banstabl e, connpleted renovations i nthe Superior Court
roomand put on a south central addition of 48 by 17 tofill i nbetween the 1925 east
and west wings, the architect was Gafney Associates I nc: At the rear of the hiailding
is avMe central two colum portico with tw inside and two outside pilasters, cornice
and parapet, the center of which displaysan el aborate gold, blue/gray and off vM e
Qounty syirbol. The steps |eadingup are sided bya handicap ranp.

The court roomwas rehabilitated with sensitivit%, saving as nuch as possi bl e of

the original fabric and putting back into use objects that had |ong been stored in

the basenent. The traditional judge' s bench, tables for the |awers, and wtness stand
were al | retained i ntheir highly polishedfine grainedwood richness. And, a silver
and tin codfish, synbol of the Gairnonwealth and e, hangs anong four shinning
chandeliers fran the center of this spacious and el egant Federal style court room The
long central barrel arched hal [way of the 1832 bxailding was extended and el aborated upon
in the 1879 addition. The Court House i s thias a sPI endi d exanpl e of continual use with
arichairof tradition and history that i sboth alive and preserved.

A separate Registry of Deeds and Probate Court were built behind the Court housei n
1955 and a District Court (first) on the east end of the County grounds vas built
|n_19gl._|d!-bmever, nost of the Gounty offices and the Superior Court are still inthe
mai n bui | di ng.



8. S gn ficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation N law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 - J " architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X_1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry _X-politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Secificdates 1831/ 32 Buil der/Architect Jacob & Abner Tayl or/ Al exander Parris

Saterment of Sgnificance(in one paragraph)

The Bamst abl e County Courthoiise possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
material s, and workmanship andi s significant on several levels. First, it has
served as the seat of county governnent and jijstice sinceits construction i n 1831
and therefore has played arole i n nany of tihe inportant events vMch have shaped

the history of Gape d. Second, nany of the county's nmost respected citizens have
served at the Courthouse and even sone nationally known |awers |ike Dani el \ébster
have argued cases there. Finally, the Gourthouse, which nay have been desi gned by t he
wel | known architect, Alexander Parris, i sa fine exanple of the nonunental G eek
Revival style. Therefore the Courtiiouse neets criteria A Band Cof the National

Regi ster of Historic Places.

The first courthouse session on Gape od was hel d i nBanstabl e Village i n 1686.

The first Colonial Gourthouse for the Gape was erectedi n 1774i nthat village and

is still standing. @n the night of Cctober 22, 1827, the Banstabl e Gounty House
bumed to the ground takingwth it nost deed and probate records. After this, the
registers of deeds and probates, etc. kept these records i ntheir hones. | n 1828,
arrangenents were nade f or the erection of the jpresent Superior Court. @ oundwas
broken for it on Novenber 7, 1831 andthe building was ccnpl eted by the fol | owing

year. Nowforthefirst time the offices of the court andthe rest of the county
coul d be coibined. This was alsothe original office of the first Gounty Commi ssicners;
Mat hew @bb of Banstable, Sanuel T. Croswel | of Fal mouth, and (bed Brooks of Harwi ch.
Their positions were createdvAienin 1828 the ol d Courts of Sessions andthe CGm

I SSi ﬁ_nerts) plde ghways wer e abol i shed by the legislature. Mst county offices are still
in this building.

Many of the Ccranonveal th's fanous jxodges have sat there, including Banstabl e native,
Qief Justice Lenuel Shaw And, they have heard cases argued by attorneys from all
over the country, including the constant Gape visitor and Shawassoci ate, Dani el
Vébster. Robert "Bob" Ingersoll was al so a \bster friend to appear before this bench.
ot her | awyers t o have argued therewas Banstabl e native Zero Scudder, vhose
mar bl e bust decorates the Court roomwas the only native |awer to becone a nenber of
tiie Superior Court, Al so of Banstabl e was George Marston.  He argued i nthis Court
as County District Attomey and went ont o becone t he Massachusetts Attoney General.

In addition toits historical significance i nthe fields of politics and governnent,

the courthouse al so possesses considerabl earchitectural significance. It isa
relatively early exanple of the Geek Revival sty [e on Cape God and i s thoxjglt to be

the first with afull twostory colunmed portico. Due toits highly visible public
function, its monunental scale andits correct detail, the courthouse nost have been
instrumental i npopularizing the Geek Revival stylein the area. Design of the building
Is ascribedto Al exander Parris \jho i swell known for hisearly works 1 ngraniteand

the Geek Revival style.



9. M "or Bib"ograph ca References

Banst abl e Gounty Ccrani ssioners records.

Seven Vil l ages of Banstabl e, Town of Banstabl e, 1976.

History of the CGounty of Banstabl e, Sneon L. Deyo, New York, 1890.
Banst abl e Patriot, 9/14/1831, p 2 & 12/7/1831, p. 2

10. Geographical Data ElfeSE MNT ISBEI

Acreage of nominated property less than one acre
Quadrangle name Hyannis i NN\ «Lil*>iM*ngle scale —1124000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nomination is confined to the historic coxirthouse and excludes neodamn stmctures on
the lot. Please refer to the attached assessor's map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Jack Clarke, Preservation Planner

namefite Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Cgpe Caod Planning Caimission
organization M assachusetts Historical Ccnmission dae April 1981

dreet & numba 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470

aty or tomn Boston dae  Massachvisetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this prepesi/Wijthin the state is:

national _I: N state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

[INlg Executive Director, ftessachusetts Historical ~ Cotrmission date ~1f/f

For HICRS use only /o n
I herelty certiffy thait\this property is included Inthe '"“[|*||.A89ifA'"-(;; g

National EeglBtei date NE[[xN

A~rv'Keeper of the National Regisi

n Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 B35



Name
State, County

Working Number J-T// .~/ . [y"f

t/~omination
Determination of Eligiblity
On Nomination Form

Maps A/
Photos

Nomination prepared by: Action:
State Staff fANCCEPT

Local
Other

dnr-3

Fed Nom or Request—Agency
Federal Register Date

_~dg(s) Within:
_Site Multiple Resource Area
_ Object Thematic Group
__ Structure
District

Unfered In the .
National Eefrise? M Appropriate:

__ State Request for Review
Keeper's Decision to Review
2nd Return

|. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

n. Evaluation of Nomination

1. Descriptive Statement
Short Format Yes No

2. Significance Statement
Short Format Yes No
3. Concepts/Integrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. Concepts/Boundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

Adequate
Poor Comments

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date

National Park Service

S Attached

U.S. Department of the Interior
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Barnstable County Superior Court House
Assessor's mau in Barnstable Town Hall, # 299
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______ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
11111 mf | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
May 4, 1981 \Y
M. Jerry Rogers, Acting Keeper -y oA

Regi stration Branch

Heritage, Conservation & Recreation
Service

DA, w34

Washington DC 20243
Dear M. Rogers:

Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation forms forpublicly owed buildings:
AABarnst abl e- Barnstabl e County Courthouse (state)

Fall River-B.MC. Durfee High School (local)

Hul | -Point Allerton Lifesaving Station (state)

Lynn-O d Post Office (local) Loe e

Veynout h- Fogg Library (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by theState Review Board and have been signed
by theState Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Candace Jerikins

Registration director M.Mmm.



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE MSSACHEETTS

11 1381

Date Entered

Nane Locati on

DurfM B. M C, Hgh School Pal | R ver
Bristol Gounty

Fogg Library Uaynout h
Nor f ol k Gount y

Banstabla Gunty Gourtbouaa Banst abl a
Banst abl e Gounty

Point Allarton LIfasavlng Station Hul |
Pl yaout h Gounty

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul E. Tsongas

Bonor abl a Edward M Kanaad?/ State Historic Preaenratien Officer
Honor abl e Margaret M Heckl er Ms. Patricia L. Veéal ownaki
Honorabl e Gerry E. Bt ndds Executive Director

i HES Massachusetta Hi atori eal Coam asi on
Northeast  Regi on, 294 Unaahl ngt on Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

0X
formation, please call tiie National Register at (202)343-6401,



