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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAU (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

First Presbyterian Church, located on the southwest corner of Seventh 
Street and College Avenue in downtown Racine, is a simple, dignified, 
and exceptionally handsome specimen of Greek Revival design. *^

Oriented north-southr the church.,is a rectangular building having 
cream-colored brick walls (now weathered to a warm, mottled gray), a 
low-pitched gabled roof, and an impressive five-stage wood spired The 
symmetrical, pedimented facade (north elevation) presents a recessed 
entrance portico dominated by two massive Doric columns that are 
surmounted by an entablature of the same order. Doric pilasters frame 
the bays of front and side elevations, and engaged columns of the 
Ionic order ornament the spire.

Three doors in the north portico open into the shallow vestibule which 
gives access to the auditorium and, via stairways at east and west ends, 
to the small balcony at the north end of the fabric. The auditorium 
itself, with pilastered walls and arched, panelled ceiling, is as 
stately and serene in character as the exterior. The present color 
scheme is predominantly off-white, with linear accents of dark brown 
in the moldings at the tops of the pews and in the painted ornament 
on walls and ceiling. And this pale, neutral tone contrasts effectively 
with the dark wood of the organ, installed in the sanctuary during the 
1930 f s, and with the brilliantly colored stained glass windows. All of 
the windows are original; all are geometrical designs; and all are com­ 
posed primarily of vivid pastel hues—orange, pink, and gold, in the 
main, with accents of blue, green, and red.

In the early 1940 f s an addition housing Sunday school rooms and offices 
was erected at the south end of the church (and in 1956 a chapel was 
built at the south end of this wing). The addition brought few changes 
in the original fabric, however, and beyond these minor alterations and 
installation of the present organ, First Presbyterian Church has not been 
modified in any important way during its 120-year history.
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In his report on Racine's First Presbyterian Church prepared for the 
Historic American Buildings Survey during the 1930 f s Alexander C. Guth 
wrote: "The entire building is marked by sincerity and refinement and 
an entire freedom from excess or affectation. The disposition of the 
parts is so happy, its treatment so broad and simple that it produces 
an unusual effect." More recently, Rexford Newcomb praised the church 
for its "sincere and highly refined design" and Richard W. E. Perrin 
called it "quite the most distinguished surviving Wisconsin church build­ 
ing in the Greek Revival style."

To their testimony one may add that the fabric comes down to us in 
almost original form, that First Presbyterian Church is one of the few 
documented works of the gifted St. Louis and Racine architect |jU.rfl 0 
BradJLey^Nand that it is today the oldest remaining church building in 
Racine.
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