


[7. DESCRtPTlON 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

Q E x c e l l e n t Good Q Fa i r Q De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins O Unexposed 

(Check One) 

g A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One)  

("1 Moved O r i g i n o l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Court Square H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a t the southern end of S p r i n g f i e l d ' s 
c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t and i s the focus of the c i t y ' s government 
center. The c e n t r a l design element i n the d i s t r i c t i s Court Square Park 
i t s e l f . I t i s rec t a n g u l a r w i t h sidewalks running along i t s edges, crossing 
i t d i a g o n a l l y and north-south through the center. I t i s planted w i t h 
symmetrically spaced mature elms; young maple trees and shrubs define 
the i n t e r s e c t i o n of walks. Four monuments adorn the park: a statue of 
pioneer Miles Morgan a t the northwest corner, a monument honoring C i v i l 
War heroes at the Main S t r e e t edge, a monument honoring U.S.Marines at 
the Court Square Avenue edge and a marker n o t i n g the s i t e of Parson's 
Tavern at the southeast corner. A ninet e e n t h century d r i n k i n g f o u n t a i n 
i n the shape of a l i o n ' s head i s placed at the northeast Main S t r e e t 
corner. I n the nineteenth century, the park was surrounded by a low 
wrought i r o n fence. 

Four b u i l d i n g s enclose the Square on the south s i d e , w i t h the Chicopee 
Bank B u i l d i n g d e f i n i n g the southeast corner. The bank, c. 1888, i s four 
f l o o r s high and has four recessed bays on Elm S t r e e t , f i v e on Main S t r e e t , 
and a p a v i l l i o n a t the corner, topped by a weathered copper t u r r e t . 
Construction i s of red b r i c k w i t h f i n e l y d e t a i l e d brownstone t r i m between 
f l o o r s and a t the cornice l e v e l . The ground f l o o r frontage has been 
covered w i t h a glossy ceramic m a t e r i a l t h a t i s not compatible w i t h the r e s t 
of the b u i l d i n g . The a r c h i t e c t i s b e l i e v e d t o have been Frederick S. 
Newman, who also designed the Court Square B u i l d i n g . 

Just west of the bank i s the Byer's Block, an 1835 t h r e e - f l o o r , six-bay 
Federal commercial b u i l d i n g . I t i s of red b r i c k w i t h g r a n i t e l i n t e l s . 
The gable r o o f i s now black asphalt shingle and has two chimneys, one on 
the east side and the other j u s t r i g h t of center on the facade. The 
ground f l o o r frontage has two shop f r o n t s and a door t o the upper f l o o r s , 
none of which i s o r i g i n a l . A new owner i s planning t o r e s t o r e the ground 
f l o o r t o i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. 

Next door t o the Byer's Block i s the Court Square B u i l d i n g , a s i x f l o o r 
b u f f b r i c k o f f i c e and commercial b u i l d i n g . The o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e of 
1892 was a f i v e - s t o r y , s i x - b a y block f r o n t i n g on Elm S t r e e t . The entrance 
t o the Court Square Theater was located t o the rear but i s now demolished. 
Granite posts and l i n t e l s support the b u i l d i n g a t the ground l e v e l ; the 
window t r i m and d e t a i l i n g above are a l l of brownstone. The p l a t e glass 
windows at the ground l e v e l are u n a l t e r e d . I n 1900 a large a d d i t i o n was 
added t o include a Court Square Ho t e l , r a i s i n g the heig h t of the b u i l d i n g 
t o s i x f l o o r s , i n c r e a s i n g the Elm S t r e e t facade t o e i g h t bays, and c r e a t i n g 
a Court House Place facade of s i x t e e n bays and a State S t r e e t e l e v a t i o n of 
three bays. Court House Place became a pedestrian-only passage w i t h shops 
at the ground l e v e l . The surface treatment i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the 
Elm S t r e e t facade. The e x t e r i o r i s Romanesque w i t h round headed windows. 
Large a r i e l windows are located at the end bays on the f i f t h and s i x t h 
f l o o r s . A tower i s placed at the east end of the b u i l d i n g t o house the 
el e v a t o r machinery. 

(cont'd) 
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7. Description (cont'd) 

Next to the Court Square Building i s the Hampden County Courthouse ,ah H.H. 
Richardsonian Romanesque building of rough hewn granite, already l i s t e d on 
the National Register. North of the Courthouse, framing the west side of 
the park, i s another previously l i s t e d building, Isaac Damon's Old F i r s t 
Church. I t has a Greek Revival portico with an English Baroque b e l l tower 
protruding into the porch. 

The northernmost element of t h i s Court Square area i s the Municipal Group. 
A fine example of Classical Revival composition, i t was designed i n 1920 
by the firm of F.Livingston P e l l and Harvey Corbett. Due to i t s set-back 
s i t i n g , an observer standing i n Court Square i s afforded an impressive v i s t a 
of the Group. Three buildings make up the Municipal Group: the Administra­
t i o n Building to the east, the identically-facaded Auditorium Building to 
the west, and a 300' high Florentine style campanile at the center. A l l 
three are set back a good distance from Court Street and face a raised 
esplanade. A''large f l i g h t of s t a i r s fronts each building. The three 
structures are composed of limestone, and the two flanking structures have 
entrance porticoes of ten Corinthian columns topped by an ornate pediment. 
The Administration Building contains a be a u t i f u l and elegant i n t e r i o r with 
a semi-circular grand staircase of marble with cast bronze and mahogany 
r a i l i n g s , marble wainscotting throughout the corridors, and mahogany panelling 
and frescoed ceilings i n the formal chambers. A 300' b e l l tower contains 
an unusual hydraulic elevator which extends 2/3 of i t s f u l l height. Most 
important of the three structures i s the acoustically perfect Auditorium 
Building. Presenting a facade i d e n t i c a l to the Administration Building, 
the Auditorium contains a two-balcony concert h a l l which seats 4,000 
people. A large formal "Mahogany Room" i s located above the f i r s t f l o o r 
lobby. The bronze formal entrance doors of a l l three structures carry 
r e l i e f s i l l u s t r a t i n g the "History of Springfield", and were the work of 
Gail Sherman Corbett, the architect's wife. 
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SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

C o m m e r c e 

I 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

I 1 E n g i n e e r i n g 

[ I I n d u s t r y 

[ 1 I n v e n t i o n . 

[ 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

P o l i t i c a l 

(X I R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o s o p h y 

S c i e n c e 

I 1 S c u l p t u r e 

I I S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

T h e a t e r 

[ 3 ] T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Urbon Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Court Square H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t of downtown S p r i n g f i e l d i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
because of i t s e x c e p t i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r e and i t s pedestrian areas, and 
because of i t s h i s t o r i c r o l e as the center of S p r i n g f i e l d ' s government, 
commerce, j u s t i c e , and r e l i g i o n . Two b u i l d i n g s at Court Square are already 
l i s t e d on the N a t i o n a l Register- the Old F i r s t Church,1819 (Isaac Damon, 
a r c h i t e c t ) and the Hampden County Courthouse ,1871 (H.H.Richardson,architect) 
Four churches, three courthouses, and three c i t y h a l l s have been constructed 
i n the long h i s t o r y of Court Square. Court Square Park i t s e l f was 
acquired i n 1812, when a syndicate of c i t i z e n s purchased Parson's Tavern 
(then s i t e d on Court Square) and adjacent land, and proceeded t o move the 
t a v e r n , give the park t o the county, and s e l l l o t s on County S t r e e t . The 
group also provided a s i t e f o r a courthouse across Main S t r e e t , t h w a r t i n g 
a r i v a l proposal t o locate the cou r t f u r t h e r n o r t h on Main S t r e e t , 

The o l d e s t and perhaps most h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g i n t h i s d i s t r i c t i s the 1835 
Byers Block . I t has had a h i s t o r y of famed personages i n i t s o f f i c e s . 
i n c l u d i n g Congressmen, Supreme Court j u s t i c e s , and seven mayors. 

Dwight Gilmore's Court Square B u i l d i n g , t o the west of the Byer's Block, 
once housed the famous Court Square Theater and Court Square Hotel. 
While the former has been demolished, the l a t t e r i s extant and i s now 
used f o r o f f i c e s . The o f f i c e p o r t i o n of the Court Square B u i l d i n g has 
fa r e d w e l l over the years. T r a d i t i o n a l l y , S p r i n g f i e l d attorneys have 
chosen the b u i l d i n g f o r t h e i r o f f i c e s because of i t s p r o x i m i t y t o the 
D i s t r i c t and Superior Courts. Perhaps the most important f e a t u r e of the 
Court Square B u i l d i n g i s the Court House Place pedestrian m a l l , which has 
been s i t e d by S p r i n g f i e l d urban planners as "the best pedestrian linkage 
i n the c i t y " . I t provides, on a very human scale, an open m a l l flanked 
by stores f o r the l e i s u r e and commerce of the community. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
the b u i l d i n g i s . being threatened w i t h d e m o l i t i o n by both the c i t y and 
the s t a t e . 

The Chicopee N a t i o n a l Bank B u i l d i n g , l i k e the Court Square B u i l d i n g , present^ 
an a t t r a c t i v e Romanesque facade t o the s t r e e t . I n s i d e , t o t a l c l i mate 
c o n t r o l was provided i n the o r i g i n a l design, a r a r e amenity f o r i t s time. 
The e x t e r i o r bronzework i s sai d t o have been done by T i f f a n y Studios. 

(cont'd) 
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2/11/73 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
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Boston (617) 727-8470 
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Name 

T i t l e 

HCnprable Jbhn F.X.Davoren 
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c a l Commission 

Date 
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 
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N a t i o n a l Regis te r . ) • , i : i 

Director, O f f i c e ot Archeology and Historic Preservation 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of Ti 

Date 
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8. Significance (cont'd) 

I n the Municipal Group, each of the three structures i s i n d i v i d u a l l y notable. 
The Administration Building contains fine i n t e r i o r marble, woodwork and fres­
coes. The b e l l tower i s notable for i t s height, i t s Renaissance heritage, and 
i t s unusual hydraulic elevator. The Aud_itorium has hosted such a r t i s t s as 
Enrico Caruso, Leonard Bernstein, and Pablo Casals, and a l l have praised i t s 
remarkably excellent acoustics. Also of interest i n the Auditorium Building 
are the bronze formal entrance doors. A l l three structures f r o n t upon an 
elevated esplanade which allows an uninterrupted view of the Group. The 
influence of the City Beautiful Movement i s evident both.in the Neo-classical 
structures and i n t h e i r arrangement on the s i t e , , 

'.10 
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( T y p e a l l e n t r i e s - attach to or enclose w i t h map) 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N 

Court Square Historic D i s t r i c t 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

Court Square 

NUMERICbcpDE (Aoolgned by NPS) 

2. LOCATION 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

COUNTY 

Hamnden m 

TOWN 

Snr-inaf-i(=ld 
STREET AND NUMBER 

Bounded by Main, State, Broadway, Pynchon S t r e e t s , and C i t y H a l l Place. 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE 

U.S.G.S. S p r i n g f i e l d South 

DATE 

1970 

SCALE 

1:24,000 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S ; P R O P E R T Y B O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , A N D N O R T H A R R O W 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N 

Court Square Historic D i s t r i c t 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

Court Square 

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS) 

MAY 2 W4 
2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY TOWN 

Massachusetts Hampden Springfield 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

Bounded by Main, State, Broadway and Pynchon Streets, and City Hall Place 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

S k e t c h map 

D A T E 

1974 

REOUIREMEN-rS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW 

'A 
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40 beacon S/ifeet 

March 25, 1974 

RECEIVED 

NATIONAL / i ^ / 
727-8^70 REGISTER /C 

National Register 
National Park Service 
l 8 t h and C Streets 
Washington D.C. 20240 

Attention:Charles Herrington,Chief of Register 

Dear Qtharles: 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Enclosed are four National Register submissions for the following properties: 

I.S p r i n g f i e l d , Hampden County, Court Square Historic D i s t r i c t 
2. " " , Quadrangle-Mattoon Street Historic D i s t r i c t 
3. " " , Ames Hill/Crescent H i l l D i s t r i c t 
4. Lincoln, Middlesex County, The Grange 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth John F.X.Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commiss­
ion and designated the State Liason Officer. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions are to be included 
i n our 1975 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate your process­
ing these forms promptly. Please l e t us know i f any other information i s needed. 

S incerely, 

Elizabeth Amadon 
State Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

ERA/ma 
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