


[7. DESCRtPTION
(Check One)
Q Excellent Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated . Ruins o Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
g Altered . Unaltered ("1 Moved Originol Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Court Square Historic District i sat thesouthern end of Springfield's
central business district and i sthe focus of thecity's government

center. The central design element i nthedistrict i sCourt Square Park
itself. It isrectangular with sidewalks running along itsedges, crossing
it diagonally and north-south through thecenter. |t i splanted with
symmetrically spaced mature elms; young maple trees and shrubs define

the intersection of walks. Four monuments adorn t he park: a statue of
pioneer M les Mirgan at t henorthwest corner, a nonunment honoring Civil

War heroes at theMain Street edge, a nonunment honoring U.S.Marines at

the Court Square Avenue edge and a marker noting thesite of Parson's

Tavern at t he southeast corner. A nineteenth century drinking fountain
in the shape of a lion's head i splaced at t henortheast Main Street
corner. I nthenineteenth century, thepark was surrounded by al ow

wrought iron fence.

Four buildings enclose the Square on t he south side, with t he Chicopee
Bank Building defining the southeast corner. The bank, c. 1888, i s four
floors high and has four recessed bays on ElmStreet, five on Main Street,

and a pavillion at thecorner, topped by a weathered copper turret.
Construction i sof redbrick with finely detailedbrownstone trim between
floors and at thecornice level. The ground floor frontage has been

covered with a glossy ceramc material that i snot compatible with the rest
of thebuilding. The architect i sbelieved t ohave been Frederick S
Newmran, who also designed t he Court Square Building.

Just west of thebank i stheByer's Block, an 1835 three-floor, six-bay
Federal commercial building. |t i sof redbrick with granite lintels.
The gable roof i snow black asphalt shingle and has two chi meys, one on
the east side and theother just right of center on t he facade. The
ground floor frontage has two shop fronts and a door totheupper floors,
none of which i soriginal. A new owner i splanning torestore the ground
floor toitsoriginal appearance.

Next door t otheByer's Block i sthe Court Square Building, a six floor
buff brick office and commercial building. The original structureof

1892 was a five-story,six-bayblock fronting on ElmStreet. The entrance
to the Court Square Theater was |located t otherear but i snow demolished.
Granite posts and lintels support thebuilding at theground level; the
wi ndow trim and detailing above are al | of brownstone. The plate glass

wi ndows at t heground level areunaltered. | n 1900 a large addition was
added t oinclude a Court Square Hotel, raising theheight of the building
to sixfloors, increasing theEl mStreet facade t oeight bays, and creating
a Court House Place facade of sixteen bays and a State Street elevationof
three bays. Court House Place becane a pedestrian-only passage with shops
at theground level. The surface treatment i ssimlar tothat ofthe

Elm Street facade. The exterior i s Romanesque with round headed wi ndows.
Large ariel windows are located at t he end bays on thefifth and sixth
floors. A tower i splaced at theeast end of thebuilding tohousethe

el evator machinery.

(cont'd)
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7. Description (cont'd)

Next t ot he Court Square Building i stheHanpden County Courthouse ,ahHH
Ri chardsoni an Romanesque buil ding of rough hewn granite, already listed on
the National Register. North of theCourthouse, framng thewest side of
the park, i sanother previously listed building, Isaac Danon's O d Fir st
Church. |t has a Geek Revival portico with anEnglish Baroque bell tower
protruding into the porch.

The northernmost element of this Court Square area i st heMunicipal Goup.
A fine exanple of Classical Revival composition, i twas designed i n 1920
by thefirm of F.Livingston Pell and Harvey Corbett. Duetoits set-back
siting, anobserver standing i nCourt Square i safforded aninpressive vista
of theGoup. Three buildings make uptheMunicipal Goup: the Adm nistra-
tion Buildingtotheeast, theidentically-facaded Auditorium Buildingto
the west, and a 300" high Florentine style canpanile at thecenter. Al |
three are set back a good distance from Court Street and face araised
esplanade. A'large flight of stairs fronts each building. Thethree
structures are conposed of |imestone, and thetwo flanking structures have
entrance porticoes of tenCorinthian colums topped by anornate pedinent.
The AdministrationBuilding contains abeautiful and elegant interior with
a semi-circular grand staircase of marble with cast bronze and mahogany
railings, marble wainscotting throughout thecorridors, and mahogany panelling
and frescoed ceilings i ntheformal chanmbers. A 300" bell tower contains
an unusual hydraulic elevator which extends 2/3of itsfull height. Most
important of thethree structuresi stheacoustically perfect Auditorium
Building. Presenting a facade identical totheAdm nistration Building,
the Auditorium contains a two-balcony concert hall which seats 4,000
people. A large formal "Mhogany Rooni i s located above thefirst floor

[ obby. The bronze formal entrance doors of al | three structurescarry
reliefs illustrating the "History of Springfield", and were thework of
Gail Sherman Corbett, thearchitect's wife.
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Dwi ght Gilmore's Court Square Building, tothewest of theByer's Block,
once housed t he famous Court Square Theater and Court Square Hotel.

While the former has been demolished, thelatter i sextant and i s now
used for offices. The office portion of the Court Square Building has
fared well over theyears. Traditionally, Springfieldattorneys have
chosen thebuilding for their offices because of itsproximty to the
District and Superior Courts. Perhaps thenmost important feature ofthe
Court Square Building i sthe Court House Place pedestrian mall, which has
been sited by Springfieldurban planners as "the best pedestrian linkage
in thecity". |t provides, on a very human scale, an open mall flanked
by stores for theleisure and cormerce of t he community. Unfortunately,
the building is. being threatened with demolition by both thecity and
the state.

The Chicopee National Bank Building, like theCourt Square Building, present”
an attractive Romanesque facade t othestreet. Inside, total climate
control was provided i ntheoriginal design, a rare amenity for its time.
The exterior bronzework i ssaid t ohave been done by Tiffany Studios.

(cont'd)
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8. Significance (cont' d)

In theMunicipal Goup, each of thethree structures i sindividually notable.
The Administration Building contains fine interior marble, woodwork and fres-
coes. The bell tower i snotable for itsheight, itsRenaissance heritage, and
its unusual hydraulic elevator. The Aud_itorium has hosted such artists as
Enrico Caruso, Leonard Bernstein, and Pablo Casals, and al | have praisedi ts
remarkably excellent acoustics. Also of interest i ntheAuditorium Building
are thebronze formal entrance doors. Al Ithree structures front uponan

el evated esplanade which allows anuninterrupted view of t he Goup. The

influence of theCity Beautiful Moverment i sevident both.in the Neo-classical
structures and i ntheir arrangement onthesite,
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Court Square Historic District Court Square MAY 2 W4
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March 25, 1974

National Register
National Park Service
| 8th and C Streets
Washi ngton DC 20240

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear Q harles:
Encl osed are four National Register subm ssions for the following properties:

|.Springfield, Hanpden County, Court Square Historic District

2. " " ,  Quadrangl e-Mattoon Street Historic District
3. " " , Ames Hill/Crescent Hill District

4. Lincoln, Mddlesex County, The G ange

These have been declared eligible for submssion by the Massachusetts Historical
Conmi ssion, the State Review Board, and have been signed by the Secretary of the
Commonweal th John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical Comm ss-
ion and designated the State Liason Officer.

Pl ease note that the properties covered by these submi ssions are to be included
in our 1975 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate your process-
ing these forms promptly. Please | etus knowi f any other informationis needed.

Sincerely,

El i zabet h Anadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

BRA na
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