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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Low, square building of stuccoed brick has four-sided pyramidal roof
intersected by two gables on each side. The red roof tile is originalj
Mediterranean type (source unknown), same as that used on some of Charleston
oldest buildings.

Walls are 32 inches thick and interior walls have original brick finish
(the interior stucco added during an interim period has been removed).

Of @& medieval appearance, the one main room is approximately 27'X 27'
(plus tiny kitchen and tiny office) and has a central column formed by the
descending arches of the vaulted ceiling.

hree deeply-recessed casement-type windows were probably added in the
course of years since it is believed the original powder magazine had no
windows. On west side is a large window that originally was the powder
magazine doQr, still intact with original hand-wrought outside iron grating,
and three-foot bolt extending into the brick wall. The original heavy
wooden inside door has been replaced by glass to show both the thickness of
the wall and to display the handsome ironwork. The lock from the original
wooden door is used on the present entrance door.

The present entrance features double outside doors added probably about
100 years ago. There is also an inner door with glass sidelights on either
side.

Although nobody knows exactly, the original floor was probably either
packed earth or brick, according to Charleston architect Samuel Lapham, who
has made a study of powder magazines. The present floor covering is of
tile brought from England, quite beautiful, in two shades -- dark red and
beige -- and the same as that used in St. Michael's Episcopal Church
(National Historic Landmark). Installed by The Colonial Dames in the early
1900s.

Maintained as Colonial Dames headquarters, the Powder Magazine has
antique furnishings and exhibits that illustrate life of colonial Carolina.
Included are pictures, jewel boxes, china and clothes -- one of the
dresses on display belonged to Eliza Lucas Pinckney.

At each side of the front door is an 18th-century cannon bearing the
seal of King George III. An iron picket fence encloses tiny garden and
lawn.
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Oldest public building in Charleston, the Powder Magazine is
architecturally unique, an excellent example of preservation and adaptive

Its construction was authorized in 1703 as part of fortificatioms
which enclosed the town with a rectangular wall strengthened by four
Since its completion in 1713, the tiny building has stood as
a Charleston landmark, its location on Cumberland Street placing it within
the 01d and Historic Charleston district now listed on the National Register

Serving during the Colonial and the Revolutionary periods to store
and safeguard the public powder supply, the Powder Magazine reflects the
history of the provinces's struggle against the Indians, Spanish, French,
Deactivated as a powder magazine during the last year
of the American Revolution, the powder magazine in successive years has
s€rved various purposes, including use as the wine cellar of Gabriel
Manigault, one of the wealthiest men in all the American colonies.

Since 1902, it has been headquarters for the National Society of The
Colonial Dames of America in the State of South Carolina, which also
maintains there a museum of colonial Caroliniana.
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This Is Charleston: A Survey of the Architectural Heritage of a Unique

American Clty.

Wooten & Stoney, Charleston.
Houghton Mifflin Co. 1937

‘Carolina

WPA, South Carolina: A Guide to the Palmetto State.

Art Association 1944

Oxford University Press., 1941
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forth by the National/Plark Service. The recommended

pf this nomination is:

level of significang
National iz State [}

Name

Charles E. Lee /

Title _Director, S.C. Department of
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Date  June 14, 1971

National

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

/;Qiif“ A Ziﬁ%ﬁ(ﬂllk/

Register.

Date
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