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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Landward House is a free-standing, three-story brick structure
O' K» «™»»-S*«*~<"*-T- fKKMi-"- ;.-- - ——-• - -..

with a two-story rear portion. The building, in late Italian
tph-,,..z.,-V9U>W*n«W^X.«-- --,--,_.- ,, it,- ,,. - O* „-„»,.,-._.-

Renaissance style with Italianate detail, has a facade of limestone.

Paneled bay windows line all three stories on both the north and the 
^st5utlisidies,anci the attic is treated with segmental arched windows

Except for the addition of a classical gorch and a brick-walled 
garden on the south side of the house, iron balconies over the 
front door and under the front windows, and wrought-iron gates, 
the present appearance of the building is basically the same as 
it was upon its completion about 1871. rn 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Land ward -House* is one of Old'Lquisville's old§^LXSsidences; its 
original architect is unknown. It is representative of the grand, 
19th century residences constructed in Louisville just prior to land 
after the Southern Exposition5. : ' u >

The garden and grounds jwere (designed and
Law Dlmsted,...ctrjcaJ5JO, when the porch was added to the south
side of the building.

Originally erected as a residence for Dr. Stuart Robinson, a colorful 
personality and pastor for 23 years of Louisville's Second Presbyterian 
Church (1858S1881), this/home remained in the Robinson family until 
1909, ( when it was purchased by Dr. Joseph B. Marvin, a practicing 
physician who was on the faculty of the University of Louisville Medical 
School. The last person using the building as a residence was Dr. 
Marvin's daughter, Minnie Norton Marvin Wheeler (Mrs. Blakemore 
Wheeler) who died without issue in 1964.

In 1965, Landward House was purchased and is now protected by a 
landscape architecture firm. The building stands directly adjacent to 
the newly registered St. James-Belgravia Historic District, original 
site of the 1883 Southern Exposition.



"Landward House," Vol. 44, No. 2 The Filson Club Quarterly 117
by Audrea McDowell, April 1970.
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