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The Nathan Cooper Grist Mill is a 3 story random fieldstone 
structure. Built in 1826, the front facade of the building is 
highlighted by rectangular stone lintel with keystones capping the 
fenestration. The 3 bays of the first two floors are spaced 
equidistance from one another and also the buildings 1 corners. 
The stones at the end of the facade are larger than those used in 
the main construction producing a quoin-like effect. The third 
floor, which is above the eaves, also has three bays, but sapced 
closer together than the first two bays. The center bays of all 
three floors are wide doorways to accomodate heavy usage. Near the 
peak is a circular opening. At the peak is a block and tackle 
apparatus .

There is a massive stone chimney off the side of the front 
facade.

Built on a slope, the full basement is clearly exposed in the 
sides and rear of the mill. Fenestrations of these facades are 
irregular.

Apparently originally using a water-wheel the ruins of the 
enclosing wheel house are evident. This foundation, attached 
to the main mill building, is of a different type of construction; 
being dry masonry and of a more regular form.

Presently owned by the Morris County Parks Commission which 
ultimately hopes to completely restore the mill.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nathan Cooper Grist Mill, constructed in 1826, is one of the 
areas few early 19th century stone grist mills and the last remaining 
one in Chester Township. This small mill, only a local concern, 
represents the interdependence necessary between farmers and the 
local miller in the 19th century.

The opening of the Morris Canal and the laying of railroads 
following the first quarter of the 19th centruy caused a decrease 
in the flow of traffic through Chester. In addition, improved roads 
no longer necessitated the formerly common overnight stays of 
travelers. As a result Chester declined economically between 1810 
and 1850.

In spite of this decline in 1826 this grist mill was erected 
by Nathan A. Cooper, who inherited extensive farming lands, an iron 
mine, mineral properties, and a grist mill in 1818 when only 16 years 
old.

The present grist mill, however, does not appear to be the same 
mill property he inherited from his father. Instead, this mill property 
was acquired from Elias Howell in 1825. Howell had a 3 1/2 acre "mill 
lot" which included a "grist mill and saw mill on premises, mill wheel, 
mill stones, with all the machinery contained on the said grist mill, 
also the mill wheel." This mill, which dated to the late 18th century 
was destroyed by fire the same year Cooper acquired the property. 
Cooper then commenced to build the present stone grist mill which 
continued to grind grain up until the turn of the century.

Nathan Cooper (1802-1879) was a notable Morris County citizen - 
a gentleman farmer with ownership in several small agri-industrial 
pursuits. Cooper's influence is indicated in his numerous official 
positions, the most significant of which were Justice of Peach (1834) 
and one of three County Judges (1844). Cooper was also a commissioned 
Brigadier General in the Morris County cavalry of the State Militia.
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