Form No 10-306 (Rev 10-74)

UNITEDSTATbS DtPARTMbNT OF THt INTERIOR

FOR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES

DATE ENTERD DEC

RECEIVED

alr 31108
| 2 1985

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN /yOW 70 COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

INAME

HISTORIC

United States Post Office

AND/OR COMMON

Pal ner Main Post Office
LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Park and Central Streets
CITY. TOWN
Pa Inipr j47jyiCINITY OF
STATE CODE
Massachusetts 01069 990
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP A STATUS
_DISTRICT X-PUBLIC —OCCUPIED
X-BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED
_STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS
_SITE PUBLIC ACOUISITION ACCESSIBLE
—OBJECT ~A_IN PROCESS A—YES: RESTRICTED
—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED
—NO
BAGENCY

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: Iif »pplieabl»l

New England Field Real
STREETS. NUMBER
1050 Waltham Street
CITY TOWN
Lexington 2i/A VICINITY OF

QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC N n

Hampden County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

Rmitfi 181
CITY TOWN
Palmer
e REPRESENTATIONIN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
None
DATE

—FEDERAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

Estate

—STATE

|V/A‘NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Second Congressional District
COUNTY CODE
Hampden JIL5.

PRESENT USE
AGRICULTURE
—COMMERCIAL
—EDUCATIONAL

—MUSEUM
—PARK
—PRIVATE RESIDENCE

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
A"GOVERNMENT SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL TRANSPORTATION
—MILITARY OTHER
and Buildings Office

STATE

Massachusetts 02173

STATE

Massachusetts 01069

—COUNTY —LOCAL

STATE



DESCRIPTION

GONDI TI ON GEK ONE CGHECKONE
JNEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED 2 UNALTERED AORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD J —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The United States Post Office at Palner i s afine exanple of Neo-C assical
design and i s quite significant as a product of the US Treasury
Departnent. Designed in April of 1931 under the administration of Louis A
S non and Janes A Vetnore of the Treasury's Architectural Division, itisa
two-story steel frame structure with buff-colored brick and |inestone

trinm ngs.

It I'slocated onthe outskirts of the Central Business District inwhat is
presently® and has been historically, a predomnately residential
nei ghbor hood.

There | s a predonmi nance of 2-1/2 story wood frame, one andtwo fanm |y houses
to the South andEast of the site. Tothe North diagonally across the
intersection of Park and Central Streets, i sthe Gthic Style gray stone
structure of St. Paul's Universalist Church. Qnthe Northwest side of Park
Street a small one-story brick and wood shingle officebuilding sits. The
remai nder of the surrounding nei ghborhood i s of aresidential scale.

Al'though Irregular in shape the building I's primarily square in plan.
However, when viewed fromthe major approach routes, itsrecessed col onade
entry andcorresponding side facades give the illusion of being rectangular.

The recessed entrance portico served by seven (7) full width granite steps
consists of eight lonic linestone colums sone fifteen feet in height.

The central three bays consist of three pairs of wood doors with one glass"
light andafull height transom above each. The adjacent bays consist of
four w ndow openi ngs of 12/12 doubl e hung wood sashes (each with
uncharacteristic al umnum stormw ndows). Over the transomof each door and
wndowi s aplainface |inmestone plaque. These 12/12 w ndows are repeated
"outside" the portico with oneat each of the flanking bays and on nost of
the other three sides.

O both sides of the granite entrance stairs are the original cast copper
art deco | anpposts set onlinestone plinths. Safety handrails have been
added t othe stairway.

The col umrms support a |imestone and brick frieze, cornice, and ballustrade
that i s continued around the perimeter of the building. Acontinuous
| i mest one base supports the building inits entirety.

Aside fromwater stains along the bricks beneath the scupper areas, the
limestone cap and bal | ustrade sections require repointing. Qherwise, the
building i sin excellent original condition. Theonly alterationis a small
protective canopy over the rear |oading bay. Supported by sinple netal
colums, the original building i s easily discerned.

The lobby area i s for the nmost part, in the original condition. 1In order to



NPS Forni 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
0«) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Piaces
iInventory—Nomination Form

Grtinuation sheet PANER MN N RCsT GFH CGE ltemnuntver 7 Page i

neet the denand for additional box space, the noney order counter was
replaced with rew conpartnents of a type and style that blend inwth the
original boxes. Typical with nost of the post offices today, the original
I ncandescent fixtures have been replaced by fluorescent ones.

Wi te nar bl e wai nscotting surrounds the |obby perinmeter with a gray narble
base and border at the white terrazzofloors.

The wod trimat the wndowand box areas as wel| as the vestibule i sof a
natural finish and has been careful |y maintained. The original brasswork
and entrance doors al so renain.

There are no other buildingson this half acre site, Mture naples and
conifers grace the frontage along Central Street.
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STATEMENT - S QN H CANCEGonpl eted: My, 1932 Cianci Construction @ Contractors

V. A Newton § Gonpany

This Post Officei s afine exanple of Neo-Cl assical design and warrants a
place on the National Register of Historic Places.

Its locationi s a paradox. O the one hand i t was conceived during hte
Depression Eraat a time when t he Federal Governnent wanted to reach out to
local communities. The grand proportion of the structure and the quality
of work certainly bespeak of pride and integrity. O theother hand it i s
lost i naforest of residential hones, away fromthe downtown area.

Symmetry and t he use of classical elements such as thecolimns andt he
sizeabl e entablature they support give an aura of grandeur and artistic
understanding. The utilization of thelight brick achieves a sense of hunan
scal e even at thegrand proportion of the structure.

The cost of construction i n 1931 was $75,9"5.00. Yet even at this prioely
sum thecontractor i sreported to have gone bankrupt. Reports of cl ose
supervision created a building of beautiful construction but few profits. ,
Indeed the original construction record photographs, on file at the Pal mer
Post OFfice, indicatea shift inthelast remining nonths fromthe Cianci
Construction Qonpany, originally awarded the project, the WA Newt on Conpany
who conpleted |t .
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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MMTES POST.-

3 u«MAH. m

FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA02173-0324

June 17, 1985

|
The Hcnorabl e Mark Benoi t

Cliainnan, Board of Selectman, |bwn of |felner
EM mer "lbwn Bui | ding

Pal ner, MA. 01069 t-,.-

Dear Chai rnman Benoit:

The U S Postal Serviceinccenjuncticai with the MissacH usetts Historical
Ccanmssicn i n Boston has evaluated the Main Post Office i nl”l mer and has
determined it issignificant froma historical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the US PDStal Serviceintends to nomnate
this building t othe National Register of Historic Places. V& would, priorto
our taking formal acticai, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

I'f you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter inthe enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely, -

Concur:
Encl osure

IPCI 1t
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

Oct ober 28, 1985

emfy

Ms. Carol O Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation for the post
office located at Park and Central Streets, Hanpden County,
Pal mer, Massachusetts.

If youhave any questions concerning this nom nation, please
cal | ne at 202/268-3107.

'<John S Sorenson _
Realty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure

aJ 31 B





