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Main Street Historic District

Part 7: Description

The Main Street Nationai Regiger Historic Digtrict islocated neer the center of Haverhill, an
industrial city onthe Merrimack River in Essex County, Massachuseits Main Street isone of the primary
corridors within Haverhill's densdy devdoped urban core, an areawhich extends severd blockstothe
eed and wed, spreading north from the river road now known as Washington Street, Merrimack Stredt,
and Water Street. This section of Main Street runs north from the bridge that crossesthe Merrimack, part
of along commercia corridor that runs through most of the city. The linear district includes the town
common on the south and adozen buildings dong the eest and west Sdesof Main Street. Thisindudes a
group of public buildings that have long provided Haverhill's civic and religious leadership. Nearby,
town leaders erected ambitious residences dong the dreet; these now sarve commercid  purposes.

The land within and beyond the district rises toward the north, up from the banks of the
Merrimack. The section of Main Stregt nearest the river was subject to urban renewa redevelopment in
the 1970s and 0 has been excduded from the district. The digtrict thus begins two blocks up the hill with
the town Common, now known as the Grand Army of the Republic Park (G.A.R. Park), on the west 5de
of Main Street. It then extends north from the important intersection of the cross dreets Winter and
Summer north to the intersection of White and Arlington dreets. Two narrow Sregtsdivide the areainto
one large and one small block on eech
dde of Main, Newell Street on the west and Cherry Strest onthe eedt. All of the buildings face Main
Street, with the exception of the former Haverhill High School, now the City Hall, which facesingead to
the south across Summer Strest and down to the river.

(continued)
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Most of the buildingsin the district are st fairly dose to Main Street, with auniform frontage.
The exception isthe Baptist Church, acomplex st farther back from the street. 1n kegping with thehigh
datus of the area, some of the properties have retained granite or concrete retaining walls (First
Church/St. Gregory's, 110 Main Street; Wadleigh Home, 170 Main Street; First Baptist Church, 217
Main; and a 132, 148, and 160 Main Street), and granite pods (148, 185, and 198 Main Street). The
commercid character of the area has led to incursons on the properties lawns, which have in many
ingances been sacrificed to parking lots on the rear or the Sdesof the buildings, but occasondly on their
fronts as well. Most properties now have smal front and dde yards with foundation plantings but few
trees.

Public Buildings and Spaces

Grand Army of the Republic Park (MHC#921) is one of Haverhill's mogt important open
Foeces in the downtown commercid district. Stuated a the intersection of Winter and Main dreets, ona
hill overlooking the Merrimack River, this rectangular park messures 168 acres. Now roughly square in
shgpe, for much of the 19" century the park was atriangle, congisting of the northeest half of the present
park. It was expanded to its present Sze and shepe as part of the urban renewd of the areain the 1970s
The park's present landscape isfairly level with adope a the southem border. 1t is sparsdy planted with
meture chestnut, elm, and meple trees, and afew srubs  There are anumber of benchesaong concrete
wakwayswhich cross through and surround the park.

A number of dructures and monuments are located in the park, mogt dating to its 19" century
heyday, afew to its more recant expansion. At the southwestern corner of the park rises

(continued)
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a contemporary concrete band shell (MHC#922) used for summer concerts. A scrolled, sone drinking
fountain (MHC#923) gands nearby to the north, a Civil War memoria dedicated May 30, 1925,
honoring the veteransof the Union Army; the fountain isno longer operational. Early photographs show
the fountain at the southem tip of G.A.R. Park a the junction of Winter and Main Sreets, suggesting thet
the fountain was moved to its present location after the park was reconfigured. A roughly hewn,
rectangular, stone monument (MHC#924), given by the Daughters of the American Revolution in 1915,
dandsa the northeast comer of the park to commemorate soldiers who fought inthe Revolutionary War;
annud flowersbloom a its base. Atthe esstern edge of the park lies ablack boulder (MHC#925) on
which is a bronze plaque inscribed by the Daughters of the Union Veterans of the Civil War, dedicated in
memory of Civil War soldiersin November of 1939. A few yardsto the south dandsthe bronze Hannah
Dustin Monument (MHC#926), erected in 1879 to commemorate her escgpe from captivity in March
1697 during the Native American conflicts (Chase, 185-186)(photo #1). [The monument spells the
aumame DUSTON; both spellings are common and interchangeable] Four bronze bas-relief pands
ingtalled inthe granite bese depict her joumey. Annua plantings and shrubbsand an iron fence encircle the
datue. Infront of the Dustin Monument to the southeest is an iron cannon (MHC#927) resting on
wooden whedls. Behind the cannon gandsa flagpole (MHC#929) on which fliesthe American flag. To
the southeest of the cannon, adjacent to the Sdewak on Main Stredt, is astone planter (MHC#928),
currently without any plantings or interpretive information. Most recently a Korean War Memorial was
added to the park.

Sitting just to the north of G.A.R. Pak isthe First Parish, Unitarian Church, now St. Gregory
the Illuminator, Armenian Apostolic Church (MHC#703)(photo #2). It now faces Main Street, 110-
130, but was originally oriented toward the Park. Condructed in 1847 and 1848, the building was
designed by Alpheus Gary Morse, and represents an early example of the Romanesque Revival style. The
(continued)
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main block of the building is a gable-roofed nave, six baysin depth, litin the first bay by an oculus and
with compass-heeded windowsin the other five. The central front tower projects from the faBade for
about half of its depth, provides an entry porch, and is surmounted by a pyramidal-roofed belfry. Its
openings are round-headed, including the wide main entry, and paired openings in the belfry. The
cornices of the main block and the tower are enriched with modillion blocks, while a molded belt course
encircles the main block a the levd of the windows and the levds of the tower as well. On the faBade,
the raking cornice istreated with arched corbelling, supported by pilaster girips to create a recessed pand
effect. The church retains itsoriginal bell, marked "George H. Holbrook, East Medway, Massachusts,
1848." In 1884, the church was turned ninety degrees, from facing to the park on the south to Main Street
onthe eed. At the same time, the church was raised on abrick basament faced with granite on the faBade
and gained glasswindowswere added, desgned by Redding Baird & Company of Boston.

The frame building takesthe longitudinal nave plan common in 19* century New England, but
modifications to its interior making it suitable for Armenian Apostolic church services began shortly after
the congregation bought the church building in 1943. The changesincluded adding an dtar and bama,
enclosing the open choir loft & the rear of the church, and adding appropriate dtar lightsand paintings, as
well as covering the wooden ceiling sheathing with plagter; they were completed in 1945. At the front of
the church isa small wooden altar with asanctuary lamp suspended aboveit; twelve similar lamps are
uspended above an dtar rail that separatesthis areafrom the rest of the church. The dtar isflanked on
the left by an organ and organ pipes. A smal bacony protrudes from the reer wall, aremnant of the
former open choir loft, and avestibule containing the front double doors sits between the sanctuary and
Main Street. Among the dementsof the interior that have not changed isthe framing of the ceiling, which
includes four decorative rafterswith collar beamsand king posts. On the walls benegth them and

(continued)
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centered in the sections beneath them are five rounded-top gained glasswindows on each sde. Over the
years ance 1945, members of the congregation have donated funds for the dained-glass windows,
carpeting the church, and providing new ok pews.

The Haverhill City Hall, 4 Summer Street (MHC#711) (photo #3), isa well-preserved,
monumenta structure in the Beaux-Arts Classicad style, originaly built in 1909 to srve as thecity's
High School. The building covers the entire lot between Main and Newcomb drests and its location on
the hill a the intersection of two mgjor streets. Summer and Main, makes it visible from many points in
the city. The U-shgped, 3/2 story block main messhes a 2/4 story block inset between the gems,
producing alargely square mess overall. The massing and detailing on the south facade declares its
importance as the primary accessinto the building. The five-part design hes acentra projecting pavilion
of five bays and the outer three bays project as well. The centrd pavilion is pedimented over the inner
three bays and three arched openings on the first story are centered under two-story lonic columns in
antis. The pavilion's degply-eaved pediment is baanced by triangular pargpets st on the outer projecting
bays The secondary entrances on the Sde devations are lessdaborate but still differentiated from the
otherwise regularly fenedtrated walls. The classically derived decorative detailing includesrusticated
basament and first stories, and primarily emphasizesthe window openings and comice lines. Executed in
contrasting stone, it includes adenticular comice under the broad eaves awide, molded belt course
above the rudticated lower gories, anarrow bt course under the second-gtory window sills and above
the third-gtory lintels; and keystoned lintels above the large-scade, double-hung saeh windows.

Between 1974 and 1976, the High School was converted for its new use as City Hall. Few
changeswere mede to the exterior, and with the exception of the former gymnasium, the overall layout of
the City Hall isthat of the former High Schoal. Only the lights on either Sde of the exterior and the

(continued)
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datue "The Thinker" that sood in front (which was moved to the new high school) have been removed.
The entrance lobby, with itsterrazzo floor, heavy wooden doors, marble paneling and pilagters framing
the entrance, remains dmog &s it looked when the building sarved as ahigh school. Former dassrooms
now serve as offices and conference rooms, albeit frequently divided into smaller goecesby intermediate
partitions and cubiclewalls, and the two-story high school auditorium retains itsformer use, modified
only by the replacement of the wooden seeting with upholstered theater seats Within the former
dassooms, chakboards have bean covered by bulletin boards and wooden floors have been carpeted,
tiled, or sanded and refinished, but the original cupboards with their lower drawers and upper shelves
endaosed in glass-front doors remain. All the interior doors and window ssehes have been replaced by
more modem ones, and the date Snks and other equipment have all been removed from the science
laboratories to cregte additional office goece and conference rooms. The original exposad heating pipes
and the gtained and varnished door and window trim have been retained, sugpended ceilings have bean
placed inall of the rooms and corridors, and additional wiring for the building hes been hidden benegth
dropped ceiling sections that run aong the corridor walls. The two-story gymnadum that occupied the
center of the building wes divided into two usable levels by the addition of afloor between stories and
converted to office goace for school adminigtrators.

The Wadleigh Home a 170 Main Street (MHC#1032) (photo #7) isalarge, two-story, gable-
roofed building Stuated with its gable end fronting on the west 9de of Main Street. The nursing home
wes built in 1953 to replace an earlier building on the ste, and the building takes generdized Colonial
Revival omament. The exterior features abrick first story, ashingled second story, and vertical wood
sding on the gable. The first story faBade features triple-windows on either 9de of acentral doorway
surmounted by a pedimented portico supported by square Tuscan pogsand pilasters, while the second
gory includes three single windows centered over the lower story windows and doorway, with a small

(continued)
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octagona window centered in the gable. The long, south sde is soreened by two shed-roofed porches, an
older one on the rear or west end and alarger and newer one on the front eest end. Regular and
dternating single- and double-windows pierce the second story along its seven bay length, while on the
first floor, where the rear of the building includes an exposad baesameant level, there are doors a ground
levd a the west end, small windows & two levelsin the center, and four windows lighting the eestem
half

The First Baptist Church at 217 Main Street (MHC#708) (photo #6) issat beck on itslot a the
comer of Arlington Stret a the north end of the district. It awel-preserved late Romanesque Revival
brick church, heavily massed, with round-arched windows and low, wide, arched entrances, constructed
in 1883. The facade includesthree substantia messed dements a broad, centered facade gable; aleft-
comer massive tower; and aright-sde square dair bay. A large round sained-glass window under a
broad raised-brick arch surround covers much of the facade gable. A triple-arcaded porch is centered
bdow the window between the corner tower and stair bay. Each arch sorings from afloral-patterned terra
cottacapital. The design isdominated by amassive, 140 foot squaretower, which includes very large
griffins on eech comer a the bes=of its lantern. The largely Romanesque-dyled lantern hes asingle arch
under aribbon of samaler arches on each devation and a projecting bartizan on eech comer. Decorétive
brickwork accentsthe gables gpex and the tower a the comice line. Thetower'sinterior isilluminated
with varying combinations of eongated, recessed windows. Thisfenestrationform isaso usedin
depped fashion on the dair bay and on the auditorium's gable ends The geble endshave araised pargpat
and alarge, round sained-glass window that bisects the comice line under a molded brick arch surround.
A ribbon of extremely dlongated sained glass windows with granite sills is centered under the round
window and bounded by an even more dongated sained-glass window on each sde.

(continued)
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A two-story gabled rear ell connects the auditorium to the one-and-one-hdf story brick, gable
block, the Fellowship Hall, producing an H-sheped footprint. The Sde eevations of the Fellowship Hall
project beyond those of the auditorium. Regularly goaced, full-story gothic windows with granite sills
illuminate the hall's interior oaces Severd additions have been mede to the south dde of the church: a
one-dory brick addition which datesto 1886-1892 filled in the goace batween the auditorium, ell, and
fellowshiphall. Thisaddition now connects the church with the 1955 Education Building, atwo-gtory,
brick, deven-bay modemig structure.

Theinterior of the auditorium isespecidly wdl-preserved. The nearly square sanctuary interior
hes plagter walls and the celling is sheathed in pale wood supported by dark beamsand braces. Filagers
with rosette-decorated capitas frame the raised semi-circular pulpit platform, which dtsdirectly before a
recessad choir | oft flanked on either Sde by organ pipes a the east end of the church. Thefloor'sincline
meeaures nearly two feet with the seetsina semi-circular arrangement around the raised pulpit platform.
The sanctuary islit by gained glass windows and glass hanging lights overhead. The three windows
depict The Good Shepard, the Sigine Madonna and Child, and Hope. Two of the Memorid daned glass
windows were designed by the Bogton artist Lewis B. Flagg. Recently discovered windows from the
origina 1765 Baptist church building have bean illuminated from behind and mounted in the choir loft.
Ba conies running along the 9de walls are reeched by dairways a the sdes near the pulpit; they
terminate in curved sections above doors on the west end, which includes a Sngle wooden door under
each balcony and double wooden doors in the center.

The First Congregational Church at 240 Main Street (MHC#709) (photo #7) dits a the comer
of White Strest & the north end of thedistrict. It exhibits dements of both itsconstructionin 1859 and a
major remodeling of 1916. The building takesthe form of alarge gabled nave fronted by gabled
(continued)
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vedtibules on ether 9de of a center tower with segple Characteristic decorative and massing dements of
its original Romanesque Reviva omament include large dose-sat brackets benegth the eaves,
symmetrica fenestrationwith round-arched windows on the nave, and buttresses. Each of the tower's
devations rises to an arch and isframed by buttresses topped with pinnacles. A triple-arched window is
centered above the recessed arched doorway and single dongated arched windows are centered on the
dde devations. The arched imagery is continued in the paired galleries of the deeple, eech topped by a
clock, ad in the lantern. The gabled vestibules replaced semi-circular ones that held curved sairwaysto
the auditorium in the 1916 remodeling. The brick-faced basament gtory, illuminated with paired windows
in someof the buttressed bays, was dso modified to accommodate severd dassooms. Entries & the
second and fourth bays of the south and north Sde elevations provide access to this gpace A polygona
bay window is located a the first bay on the south 9de elevation. A one-gory brick guild room projects
from the south front corner of the church, congtructed in 1916 and lit with round-headed windows. In
1962 the 1 /2 gtory brick-faced Christian Education Center was added to the rear of the church to
accommodate anursery and Sunday school dassooms. Thirty yeers later an additional one-story
Succoed building was built in the re-entrant angle of the Education Center and church reexr elevation.

Theorigina interior decorative scheme included tromp I'oeil onthe walls and ceiling, and the
gray walls and ceiling were painted to resemble pands and adome, respectively. Upholstered gray
worged damask pew seats continued the color schame and contragted with the black wal nut finish onthe
pews ams and tops. Today, the interior walls are plastered with visible organ pipes on either Sde of en
dtar niche for an organ that dts in the center of the rear of the church, flanked by double doors on each
dde. Three groups of curved pews sgparated by aides fill the rest of the sanctuary, which hesa
decorative pressed-meta ceiling. The mod notable features of this interior are the ten large, dained-glass
dde windows and triptych in the dtar niche, desgned by the Tiffany Studios and added beginning in

(continued)
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1904. Each sde window isin two round-top parts with acenter circular window & the top, all within an
arched window opening. The windows are of the Madonna, Christ in the Temple, Behold a Sower Went
Forth to Sow, Christ and Nicodemus, The Mager Has Come and Callethfor Thee, | Was an Hungered
and Ye Gave MeMedt, the Good Shepherd, the Resurrection, and the Ascenson, atriple window behind
the choir loft. The fellowship hall benegth the sanctuary dso hes adecorative presssd-metd ceiling, as
well as cadt iron pogts supporting the upper floor.

Resdences

Asthe area around the Common and the megtinghouse grew more densdy settled a the tum of
the 18" to the 19" century, large houses were congtructed by members of the town dlite. Early examples
usualy took atwo story height and employed center chimney and center hall forms, known & that time as
double housesin acknowledgement of their ample Sze. Later housesdso digtinguished themsdves in
dze and omament, with many of the town's exceptionally fashionable houses congructed in this area
Few of these houses survived the aredls shift to ingtitutional and commercia purposesa the tum of the
20" century, and more were logt during the urban renewd efforts of thethird quarter of the 20* century.
While the area once included as many as twenty resdences, five survive there today.

The Carleton-Hunking House at 132 Main Street (MHC#704) (photo #2) is one of the few
surviving late 18* century housesin Haverhill, dbet consderably dtered. The houseinitsoriginal form
was a 2/2 sory gambrd block with the gable end facing the sreet, a housetype that was once fairly
common in Haverhill's village center. Inamgjor dteration sometime between 1893 and 1906 the house
wes re-oriented <o the original gambre block's ridge now runs

(continued)
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parale to Main Stret. The Shingle style of the house derives from its complex massing, decorative
sheathing, and to a lesser extent, itsvaried fenestration. The mog significant massing addition isalarge
hipped-roof square bay that is centered on the three-bay facade. Thisbay hes abroad polygonal oriel on
the first story centered under a pair of widely gpecad double-hung sseh windows on the sscond gtory; a
large hipped-roof dormer is centered abovethe second story windows. The left third of the facade hes a
sriesof extended and altemating roof dopesthat alow for an entry bay on the first sory and adair
landing a the second story. Less complex massing additions occur on the building'sother devations.
Additions on the right-side elevation include a shed roof that extendsfrom the gambrd block to the
uare bay'sfirst-storycomice ling; aone-gtory hipped-roof addition in the re-entrant angle between the
gambrd block and square bay; and broad semi-circular hoods above the windows on the gambrd block's
geble end. The small, one-dtory gebled reer ell hes adzable shed-roofed porch on its left-side elevation
that serves as a connector to the pyramid-roofed garagethat is dted paralld to the gambrd block.
Characterigic of the Shingle style, decorative detailing derives primarily from the sheathing materids and
fenedtration. While much of the building is sheethed in shingles, the left and rear Sde devations of the
gambrd block are sheathed in clgpboards.  Window variations include diamond-paned casament
windows inthe hipped dormer; a bowed window on the right Sde eevation of the gambrd block; a two-
sded oriel on the square-bay's right-side elevation; and a square and an ova window that illuminate the
entry bay. Other characteristic detailing includes theflared skirt abovethe bracketed first-story cornice
on the facade's massing additions.

Among the most common housssbuilt inthe areaduring the middle of the 19" century was the
end house, the gable-fronted, side-hall plan type that dominated middle-class housing in New England.
The Bradley House a 193 Main Street (MHC#1033) (photo #8)wes originally a Gresk Revival example
of theform, a2/2-gory end housethat includes a narrower two-story €ll a the rear, digned with the north

(continued)
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dde, and asmall, one-gory extenson a the rear of theell. Although the building hes been dtered
through the application of vinyl siding and the alteration of its openings, photographs of the building
demondrate itsoriginal and quintessential Grecian omament, including the common pilagter-and-
entablature entry trestment, panded pilagters and the comers supporting a broad entablature. Today the
first story faBade has a left-side recessed entry and aright-side window with four sde-by-side fixed
sdhescovered by aprojecting awning. The second story faBade retains three evenly goaced windows,

now with one-over-one saeh, with asngle similar window centered in the gable.

The Carleton House, next door & 185 Main Street (MHC#707), (photo #8) isalarge Itdianate
end house, better presarved than itsearlier neighbor. The massing of this end house includes atwo-gory,
sngle pile cross-geble on the south side, producing an L-shaped footprint and providing additional goece
to the rooms a the rear of the building. Familiar ornament includes panded Tuscan pilasters, degp eaves
with retums, awide cornicewith paired brackets, and molded window hoods supported by brackets above
the second story facade windows. Additional massing includes a square bay window at the sacond pile on
the north lateral wall. A hipped-roof hood with scrolled brackets and drop pendants shieldsthe dde
entrance just behind the bay window. Severd modifications have been mede to thefirst-story bays on the
south Sde elevation: aColonial reviva doorway a the first bay with amodem oriel centered between two
sseh windows a the second and third bays. Thetwo-gory rear ell hes an offset, atached carriage house
The south sde roof dope of the carriage house has been extended down to thefirst-story comice lineto
accommodate a Szegble addition in the re-entrant angle between the ell and carriage house

The Hunklng House at 160 Main Street (MHC#706) (photo #5) isagood example of the
changing popularity of late 19th and early 20th century architectural styles, and in its present form the
building combines Italianateand Classicd Revival dements. Initsorigina configuration and location,

(continued)
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the house was probably a Greek Reviva end house, but it was moved to this site in 1871 and remodd ed
as one of the late 19" century's mog ambitiousforms, the towered villa, richly ornamented with
asndaed Itdianate decorative features. When the building was changed from aresdenceto a mesting
place for the American Legion in 1923, it recaived another dramatic remoddling. Thus, the predominate
Classcd Revival treatment includes the temple front that dominates the gable end of this 2/2 story
upright and wing house.

The four two-story Tuscan columns support afull entablature and pediment with awideraking comice;
full height Tuscan pilagters frame the corners and afan light is centered in the tympanum. Otherwise,
Italianate decorative detailing predominates on the main block and ell, including many facade windows
with pedimented hoods supported by brackets and others, in the second story windows on the wing's
facade, which have bracketed entablatures. The gable ends have paired segmentd  hooded windows
echoing the shepe of the windows in the square bay. Large paired brackets a the comice emphadze the
corners. The symmetrical fenedtration of the upright section illustratesthe interior layout of left Sde
halway and double parlors, where wide French mantles were probably added in the 1870s One massing
dement, added between 1893 and 1906 providesthe only variation to this otherwise rectilinear structure:
atwo-story octagond bay that extendsfrom the left Sde of the offset reer ell. The one-gtory shed-roofed
addition replaced a balconied one-gtory porch and the tower sometime after 1949. A seriesof garrison
colonials were added to the reer in the 1970s or 1980s

The ChaseHouse at 148 Main Street (MHC#705) (photo #4) isawe|-preserved example of
the Stick Style, exemplified by the decorative stick-work that outlinesthe stories and fenestration and
congtructed between 1878 and 1881. The Chase House ismore symmetrica than many Stick styled
houses, a hip-roofed main mass five bayswide and double pile in plan, topped with alarge square

(continued)
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pyramid-roofed cupolathat accentsthe vertical emphads of this structure. The mogt extensve massing
occurs on the building's facade and expands the interior goaces A two-story polygona bay with
pyramida roof coversthe left third of the faBade and a square bay with an open gable covers the right
third. The facade plane isfurther extended by a shed-roofed entry porch centered between these bays,
supported by square pods with capitals and braces acad iron bacony connects the facade bays a the
soond gory. Additional stylish detailing includes broad eaveswith exposed rafter endsand a comice
decorated with paired brackets separated by bulb-shgped vertical boards. Other additionstothe
building's massing include atwo-story square bay augmenting the sscond pile on the south sde elevation,
aguareorid a the sscond bay on the north sSde, and gabled roof dormers centered on each roof dope.
Thethree-bay, two-story, hipped-roof rear ell hes severd extensons which gppeer to be early: a one-story
ell and an open porch. A one-gory shed-roof extenson that covers the left Sde of the ell was added after
1949. Thefront entry hall till retains itsgothic-styled mahogany woodwork. A modern, flat-roofed,
two-bay garageis located in the northwest corner of the property.

Unfortunately, demolition in the areahas bean significant, condgent with the city's experience of
mid-20" century decay and urban renewad. In the 1950s saven residences were demolished on thewest
dde of Main Streat to make way for the shopping center congtructed a 200 Main Street. Onthe east Sde
of Main Street, arow of four houses was demoalished a the comer of Main and Arlington in the early 20*
century, replaced by a filling station which hes snce been demolished as well. Behind the City Hall, a
house, which had more recently been usad by the YMCA, was demolished late in the 20™ century. New
congtruction after the period of significance hes bean rarer, and includesthe shopping center and thelarge
addition to the rear of 160 Main Street. In Spite of these losses, Haverhill's Main Street retains many of
the mogt important monumentsto itsvital and significant history.
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes ae located inthe district, dtesmay be present. Ten Native Stes
ae located inthe generd area(within one mile). Most dtesare located on riverine terraces bordering the
Merrimack River southwest of the district or on terraces bordering severd lakesto the northeaest.
Environmenta characterigtics for some areasof the district represent locationa criteria (dope, soil
drainage, distance to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for locating ancient Native American Stes.
Good soil drainage and level to moderately doping topography is found throughout the district, however,
only the southem portion of the nominated areain the vicinity of the Common or Grand Army of the
Republic Park is located within 1000 feet of the Merrimack River. Given the above information and the
extent of historic land use inthe district, amoderateto high potential existsfor locating ancient Native
American resources inthe Grand Army of the Republic Park. North of the Park, locationa criteriaand
poor integrity indicate alow potential existsfor locating significant ancient Native American resources on
both sdesof Main Stredt.

A moderateto high potentia aso exists for locating historic archaeologica resourcesinthe district,
however, integrity may dso play akey role inwhether any resources survive intact. Locating historic
Stesreported to be on the "Common™ is dso a problem dncethe dimendgons of the Common changed
over fime growing continuoudy smaller. English settlersfirst settled Haverhill incall639. The Man
Street Historic District was included in common lands parcded out to Haverhill settlersinthe 17" and
18" centuries. The Common, later known as City Hall Park and the Grand Army of the Republic Park
conggts of land that remains from the common lands described above. While structurd evidence from
early homestesds may survive inthe district areadating fromthe 17 and early 1S* centuries, no
documented Stesfrom this period have bean identified. Much of the digtrict likely remained common

(continued)
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land usad for agriculture, husbandry and woodlotsinto the 18" century. The Common wes the site of
military training and known as the training field as late as 1792. The areaimmediately north of the
district ees of Main Street and north of Kenoza Street was still known as "the Commons' during the 19"
century. While archaeologica evidence of earlier Stesor famaeads may exist inthe district, the first
documented settlement in this areadates to the late 18" and 19" century as the areawas settled with large
resdential homes occupied by the town elite. Many of these homes, which lined both Sdesof Main
Street, were logt in the 20" century to make room for new development. In the 1950's, saven 19" century
red dences were demolished on the west Sde of Main Street to make way for a shopping center
congructed a 200 Main Strest.  Structurd evidence may survive from these resdences and related
outbuildingsin that area. Occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) and evidence of utilities
(water, gas dectric) that serviced the reddences may dso survive. Similar archaeologica evidence nay
a0 survivefrom arow of four houses demolished a the intersection of Main and Arlington in the early
20" century prior to construction of a filling station. Archaeologica evidence of the filling station, later
demolished, may a0 exist. Structura evidence may dso exist from ahouse originally located behind
City Hall demoalished in the late 20™ century. Archaeologica evidence may survive a the original dte of
the drinking fountain/Civil War Memorial, moved during urban renewa in the mid-20"" century.

(end)
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Main Street Historic District

Part 8. Significance

The Main Stret Higtoric Digtrict isan ingtitutional and commercid corridor in the City of
Haverhill, Essex County, Massachusetts, developed with important public buildings and ambitious
reddencesin the IS* and 19* centuries. Three of Haverhill's oldest congregations built churches here,
choosng large Szes and fashionable Renaissance and Romanesgue Reviva gyles for their construction,
and the city'sClassicd Reviva High School now sarvesas itsCity Hall. Large housesof thecity's dite
aurvive here as well, with fine representatives of the Itaianate, Stick, and Shingle tyles. During the 20*
century, these red dences were tumed to commercia purposesand a portion of the larger district was
demolished during urban renewa, but this surviving section of the corridor preserves much of the
character of the larger area The Main Stret Higtoric District medscriterion A of the National Regiger
of Historic Placesfor itsassodiation with the 19 century development of Haverhill's dense downtown,
and criterion Cfor itsassociaion with the deveopment of stylish urban building types and ornament, a
the locd level of significance. The didtrict retains integrity of setting, location, design, workmanship,
materids, feeling, and association.

Haverhill isone of the Commonwedth's larger industrial communities, part of the string of large
cities dong the Merrimack River that includes Newburyport, Lawrence, and Lowell. The city dts agride
the river and isbounded by New Hampshire on the north. The bulk of Haverhill's dense urban
development is located a its geographic center, near the primary bridge acrossthe river a the foot of
Main Street. It sretchesin awide arc north of the river, extending about two milesto both the eest and

(continued)
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the west of the bridge and reaching about an equd distance to the north, an eareanow demarcated by the
path of Route 1-495. A smdler dense areais located acrossthe river in the formerly sgperatetown of
Bradford, where asmdler arc of development extends under amile from the bridge. Land in Haverhill
rises from the riverbanks to a number of hills that remain dear of development, and the arealisdrained by
anumber of large ponds and reservoirs as well as the Little River, which flows into the Merrimack.
These aressremained agricultural in cheracter as the city grew in the 19* century and have experienced
more recent suburban overlays.

The Main Street Historic District isacentral and critical component within thet large, densdy
sttled section of thecity. Asthe location of the town's Common and the First Church Meetinghouse, it
was the focusfor the early development along the river and remained in that critical role as the urban core
expanded. Over the 19* century, as functionally separate neighborhoods developed. Main Street
maintained itsrole as the site for civic buildings, the city'srich array of religious and cultural institutions,
as well as many of the resdents of the elite. By the end of the 19* century. Main Street was surrounded
by these specidized arees along commercia corridor aong the river roads and continuing dong Main
Stregt in Bradford; a shoe manufacturing and railroad zone a the westem edge of the core; and extensive
resdentia neighborhoods rising up the hillsddesand providing distinctive communities for the city's
diverse population. The 20* century saw a slowing of growth in Haverhill, with the decline of the shoe
industry and the deterioration of industrial communities generaly. The city suffered like its neighbors,
and urban renewd took the lower section of the Main Street corridor. Still, the vast magjority of the city's
historic landscape remains intact, an important monument to the importance of the shoeindustry in
Massachusetts, and awell-preserved example of the urban industrial landscgpe of a century ago.

(continued)
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English sattlersfirst occupied Haverhill after citizens of Newbury petitioned for additiona land in
1639 and were granted the new plantation of Pentucket aong the Merrimac River. Many of the first
stlers camefrom that neerby town and from Ipswich, and they quickly established a proprietorship that
would control the distribution of land in the new community. Like other Massachusatstowns of the 17+
century, Haverhill s&t aade a number offieldsfor communa use as commons, primarily for the grazing
of livestock, as well as retaining the remainder of the land in common, held by the town's proprietors.
From their bank of common land, the proprietors laid out parcds and rightsto settlers in a series of land
distributions over the course of the 17 and 18* century. The Common, later known as City Hall Park
and Grand Army of the Republic Park, condgsof land remaining from these commons, located inthe
central section of Haverhill on the west dde of Main Street. In thisvicinity, settlers house lots were laid
out, with other fieldsfor plow land and meadow laid out further to the north, eest, and west. Haverhill
built its first meetinghouse, as was required of al Massachusdtstowns, to the east of the houselots,
where the Linwood and Pentucket burying grounds are now located, north of Water Sireet and et of
Mill Street. Then, inthe 1690s, the town decided to build a sscond medtinghouse and to rdocate it to the
wes on the present Common. John Sargeant Hazdtine built the meetinghouse, which measured 50 feet
long, 42 feet wideand 18 feet stud, & acog of 400 pounds, it was patterned after the Reading Meeting
House Thetown's first bell was imported from England and hung in the belfry of the church in 1748.

During the colonial and early nationa period, the Common took on a number of specid functions
that distinguished it from the pagture commons, serving as acentra location for avariety of town
buildings and structures. A two-gtory wetch housewas erected a the rear of the church in 1723, which
a0 saved as the town's first schoolhouse. A new, third medtinghouse was condructed in 1766,

(continued)
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messuring 66 feet in length, 49 inwidth, with a Segple and tower, & acog of 1000 pounds. The
Common wes the dte of militia training and was called the training field as late as 1792. The dimendons
of the Common & this time are not known, as the areawes part of the commonly held land and secondary
ources have not described particular boundaries during this period. Like many commons of the colonia
period, this one islikely to have become amdler with time, as roadways were laid inthe vicinity and the
dengty of the town center increesed.  Although the Common was hardly a park, as the 18* century
progressed, discussion of sycamore planting presaged the new image that emerged during the middie of
the 19* century.

The areaaround the Common was aso changing during this period, becoming adistinct village
within the town landscape. Unlike many Massachusatts communities, Haverhill's position on the
Merrimack provided its citizens with additional employment opportunities provided by the river and the
Atlantic outlet, in thefisheriesand in trade. Thisdiversity resulted inaclustering of settlement there that
predaied the generd pattern in the region, more closaly resembling the port towns than the agricultural
towns of the interior, but stretching aong the river banksrather than clustering a the harbor. By 1831,
dense sttlement extended a ong the Merrimack River on the road now known as Washington,
Merrimack, and Water dreds, to the eedt to the intersection with Mill Street and to the west to
Washington Square. Development extended up Main Street as far as the present Kenoza Street, and a
grid was beginning to develop inthe area between the river road and the upper parald roads. Summer
Street to the eedt and Winter Street to the west. The eagtern section included four parallel north-south
dredts, while to the west, was an intermediate ees-west road, later Fleesant Street, and two parallel north-
south roads. Nearest to the water, commercid development focused and brick blocks of the familiar
three-story  hip-roofed form were captured in photographs. The number of public buildingswas

(continued)
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increasing, as the First Church wasjoined by the Eagle Hotel, on lower Main Street, as well as the first
district schooal, just behind the First Church. The area eedt of Main Street, then still known as Common
Street, and north of Kenoza Street was still known as "The Commons' and the powder house wes till
located there.

Although mog of the housesthat once occupied this area have not survived, there is graphic
evidence that dlowsarecongruction of the landscgpe a thistime. Aswas the casein mogt villages of the
early 19* century, housing here included some of the largest and ambitious in town. Main Street itself
and the northem, uphill sde of Summer Siret were developed with Federal and Gresk Revival styled,
large-scded elite housing. Among the mogt traditional were the center chimney houses, familiar from
Haverhill's agricultural landscepe as well as its emerging village. Some of these survived to be
photographed, and the Carlton-Hunking House & 132 Main Stret, said to have been built in the 1790s
was probably of this type before its later remodeling. The housgsorigina configuration consged of a
gambrd block with narrow end to the dreet with two reer dls or additions. One early owner issaid to
have been Michael Carleton (1793-1838), a successful dockmaker and tinsmith, followed by William
Carleton, presumably a son and the founder of Carleton College in Michigan. Larger houses more likely
to have employed the central hall plan favored by local dites, were a0 condructed, including the First
Paridh's parsonage, alVi gory Georgian double house, which dated to 1773 and once stood & the comer
of Main and Summer dredts it was later updated with a Gresk Reviva portico by Moses Nichols. The
A.A. Sargent house on Summer Street wiss atwo-story hip-roofed Federd style house, later dtered to
srve as the Elks Hall, while next door was the Haich-Newcomb duplex, half of which was later moved to
Newcomb Street. Perhgps the most ambitious housewes that built by Maoses Moody & the comer of
Summe and Main gtreets, on the site now occupied by the Public Library. The large square Neo-classical

(continued)
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main block was covered by a hip roof and entered through a recessad entry screened by |onic columns,
while adesp rear ell featured atwo-story bowed porch with lonic columns as well.

Asthe town and the region progpered and grew, the number of new socid ingtitutions grew as
well, as schools, churches, and voluntary associations aroseto sarvethe expanding and varied populace.
Education was particularly important, and the center village could boagt both the district school and later,
after 1837, an acadamy as well. The region had aso become more diverse initsinitsfaith, and Haverhill
was no exception, with a Baptist church formed as early as 1766, located west of the Common on
Merrimack Street, and a Universalist church formed in 1811, building their mestinghouse on Summer
Strest in 1825. Within the First Church, Congregationdists and Unitarians came into conflict, leading the
former to withdraw and form their own church in 1832 and build off lower Main on Vestry Street two
years later. Astendons developed between the Town and the Firgt Parish over the separation of church
and gate. First Parish clamed the medtinghouse as its property in 1827, charging the town afee of $30
for use of the church for town meetings. When the town refused to pay in 1837, the Parish, in exchange
for the Marsh Lot north of the Common, quit claimed to the town the land on which the mestinghouse
gdood for use as "an omamental common” on which no new buildings could be built. The second
mestinghouse was demolished, and the new one was congtructed on the lot acquired for the purpose on
the oppogite sde of Crescent Stredt, the short street that ran acrassthe top of the Common, linking Winter
Street, which tumed to the south a that point, to Main Street.

This pattem, of turning the traditional Common into atown park, was repeated in many New
England towns during this period and Haverhill townspeople took an active role initsconversion. In
1844, under overdght by the Ladies Association, the Common was "suitably endosad and laid out,”

(continued)
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improved with pathsand fenced. The sycamoreswere replaced with em trees and the hay scaleswere
removed. In 1847 the Shendone Society, named for en English horticulturist, formed to improve the park
and crested manicured walkways, installed benches to sset two hundred, and contributed plantings over
the years. Photographsdated 1867 may illustrate the fencesingtalled a that time, composed of narrow
picketsjoined by round rails, with pillars marking the comers and openings into the Common; to limit
traffic into the park to pededtrians, the wide openings were screened by bollards. Smal numbers of
wooden backless benches can d 0 be ssen inthese images, as well astall lamps. The town pump was
located a the Common and called into service during an unsuccessful attempt to save the neighboring
Firgt Church Unitarian from burning January 1, 1847.

When the church began to plan for rebuilding, they hired aloca man, Alpheus Cary Morse
(1818-1893) to provide them with plans, in collaboration with John D. Towle, aBoston contractor.
Educated a the Haverhill Academy, Morse hed trained in painting with Washington Allston andin
architecture with Alexander Parris in Bogton, and toured Italy earlier inthe decade He designed
Haverhill's rural cemetery, Linwood, and took some Boston commissions, but the bulk of his career wes
goent in Providence, where he is best known for Rhode Idand Hospital (1868) and Sayles Memorial Hall
a Brown University (1879-91); he dways favored the Renaissance Revivd style. That same year the
town congructed aTown Hall on the west Sde of Main Street south of the Common, an end gabled
building with abell tower and a portico of rusticated columns.

These improvements were paralleled by the growth of the villagethat surrounded it. The grid
that was nasoant in 1831 was fully formed by 1851, and extended from Whittier Square on the eedt a Mill
Street to the present Essex Street & Washington Squeare on the west, and filled with perpendiculars esfar

(continued)
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north as White and Arlington streets The riverside corridor remained afocusfor manufacturing, retail
dores and warehouses, and the dendty there increesad with the construction of more and larger brick
blocks. The higher areas, overlooking the river, were primarily residential, with particularly ambitious
housss lining Main, Summer, and Winter streets More of the town's public buildingswere located here,
including the pogt officeon the west Sde of lower Main Street, the Center Congregationa church, on
Vestry Stret just off the eestem Sde of lower Main Street, and the First Congregationa Church, which
aurvives a the corner of Winter and Main sreets 1t was organized in 1859 as the North Church & the
home of Moses How neer the church's present location, by a group of 100 former membersof the Center
Congregationdist Church. The church building, desgned by John Stevens, was congtructed for $30,000.
Stevens (d. 1882), a Bogon architect active inthe 1850s 60s and 70s designed many churches in New
England, including the Old South Congregation Church in Andover, and building as far avay s New
Brunswick, Canada. Another body of hiswork were the buildingsdone for Cyrus Wakefield in
Wakefidd, MA, where Stevens a0 resided.

Severd more houssswere added along Main Strest & this time, including two end houses
surviving Sde by sde.  Probably the earlier of the two isthe Bradley House a 198 Main Strest, the
property of Samud Presoott and Emmeine Bartlett Bradley. Bradley was a successful dry good
merchant, and his daughter, who occupied the house until her desth in 1918, gave many family heirlooms
to the Haverhill Historical Society. Jacob Caldwell, the original owner of the Cadwell-Carleton House
next door & 1856 Main Stredt, indicated inan 1850 sde notice that the house "hes been built but a few
years" At that timethe 27 x 33 foot house had a piazza on front, and the interior arrangement included
two parlors with folding doors, dining room, kitchen, and storeroom, five degping rooms, and alarge
attic. Outbuildingsincluded awood house and anew 20 x 22 foot bam, and the grounds included a

(continued)
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garden and fruit trees. The next owner, JamesH. Carleton, with whom the house is historically identified,
gopears to beresiding in the house by 1867, and like many arearesdents, he was a prominent and active
citizen as ajeweler, busnessman, and public benefactor. 1n 1840 he bought out his father's interests and
esablished Carleton & Kimball, silversmiths, and by the 1860s he was the owner of the Haverhill
Aqueduct Company that supplied dean water from Kenoza Laketo the village. Carleton resded in this
house until hisdesth inthe 1890s Other houses congtructed in the area probably during this period
include the How House on the east Sde of Main, probably originally aFederd double house, but
expanded with avery high mansard roof and Itdianatetrim, and the neighboring Butters House, alarge
Gresk revival double housewith alarge clerestory monitor.

Haverhill continued to grow, incorporated as acity in 1870, and another round of improvements
occurred in the Main Strest area. A new Town Hall was desgned in 1861 by John Stevens, a large brick
Italianate block with two asymmetrica towers on the falade; when it bumed in 1838, it was replaced with
abuilding differing only in the form of thetowers. Similar in materials and omament wes the new High
Schooal, built in 1874 on Winter Street behind the First Church, and the Public Library built in 1875 on
Main nearly oppodte the City Hall. The park was improved as well, surrounded by an iron fence, a
drinking fountain was added to the lower entrance, aVictorian syle music gand was erected in the center
of the park, and the Hannah Dustin Memoria weas dedicated in 1879 as a gift from the Honorable R. J. M.
Hae Thefirst and lagt of these survive; the mudic sand took the common octagond form, with a tumed
rail, pogswith jig-sawn trim, and a pointed roof trimmed with scalops. Newspaper accounts show that
the cogt of that fence (between $5,000-57,000) and the use of the park as afrequent playground for school
children of the nearby Whittier School were controversid issues, as the town tried to both retain the park
for public use and maintain its landscape. Historic photographs from this period provide dear images of

(continued)
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the park a itsheight in terms of plantings, landscape features, and other improvements. The fence was
composad of sheped baudters, with pillarsat the openings and new bollards acrassthose openings.

Still more ambitious houseswere added to the areaa the end of the 19* century. The Hunking
House was built by Caeb Duston Hunking in 1848 for his bride Sareh and was originally located & the
intersection of Merrimack and How streets Historic photographs sugges the house in itsoriginal form
was atwo-story end house sited perpendicularly to the dreet, with aone- gory porch along the longwall.
The building was moved to its present location in 1871 & which time the masing and decorative
detailing were stylistically updated to an Itdian villa form, among the mog ambitious of the period.
Hunking (1805-1872) died shortly after the building'srelocation. A shoe manufecturer a Hunking &
Hewes, Hunking was a prominent and active Haverhill resdent. Hiswife Sarah resded in the house until
her degth after 1915. In 1878 the heirs of Rufus L. Chasg, another shoe manufacturer, purchesed the Dow
and Ames estatesin order to condruct an "degant resdence’ replacing the preexisting sructures. The
house, begun the next year, was desgned by local architect C. Willis Damon who designed a number of
Stick styled housesin Haverhill. Itdian artisanswere hired to carve the woodwork and staircase. JaneP.
Chase, Rufus widow occupied the house until her degth in 1912,

Still more churches were added dong Main Stredt, as the city accommodated larger numbers and
a more diverse population. The construction of the First Baptist Church in 1883 demondrated how
closdy identified with churchesthe areawas, when the congregation choseto move from its Merrimack
Street |ocation, as that area became more uniformly commercial. The church was designed by Edgar A.
P. Newcomb, a Bogion architect. Newcomb was in partnership with his father Levi as L. Newcomb &
Son, designing structures in mostly eaborate period styles. Newcomb had his own firm by the early

(continued)
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1890s and in 1901 he moved to Hawaii. 1n 1836, the First Church, Unitarian, mede a significant change
by tuming its building 90 degrees to face Main Street indeed of the Common. At the same time, the
basament was expanded and improved and avestry was added to the west end. At the Congregeationd
Church, plans were mede for remodding by Chester A. Brown of the Bogton firm Cram & Fergusonin
1916. the building wes raised on abrick, buttressed basement and the half-round sections of the vestibule
wes replaced by gabled ones. Tiffany Sained-glass windows were dso added to the sanctuary during this
period. Methodist Churches were a0 buih in the areg, Gothic churches on both Winter and lower Main
Sredts.

The lagt major public building added to the area, congtructed in 1909, was the new Haverhill
High School. It replaced two historic Haverhill houses that epitomized the early Sagesof devdopment in
this section of the Highlands. The origina plans for the high school were made by C. Willis Damon, the
well-known Haverhill architect who was respondble for many resdences and public buildings. His
designs mog frequently usad Queen Anneand Shingle styles. Damon's early plans were modified by the
Bogon firm Kilham & Hopkins, who a the time specidized in public schools, urban gpartment houses
and large-scded arts-and-crafts and colonial-reviva styled homes primarily in the Boson areg; after
1910 the firm became better known for itsreform housing projects. Haverhill High School was later
immortalized as Riverdde High in the " Archie" comic strip, beginningin 1941. Bob Montana (1920
1975), the strip's creator, was a Haverhill native and based the characters Archie, Jugheed, Betty,
Veronica, and Reggie on hisfriendsand dassmnates "The Thinker" sat infront of the schooal, just esit
did in the comic strip, and was moved to the new high school in the 1960s

The large building, designed to accommodate 900 pupils, included an impressve array of specid

(continued)
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goecesfor the education of alarge urban population, and its plan was organized around a large central
goacefor the gymnasium and auditorium, with long corridors forming an outer ring on al Sdes. The main
ground floor included the school's auditorium in the center of the building, with various school offices
aong the south or front of the building, and dassooms, with supporting toilets and cosats, aong the
remaining corridors. The plan of the floor above was similar, including the auditorium's bacony, a
library and rooms for clerical training along the south 9de, and dasssooms arayed dsawhere.  The third
floor is U-dhaped rather than square, as the gymnasum and auditorium section does not rise to this height,
and included the school's laboratories, science dassooms. The basament included the building's hegting
sygem aong the north, the school's gymnasium, with flanking showering and locker aressin the center
under the auditorium, and along the south, the kitchens and lunch rooms as well as the manud training
rooms. The building wes used as the Haverhill High School until 1963. For the next six years it was used
by other educationa institutions, including a community college.

Changes to the areaduring the 20* century can be noted in anumber of pattems. Reflective of
the City's changing population, the First Church Unitarian was dissolved in 1925, and the building wes
taken over by the Episcopa Church of St. John the Evangdist. Nearly twenty years later, when that
church merged with Trinity Episcopd, this building was teken over by the Armenian community, which
had been meseting a Trinity Snce 1923. Armenians cameto Haverhill beginning in the 1890s and
especidly after the Turkish massacres of 1915 st many to the United States. Their church is part of the
Monophysite branch of Eagem Orthodoxy, which emphagzesthe single nature of Jesus Christ and which
formed the majority in Armenia. The Armenian Apostolic Church in Americabecamethe largest and
mogt progperous of Monophysite groups. 1n 1945 the church was consecrated as S Gregory the
IHluminator Armenian Apostolic Church. Particularly telling were the changesto the residentia

(continued)
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architecture in the areg, as some of the houses were subdivided into gpartments and later shifted to
commercid uses The Bradley housewas mostly vacant during the 1920s and 1930s, and wasthen
subdivided into three gpartments, as was the Caldwell-Carleton house The Carleton-Hunking housewes
dtered to its presant configuration, and in 1910 the house was sold to Drs. George F. and Mary Ban-
Home, homeopathic physcians. Demolitions of housssin the areaoccurred as well, including the
houses on the eet Sde south of the Baptist Church, to make room for the new Education center for the
church. Built in 1954, the building included offices for the pagor and other church workers, achapd,
parlor, library, and dassooms; it wes desgned by Clinton Fogster Goodwin.

The larger, more ambitious houses were turned into meeting halls or other more collective uses
After the deeth of the last Chaseresident, the Chase House was sold to the Knights of Columbus in 1917
and the present owners. Dole & Childs Funerd Home, acquired the property in 1932. The firm hasits
roots in the partnership of Randal & Cummings, who did businesson Merrimack Street through the
middle decedesof the 19* century. Later it was acquired by Fred G. Richards, the owner of alargeand
complementary livery busnesson lower Main Street. The firm motorized itsfl eetin 1919 and bought the
house, they noted, because the bereaved nesded more goacious accommodations for funerals than those
provided by the period's smdler housing options. At the Hunking house, daughters Sarah S Cheney and
ClaraL. Hunking resded in the houseuntil 1923 a which time the building was sold to the American
Legion of Honor. Mrs. Cheney |eft the Legion $2,000 as amemoria to Hunking to be usad for building
maintenance, as long as the Legion owned the building. The Legion made a number of changesincluding
remova of the carriage house and tower and the addition of the temple front. Nearby, the housea 170
Main Street was converted to the Sarah White Homefor Aged Men in 1934, providing lounge and library,

(continued)
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kitchen, dining room, and matron's gpatment on the first floor and bedrooms in the two floors above.
That building was demolished and the present building built inits place in 1953, after which it was known
as the Griffen-White Home for Aged Men; it was taken over by the Y.M.C.A. in 2001 and is now known
& the Wadleigh-Griffin Resdence

Changes cameto the Common as well. The wooden bandgand, ina date of decay, was removed
in 1915 after forty yearsof service. A granite boulder was instaled in its place as a Revolutionary War
memorid by the D.A.R. to commemorate the place where militia trained during Colonial and
Revolutionary times. On May 30, 1925 the city voted to rename the park Grand Army of the Republic
Park. Although the perimeter fence was removed, those around the Dustin monument and the cannon
remained. Benches with iron besssand wood dat seatsline the paths. Asthe 20* century progressed,
the plantings of the park diminished significantly innumber and the iron bencheswere later replaced by
cadt concrete and wood benches

In an effort to revitalize Haverhill's ailing downtown, to boogt its economy and reputation as an
urban cultural center, Haverhill gpproved adrategic urban renewd plan in June of 1959. In order to
achieve these gods the city's physica landscgpe hed to be dtered. Older buildings that hed falleninto
decay were eventually demolished after being vacated or taken through eminent domain. A wide sweth
was cut through the city center, with the newly expanded G. A.R. Pak a its center, as blocksof buildings
were demolished, including City Hall. Haverhill's plan was put into action during the 1970s and GAR
Park was expanded westward, increesing its Sze to 73,181 square feet. It wes re-graded a Winter Street
and vehicular traffic patterns surrounding the park were dtered. Winter Street now runs straight through
Crescent Place and no longer tums to the south. At the southern border of the park Bailey Boulevard

(continued)
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(formerly Hessant Street) mns west to eedt through the areathat condsted of Pleasant, Court and Spring
dreats and FHessant and Sdtongtdl courts, on which sood commercia, industrial and single and
multifamily residential properties. In 1974 atwo-year conversion was begun to accommodate the High
Schoal building's new use as Haverhill City Hall. Other demolitions included the houses on the west Sde
of Main Street south of the Congregational Church, demolished to make way for the shopping center a
200 Main Street, and those behind the City Hall, to provide a parking lot for the City Hall. Primarily
aurrounded by office buildings and parking lots, GAR Park today servesas an oadis of greenery with
umme music concerts a the new band shell and public events hogted periodically on the site.

In spite or perhgps because of these significant losses Haverhill soon launched an important
campaign to preserve other of its historic landscgpes The Whittier Homesteed wes listed on the National
Regiger of Historic Flacesin 1975, the City's first property to be so designated; itsneighboring hay fields
were protected by a preservation regtriction in 1998. During the mid 1970s, the City established three
loca historic districts: the Rocks Village Didtrict a the town's eestern edge, an early riverside village
(1974) ; Bradford Common, the center of Bradford'svillage and including portions of Bradford College
(1975) ; and the Washington Strest Shoe District, a section of the large downtown where shoe factories
had bean congtructed after the fire of 1882 (1976). These areeswere listed on the National Register of
Historic Hacesas well, in 1976, 1977, and 1982 respectively. Since then, four properties were added to
the National Regigter during the 1980s including the Primrose Street Schoolhouse, 71 Primrose Street
(1983); the Pesbody School, 170 Sdem Street, and the School Street School, 50 School Stret, (both
1986); and the Intervale Factory, 402 River Street (1988). 1n 1990 and 1991, five properties were listed
on the National Register as part of the Thematic Survey of First Period Buildings of Eagem
Massechusetts, including the DavisHouse on Merrimac Road near Amesbury Line Road, the Dustin

(continued)
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Hous= a 665 Hilldale Road, the Emerson Housea 59 Pentucket Street, the Hadtings Morse Housea
595 Ead Broadway, and the Hazen-Spiller House @ 8 Groveland Street. Beginning inthe early 1990s
Haverhill's Community Development department has underwritten survey, particularly inthe residential
aress neax the city center, including the Acre, Mount Washington, the Highlands, and more of Bradford.
With this nomination, Haverhill addsits ingtitutional center to this important list of historic properties.

Archaeologica Significance

Despite a long history of amateur and professional archaeology in Essex County, one of the higher site
dengtiesfor counties inthe gae, and the location of Haverhill within the tidewater zone of the
Merrimack River, patterns of ancient Native American settlement are poorly documented inthetown.
Any Native dtesthat survive in Haverhill could potentially be significant. Ancient dtesinthis areamay
contribute important information on Native American subsgence and settlement activities inthe Lower
Merrimack River Valley, especidly the downtown Haverhill locale between the confluence of the Little
and Merrimack Rivers and severad  ponds near Kenoza Lake. Recent sudy of artifact collections a the
Haverhill Historical Society's Buttonwoods Musaum have indicated the above areg, which includes the
district, may be an important Native American core areg, possibly for ceremonid or buria functions.
Any dtesthat survive inthe district may contribute scientifically collected and systematically controlled
datato help better underdand artifact collections from dtesin the area

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to contribute important information
on Haverhill'searly settlement, including the division of its common lands. Additional historical

ressaerch combined with archaeological survey and testing may locate examples of 17 and 18* century

(continued)
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sttlement known to exist in the district area Dead research combined with archaeological testing may
document when common lands were divided, what parcadswere included in eech division and the
geographica relationship of sructures and resdential dtesto common lands.

Historical and archaeologicad research in the district may dso contribute important socia, cultural, and
economic information on Haverhill's more affluent 19 century population that congructed numerous,
but now largdly gone, two-story housesin the district. Archaeological reseerch may recover information
relating to the architectural details of individual homes, property layout, and changesthat occurred to
homesfrom the early 19* to early 20* centuries. Information may be obtained from Main Street houses
no longer extant that documents when municipal utilities were provided to housesin the areaand how
these services may have varied within the Main Street neighborhood.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description:
The boundaries of this district follow the property lines that have bean historically associated with the

resources included withinit.

Boundary Justification:
The boundaries of this district were drawn to include the City's important surviving public buildings
aong Main Street.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Claire Dempsey

Date August 2002

Negatives: with photographer

Photos 1 and 2 ae 8' X 10"

Photo 8 was taken by Philip Bergen, November 2002, negative a& MHC.

1  G.A.R. Pak, commemorative cannon, Duston satue, view facing north

. Gregory's Church, Carleton-Hunking House, view looking northwest
Haverhill City Hall, Old High Schoal, view looking north
ChaseHouse, 148 Main Street, view looking west

First Baptist Church, 217 Main Street, view looking eedt
First Congregationa Church, 240 Main Street, view looking northwest

2

3

4

5. Hunking House, 160 Main Street, view looking west

6

7

8  Bradley, Carleton Houses, 193-185 Main Street, looking east
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
March 4, 2003 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad plesse find the foll owing nomination form:
Main Street HD, Haverhill, (Essex), MA

The nomination hes beaen voted digible by the State Review Board and has been Sgned by the
Sae Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Heese note that the large photogrgphs are color-processed black and white images, but are
adequatdy supplemented by the small, black and white-processed views.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Frieaberg
Nationd Regider Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission
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cc. LisaDeMeo, Haverhill Historicd Commisson
John Guerin, Mayor, City of Haverhill
John Nazaretian, Director of Community Deveopment
Claire Dempsey, Preservation Consultant

& William Pillsbury, Planning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
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