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Addr ess G A R Hghvay (U S Re. 6)
Historic Kane Church of Christ, Svansea

[al so: First Christian Congregational Church]
Phato (3'x3" or 3'x5", black and

white) Indicate address of Wse:  Present Rel i gi ous services
property an back of photo.
Staple to left side of form. Original  Religious services
DESCR PTI QN
Date 1733

Source Church records/D. H Hurd

Style Q eek Revival
Architect unknovn
Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Vall Fabric clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
betwean inventoried property and nearest Qut bui I di ngs none

inter section(s).
Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates!

enl argement/int. renovations (1873);
1-story education wing, Eside (1965)

(see attached mep) Condi tion good
Mved no Date
Acr eage | ess than oneacre
Setting heavily devel oped commer ci al

area with mpjor traffic along G A R

hi ghway
UMREFERENCE 19 314980 4624300 Recorded by H Pierce/ K. Val ente/ K. Brooner
LSS QAONIE  Sonerset, M\ 1985 Organi zation Svansea Historical Conm ssion

SAE 1: 25000 Dat e 1978/ March 1986/ Cct ober 1989



NATI ONAL. REG STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i1 appl i cabl e)

Church of Christ, Smansea (nowthe First Christian Congregational Church) retains integrity
of location, design, materials, workmanship, and associationand is significant on the
local level. Thechurch nmeets Criterion Afor its assocations with the non-sectarian
Christian church organized i n thetow inthe late 17th century, and Criterion Cas an
important |ocal exanple of Greek Revival architecture. The church also nmeets Criterion

Consideration Aas areligious property deriving its primry significance from architectural
distinction and historical inportance.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNFI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate interras of
other buildings within the commnity.

The present church is thesecond onthe site. Thefirst meetinghouse, built in 1720 of

oak and chestnut timbers, was unique inthat it washeated. [Hurd and Hutt] | n 1815,

the roof of this square nmeetinghouse was bl own off, and replaced sothat the forner

ends of t hestructure became t hesides. Dedicated i n1833, the present 17-story

structure i s of rectangular massing with a pedimented gabl e-front facade. Six paneled

pilasters partition thefacade into bays, the center bay containinga double-door

entrance i n around-arched surround. Long double wi ndows flanking the entrance are

topped with ogee-arched heads; another blind ogee fan omanents the pediment. Rising

fromthe two-stage square tower i s anoctagonal cupola with |ouvered pointed-arch

openings. (Gabled one-story extensions totherear (north side) of the buildingare

likely the result of the 1873 renodeling vhich focused ontheinterior. Anorgan builtin

the church i n1868 by E & G Hook was restored i n1953 and repaired i n1978. The

enpire pulpit was agift from theCentral Congregational Church, Fall River, i n 1875.
HSICRCAL SSGNF CANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history and how t he

building relates tothedevel opnent of the comunity.

The Church of Christ, Saansea was formal |y organized i n1693. Services held asearly
as 1680, however, nay qualify the congregation as one of the ol dest i n New Engl and. [Swnansea
Tercen.] The church ishistorically significant for its ecclesiastical independence,
never having had a legal connection with the town and therefore never supported by
taxation. Thechurch inposed no doctrinal tests asconditions of adm ssion, and was
open t oall Christiansregardl ess of the specific tenets of their faith. 1n1725 the
nenters decided t oreceive additional nenbers only by t he"laying on of hands." The church
was briefly associated with theSix-Principle Baptist Church of Snansea from 1803

* 101820 and thereafter operated independently.

During the 18th and early 19th centuries, thepastors of the church were all nenbers

o of the Mason fam |y, descendants of Sanson Mason, who cane t o Arerica i n thelatel7th
century. The Qeek Revival building was constructed during the pastorate of Richard
Davis (Nov. 1830-May 1833), although the structure was not ready for occupancy until t he
begi nning of the mnistry of his successor, Janes J. Thatcher. Rev. Thatcher, a
wel | -known Saansea minister, went ont oserve aspastor tothe First Baptist Church i n
North Saansea i nthe 1840s.
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