
^ R M B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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AREA FORM NO. 
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Town Somerviiie 

Address 76 Highland Avenue 

Historic Name Georg;e L o r i n g Ho'ase 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
Mhite) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of for«. 

y^ 

etch Map: Draw mp showing property's location 
n relation to nearest cross streets and/or 

geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1895 

Source r e s e a r c h / d i r e c t o r i e s  

Style 3hing;le 3 ty le / ; iueen Anne 

Architect L o r i n g & Phipps 

Exterior Wall Fabric "br ick /sh ingles 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See Attached Assessor 's Map 

Z E N 

UTM REFERENCE 19 327/330 k69k/560 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE 1 :25,000 

Boston Nor th 

Condition good 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage l ess than one acre 

Setting Southwest corner o f Highland 

Ave. & Putnam S t . , on main t ho roughfa r 

f a c i n g i : tttional center o f Cen t ra l 

H i l l . 

Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler 

Organization i^-ass. H i s t o r i c a l Comm.^^io: 

Date September, 1935 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable? - -
The George L o r i n g House a t 76 H i g h l a n d Avenue i s one of t h e only-
S h i n g l e S t y l e , a r c h i t e c t b u i l t houses i n S o m e r v i i i e . I t r e t a i n s 
i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g 
and a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h w e l l known l o c a l a r c h i t e c t George L o r i n g and w i t h 
the development of l a t e — 1 9 t h c e n t u r y S o m e r v i i i e . I t f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a 
A and C of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places a t t h e l o c a l 
l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terns of 
other buildings within the community. <v *• 

The George L o r i n g House, b u i l t by 1895, i s one of t h e best conserved 
l o c a l examples of the l a t e S h i n g i e S t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e . O r g a n i z e d 
under a s i n g l e l a r g e g a b l e , t h e ̂ ^tttyU^^ i s massed as a si m p l e r e c t a n g u l a r 
u n i t . . The e l e m e n t s o f t h e b r i c K and s h i n g l e f a c a d e a r e a r r a n g e d 
s y m m e t r i c a l l y and have a h o r i z o n t a l o r i e n t a t i o n . The broad massed 
c h i m n e y s , t n e e x p a n s i v e l y s h i n g l e d and s t e e p l y p i t c h e d r o o f a r e 
r e f e r e n c e s ^ t o t h e E n g l i s h M e d i e v a l s t r u c t u r e s . Other a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
f e a t u r e s of note i n c i u a e the l a t t i c e m u l l i o n e d windows i n the c e n t r a l 
and s i d e o r i e l s , the shed r o o f dormers w i t h 4/1 sash, and the recessed 
e n t r a n c e 'flanked by b r i c k p r o j e c t i n g o n e - s t o r y bays. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

. L o c a t e d i n t h e p a r t of S o m e r v i i i e known as C e n t r a l H i l l , the George 
L o r i n g House i s a . f o c a l p o i n t on a c o r n e r l o t a d j a c e n t t o t h e 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l c e n t e r o f S o m e r v i i i e . The prominence of t h e l o c a t i o n 
a r t i c u l a t e s t h e p r o m i n e n c e o f t h e r e s i d e n t and a r c h i t e c t as a 

. S o m e r V i 11 e c i t i z e n . 

The f i r s t George L o r i n g House i s l o c a t e d next t o t h i s p r o p e r t y and was 
used by t h e L o r i n g f a m i l y u n t i l t h e 1890s when L o r i n g designed and 
b u i l t t h i s d w e l l i n g f o r the f a m i l y on the r e m a i n i n g b u i l d i n g l o t o f 

• t h e i r I t a l i a n a t e ca, 1880 house a t 78 Highland Avenue. L o r i n g , born i n 
Boston i n 1851, e n t e r e d t h e o f f i c e of Boston's C i t y Engineer i n 1868 
and from 1874 to 1882 served as head d r a f t s m a n . He worked b r i e f l y w i t h 
George A. Clough, former C i t y of Boston A r c h i t e c t , and began h i s own 
f i r m i n 1883. I n 1889 L o r i n g and S a n f o r d P h i p ps ( f o r m e r l y o f 
S o m e r v i i i e ) e s t a b l i s h e d a p a r t n e r s h i p and went on t o d e s i g n numerous 
p u b l i c and r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s i n New England and New York, i n c l u d i n g 
many of the b u i l d i n g s a t T u f t s U n i v e r s i t y and p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s i n 
S o m e r v i i i e . L o r i n g a l s o designed over 100 houses i n S o m e r v i i i e . 

(continued) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Bromley, G.W. A t l a s of the C i t y of S o m e r v i i i e , 1895. 
S o m e r v i i i e J o u r n a l . ' ' 
S o m e r v i i i e Board of Trade, A M a r t i n & Sons, P u b l i s h e r , 1912. 

• 8/85 



> INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comnunity: 

SOMERVILLE 
Form No: 

Property Name: George Loring House 

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiidi is being continued below. 

Historical Significance (con't) 

The George L o r i n g House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
p r o m i n e n t a r c h i t e c t George L o r i n g , as one of t h e b e s t c o n s e r v e d 
examples of Sh i n g l e S t y l e a r c h i t e c t u r e designed and l i v e d i n by George 
L o r i n g . The House i s a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t t o r i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of l a t e -
1 9 t h c e n t u r y d e v e l o p m e n t of s u b s t a n t i a l s i n g l e f a m i l y r e s i d e n c e s on 
Highland Avenue, a f a s h i o n a b l e n e i g h b o r h o o d o f p r o m i n e n t S o m e r v i i i e 
c i t i z e n s . I t was the t i m e of r a p i d expansion i n the development of 
apartment houses t o accomodate the r i s i n g p o p u l a t i o n , however, i t was 
a l s o a t i m e f o r c o n t i n u e d p r o s p e r i t y f o r many l o c a l and Boston based 
businessmen, thus t he c o n s t r u c t i o n o f l a r g e s i n g l e f a m i l y homes as 
w e l l . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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NPS Form lOOOD* MO 102*001$ 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

^ 4m 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Snmprvi n P. MPS 
Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

51. Langmaid Building Entered In the 
Satlonal Beglater 

Date/Signature 

Attest 

52. Langmaid Terrace .Sntf>! 

53. Lockhardt, Charles H. ,.Hou|g th© j — - - -t^ 
Suonal BeglBter ^^^^^^ 

{Aeeper"A/7y^^.^.<4y^ /A^yA 
A t t e s t 

•^|'keeper_ y A/^Ay) 

Entered in tha jAeepex AAiA^-<.^-^^^^^y:,<^9A 2 Z ^ / ^ / 
National Beglster 

A t t e s t 

Hatlonal Beglater 
Attest 

56. Munroe, Robert, House iintered In tha <f^eper ,AlfA~-^^--*y^p^--A A / A A 
Ifatloaal Register 

• i • A t t e s t 

57. Mystic Water Works ^'^-^^ered lO tha ^gTeper ^ / ^ - ^ ^ - y ^ ^ . ^ 9, 
i : a t l o i i a l Hegiater 

A t t e s t 

58. Nichols, John F., House 
.filtered I n the 
;-^atioBal Reglatsr Attest_ 

59. Niles, Louville V., House ^ 
Entered In the 

Keeper ^ 

Bitl'onal Register Attest 

60. Niles, L o u v i l l e , House 
L;.t^rui i n tb3 
/ a t l - r i a l Sa-l^itar Attest 

,2(AAAy^^/2£±^=^ 

AM/ 











Please refer to the map in the 
Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


