
United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, Anvil Creek Gold Discovery Site in
Nome County, ALASKA, reference number 66000159, was 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of 
the National Register on 10/15/1966, as evidenced by the 
FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, 
February 6, 1979, Part II, Vol.44, No. 26, page 7421. The 
attached nomination form is a copy of the original documentation 
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.

0
ational Register of Historic Places Date

S:/nr_nhl/jjoecke/archives/inventoriesandfrc/certificanletter/certify[etter



„.> •.,...*„,»..<---<.»•*•.-.<••'•'.!• • -•-..-!...••:•',••.'. • si--!'-:- '".•-"•."• -:iy-:^^v.--i;;v'r';;'.:\^v>-v"'" : .'-'' ^vSvr'^K^i'-'-'v''^^

NATIONAL SURVEY^01^$^
2. THCHE(5>. IF-ARCriEOLOOlOAL SITE. WRIT^ "ARCH" tJEFiJRE THEf.lif fit>" :

XXX (Alaska "
'3. FIAMEfS) OF SITE . •"••'•: . :,-.•-.•. • ... ' ^ .'. ' •'.'.'•

Anyil Creek Gold Discovery Site and Nome (Anvil City):
"sTtXACT I OCATION 'I'Oairily.fovntMf, roarfi, rte. // difficult In find, tMth on ftui>plementnt\VCT IQCATION (Cniintv, lowntMJ), roarfl, tic. If difficult In fine, ttaelt on fiupptementnry fiMlj • ... '.•••,• r; .;* ; . •

Jtfowe.irt situated on the southern coast of the fJeward,,Peniwsula. : ahcl
Wrt-uf'inn_<?ftlAMl9_ntl*9_H'tl/i_TUa»!j_'l3C(L_yj/jij————ll*ll/I.__AM*r4,T . r*.v»la'AbOCiAD.A^.*M^u%Aauniuii_JUrt.------- Norton--Sound-3,nd—the—Be:,^wra4H*ft^ifti^'E?u&w^tt<ttl»'«tUiW»i«<tafi*ite^*-j'i^::ry?he-,-Anvil - dreek-eola^Biacovery-^it;

•ifniijftUHl ftrunwiiMH •' ' • : . . • •'• • .. / • • . ™

,-: the ea'^^bank of Anvil Creek, &pproxiinately fourj^d'oniS'^ua^^:vtidl^
7, (HPOjjrAhCE AND D£S'€I<)PTIOM (/;rto/6etr/^wA'crr»n«*««f^(r<i))orrtni((tndwAa/reMarn»(jr;MfotiO ~ ;' , ( : ', : ; .'" '-:. .-.':"'•'^^.'"ix;'^^-^.^

'•, ,!!Uh^;-diBcovery of gpld at Anvil Creek on Soptcsnber 20> l8?8, ^s/the 
ilarge.gbld. jjlacer strike to be wade in Alaska properi !fhe re^uitin^ rusji to 

jNbme in"il899-1900 was Aleska^6 greeAest gold stanjpede, /(soth in itis;;yield^.of•£$ 
^reciotis, irretals and in it£i influence in inprc?asing the territory's ;pdpulut;I.oh; 
.The discovery attracted at'ie&st. 12,ii68 gold^seekers to a region that hadHe 
previous^ inhabited by only a handful of vhites and itq gold fielde yielded 
atotal 0^,57,360,000 from 1898 to 1910, _. | .j; ,;:'

, In 1897; a ciaaaj. expedition of three mineris led by Daniel B, 
outfitted in San Franciaco tc prospect in the Golovnin Bay region of Norton 
Sound. Libby had,been vith the Western Union Telegraph Expedition in 1866,

, and had prospects on the Kiulu.uk River at that early date. In March, 18921; 
his party discovered gold in Melcing Creek> a tributary of the ]Wi^iJ.uk; : Riveri 
On, April 25 they organized the El Dorado ̂ lining District. Countsil C:lty' va^»•= 
founded'in the siumaer of 1898 on the Hiukluk River as, t'hr; first raining; .oaJip.v,'- 
on the Seward Peaiusula. About .$75,000 in gold vas produced by the 200 ? •; ; 
ffiiners vorking_ at'this eawp in l89|oV • ' .... . '--,- •• , ' / >; ,;.'^J:

Other prospectors continued the search, and on iSeptember 20, 1898, v'?:; 
three Scandinavians-^-Jofet Lindenberg, Erik Llndblom, and John Bryateson--1'- 
exxreindeer herder, ex«aoilor of a whaling ship, and a miner^ reopectiyely--* 
struck the rich placer deposits of gold on Anvil Creek at a place located 
ebout fo'or. and one-quarter miles north of the future i55,te of Nome. They 
succeeded in extracting about $3T, 800,in gold from the gravels of Anvil Creek 
and Snow Gulch -vdth their crude .equipment.'... The newo spread and kQ miners : 
from Council City rushed to the nevr strike^ On October:'l8, 1898, the Cap<3> 
Nome Min5,ng district was organized and claims were.f.iled on T^OOQ.acreo,.^,, ; 

™^L^£4P.£!L££-*fe§l.-^J?.(AQy!Q•"JC'.po.ntinue_d. to spread in Alaska^ • jnony/ men came •:. ^.' :
: DI'OLIOGRAPHICAL. JiEFERfirrCES (O/r< tn/iowf«; glee loratlvn of nianiiKrljJH anil tart u'trkt) . f COI

See page 8. '

U*8»GrS«. Nome (C»l, I31-1) Quadran&LeB!, Alnaka,,'1950,.
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from St« Michael and even from Circle and Eagle on the Uppeir Yukon River, By 
the middle ..of May, 1899, Nome,. then called Anvil City, had a population of : 
about 250, By late June,with further arrivals from the tapper Yukon and 
Pawson, the population In the tent city of Nome reached, about 1,700 and 
$2,800,000 in placer gold lias produced in 1899,

By the fall of that year, Nome's population numbered about SyOOO. Its — . 
inhabitants were sheltered in a few score of frame and galvanized-drori build­ 
ings and'in several hundred tents and low driftwood cabins. These buildings 
were irregularly distributed along both sides.of a muddy street-/ a mile;* in . ,,' ; 
length, which extended close to the edge of the tundrat Back or the settlement 

... stretched the bleak tundra, and the front was bounded by the surf-swept beach,' 
EVom 1898 u^tilthe middle of July, 1899^ mining was restricted to the small ; . 
area adjacent to Anvil Creek, which vas completely claimed. As a result of , 
this situation only about TOO of the 1,700 prospectors at Nome were able to 
mine, This threatening situation was suddenly relieved in an unexpected 
mannerc,1 It was accidentally discovered that the beach sands oh which the 
town was situated were also rich in placer gold. All'the idle men went to 
.work, as fast as they could obtain crude rockers. As 3.1? gradually became 
known that the beach sands for several miles were gold-bearing and could be 
made to yield from $20 to $100 a day to the man, a veritable frenzy seized 
the people .pf. Nome». A large part of the population'went to work with shovels 
aacl rockers, Duripg the height of the excitement it is eotiniated there were . 
2,000 raen engaged in beach mining. 'jPhe yield of the beaoh placers in 1899 is 
estimated to have totaled more than $1,000,000, and this was practical!^ all ; 
.taken out with hand rockers in July and Aixgust. By January 10, 1900, about • 
4,500 claims 1 were recorded in the Cape Non<e Dietrlc^ but.probab^, hot more : 

, . than 50 claims were de/eloped and no more than 100 even prospected. These ;. 
50 clalws, however, yielded about $1,800,000 in gold in 1999. The beach miniiig 
operations were highly dramatic, but not of percianeht commerciai significance^, 
for the richest part of the Home beach was vrorked out in l899»

*b;n February, 1899, the U, S,( Army rushed troops to Nome from St.^Mchael >., 
to:help preserve order. In 1900 Fort Davis was established $ ndlee 
of. Nome, ..:,"• : ^ . • . . ; .• • /. - .-' :• ,•.. '- .. ' •'•: ••..•..-•' . ''•
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The news of1 the Nome strikes reached the patnicle world in the fall of 1899 
end the big rush-x>ccur.red in 1900, ^y June its population had reached 12, i»88, 
or more than one-third of the 30^93 whites repoi'ted by U* S, Census 9,s "being 
in Alaska in 1900. By July 1 nearly 50 ships had discharged passengers and 
.freight on the "be^ch, bringing an estimated total of more than 20,000 people • 
to the Sevard Peninsula. Nome T-ras boom town conrprised of a so3J.d row of tents 
and huts stretched along five miles of the "beach and also including some 50 • ' 
frame buildings. Late in the summer of 1900, Charles P. Land conetructed the ••..'• 
seward Peninsula Railway, a narrow gauge railroad, from Nome to the Anyii Creek 
area, thus making the rich placers accessible. The placers served by. this .rail 
road yielded gold in 1900 as follows: Anvil Creek, $1,750,000; Glacier Creek, . 
including Snow GuJ.ch, $750,000, and Dexter Creelt, $300,000. The Nome bead 
in 1900, hoi-fever, produced'only $350,000, and the high bench placers near • 
$l't5#000«> Total yield of the Nome and S'ewa-rd Peninsu3-ar placers in 19QO 
$^750,060.. By the fall of 1900 thousands of discouraged and disgusted miners 
had left Nome..and the big rush was over.

Between 1900 and 1902 Nome unfortunately experienced a turbulent contro­ 
versy .over its mining claims, due in part to the activities of a corrupt federal 
;Judge. In spite of these difficulties, mining activities spread rapidly from 
Nome's beaches to the entire Seward Peninsula,. By 1902 the readily worked : • 
surface placers had been completely exhausted and the remaining prospectors •'•-•;• 
left, Mird^ig cojrrpanieB with the large amount of capital and: expensive 
inachinery necessary to work the deep placers then took over Nome's gold fie^dsfv; 
Gold production reached its peak in 1906, but thereafter began to decline grad­ 
ually , Nome during this period developed from a mining ^amp into a city 'complete 
with BchoolEt, theaters, banks, churches and paved streets. With falling gpld . 
production, however, Nome's population also declined. With 2,6*00 in 1910, Nome;- , 
vasJOaska's second largest city. *. .;...'•"! \. .. •-;
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Between 1899 and 1910, the Seward Peninsula placers yielded a total of 
$57,079,000 in. gold, of vrttf.ch $^^36,500 came from the Nome goldfields,

. / The Kome Gold Rush's influence on gold production aiid population are 
| -• -. j shown.on the following charts: y

Charb I* ^^^S^^S2^2^^i.J^^^-^ . '
. i. ' . . •. 

5iear Home Fields Total Seward PenineoU

1^99 $ 2,800,C/00 4 2,800,000
1900 .. 3,433,£°0 ,4,750,000
1901 3,320/000 4,130,000

SubtotsJL: '. /
flush,-, ' , . . / . ' . -../.'...

$ 9,5W,50Q $12,660,000

1902 '$ 3,/150,000 $ 4,560,000

1905 i 3,400,000 , IL 800,000
1906 ; • ' • . ,6,100,000 7,500,000
1907 ! /^'^^^/ooo /7,boo,ooo
1908 '5,120,000 /5,120,000

4,290,000 7 ̂ ,290,000
3,500,000 / 3,500,000

Totals i W>. 136.500 $57,079^000
' . • " t . ' . ' " ' ?>•***

Total Placer Gold 
Reduction in 
Alaslca^ i8to-3^1Q
ffotai of Placer &
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Chart 2. Sggard Peninsul.a Vfltit e Population, 1890-191Q«'^ — ' ——— ̂  ——— I ——— " — \ —— —— ̂ --'"- ^ •' • - • - — - ..-.--i^ ———— n ——— n imrnn~***> tf tJH\n*ut*i fm\ \m*m

Fort DavJ.s
Home 
Council City

Total

Total Alaska

1890 
0
0 
0

0

^,298

1900 
0

.'••'0.',

.12,^8

30,te3

1910 
1802,600 ' 
289

v3,o69

36 too1
Discover Site and Related Site:v

The Qoldt Discovery Site IB located on the eact tank of AnviX Creek^ about 
fdur and one-quarter cdles north of the city of Nome, risar the point vher© the 
creek emerges from its valley and enters the coastal plain. The Discovery V 
Claim -was one of the richest placer eitee found in Alaska and. yielded,/inore than 
$5,000,000 during the first five years. This area, set. in a valley, }with the 
low, treeless Anvil. Peak lying to the east, has teen abandoned by ma^i and the , 
setting has largely returned to nature> as it was in 1898, ''

The first "beach 3liie, on irhich Nome-was'built "and gold, vas accidentally^ ./ 
discovered in Ju3#, 1899, h/xe been largely covered by a large stpsje :breakvraterV 
constructed to .protect Ifome f rora erosion by the powerful currents /of trhe Bering 
Seai. l!he second and third beaoh lines, which exe located to the ./north of Noto6^ 
have been deserted and have returned to a state of nature. Only/two or three 
gold dredges are ctill active* / v ' •

; Remains of tho narrow-gauge 6evr0j?d Peninsula Railroad, baVit in 1^00 oiid ;; 
abandoned in 192*2, »ire to be found on the slopes of Anvil Moimfen;to -tihe nbrth 
of the city. The remnants of this railroad, which ran from Nqm?i tdi Tayloi^':;'- • 
9T miles in the interior, include a few ruqty mils still, in 7^ilace>. an lengiri^ ; 
6ab> several extremely battered flat cars, and two badly 'dilapidated frara^ ; v 
qhacks.or "stations", : . ,.- • . ''/•" '." /••-.. . 'V-. •'"•'•,"^'-'^1'"-
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WiJtth but three exceptions, all gold rush period buildings in Nome , 
been destroyed by trie various hurricanes and fires that have1 eeyeral titties; 
swept the city.. . : '.- . :'. • ••-•'.'••. - : .,-, • • •';•'• .'V'' : ^•'.'',^- 1 ..'.

The three surviving historic structures are: • |

l e The Brik_I4ndbloni Cabin^ located at if 31 Main'street. This oue-story 
log cabin. Ws. the home of Erik Lindblom, a miner and one of the three I 
Scandinavian prospectors who discovered gold at Anvil Creek;in September; 
1898. The house is in very poor condition. r ' '• •, j

^, Erected in 1902, this frame church vas still j 
its original purpose in 196!, but vas soon due to be replaced by. 

a new church structuz-e being built across the street. . . -i

3' yG^^L£S^^^^^^^^S^* Tbi£J larSQ> four-story frame structure 
was erected in l^Ooahd utilized as a Catholic hospital. The building now 
serves as the offices of a nd.ning corporation. ,. , ",•"••-•

The former site. Of Fort Bavis, 1900-1921, is located two td.les east 
of Nome on the coast. All traces of the military buildings have disappeared,

" Here in the vicinity of Nome are also; to be found the Dummer settlements 
of the JOLng Island Esidinoa. These people appear to have been greatly altered 
in their traditional -way of life, due to the close proximity 1 .pf the city, i .._... 
but still cariy on extensive ivory carving, which ie produced chiefly for tli'e 
tourist tradeV > :
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