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The attached property, Anvil Creek Gold Discovery Site in
Nome County, ALASKA, reference number 66000159, was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of
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February 6, 1979, Part II, Vol.44, No. 26, page 7421. The
attached nomination form is a copy of the original documentation
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.
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8, GXALT IOCATION (Canrity, fownzhip, raads, ete. If difficult fo find, akeich on Supplementarp ‘-h(ﬂ) -
“Nome .is situated on the .,ou.thern coast of the ewa.rd Peninsulu. Cant

= < o iy o
@M%&gﬁu -uound—agg, ﬂt&k d}g gose a %&y‘lgwﬂgxil Creek—Geld—*Qi-scovery—ﬁlte‘

ﬂf east: bfml' of “Anvil Creek, apprwimtely four - and one-tqua.r‘bei' ToR) es noj
- ) 1, !Mroﬂmh(‘&; ;\ND DES‘CNFNOM (tmalbz lnuﬂy what makcuflelnpormnt rmdwhal mnalmare mnn() ., . Pl

J.e.r e gold 1)lacer strike to. be made in AJ aska proper. 'I'he resulﬁlng rus,
..'Nome in 1899-=1900 wvas pleska 5. greatest  gold staupede, bo‘bh in its yield or
* precious metals and in its influence In inereasing the territory's populnt.‘vox
The discovery attracted at least 12,488 gold+seckers to a region that hed: be
:prev:lov.sw inhabited by only & hsmdful of wh Ltes a,nd ii.s gold f;elds yielderl
o. 'botal of¢57,360 000 from 1898 o, J.)lO. ) o ;

e In JB97 a small ergedition of three minere lcd by De.niel :B, L;t.bby was
. outfitted jn San Francisco t¢ prospect in the Golovein Bay reglon of Norton
Sound, Libby had been wlth the Western Union Telegraph Expedition in 1866, .~
' and had prospecis on the Nivkiuk River at that early date. ' In March, 1898;
his party discovered gold in Melﬂing Creek, e tributary of the. NiukJuk: Rive
On. April 25 they organize ed 1he El Porado Mining District. Countil Ctty‘ wa.s
founded in the summer of 1898 on the Niulklvk River as the first mining ¢
- on the Seward Peulnsula. About ¢ 75 000 :ln gold wys produced by the 200
“mincrs work'mg ot this conp in. 1 98 .
o Other prospectcrs cr‘nbinued the. search and on September 20, 1898
" three Scandinavliens--Jafet Lindenbeérg, Erik Lindblom, and Johu Bryn'beeonu‘
" ex=reindeer herder, ex-sailor of @ whaling ship, and a miner, respective;
struck the rich 'placer deposits of gold on Anvil Creek at a place loca.ted
_ehout four ond one=qguarter milles north of the future site of None, Ihey
succeeded :‘m extracting about .pr,BOO An gold from the gra.vels of Anvil Creelc
" ‘and Snow Gulch with thelyr erude. equipment. .The news spread and 40 miners .
. from Council City rushed to the new sirike. . On October:i8, 1898, . the ‘Cap
. Nome Mining district was organlzpa and, cla:.ms vere £1) ed on Ts 000 acres.*
Az ywiors of the discoveéry continued to spiead in in Mag ,m,_m.mx_;ngn -CHlie.
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7. COntinued.

. from St mcha.el and even from Circle end ;Cagle on thﬂ Upper Yukon River. By P
" the middle of Vay, 1899, Nome, then called Anvil City, had a population of o
i gbout 250, By late June, with fucther srrivals from the Upper Yukon and

' Dawson, the population iz the tent city of Nome reached aboub 1,700 and.

. 1$2,800,000 in placer gold vas produced in 1899, . . ) [

o R T T W R TV R 27 5 e Yo g s L2 2L T

. - By the fall of that year, Nome's popqu;...On mubered. aboub 3—000 Its s
:I.nhnb.l.ta.nts vere sheltered in & few score .of frame and galvand Zed-iron build- e
. ings and'in several hundred tents snd low drifiwood cabins, These’ buildings o
" oyere ﬁzcregularly distributed along both sides of a muddy streety & mileg dn o
. - length, vhich extended close t¢ the edge of' the tundra. . Back o? the :settlement
" stretehed the bleak tundra, and the front was bounded by the surf-swept beach.
iR From. 2898 untilthe middle of July, 1899, mining was restricted to the small
1. © grea sdjecent to Anvil Creek, vhich was completely claimed. As ‘a result of,
{ - +this situation only about TOO of the 1,700 prospectors at Nome were ‘able to
- mine. {his threatening situation wvas suddenly relieved in an unexpected .
- manper. It was accidentally dlscovered that the beach sands on which the
4 toim was situated were slso rich in placer gold, All'the 1dle men went to
- _work as fast as they could obtein cxnde rockers. As it graduslly becamé
4 kpown thal the beach sands for several miles were gold-‘beamng and coulg be
- .made to yleld from $20 to $100 a day ‘to the man, a veritable frenzy selzed.
- the people Of Nome.. A large pa:c’t of the population went to work with shovels
- . and rockers, - During the height of the excitement it 1s estimsted theére wvere .
.. 2,000 men engaged in beach mining. [Fhe:yleld of the beach placers in 1899 is i
¢ S estima'bed to have totaled more thah $1.,000,000, end this was prac*bically a.].l
. teken ‘oub with hand rockers in July ‘and August. By January. 10,. 1900, abou‘b
. 1,500 claims were recorded in the Cape Nome District, but pro*bably not more
' .i;"than ‘50 claims were developed snd no more than 100 even prozpecteds These .~
.-.'50 claims, however, ylelded about $1,800,000 in gold in.1899. The ‘beogh ning
RS 'operatlons were highly dramatic, but not -of permanenb commercial slgn.!.ficance,
A f,“i’or ‘the richest part of the Nome beach vas vorlced out in 1899. o

[

l'.rn I‘ebrunry, 1899, the U, S. Army mshed. tréoprx to Nome ﬁ'om <‘t. \M.lchael
. to: ‘help. preserve oraer. In 1900 Fort Dav‘[s wag established 2 m;lles sou.th t:
"*jol.’ home. el . : . ‘ _ e ‘

cy
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0. Deacnpbnon and Impormnce (cont'd) e . Pa 89" 3. .

§TA1§ . e . : MME(S)OFSITE .

Alagks, : . Anvi“l. Creék Go.Ld Dis mrery Site and Nome (Anvil

- : : - e “~"\‘.

7. Co:ttinuea- : : R A ‘

The news “of the Nome s‘or:x.kes rea.ched the ou+sxi de 'morld in the fa.ll of 1899
- end the big rush—occurred in 1900, By June its population had reached 1.., 1488, -
‘or more ‘then one-third of the 30, 1+93 vhites reported by U. S. Census as being
in Alaska in 1900. By July i nearly 50 ships hed discharged passengers- and
frelght on the bezch, bringing an estimated total of more than 20,000 people b
" to the Sewaxd Peninsula. Noie was boom town - comprised of a solid row of tents .. .
and huts stretched alopg five miles of the beach and slso including some. 50 -
frame bulldings. Tate ir the summer of 1900, Charles ‘D. Land constructed the -
seward Peninsula Railway, a nerrow geuge railroad, from Nome to the An\nl Creek—
area, thus mrking the rich placers accessible. 'I'he placers served by this. mi]_.n:,‘
- yvoad. ylelded gold in 1900 gs follows: Anvil. Greek, $1,750,000; Glacler Creek, :
- including Snow Gulch, $750,900, and Dexter Creek, $300,000, The Nome beach,
in 1900 hovever, ;produced only :‘;;350,000 and the high bench placers.near Mo me, '
g $lh5,000., Total yield of the Nome and Sewerd Peninsular placers in 1900 was~
-~ $k,750,000, By the fall of 1900 thousands of aiscoura,gea and disgusted miners
" ~bhad 1eft Nome.and the big rush was over. ,
' Betveen 1900 and 1902 Nome unfo:tunately experienced 8 turbulent contro- R
versy over its mining claims, due in part to the activities of a corrupt federa.‘L S
, :)udge. In spite of these difficulties, mining activities spread rapidly from :”_‘_
. Nome's beaches to the entire Seward Peninsula, By 1902 the readily worked -
- purface placers had been completely exhausted and the remaining ;prospecf.ors R
-left, Mining companjes with the large amount of capitul and, ex-pensive Lo
_machinez"r necessary to work the deep placers then took over Nome's gold field.s'-
Gold production reached its peale in 1906, but’ thereafter began to decline grad- .
wally, Nome during thie period developed from a mining ~amp into a city complete B
- with schools, theoters, banks, churches and paved streets, . With falling gold ‘
;production, hovever, Nome's population also d.eclined.. vith 2 600 :!.n 1910, Nome' ’
: was AJaaka B sec.ond hrgest city. S U o _ L
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CUSEATE L. L T - wmus;o;swe e y A

Ale.ske. T Anvil Creek GoLd niscovery Si‘be and. Nome (Anvil Ci‘cy)

'\T. Continued' ‘ C . o e ) : ,"
.«" Betveen 1899 ana 193.0, the- .aeward Pen:l nsula. placers yi.elded a total of :
$57,079, 000 in gold, of which ,l;6 u36,5oo came from the Nome goldnelds. y

L tthe Nome Gold Rush's influence on SOld product:ton aud population are AT
: / shown on the :E'oJ.:Lomng chaytss ‘- LA clh AT

- . P
LA

o //‘ Chart 1. MNome's Gold Progustion, 1899-1910.
1. C¥eer T Nome o Hiclds ' Total Sevard Peninswla -
N / N . . . .
189 4 2,800, ZO o $' 5,800,000 -
900 . 3,433,500 L,750,0000
1901 - 3,3200000 1+ 130 000 . e
ewtotal: e -
1899--1901 | S 1$ 9,) 3,500 $ 12,680,000
1002 30,000 + h,zeo,ooo T
1903 . 24900,000 1;{1465,000; ' ol
190k - . i .8,86k,000 . B316h,000
1905 o 3,100,000 . ff 800, 000
o I906 . 6,100,000 - . 1(3500,000 "
1907 , - /5,559,000 ' 7,000,000
o908 .- 075,120,000 9,120,000
1909 - . 0 k290,000 4,290,000
N '--;-1910 o h T 3,500,000 o 3,500000
moms ST 446,436,500 $5'r,0’r9,
:.A—"'I.‘ota;l I;H.a«;:er Geld - , - ST ’
-+ Production in . - R A/
. ._"‘._Ahslca, 1880-1910 T $128 J.Bo,boo
o otel. of P.Lacer & b L
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e e | wtice) oF site

A.'Daska {

o '7 COntlnued' :

-—

s

-t- Charb 2, Seward Peninsula White ?opalat Lon, 1890-1910.

T . o 1890 ‘ 900 © 11910
Foxrt Davis- o L o . 180 .
Nome - S o ,3.2,.1488, 2,600

© Couneil City T o R N 289

| fotal R e 0 12,2&88 " 3,069'

'éotal'mé'sk; . h,298 - 30,k93 | 36 hoal

Pregent Am:earance of the ‘Anvil Creek Disccvery .:i't;e a.nd Rela:bed Site
Locateci in Nome, - ‘

i L e -

The Gold Discovery Site 18 located on %he ea,st bank of Anvil Creek, about
- Pour and one=quarter miles north of the city of Nome, nzor the, point - where the
creek emerges from its valley and enters the ¢oastal plein.  The Discovery
Claim was one of the richest plecer sitec found in Alaska and. yielded, more ‘t.han, -
$5,000,000 during the first five years. Thls area, set in a valley, Wwith the =
‘low, treeless Anvii Peek lying to the east, has been abandoned by' ma/; and the
se“b‘cing has "o.rge]y returned to nabure\ as it was in 1898. : .

: The f£irst beach J.ine, on which Nome was. 'bu:!.lt and gold was ace‘;!.dente.ug
o ddscovered in July, 1899 , hns been largely covered by a laxrge stone breakwater:
- constructed to protect llome from erosion by the powerful currents éof the Bering_
.. Bea, The second and third bes-h linea, which are lccated to the north of Nome,
.7 have been deserted and. have returned to 8 state of mture. OnJ,y two or three
gold dredges ere still active, , , ‘ R

o Remains of the narvow=gauge feward: Peninsula Ra.ilroad, ’bui’.L’c 1n 1900 ahd ;
R abe.ndonnd in 1922, ure to be found on the slopes of Anvil Mounfein-to the nor'bh_;
4 of 'the city. The remnants of this railroa,d, which ran from Neme 40 Taylor,
.97 mddes -in the :lnter:lor, include a few rusty roils still: in 'i:ln.cc, en engine

. 'tab, several extremely batterea flat carg, and tvo be.d.ly dilo:pida*bed i'mme

b -"'ﬂhacks or "sta.tions", ‘
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E '_'r . Con!.inued'

Wiith bui'. +hree éxceptions 2 e,lJ. gold rusb perdad bvilda.ngs an Nome haVe
been destroyed by the vam.ouq hurricanﬂs and fires the.t ha.ve several times

swept‘bhe city.

(|<:.'
,.-.

. The three surviving historic Suructures are"

. A i
. The Eril Lindb‘Lom Cabin Jocated at- h31 Main Street. . This one-storyi A o
J.og cebin was. the home of Frilk Lindblom, a miner and one of the three - | * B
© -Scandinavien prospectors who dlscovered gold. at. Anvtl Creelc da. September,, e
: 1898 - The house is in very poor ¢ondition. B S ‘ ‘
_72. Th, Methodist Church, Erected in 1902, th;!.s frame church was s*b:lll TS

" uged. for its orxglnal purpose in 1961, but was soon due to be replaced by o
a new chv.rch struct.uxe being builb across the street. ) P j..
3 Former Roman Catholic Hos*oit:a]. 'J.‘hia la.rge, four-story frame stxuctuve
sme erected in- 1906 and utilized as o. Catholic hospltal. ’.Dhe ouilriing now
serves as the offices of a m:ining corpora.tion. .. o .

"~ The former site of ‘Fort I)avis, 1900-l9°l is located two mij.es ee.st .
ot Nome on the coast, AJ.l traces of the miutary builaings have disappea,redo 2

,:- S

. : Here in the v.l.cﬂ nity of Nome are also to be found the- smnmer settlemen'bs
of the King Island Eskimos. “These people o.m:ear to have been ewea.l,ly altered
1in their Lraditlonal way of l;fe, due to the close proximity of the city, P
but still carxy on exi.onswe Jvory carving, vhich is produced chiei‘ly :Eor ﬂxe-‘

..ourist trade., .\

i,

G

'4.\'
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