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The one and only major building on the Haskell State School of Agriculture 
campus - the so-called Fine Arts Building of Broken Arrow High School for 
the past 60 years - was (and still is) a not unhandsome three-story red brick 
affair, some 51 x 81 feet in size* It faces west from a modest, but 
thoroughly classic projecting entryway - the severe, one-story portico of which 
is supported by two massive Doric columns* The lower (basement) level - 
virtually ground level - accommodates the boiler room, three other rooms* The 
second and third floors, reached by a central stairway ascending the center 
of the building, contain four and five rooms respectively* The building has 
undergone no significant structural changes over its nearly seven decades of 
existence*

Cornerstone was laid in an elaborate Masonic ceremony on May 25, 1910* 
The bulletin for the school*s 1911-1912 year reports: "The State has just 
completed a commodious central building which will accommodate more than 300 
students* Each department will have rooms in this building designed for its 
special use - dairy laboratory* soil physics and farm crops* carpentry, 
blacksmithing, domestic economy (cooking and sewing), general academic work, 
are all provided for, and in addition to these a library room, offices and 
a large auditorium* The building is steam heated throughout, and is thoroughly 
sanitary in all its equipment**

The "large auditorium1* has been divided into two classrooms. Otherwise 
today's Fine Arts Building is not too much difference from Haskell College's 
old sain - although, granted, the academic and vocational furnishings have 
changed considerably) Gone, of course, long gone, is the Haskell barn, 
"a large and substantial building," that accommodated "the various live stock 
kept on the farm, including work animals, the dairy herd, and other livestock11 
along with a room for regular school work.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The so-called Fine Arts Building is the last remaining physical evidence 
of yet another noteworthy effort in the education field by the infant State 
of Oklahoma - the short-lived Haskell State School of Agriculture* Since its 
closing as a college in 191? the building has served the needs of the Broken 
Arrow High School.

Following statehood in 190? the Oklahoma legislature authorised establish- 
ment of six "normal11 schools. At once civic boosters of young Broken Arrow 
(platted in 1903) determined to win one of the three slated for Eastern 
Oklahoma. They lost out to Tahlequah, eventually, but their presentation was 
apparently persuasive enough to cause the legislature to locate the Haskell 
(for Oklahoma's first governor, Charles N. Haskell) State School of Agriculture 
in Broken Arrow.

The town agreed to furnish land for the college and an 80-acre site was 
secured. Cornerstone for the three-story brick building that was to be the 
college's only major structure (a wooden barn was added later) was laid on 
May 25» 1910, under auspices of the local Masonic Lodge. Governor and Mrs. 
laskell led a large delegation of State dignitaries and, following a basket 
dinner on the grounds, the governor gave the principal address.

Meanwhile the school had opened the previous Movember 9 in rented 
quarters - in the old Opera House and in second floor rooms over two downtown 
business buildings. A faculty of five had been hired with J. H. Esslinger 
as superintendent. One hundred and three students were enrolled the first 
day. The enrollment fees $1.50! (Out-of-state students, however, were 
charged $2.50 per month.) A bulletin issued for the start of the third 
year, Sept. 5, 1911, reported:

The cost of living in Broken Arrow is very little greater than 
the cost of living at home. Good board in private families can be 
procured at $12 to $15 per month, including lodging, lights, and fuel. 
It will be the aim and purpose of the people of the town and 
community to make the surroundings of all pupils as pleasant and 
homelike as possible. Parents can rest assured the best interests 
of their sons and daughters will at all times be under the immediate 
care and protection of the superintendent and those families with 
whom they may find homes.

(See continuation sheet)
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Haskell offered an extremely practical form of education to all. 
Experimental work was carried on with special reference to the needs 
of area farmers. An up-to-date creamery was maintained* Vocational 
courses on three grade levels were offered boys in such areas as 
carpentry, blacksraithing, forestry, veterinary science, stock and grain 
judging, poultry culture, and farm machinery. Girls were offered voca 
tional training in most of these areas of farm life as well as in the 
more traditional sewing and cooking. Three years of academic courses, 
of course, were also available to both boys and girls.

The first class was graduated from Haskell in 1912 and several 
of the students went on to Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College 
in Stillwater as sophomores. Soon, however, it became apparent that 
the new state had established more schools that it could properly support. 
In 191? Governor Robert L. Williams refused to sign the school's appro 
priation bill and by an act of the legislature on March 24, 191?, Haskell 
State School of Agriculture was officially closed, its land and buildings 
transferred to the Broken Arrow community ever since.

Today, inadequate by some modern standards (notably a critical 
state fire marshal f s report) and somewhat shabby through lack of proper 
maintenance, it is threatened with razing. Calling for its preservation 
and possible restoration are more than 200 students who attended high 
school or college in the Fine Arts Building. They have signed a petition 
to that effect and presented it to the Board of Education. Action is 
still pending.


