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, ARCHTECTURL. S QN H CANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structtores).

The granite mill ruins on this site probably date from about 1840 and are
architecturally significant as fragments of the ol dest remaining textile manufactory
in the city. |In addition, the Geek Revival office building isthe city's earliest
surviving mill office. The mill was located inthe southern "G obe Village" area
and water was supplied froma canal which had as it ssource a stream flowing from
Laurel Lake. The mill's water wheel was still used as a supplementary power source
m 1920. Historical accounts differ as to whether Oliver Chace erected this thread
mill in 1835 or 1840., but the later date appears to be nmore likely. An engraving
dating from 1854 |abeled "Oliver Chace's Thread Mill" shows a a“s-story mill with a
gable roof and small cupola at the south end. | t measured 195 X 45'. The ruins

of the basement and first story still remain and indicate that the m |l was con-

structed of randomrubble granite with heavily parged joints and cut granite lintels.
The rums are presently covered with vines and the scene has a distinctly picturesque
quality. The Greek Revival style of the office building suggests that it ,6 too, was

erected inthe 1840's. The 3-bay, 235-story gable front building is constructed (g\ontinued

HSTGRCAL SGNH CANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, WV called it

and how it affected cormunity; be specific).

The early mill now inruins on this site was built by Oliver Chace, probably in 1840
TAAAAN"A nentaminn History of Bristol County (1883), Chace establisheda conpany in'

200 TUAN o mamA - AmA - Ant hony for the manufacture of cotton yarns, and then
in 1840 he erected amill. This establishment was originally referred to as Oiver
Chace s Thread Mill (not to be confused with Augustus Chace's Thread Mill-the VWWoni ng
Mill--on Chace Street). Oliver Chace was sole proprietor and business nanager for
over 25 years. Chace (1812-1874) cane to Fall River as an infant and was educated
here and in Providence. H worked as a clerk inthe cottonmill of chace and Luther,

where his brother was a senior partner, before starting his owmn business. H also
had a large farm was active in local and state government, and was anong the directors
and Fan*Riv~Arf M f citizens Savings Bank, Pocasset National Bankr

and Fall River Manufacturer's Mitual Insurance Conpany. |n 1867 the mill was taken
S200 000 ThA" AT ' A e ANTePATAT L Aj LA organi zed that year with a capital of
lur-Arc°f\rl t A capacity of 9,024 spindles and was engaged i n the manufac-

AN operated by the American Print Works, then

under Lr ™~ Ay
illustration inthe 1876 |nsur-

under the direction of treasurer Jefferson Borden. An

ance plans shows that the earlier mill had been greatly expanded; but i tis the early
ConanlLt Minf " fof Af "ATTAT_ATAARREA establisheda new conpany under the nane
at oniy SO JJo'aS w f f A ' - -°tton goods. The conpany was capitalized

at only $80,000 and was at that time one of the 3 smallest of the 33 Fall River mills
Lindsey was elected treasurer and under his | eadership the property was greatly
inproved and enlarged. Lindsey was a promnent local industrialist and “continued)
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Continuation) ' .
of granite rubble with a stucco covering. |t extends back 7 bays and has a trabeated

granite doorway at offset left andcut granite lintels. Later granite additions to
the m|Il are nolonger standing.

H STCRI CAL SI G\ FANCE (Continuation)

spirited public servant whowas married to Oliver Chace's daughter. He was instrumental

in the founding of the King Philip Mill, where he served aspresident. Thefirst president
of the Conani cut was BEdmund W Converse. | n1901 the conpany had 18, 204 spindl es and

414 broad loons for the production of wide fine goods. Water power was still being used
in additiont osteam | n1920the conpany reached 29,408 spindles and 776 broad | oomns

and was run with electricity supplemented by one water wheel. |t remained in business
until 1926. |tspicturesque ruined state was not duet ofire, according t olocal
historians, but merely to time. Abandoned for over fifty years, Oliver Chace's Thread

Mill still conveys the overpowering mill construction of the early nineteenth century

and asthe only remaining exanple of this early period, the mill office and mill

ruins meet Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places.
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