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Town F a l l River, Mass. 

Name of area ( i f any) Oliver chace's 

Thread M i l l ( l a t e r the Mt. Hope M i l l , 
l a t e r the Conanicut) 

505 Bay Street 

General date or period I840's 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual inventory forms have been coirpleted. 
Label streets (including route ntmbers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



, ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structtores). 

The granite m i l l ruins on t h i s s i t e probably date from about 1840 and are 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as fragments of the oldest remaining t e x t i l e manufactory 
i n the c i t y . I n addition, the Greek Revival o f f i c e building i s the c i t y ' s e a r l i e s t 
surviving m i l l o f f i c e . The m i l l was located i n the southern "Globe V i l l a g e " area 
and water was supplied from a canal which had as i t s source a stream flowing from 
Laurel Lake. The m i l l ' s water wheel was s t i l l used as a supplementary power source 
m 1920. H i s t o r i c a l accounts d i f f e r as to whether Oliver Chace erected t h i s thread 
m i l l i n 1835 or 1840., but the l a t e r date appears to be more l i k e l y . An engraving 
dating from 1854 labeled "Oliver Chace's Thread M i l l " shows a a^s-story m i l l with a 
gable roof and small cupola at the south end. I t measured 195' X 45'. The ruins 
of the basement and f i r s t story s t i l l remain and indicate that the m i l l was con­
structed of random rubble granite with heavily parged j o i n t s and cut granite l i n t e l s . 
The rums are presently covered with vines and the scene has a d i s t i n c t l y picturesque 
q u a l i t y . The Greek Revival s t y l e of the o f f i c e building suggests that i t , too, was 
erected i n the 1840's. The 3-bay, 235-story gable f r o n t building i s constructed (continued 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, wW called i t , ^ 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

The early m i l l now i n ruins on t h i s s i t e was b u i l t by Oliver Chace, probably i n 1840 
TAAA^^I"^ ^° ^"^""^'^ History of B r i s t o l County (1883), Chace established a company i n ' ' 

?o!̂ o ""^^ °^ "^^^""^ ^""^ Anthony f o r the manufacture of cotton yarns, and then 
i n 1840 he erected a m i l l . This establishment was o r i g i n a l l y referred to as Oliver 
Chace s Thread M i l l (not to be confused with Augustus Chace's Thread M i l l - t h e Wyoming 
Mill--on Chace Street). Oliver Chace was sole proprietor and business manager for 
over 25 years. Chace (1812-1874) came to F a l l River as an i n f a n t and was educated 
here and i n Providence. He worked as a clerk i n the cotton m i l l of chace and Luther, 
where his brother was a senior partner, before s t a r t i n g his own business. He also 
had a large farm was active i n l o c a l and state government, and was among the directors ' 
and Fan^Riv^f M f ci t i z e n s Savings Bank, Pocasset National Bankr • . 
and F a l l River Manufacturer's Mutual Insurance Company. In 1867 the m i l l was taken 
S200 000 Th^"^?T/'^'• ^̂ "•P̂ "̂ ' - ^ i - ^ organized that year with a c a p i t a l of 
l u r - A r ° f \ ^ l t ^ capacity of 9,024 spindles and was engaged i n the manufac-
under L r ^ ^ r ^^'^ operated by the American P r i n t Works, then 
under the d i r e c t i o n of treasurer Jefferson Borden. An i l l u s t r a t i o n i n the 1876 Insur­
ance plans shows that the e a r l i e r m i l l had been greatly expanded; but i t i s the early 

ConanILt M i n f " f o f ^ f "^''^'-^'^^"""^ established a new company under the name , 
at oniy SsO JJo'aS w f f ^ " - -°tton goods. The company was capitalized 
at only $80,000 and was at that time one of the 3 smallest of the 33 F a l l River m i l l s 
Lindsey was elected treasurer and under his leadership the property was greatly 
improved and enlarged. Lindsey was a prominent l o c a l i n d u s t r i a l i s t and ^continued) ^ , 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZÔ ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccxnmunity: 
F a l l River, Mass. 

Form No: 

H-20-7/16 

Property Name: chace's Thread 
M i l l ( l a t e r the Mt. 

Hope M i l l , l a t e r the Conanicut) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) ' • 

of granite rubble with a stucco covering. I t extends back 7 bays and has a trabeated 
granite doorway at o f f s e t l e f t and cut granite l i n t e l s . Later granite additions to 
the m i l l are no longer standing. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFANCE (Continuation) 

s p i r i t e d public servant who was married to Oliver Chace's daughter. He was instrumental 
i n the founding of the King P h i l i p M i l l , where he served as president. The f i r s t president 
of the Conanicut was Edmund W. Converse. I n 1901 the company had 18,204 spindles and 
414 broad looms for the production of wide f i n e goods. Water power was s t i l l being used 
i n addition to steam. In 1920 the company reached 29,408 spindles and 776 broad looms 
and was run with e l e c t r i c i t y supplemented by one water wheel. I t remained i n business 
u n t i l 1926. I t s picturesque ruined state was not due to f i r e , according t o l o c a l 
h i s t o r i a n s , but merely t o time. Abandoned f o r over f i f t y years, Oliver Chace's Thread 
M i l l s t i l l conveys the overpowering m i l l construction of the early nineteenth century 
and as the only remaining example of t h i s early period, the m i l l o f f i c e and m i l l 
ruins meet C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Histo r i c Places. 

.... • 
Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(3-82) 

OMB rto. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior ; ^ ^ 
National Park Service 

National Reg is te r off Histor ic P l a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

•y .i..'?'|(i*j;;r y 

Continuation sheet Item number Page > 4 - " ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Fal l River Multiple Resource Area 
State MA 

,3 
Date/Signature Nomination/Type of Review -r ,.. 

21. Chace Mil l s ' r . v_ , feubstantlva Review Keeper 

• y ' ' ^ • • • ' A . ' ' A . Attest 

22. Chace, A. B., Rowhouses ^^atlonal^fieglgter 1^^^"" -f^^/^^yylA^..^,.^^^^ 

At tes t 

,3. Chace^s. Oliver, Thread Mill WinJta^^ ^p^^ > o<U~-.Ar— 

24. Charlton M i l l 

Attest 

25. Chase-Hyde Farm , " 

26. Children's Home 

27. Church of the Ascension 

28 Col l i n s , William, House 

• .... , . ; • • • 

Entered in the ^^eoer 
National Register ^^^^^^^ 

Attest 

Entered in tKe 
.ITatlonal Eegieter ^̂ ^̂ P̂ ^ 

' '•• Attest 

Entered In t^e 
National EeglBter ^ eeper 

Attest 

Entered In the ^^iTi^er 
National Register 

Attest 
Entered in tHe 
HatloBal Register "Keeper 

''' A t tes t 

4> ,p<;> t̂-A -̂*-*.̂ 4^y-o^ 

29. 

30. 

Connell, William M., School SlJ^l'SegStex'^^^ :^^/^ > ,J^U^^<-^-.6y^A 

At tes t 

Cornell M i l l s 2ntere<i in tEe? 
ifatlonal Eegieter 

A^Aeeper ,p(ILA-^--.A!^f^c.^ .eeper 

A t tes t 

.'iL,. •• ••• • : *W 



NAT'IONAL REGISTER OF HISTOIUC PLACES 
............. •• , ....... - l•IJWr ,. ......... ...... 

Chace's, Oliver, Thread Mill /Fall River MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_ reaubmlaalon 
nomination by person 
owner objection 
•PP••I 

or local government 

l!YAWATION I RETURN SHEET . 

a 

Working Nb.~-...-...~"'-----­
Fed. Re9. Dat.e:..,....~~---."----­
Dat• Due=-~~~..;...--~~,;..;;;.­
Actlon: ...;._ ACCEPT------

:lntered in tllEJ - RETURN ___ _ 
National llegist~r- REJECT ___ _,, 

Federal Agency:-------

Subatantlve Review: _ umple _request .:._ appeal _ N.R decision 

Reviewer'• comment•: 

Recom. I Criteria -------
Reviewer ________ _ 
Dlaclpllne _________ _ 

Date------------~ 
_ - co•tlnuatlon aheet 

•Nomination returned for: - technical corrections cited below 
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2. Location 
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4. Owner of Property 

s. Location of Legal Description 

&. Representation In Existing Surveys ..... ~----- ....... , 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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