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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mermaid Tavern, a colonial establishment, is located almost 
exactly at the geographical center of the Mill Creek Hundred. It 
has served not only as a tavern, but also as a polling place and as 
a post office. The old liquor cabinet, money drawers, postal 
cabinet and ballot box remain in the house. The house itself is a 
two-story stone structure with a frame addition. A log house was 
rebuilt in stone around 1725 to form the first section of the buildinj 
and was enlarged circa 1750 and in the early nineteenth century. 
The exterior stone has been covered with stucco, giving the house a 
modern appearance. The interior retains many early features, such as 
floors, woodwork, and mantels.

The older two-story stone section is composed of two bays, with 
irregular fenestration. This section has been extended by a three- 
bay frame wing of similar proportions. To the rear is a frame lean- 
to wing that extends the roofline of the main structure. Most of 
the windows are glazed with six-over-six sash, except in the south 
end wall where each sash is single-pane.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

When public accommodations were first available on Limestone 
Road is unclear. A deed dated 1718 is said to convey a farm, with 
a hotel license. A tavern at the Mermaid was licensed much later, 
in J£30, but an inn may have been kept there nearly a century before

The tavern was the polling place for Mill Creek Hundred until 
May 15, 1891 when Mill Creek was divided into three election 
districts. For many years the Democrats held primaries in a room 
above the blacksmith shop across the road from the Mermaid. The 
election of 1862 sparked the "Battle of the Mermaid." Democrats 
tried to prevent soldiers from Mill Creek Hundred, members of the 
Fourth Delaware Regiment, from voting. The soldiers were stationed 
at Camp duPont, near Greenville, and the objection was that they 
had left the Hundred. The incident seems to have concluded when 
several objectors were jailed for a few days. The soldiers voted.
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During the same period, beginning in 1 84^jo*^i-845 , and 
continuing until 3JEL82 , the Mermaid Tavern served as a post office. 
Mail was kept in a glass-front case, near the one that held the 
finer wines and liquors.

The tavern business closed in 1869.

According to tradition, the tavern early in its history served 
as a way station for Presbyterians who stopped Saturday nights 
on their way to Sabbath servifees at Polly Drummond Hill.
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Extract from letter of Mrs. Sara Pennington Evans, Sept. 30, 1973

The original liquor license granted Sept. 11, 1746 to James Walker-Historical 
Society of Delaware has original copy given by my great aunt Mary E. Walker-do you 
have a photostat-if not, would you like one? Operated as a tavern until 1866 or 
67 but continued as a hotel without license until 1880. One of the original benches- 
called drunkards bench-we had repaired and placed on our side door patio.

In 1961, Robert Raley of Wilmington dated our house for my daughter, a student 
at University of Delaware-who was writing a term paper for a course in American Arch- 
ectural and Decorative Art, so it would be authentic.

First section was lM..^Ml],t,_aJt)qu^._U25,-no cellar-and the unhewn logs are still 
under that part later enclosed in stone-second section-stone built between 1740-1750 
like Williamsburg two separate partsf~ aT^auTFul^^ 1800, the third 
section joined the house together. It is the oldest house along the Limestone Road 
left standing.

Also in the 1800 part, the back of the bar is intact plus shelf and three money 
drawers. In this small room between the barroom and the first section are glass show 
cases with sliding doors where fancy liquors were kepted.

When the name became Mermaid is uncertain-it was spelled Muirmaid-Mair maid- 
Meri-Maid.

It was the polling place for the third election district in New Castle County 
from about 1830 to 1891 we have the Mill Creek Hundred Ballot Box plus many ballots 
when they were voting for and against the new constitution. My mother gave the 1844 
Hundred election flag which we found in the attic in 1959 to Historical Society 
through the Delaware State DAR and the list of the contributors-Flag cost $83.50 
was 8 x 15-1 also have a small campaign flag for James K. Polk and George Dallas for 
Pres. and Vice Pres.-1844.

The earliest deed 1718 was destroyed but have several old deeds in my possesion 
earliest 1768-speaks of the great road known as Limestone.

Opposite the hotel were sheds for 24 horses plus a blacksmith shop; across the 
road on the east corner-a wheelwright shop with a second story room.

Wagoners from Pa. spent the night here enroute to Stanton to place their grain 
on barges going to Newport also when returning stayed here.

Mermaid was a postoffice from 1848 to 1900 Josiah Walker, first postmaster, thus 
recorded in Harvey Bounds Postal History. The mail came three times a week-mail 
kepted in a small glass case next to liquor-still here.

The Mill Creek Hundred Road Commissioners met here from April, 1832 to May 12, 
1866-1 have this leather bound minute book.

The Farmer's Mutual Fire Insurance Company was organized here in 1839 and we 
have chairs they sat on. Harmony Grange was also organized in the tavern in July 
1874 then held meetings in the room over wheelwright shop.



The house has 17 rooms-all open into the hallways on all three floors. It is 
plain in design as fitting a hotel-large rooms. There are many old bottles-Anthony 
Higgins tells me many are wine bottles.

In the third section are the original old board floors also upstairs even in 
1725 section, one room most of the boards are the originals. As we try to do restoring- 
we've painted the walls and done woodwork in Williamsburg colors.

Mrs. George Ward of Wilmington obtained her master's degree by her thesis on 
old taverns in Delaware. She told us (Mother was living then 91 years old) that she 
found so much that had been preserved here. In rereading her copy, I note that she 
has several mistakes in her dates.
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