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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
LOCATION AND SETTING:

This wooden constructed covered bridge spans the Kenduskeag Stream as it
flows through the Township of Corinth. At this point the Stream is flowing
in a southerly direction. Robyville is a very small village in the southern
part of the Township of Corinth. The Town of Corinth lies in the southern
part of Penobscot County. This is a pasforal setting, as the village containg
but six or seven houses which are associated with farms. To find this bridge
the fraveler, once oriented in Bangor, would drive north on Maine Routfe #15
passing through the Village of Kenduskeag. Two miles north of Kenduskeag he
would find a road entering Rt. #I5 from the left. One half mile on this road
by a golf course will bring the traveler to the bridge.

T A ATERIALS:

This wooden covered bridge is 76' in_length and approximately 19" wide
and 19' high from the floor to the peak of the gable rouf. The overhead
clearance is 14' and the clearance between the sides of 16'. The bridge is
bui It on granite block abutments 15' in height. The south side abutment
has been recently reinforeced with concrete.

The basic engineering concept employed in The span of this bridge is
best described as a Hogg_jgyzg System. This system was designed by William
HayéfétuMass.*; in the 1830's. The main feature of the Long Truss was a seri
bt crossed braces between upright “Kimg posts. The Robyville Bridge was built
bn the Howe principle but variations are found in the instance at_the center
bf the span, double "King posts are found for added support. The second
variation employed in other Maine covered bridges, is that an exfra timber
has been added to double timber one of each of the cross's braces. These
horficed cross braces provide the strength for the principle chord on the
hottom of the span and again for the tie chord at the top of the span. The
two spans were builtin paralliel 19' apart. The two spans are tied fogether
ith narrow spaced cross beams. Over these cross beams stringers run the
ength of the bridge and the planking of the floor runs from side to side
bver the stringers. In addition , two spaced wheel runways run the length
pf the bridge.

The top chords of the two spans privide the plate for the roof. The
rafters tie into the plafte and a roof supporting truss work with ridge pole
¢completes the support of the gable. The roof is now covered with asphalt
shingles. The sides of the bridge are boarded in. Boards run up and down

and then are covered with cedar shakes. The ends of the gable are boarded in
own to the 14' clearance, and are covered by cedar shakes. This bridge is
he only completely shingled covered bridge in Maine.

This bridge is in excellent condition. Side boards, trim pieces and
ornice boards are painted in white. The whole effect is pleasing. The bridg
as been tested for strength and 5 gross tons is allowed. The bridge is
ctively used.

POTENT |AL_THREAT: Only natural causes.

This description is of the present condition. Overall the condition of t
abric is excellent. The structure is maintained by the Town of Corinth and
he State Highway Commission. What is seen today, excepting the asphalt
hingles and the possible white trim, is close tfo what was seen when this
ridge was erected.
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learliest times the site of saw mills. . No doubt many bridges have previously

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

BACKGROUND :

Corinth is situated 18 miles northwest of Bangor. The land surface is
quite level, the rock is chiefly granite and the soil loamy. This area in
the earliest of times of the whiteman's penetration was important for stands
of\Qine TimbeP\for which the cutting was first undertaken in 1792. Through
the township then known as No. 2, 4th Range, flows the Kenduskeag Stream
famous in the History of Maine's Lumber Industry. This stream provided the
power for many of the saw mills that supported the growth and importance

of the City of Bangor. Saw mills were built in the earliest times in what is
now Corinth. The earliest settlers were Adner Tibbetts and Daniel Budgse,
who had planned fo go fto Ohio in 1792,but on examining the land left by the
new cutting operations decided to settle here naming the area 'New Ohio'.

A farming economy replaced the timber cutting and by 1870 the town, which
had been officially incorporated as Corinth in 18ll, had grown to support
1462 people. Today 197!, the population is 1220,

The Robieville or Robyville section of the Town of Corinth was in the

occupied the very site of the bridge now under consideration. However, no
accurate and permanent history has been available to this research. Never-
theless, it has been established that this bridge was built in 1876. |t is
one of tThe ten remaining covered Bridges in Maine, and it is still in use.
One of the other nine, the Morse Bridge in Bangor, also spans this same
Kenduskeag Stream. This Robieville Bridge, now spelled Robyville, is given
brief mention in a small work by Mason S. Palmer, written in 1883 (see
bibliography).




|. pPalmer, Mason S,,Eafiv.CIeanlnqs and Random Recoliections of the Town of

Bridges.

The Covered Bridges.

Corinth Maine From 1792 fto 1883 , Bangor,
2. Newspaper Article, Portland Press Herald, May 24, 1957, Maine's Covered

3. Brochure, Maine State Highway Commission, Covered Bridges in Maine.
4. Magazine article, Down East, May 1955, Treading into Maine -

5. Allen, Richard Sanders, Covered Bridges of the Northeast,
1957.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service.
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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