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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 8300489 

Property Name: Breslin Building 

County: Jefferson 

Date Listed: 6/20/2013 

State: KY 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached 
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding e National Park Service certification included in the nomination 

ocrnnentatio . 

t,/2,;j2v, ~ 
Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Section 4: Certification 

The objection to listing for the Breslin Building was lifted by the current owners. The property 
retains integrity from its original submission and period of significance. It is now listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

These changes were made after consultation with the Kentucky SHPO 

The Kentucky State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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0MB NO 1024-001 8 
EXP. 12/31184 

For NPS use only 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

received APR 2 L. I 83 
date entered 

See Instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Bl:.'e~lin :auilding 

and/or common F.:j..nca,§tle Bu.:j..ld.:j.._ng 

2. Location 

street & number 

clty,lown LQU.:j..~vtlle na vicinity of 

state l<entucky - code 021 county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
na district -~ubllc 

• ~ bulldlng(s) ~ private 
na,_ structure ~ both , 
~ site Publlc Acquisition 
Ba-- object ~ In process 

na being considered 

Status 
__xx occupied 
....na unoccupied 
_na work in progress 
Accessible 
....na yes: restricted 
-XX. yes: unrestricted 
nano . 

4. Owner of Property 

name w. R. Cole c/o Fincastle Building 

street & number 305 W Broadway 

city, town Loui$V;i:.lle ....na vicinity of 

sssgnsssfsnel dfntrfst 

Present Use 
na agriculture 
XX commercial 

---J'.la educational 
-..na. entertainment 

na government 
na industrial · 
na military 

.na,- not for publlcatlon 

code lll 

na museum 
napark 
na private residence 

_na religious 
__na scientific · 

na transportation 
na other: 

Kentucky state 40207 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefterson County Courthouse 

street & number 517 w. Jef:f;erson 

city, town Lou.:j..sville state Kentucky 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 
tltle Kentucky Survey o.:f; Hi~toric Sites has this property been determined eligible? ~- yes aa-:-4'1o 

date 1978 na.._ federal xx...... state __na._ county n,a.._ local 

depository for survey records Kentucky He;rita,ge Council 

city, town ..._ Frankfort state Kentucky 



7. Description 

Condition 
xx excellent ~t'f}JL- deteriorated 

....lliL. good.;. .. ' _:___na.rulns 
na fair na unexposed 

Check one 
na unaltered 

~altered 

Check one 
~ original site 

na,moved date ~~~----------

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Breslin Builo.ing is locateq-on the :main !:;louthe;i;-n a,1;tery of the central business 
district of Louisyilleo The Breslin BuilcUng ii;. located close to the old YMCA 
Building (Nat:j..onal ~egiste:r, 1977), the Heybu1;n Building (National Register, 1979) 
ano the 6l;'own Hotel (~a,tional F,eg;tstel;, 1978). ~ The :;.t:r;uctur,e lies. within the area 
of the Broadway ~edeyeloprnent J;>:i;:oject, which includes a major renovation of the 
Brown Hotel. 

The Breslin Building is a six.,..sto;t;'Y, buf:f;.,..bi;ick and terracotta structure. The 
Broadway fa,cade consist:;;_ of five ba,yso The lower flQO;t;' is shea,thed in te;i::-ra cotta 
with entrance in the weste;t;'n-:most bay. The entl;ance cons:i:..sts. of a,n a1;ch w;i.th incised, 
classical :motifs, the large keystone is ado1;neo with an aca,nthus lea:f;o The a,rch is 
flanked by two collll-iiPs with t'1.i.sted rc;,;pe-like sha,fts and styl:j..zed aca,nth.us lea:!; ca,pitals. 

The second and third stor±.es i:i,:t;'e a,lso i;ihea,thed in te;i;-::t;a cotta,., The bi:1:¥S a1;e a.rticulated 
by fluted pilasters with stylised Ic;,nic cc;,lunins ~ Tb.e two end ba.ys a.re IQQ:t'e el.borate 
in treatment with rope .... J,ike colUIQnSo The \:/all surface .:Ls ado;t;'ned with bas-relie:f; motifs 
o:f; shields and g;r;.:j_ffins. The end ba,ys have -three coupled windows on each floor and the 
central bay ha!;l paired windo'-:ls. This patte1;n of fenest;r;a,ti_on continues on the fourth and 
fifth floor.S. The wall area of these :f;loo;i;s is shea,.th.ed in buf:f; brick. Te;i;-r,a cotta, 
panels adorned with shields, ribbons and to:r;ches a;i;-ticulate the windows of the two :f;loors. 
Above the fifth floor w.i:ndows a,i;-e ter1;a cotta, pa,nels with ca,;i;touche,,:i;-.:j.bbc;,n a,nd.cornucopia 
rnoti:f;so The s.:j..xth floor. fenestration pa,ttern :i;epea,ts tha,t pf the lc;,we:r :l;loo,i; a,nd is 
sheathed in te:r;:rc:1- cotta,o Setw,een th.e ba,ys a,1;e li:1,r,~e teq;a, cotta, pa,nels a;lle He:1;rtiae ... like 
figures (fell!,ale :f;onn 1;athe:i; than that oi Hel;ltles). o · On the J?a:r;apet .:Ls a, central panel with 
a fluer-de-lii,;; and :i;incea,u <lecoration and two pa,nel,i;i -with. wreaths .and._sways. 

The major e:xter:j.or a,ltei;a,tions ha,ve occurn;ed on the first-story store fronts which now 
have aluminum storefront systems. Thia. is .a c.o:rnnl-on alterati_on @d does not change the arr.ti-
culation of the bays a,nd the impor.ta~ce of the terra cotta decoration.· 



a. Significance 

Period 
na._ prehistoric 
na..._ 1400-1499 
na- 1500-1599 
:aa- 1600-1699 
mr-- 1700-1799 
___g_a, 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
~ archeology-prehistoric _na community planning na landscape architecture· na religion 
...na.- archeology-historic -lla.Conservatlon na law - _na science 
___na,agrlculture ___naeconomics ____llilllterature _nasculpture 
~rchltecture ...na... education ---1!...c3rnllltary ---1!...asoclal/ 
~aart ...na... engineering ___E_amuslc humanitarian 
___Q_~ommerce ...na... exploration/settlement ---1!...aphllosophy _n_atheater 
--11..a,communications na Industry ___Q_cipolltlcs/government __natransportation 

...na... Invention .. , ·" r • __ __naother (specify) 

1927 Builder/Architect Joseph & Joseph 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) , . 

The deJ.,:j:oate, :R;e.n9t.~99:n.oe~+n~vt.1;e4 ba,§~;i;el.:j..e:f;$ . .:j..,n te:i;;:i;-a, c9tta, which adorn the Breslin 
Building are a ballma:i;k o:e t}'.le wo:i;-~ one o:f; Loui$v;Ule •, 1;:,· nJ.aj91; i3,rcbitectural :f;irm1;:, of 
the 1920$, Josep}:l. & Jo$eph. The structure is one of seve:i:;a,l ill).po.rtant conµne:i:;cial 
buildings to ,:i;'erQ.ai.n on Brqa.d¼'a,y, the c;i:. ty' 1;3 mqst :µg.po,:i;:ta,nt oon}Il).eroial hub 9~ this 
pe:i:;.:j..od. 

The Breslin Building was comitructed in 1927 by Frank Breslin, a genei;-al contractor, 
as an office b'uilding. The oi;-ig;i:.na,l pla,ns ca,lled for a later addit;i:.on of nine stories 
which we:i;e neye:i:; built due to the depres.sion. Tb.e proportions and a:i;:"ticulation of the 
existing building :i;:"eflect this. 

The building wa$ o.es·igned by one o:f; the city~$ rqos.t pl;'oli.:l;ic firnJ.$ of the period, 
Joseph & Jo$eph. Tbe fil;Ill. wa$ founded .:j:.n 1908 a,no. and thi"iyed duhing tlie 1920s \lith the 
Rialt9 Th.ea,t:i:;e {_destroyed).; the Kentucky Theat:i;-e, the Conµnoo.ore Apai;-t_ments (National 
Register, 19~82 ). anc'l the DMtbmoth a,ncl W.U.l9w Te;r;,t;"a,ce 2\part_ments (.Cherokee Triangle 
N~tional Registe17 cli:$trfot ·June·/ 19.7tj}_ · ~nd huriJ,e:itous" res·idencel;3' to tbeir credit. The 
:f;irrn genera,lly utilized a, delica,te ~en~is$a,nce t~eat_ment o.:I; bolder ~edite:i:;ranean motifs. 

The Breslin Bui:ld:j:ng c'lenJ.onst,t;'a,tes the cc;mt;Lnued inte:i;:est .:j:.p classical motifs :f;ound 
:erequently in oomme;1:;c.;Lal a:r;ol):j:tectu,t;'e ;tn· Lc;:,u.;L~v.:j:J.le du:r;:j:ng th;t~ pe:i;:iod. The ter:i;a 
cotta bas-reliefs of the Breslin Building are reminiscent of Quattrecento architectural 
decoration. The figures of the Breslin Building, though three-dimensional in quality 
are compressed against the front plane of the sculptured panel creating a strong 
linear pattern with a graceful, rhythmical quality. Terracotta was a popular 
decorative material in Louisville from the 1890s to the 1930s, and allowed for a wide 
range of decorative expression which was economical The classically inspired 
decoration of the Breslin Building is some of the finest terracotta work to survive 
in Louisville. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
"Breslin Building," Louisville Courier-Journal 22 May 1927 
"Breslin Obtains $600,00 :Pennit for Si x Story Building1 Louisville Courier-Journal 

27 April 1927 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Less tl:lan 1 acre 

Quadrangle name Louisville West 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1: 2400 0 
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Verbal b9undafy d~.JSfriptiqn a.nd justificatiQ.I\ go.•, v 
175 

,. 
City o~ Louisv~i e, BlocK I3 K Lot ll9 approxiniately ~ 

Building occupies entire lot . 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
na na na 

state code county code 

na na na na 
state code county code 

11. Form· Prepared By 

name/title I II 
Ma rty Hedgepetb , Dir@ctor or Researe 

organization Landmarks Crnnm i ss i B:Ate 11-2-82 

street & number 727 W Main St " telephone 502/587 ... 3501 

city or town Louisville state Kentucky 40202 

na 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national _ _ state / local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

title~ 

For NPS use only 
]' hereby certify that this property Is lw081UIM1n the National Register 

I . J J 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: 
Chief of Registration 

date 

date 

-1 

):. 



N PS Form 10·900•& 
(3-82) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Breslin building 

Continuation sheet 3o5 W • Broadway Item number 9 
bot!'!i::euill@, ~eife~sen, K¥ 

Joseph, Alfred. s., n ;. Intexy±_ew, 11 Ap,11.:j:l 1978, 

"Mortage l'iolder Pllrcba,ses- a.lfes.l.:j:n Build.:j:ng," Lquisv;tlle Cou;r;ier ... JouJ:;nal 
15 Marcb. 19.38. 

0MB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Page 2 

"Plans to Add Nine Start.es to Bres-l±n Builcl;i:ng," Lou±sv.:i:.lle Cou;r;ier-Jou:i;nal 
13 Marcb. 19 29, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

/ 

Mapped by the Army Map Service and the Geological Su rvey 
Edi ted and publi shed by the Geological Su rvey 
Con trol by USGS, USC&GS, USCE, and the Ci ty of Louisvi ll e 

Topograph y by pho togrammetric methods from aerial photographs 
taken 1947. Field checked 1950. Revised by the Geologica l Survey 1965 
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10.000-foot grid s ba sed on Kentucky coordinate system . 
nort h zo ne , and Indiana coordin a te system, east zone 
1000-meter Un iversa l Transverse Mercator grid t icks, 
zone 16, shown in blue 
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general ly vis ible on aerial photogra ph s. This informa t ion is unchecked 

The state boundary as shown represents the approxima te posi t ion 
of the low water line as determined from U.S. Cor ps of Eng ineers 
Oh io River charts, surveyed 1912 , and supplementary information 

Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark build ings are shown 
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Breslin Bldg. (Fincastle Bldg.) 
305 W. Broadway 
Louisville, Jefferson Cty., KY 
Diane Kane, Landmarks Comm. 727 W. Main 
Louisville, KY. 1979 
Photo 1 Facade looking north 





Breslin Building 

305 W. Broadway 
Louisville,Jefferson Cty, Ky 
M.A. Allgeier 6/83 
_1:,9,ndJl}a:t;-kEl Co~nri:,l=I9.f P+l. 
727 W Main 
Louisville, Ky 
Photo 2 
3rd St facade 
facing west 

• 





Breslin Building 
305 W. Broadway 
Louisville,Jefferson Cty, Ky 
M.A. Allgeier 6-83 
Land~c!_rk$ Co.npnission 

727 W Main 
Louisville, Ky 
Photo 3 
Detail, main facade 
facing north 

• 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Breslin Building 

STATE & COUNTY: KENTUCKY, Jefferson 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 

5/24/13 
7/03/13 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 

6/18/13 
7/10/13 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 83004589 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

N 
N 
y 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N 

WAIVER: N 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

REJECT ' ' 2.,(!) . l } DATE 

Entered im 
Tlae National Rezister 

of 
Hi1torlc Places 

RECOM./CRITERIA ---------
REVIEWER DISCIPLINE ------------ ----------
TELEPHONE DATE ------------ -------------
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 

N 
N 
N 



CERTIFIED MAIL 

FlNCASTLE ASSOCIATES 
Fincastle Bui. lding 

305 West Broadway 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 

(502) 589-2171 

Mrs. Mary Cronan Oppel, Di.rector 
Kentucky Heritage Council and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Education and Humanities Cabinet 
Ninth Floor, Capital Plaza Tower 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 

February 23, 1983 

Re: Fincastle Building 

Dear Mrs. Oppel: 

305 West Broadway 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 

In reply to your letter of January 26, 1983, we, the owners of the above 
referenced Fincastle Building wi.sh to object to being listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Yours truly, 

FINCASTLE ASSOCIATES 

Subscribed and SV\Orn to me this ~ day of February, 1983. 

~ Et. BEJ~JTM3~ 
·'if.. •~011,r-c •~~ 

Notary Public - State at Large 

My Commission expires #7 



HERITAGE 

April 4, 1983 

Mr. Jerry Rogers, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Rogers : 

Enclosed is the nomination form for the Breslin Building located at 
305 West Broadway in Louisville which was approved as meeting the 
criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places by the 
Kentucky Historic Preservation Review Board when it met on March 1, 
1983. 

Since the owner has objected to the listing in a notarized letter 
of objection, I am requesting that this historic property be Determined 
Eligible for Listing in the National Register of Historic Places pursuant 
to 36 CFR 60.6(s). 

MCO:RMP:bsc 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~ ;;ffd 
e,.onan Oppel, Director 
Kentucky Heritage Council and 
State Hi storic Preservation Officer 

I 
l RECEIVED 

Ml 2 2 1983 

tr-J~:n.Q.~ 
~~GJS,llltR 

' / ·;·-; ·- .- ,-... .. ,, ( 1· ,--.) ·~., .............. ;_._l ~-

THE KENTUCKY HERITAGE COUNCIL THE STA TE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601 (502) 564-7005 



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOfilC Pl:ACES 
............. , 1 ... ..,_, 2 :r1ar 
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N,s Form 10-800 
(7 .. 1) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

r, r '1 ~ 
V ,, ; -~ ; · · '7 ..... .,, ,1 ,"'\J -

- • - I.., &_•· · , .; , 18 
t · /')! / . / .... i1.-84 

For NPS UH only 

National Register of Historic Places . 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

received APR 2 L. IS vv 

-- ~;t~ ~t;rea---- -~--~-· .... .,___ 

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Breslin Building 

and/or common F.:j:.ncastle Build.:j._ng 

2. Location 

street & number 305 W: Broa,c!:way 

clty,lown Louisville na vicinity of 

state • :K.entucky · code 021 county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
na district _rupubllc 

• ~ buildlng(s) xx._ private 
na_ structure _na both 
Aa-- site Public Acquisition 
aa- object _na In process 

na being considered 

Status 
....xx occupied 
_na unoccupied 
....na work in progress 
Accessible 
_na yes: restricted 
__xx yes: unrestricted 
nano . 

4. Owner of Property 

name w. R. Cole c/o Fincastle Building 

street & number 305 W Broadway 

city, town Louisville ....na. vicinity of 

11 ninnsl di st I n 

Je~fe~s.on 

Present Use 
na agriculture 
xx commercial 

-na. educational 
__na entertainment 

na government 
na industrial · 
na military 

na. not for publlcatlon 

code 111 

na museum 
napark 
na private residence 

_na religious 
_na scientific 

na transportation 
na other: 

Kentucky state 40207 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefferson County Courthouse 

street & number 517 w. Jefferson 

city, town Louisville state Kentucky 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Kentucky Survey of Historic Sites has this property been determined eligible? .xx _ yes aa-:--no -----------------------
date 1978 na__ federal xx._ state ...na.. county na_. local 

de~osltory for survey records Kentucky Heritage Council 

city, town Frankfort state Kentucky 



Returned

7. Description 

Condition 
xx excellent 

...llii.. good 
na fair 

· n.s_ deteriorated 
____n_a ru Ins 

na unexposed 

Check one 
na unaltered 

JOLaltered 

Check one 
~ original site 

namoved date __,A/~:::-_ ______ __ _ 

Deacribe the pre• ent and original (if knownl phy• ical appearance 

The Breslin Building is located-on the rQ.ain southern artery of the central business 

district o:f; Louisyille. Th.e BJ;ei;;lin Bu;i.lcUng is located close to the old YMCA 

Building (National ~eg:j..ste:i;-, 1977), the Heyburn Build:j..ng (National Register, 1979) 

and the BJ;'own Hotel rn:ational R,eg.i:s.te;r;, 1978) • The structw;:e lies within the area 

of the Broadway R,edeyelopment ~reject, which includes a major renovation of the 

Brown Hotel. 

The Breslin Building is a six.,..sto:r;ry, bu:f;f.,..b:r;rick and terracotta $tructure. The 

Broadway facade consists of five ba,YSo The lower floor is sheathed in ter:i;-a cotta 

with entrance in the weste:r;rn-most hay. The ent?;ance consis.ts. of an a.J;"ch with incised, 

classical motifs, the large key$tone is adorned with an acanthus lea:f;. The arch is 

flanked by two colllll}PS with twisted rope.,..like sha:f;ts ancl $tyl;i.zed acanthus leaf capitals. 

The second and .third stori.es a:i;-e also $heathed in te.r:r;a cotta. The ba,:ys a;re articulated 

by fluted p.:j::lasters w.i:th $tylised Ionic columns~ Th.e two end bays are more el.borate 

in treatment with rope ... l;i.ke column$. The wall surface ;is ado:r;ned with bas ... relief motifs 

of shields and g:r;iffins~ The end b.a,ys have .th:i;-ee coupled windows on each floor and the 

central bay has paired windows. This patte;rn of :f;ene5t;1;ation continue$ on the fourth and 

fifth floor~. The wall area of these floo;i:;5 is she~th.ecl .:i:.n bu:i;:f; brick. Te:r;:r;a cotta 

panels adorned with shields, ribbons and to:r;rches articulate the windows of the two floorso 

Above the fi:f;th floor windows are terracotta panels with cartouche,.:r;:ibbon and cornucopia 

motifs. The s;i.xth floor fenestration pattern :r;:epeati;; that 9£ th.e l9we:r;: :f;loo:i;- and is 

sheathed in te:r;ra cotta .. :Setween the bays are la:r;ge te:r;:i;-a cotta, panels are Hermae .. like 

figures (female form :i;ather than that of HeJ:,:ltlei;;). . On the pai;-apet is a central panel with 

a fluer-de-lis and rinceau decoration and two panels -with .wreaths .. ancLsways. 



Returned

a. Significance 

Period 
na_ prehistoric 
na.--1400-1499 
na--1500-1599 
aa--- 1600-1699 
ircr-1700-1799 
___!!9-1800-1899 
~1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
n.a_ archeology-prehistoric ...na community planning na -iandscape architecture · na religion 

...1la- archeology-historic -naconservation na law ...na science 

____naagrlculture _naeconomics --1li:lllterature _nasculpture 

~rchitecture _na_ education __!!_c3rnllitary _!!_asocial/ 

___!!_¾rt _na_ engineering --1lamusic humanitarian 

____!l_acommerce ...na_ exploration/settlement __!!_clphllosophy _!!__atheater 

-----llilcommunlcatlons ..lli!..... Industry __1!_apo1itics/government _natransportatlon 

..na... Invention .. . . _-.naother (specify) 

1927 Builder/Architect Joseph & Joseph 

Statement of Significance (In one paragrapht 

The del.:j:ca,te, ~~n~f,ij~~nce~+nl?-f?:j:;-~e4 l:;lci:1?,":"".?;el:j..eff?- .j._n te:i;ra, cc;,tta which adorn the Breslin 

Building a:i;-e a bal~ark of: the work one of: Louisy,tlle',s rg.ajor architectural firms of 

the 1920$, Joseph & Jo$eph. The structure is one of $everal important commercial 

buildings to ;r;en}ain on Broa,dway, the city'· s rg.ost i.n).po:i;tant cQI'llmercial hub of this 

pe:i;.iod. 

The Breslin Bu.:jJ.ding was con~tructed in 1927 J:;iy Frank Breslin, a general contractor, 

as an office build.j.ng~ The o:i;-ig:j..na,l plans called for a later addition of nine stories 

which were never built due to the depression. The proportions and articulation of the 

existing building reflect this. 

The building was designed by one o.:f; the city'-s most prolific firms of the period, 

Joseph & Joseph. The firrQ. was founded :j..n 1908 and and thrived du:b.ing the 1920s \lith the 

~ialto Tb.ea,tre (_q.esitroyed)_; the Kentucky Theatre, the Coll!fQ.odore ApartrQ.ents (.National 

~egister, 19-82 )_ a,no. the O~tbIQ.oth and Willow Terra,ce A,partrQ.ents {_Cherokee Triangle 

National ~eg.iste:r;r clistrict · june-, ·; 1976) · and humerous .. res·idences· to their credito The 

::f;irm gene.ra,lly ut:j:;lized a delicate ~ena,issance treatment o.:f; bolder Mediterranean motifso 

The Breslin au±ld:j::ng dem.on$trates the oont;Lnued interest :j..n classical motifs found 

frequently in COillI!Jercial arcnitectu:i;e .:i:n.Louisyille du:i;,tng this period. The terracotta 

decora,tion is a,mong th.e o.elicate and graceful to survive .:j:.n the cityo 
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NPS Form 10·900-a 
(J.82) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Dr~slin building 

Continuation sheet 3o5 W • Broadway Item number 9 
Eeuie,ille, oeife•s&R, ~ 

Joseph, Alfred s., II.. Interyiew, 11 Aprtl 1978. 

"Mortage Holder Purchases Sreslin Building," Louisville Cou.rier-Journal 
15 March_ 19.38 

0MB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Page 2 

"Plans to Add Nine Stor±.es to Bresli.n Building, 11 Loui~y±lle Cou.l'.lier-Journal 
13 March 19 29, 



Returned

' ' 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
"Breslin Building," Louisville Courier-Journal 22 May 1927 

"Breslin Obtains $ 600, 00 Fermi t for Six Story Building': Louisville Courier-Journal 

27 April 1927 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Less than 1 acre 

Quadrangle name- Louisville west 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

A U:.ili ~ I o, al 6 I 61 °1 ~ I 2 '3 I 1 17 I 8 I 0 I ew I I I I I I . I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

C Lu I.___.___ __ , I.___.__.........__ __ oL.iJ I I I I I I I I 
E Lu I I I .._l .....__._ ___ _ Fl_u I I I I I I I ' I I 

Gl_u I I ·I_!---- H l_u I I ,. -1- I' ., . L 1·· b· I 
Verbal b9undafY. d~•.criptiqn .... dJ11atiflcatiq11

9 City o:t; Lo~11?vi1.1.e, 1nocK n K Lot 1.1. . a.I?I?rpxi.nJa,tely 90.', ~ 175' 

Bu~lding occupies entire lot .. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
· na na na 

state code county code 

na na na na 
state code county code 

11. Form· Prepared By 

name/tltle r·· , 
Marty Hedgepeth, Directo;r: or Rcsea:reh 

organization Landmarks Camm; ss; ,1Mte 11-2-82 

street & number 727 w 11,ain St. telephone 50.2/587-.350l 

city or town Louisville state Kentucky 40202 

na 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

_national __ state ./ 
_local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natlonal Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title .. > ...,_ / ., .~ j .,, 

For NPS use only 77 
I hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: 
Chief of Registration 

date , 
) 

date 

date 



Returned

78 
~' 

" 
.:'.:, 

• 

C 1' 

--- ""'::c:--... 0 1 

5CAL( or rCET "!: o » ( O 
t::s:::::::d · __ ' I 

.... ... , 

' , 

,, 
< s 

5 

r,J [:] 

_f 

, 
/lcsr ,., -~ ~• • ·N ..,,.,., ~ 

- - _~:::..",_:-rt._•;;;,;~•I_!! 13 
11_/?.,.•,.s_r __ ,._•_,._.,,_:.,i.'__,-;:•"'::_',_;•_:·•-,! ... ,._4-::Jt.--"!~-"-°!" ;/1 

I / ,t ll , N ~ 

L.-BOARO 0 F' 

w BROADWAY 

T 
•·· 

s E E .v 0 L 
_ _l_ 

.... 

u 1 E 2 E 

• 

t; 
t-' 

ll <fl 

• ~,, 
r-1 

~ 

! ~I .,, 
ui 

. 
l 
;,, 

' l .. 

80 

, .. ,,,,, 

I 

----I 
i 

·· .! 

I 

--, 

I 
~ 

I 
--, 

I 
--, 

-, 
I 
I 

7 
---, 

I 
I 

7 . 

---, 

! 
I 

7 



DETERMINED ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE KENTUCKY 

DATE DETERMINED SEP 2 1933 

Name Location 

Breslin Building Louisville 
Jefferson County 

---- - ------ ---- ---- - - -·- -

Also Notified 

NPS REGIONAL OFFICE: Southeast 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street, NW 
Suite 430 
Washington, DC 20005 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Ms. Mary Cronan Oppel 
Director, Kentucky Heritage Council 
Capitol Plaza Tower, 9th floor 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)272-3504. 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR · - ,- --·'-'1 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE DOE/OWNER OBJECT 10 ,, 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Breslin Building 
K Jefferson County 
KENTUCKY 

D.ubstanti v.e Review; 

Working No. ,r;/;i.,. 3/'?" 3 
Fed. Reg. Date: L 

@ resubmission 
D nomination by person or local government 
µZl. owner objection 

Date Due : / fj ~/,s: ~ 
Action: ~CEPT -i!7--,,1.-/~3 

liet'ermined EI:fglo1e _ RETURN / 
__ REJECT _______ _ 

D appeal 

Substantive Review: D sample D request • appeal 

Reviewer's comments: 

-YJ A e4~b1.C:.Wt~\ --<.12?Jue,iJ£& 1,~~c'_ c:i,,i ~tab~_/ WK (, 
-1~'/,,L() (tl-t/;,t_ 0 VY· ~~i,J_~ ~"' l.orAJi<J V"d.R ),t,l,<J .tee,,,, l' 'f./ t&-4c;7 -

&Jdv~11 :V cud~a~ 4+~.,.:[ Gt✓-> ~ cef r/4 {J4f 
r2--'(t-vVvf /VJ c6 f Jw cwe c:6 k./1.Ao coet_o t',,.,, -//,(,) c,Jq 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

Ogood 

Dtair 

D deteriorated 

D ruins 

D unexposed 

Dyes 

Status 
Accessible 

Ono 

Check one 

D unaltered 

D altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D alterations/integrity 
D dates 
D boundary selection 

Federal Agency : ___________ _ 

D NR decision 

i1/;e;16/(> 
Recom./Crit,ria ~ G 
Reviewer / ,:,.__,.&cl, ~r/J,thJ 
Discipline J/,,1avicr 
Date ' 'J J 5! 
__ see continuafion sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

D original site 
D moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
D relating significance to the resource 
D context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
D justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property --= --'----=i 
Quadrangle name _____ _ 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

• Maps 
D Photographs 
D Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------------== =------=-:::::::--------

Signed----~ ~~;--- =-------- Date ----===-----=-=-- Phone : ___________ _ 

Comment:; for any itBm may be continued on an attached sheet 



 

 Correspondence 
associated with the Additional Documentation 



'Cnurus enpitnl v«nnngement 

Lindy Casebier 
Acting State Historic Preservation Officer 
Kentucky Heritage Council 
300 Washington Street 
Frankfort KY 40601 

Dear Mr. Casebier: 

I am the sole owner of the property currently Determined Eligible by 
the National Register and known as Fincastle/Breslin Building, located 
at 301 Broadway, Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky. I 

objection to the property being listed in the National 

Please print name 

The person whose signature appears above signed before me on 

717 /3 !!--- > 2013. 

~(~~ Notary~ 

My Commission expires: {),£, -0,I- :Zo /3 

"Service, Beyond the Square Foot" 

The Taurus Park Place Building 
10300 Linn Station Road 

Suite 225 
Louisville, KY 40223 

Taurus Fincastle Building 
303 W. Broadway 

Louisville, KY 40202 

Galen Center 
1031 Zorn Ave. 

Louisville, KY 40207 

Weissinger Gaulbert Building 
709 S. 3rd St. 

Louisville, KY 40202 

'. \, \. \ 

por.i_e:J~~ 

-1 ~ , 



RECEIVED 2280 

STEVEN L. BESHEAR 

GOVERNOR 
TOURISM, ARTS AND HERITAG 

KENTUCKY HERITAGE CO 

Y 2 4 11¥, RCH A SP RROW 
.. ' S E RETA 

Ms. Carol Shull, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 

NAt REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION FFICINATIONALPARK SERVICE 

300 WASHINGTON STREET ----......;:..:..:,.:;.::,;,.:::..:.:.:~-_j 
FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601 

PHONE(502)564-7005 
FAX(502)564-5820 

www.heritage.ky.gov 

May 20, 2013 

LINDY CASEBIER 

ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

1201 "I" (Eye) Street, NW 8th Floor 
Washington DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The current owner of the Breslin Building, in Jefferson County, Kentucky, requests National Register listing for the 
property. The property was determined eligible in 1983, due to the previous owner's objection. That status is witnessed 
by a copy of the notice received from your office announcing the DOE, enclosed in this mailing. 

We are asking for expedited listing of this property. Listing by June 20 is required for the owners of this property to 
receive a Kentucky state tax credit. We have written to Jim Gabbert of your staff, who reviews Kentucky properties, and 
he has guided us to submit our request in these terms. Thank you for your special attention to this property. 

KentuckyUnbridledSpirit.com 

Sincerely, 

Lindy Casebier, Acting SHPO and 
Executive Director 
Kentucky Heritage Council 

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D 



STEVEN l. BESHEAR 

GOVERNOR 
TOURISM, ARTS AND HERITAGE CABINET 

KENTUCKY HERITAGE COUNCIL 

MARCHETA SPARROW 

SECRETARY 

Ms. Carol Shull, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 

THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
300 WASHINGTON STREET 

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601 
PHONE(502)564-7005 

FAX(502)564-5820 
www.heritage.ky.gov 

May 20, 2013 

LINDY CASEBIER 

ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION °0FFICER 

1201 "I" (Eye) Street, NW 8th Floor 
Washington DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The current owner of the Breslin Building, in Jefferson County, Kentucky, requests National Register listing for the 
property. The property was determined eligible in 1983, due to the previous owner's objection. That status is witnessed 
by a copy of the notice received from your office announcing the DOE, enclosed in this mailing. 

We are asking for expedited listing of this property. Listing by June 20 is required for the owners of this property to 
receive a Kentucky state tax credit. We have written to Jim Gabbert of your staff, who reviews Kentucky properties, and 
he has guided us to submit our request in these terms. Thank you for your special attention to this property. 

KentuckyUnbridledSpirit.com 

Sincerely, 

Lindy Casebier, Acting SHPO and 
Executive Director 
Kentucky Heritage Council 

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D 
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