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NITOW. REGSTER R TER A STAIBNENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Simon Pl impton/n/wiouStis significant foritsassociationuiththe
settlement period of Southbridge's history andthe devel opment of it s

mill economy, anditsregionally significant center chimney house
form | t mets National Register criteria AandC at t helocal level
and retains integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship,

design, feeling, andassociation. The boundaries of this propertyare
those of current ownership, outlined onthe attached assessors map,
the large parcel contributing totherural quality surroundingt he
house and barn.

AHTEIUR. SGNHCGANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other burldings wthin the conimnity.
This two-and-ra-half story; five bay, center entry house has the typical central chimmey place-
ment, gable roof anddouble pile vernacular form popular i nCentral Massachusetts fromthe
late-~18th through the m d—49th century. Qne source indicates that the house was built i n
1819, however, the broad eaves andthe substantial Geek Revival doorframes appear to
date from them d-19th century. Despite these alterations andthe later-19th century
addition of a porch across the facade, the house remains one of the best preserved exanples
of 19th-century rural architecture i n Southbridge. Surrounded by open space and| arge ol d
trees, thehouse still retains abarn and rmuch of it srural setting.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omas playaed In local or sate history and how the
building relates to the dedgomatt of the community.
The |and onwhich this house stands seens originally to have been part of a larger tract of
115 acres settled by Col . Daniel Plinmpton who cane t oSturbridge i n 1738from Medfield.
Plimpton |and was divided between twotowns i n 1819 when Sout hbridge was established as a
separate entity. Sinmon Plimpton, a grandson of Capt. John Plimpton, i ssaid to have built
this house i n 1819together with hi sbrother Baxter. | n1823 Baxter deeded hi shalf of the
property toSinon. Later, in 1828, he built himself abrick house® no |onger standing”
across theroad. Sonetime before 1855, Sinon's sog, John B. Plimpton, occupied a small housecil
579 South Street™ just south of hisfather's house_, which hadbeen noved td-H'rf | @A)aj from
the Pond Factory region on Wodstock Road. After Sinon's death (pre-1870) the bi g house
was inherited by Tol™nB'%'4'ton occupied by hi swidow i n 1898. Today the housei s
still i nthehands of Plimpton co-relations.

Menbers of the Plinpton family began using water power nearia’j »Habout 1812|for a cotton
spinning and a wool carding mill. Later, about 1846, thelLitchfield Shuttle factory was
established across theroad fromthe Sinmon Plinpton house. Wth the exception of the houses
bel onging t othe Plimpton family, nost other houses i nthe area were occupied at onetinme

or another by persons related t othe shuttle business as partners, enployers® or enpl oyees.

B Bl QY and o FHEHRENES

maps, atlases
. Quinebaug Historical Society Leaflets, Vol. I, P. 49; Vol. Il, #7 &10
Deed to property i npossession of Richard Harwood, Decenber 12, 1823.
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