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AREA FORM NO. 

611 

Town Southbridge 

Address South Street 

Historic Name Slmon Plimpton Farmhouse 

Use: Present re s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1819 

Source Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Society Leafle 

Style Federal 

Architect Vn^m^ 

Exterior Wall Fabric clanboard 

Outbuildings bam ^T) 

Major Alterations (with dates) numerous 

changes in the 19th-century 

Condition 

Moved rW Date --n iQ^ 

Acreage OM'^ 

Setting rural/suburban area 

UTM REFERENCE ^^obo^^Z^ 

USGS QUADRANGLE ^.Jdtl'\imd(j^ AVr Cf 

SCALE (y^^ooo 

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci 
ed. S"! Ceccacci  

Organization Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
mission 

Date May 1986. 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Simon PI impton/n/wliouStis s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n u i t h t h e 
s e t t l e m e n t p e r i o d o f S o u t h b r i d g e ' s h i s t o r y and t h e development o f i t s 
m i l l economy, and i t s r e g i o n a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t c e n t e r chimney house 
form. I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l 
and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, 
d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The b o u n d a r i e s o f t h i s p r o p e r t y a r e 
those o f c u r r e n t ownership, o u t l i n e d on t h e a t t a c h e d assessors map, 
t h e l a r g e p a r c e l c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e r u r a l q u a l i t y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e 
house and barn. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conimjnity. 

This two-and-ra-half story; f i v e bay, center entry house has the t y p i c a l central chimney place­
ment, gable roof and double p i l e vernacular form popular i n Central Massachusetts from the 
late-~18th through the mid—19th century. One source indicates that the house was b u i l t i n 
1819, however, the broad eaves and the substantial Greek Revival doorframes appear to 
date from the mid-I9th century. Despite these alterations and the later-19th century 
addition of a porch across the facade, the house remains one of the best preserved examples 
of 19th-century r u r a l architecture i n Southbridge. Surrounded by open space and large old 
trees, the house s t i l l retains a barn and much of i t s r u r a l s e t t i n g . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The land on which t h i s house stands seems o r i g i n a l l y to have been part of a larger t r a c t of 
115 acres settled by Col. Daniel Plimpton who came to Sturbridge i n 1738 from Medfield. 
Plimpton land was divided between two towns i n 1819 when Southbridge was established as a 
separate e n t i t y . Simon Plimpton, a grandson of Capt. John Plimpton, i s said to have b u i l t 
this house i n 1819 together with his brother Baxter. I n 1823 Baxter deeded his half of the 
property to Simon. Later, i n 1828, he b u i l t himself a brick house^ no longer standing^ 
across the road. Sometime before 1855, Simon's soq, John B. Plimpton, occupied a small house ci1 
579 South Street^ j u s t south of his father's house_,which had been moved td-Hi'rf l«CaA.)orj from 

the Pond Factory region on Woodstock Road. After Simon's death (pre-1870) the big house 
was inherited by Tol̂ nB-'̂ i'̂ j'ton occupied by his widow i n 1898. Today the house i s 
s t i l l i n the hands of Plimpton co-relations. 

Members of the Plimpton family began using water power nearia^j »H about 1812|for a cotton 
spinning and a wool carding m i l l . Later, about 1846, the L i t c h f i e l d Shuttle factory was 
established across the road from-the Simon Plimpton house. With the exception of the houses 
belonging to the Plimpton family, most other houses i n the area were occupied at one time 
or another by persons related to the shuttle business as partners, employers^ or employees. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
maps, atlases 

_. Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Society Leaflets, Vol. I , P. 49; Vol. I I , #7 & 10 
Deed to property i n possession of Richard Harwood, December 12, 1823. 
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NPS fom 10O00* 
(tot) 

om Appmvtl Ho 102*0011 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Southbridge IffiA 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. Oakes, J.J., House 
Ha* 1-ual 2cvr' i ' . j r 0 ' 

At tes t 

Date/Signature 

^er cAAA-^^^^'-^i^^r^ A'^Ah 
62. P h i l l i p s , E.M., House ,. , ,. , 

At tes t 

63. Plimpton, Simon, Farmhous^ /iteeper 
rtiiiHrod In "tl39 

, . „ ̂ a*^!"^ HegiHtar Attest 

64. Richard, Stephen, House 

65. Sacred Heart Church Historic D i s t r i c t 
Eiitered In Lne 
iiatlonai Beglatec 

66, 
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Attest 

er 

Attest 
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67. St. George's Greek Orthodox Church ^^^^^^y.^^^^'^^^-^^/A'^y^ 
itered In the 

. .. .. »̂tlonal Beglster /"^^^ 

68. St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church— ' Keeper 
St. Mary's School tLntf^red In tha 

i l a t i o i i a l aaglstar Attest 

ALTA'^/ 

69. Stone, Lorenzo R., Hous.e fteepex 
Entered i n tha 
National Register At tes t 

^/^'>y 

70. Sumner, George, House -..p., t in ^ be 

Attes t 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION f 

PROPERTY Plimpton, Simon, Farmhouse 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Southbridge MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/15/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 5/31/89 
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DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 
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NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 
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ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness I'T-. 
clarity \ ^ 7 
'applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
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context 
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other 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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Please refer to the map in the 
V 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64000294 


