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1. Name of Property

historic name  Edward Peirce House/Henderson House of Northeastern University

other names/site number Henderson House of Northeastern University

2. Location

street & number 99 Westciiff Road N/A not for publication
city or town Weston _ _N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA  county Middlesex code 017  zip code 02193

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 1 hereby certify that thisJS"nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

A meets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide J2(locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

sbnature of certifying official/Tite  Juditfi B. McDonough, Executive Director *DaS
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Office

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parl< Service Certification
I, here[?y certify that this property is: eper Date of Action
sauntered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Edward Peirce House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property ‘e
(Checl< as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

*system of stone walls around

the house is counted as a structure
Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, mansion

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

TUDOR REVIVAL

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources witliin Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
. objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: education-related, conference center

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  Stone
walls Stone

Stucco
roof Slate

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Edward R. Peirce House (1925-7), is alarge, well-detailed frame Tudor Revival edate mansion
designed by the nationally-known Boston architecturd firm of Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbott.
Now caled Henderson House, the building is owned by Northeastern University and used as a
conference center. The 2'A gory hip-roofed househes amodified rectangular plan, hip roof, and stone.
The foundation and lower story, as well as the porte cochere and porches are congtructed of stone, the
sscond floor and gables are half-timbered, and the roof is date. The houseis in excdlent condition and
hes had few dterations snceits construction. The interior is Colonid Reviva in style and includes
woodwork and built-in features which have been remarkably well preserved. The Parce House is
located in Weston, Massachusetts, an affluent suburban community 12 miles west of Boston. Most
houses in the immediate neighborhood were built inthe 1960's on winding roads laid out within the
extensive property which once belonged to the Peirce estate. These one- and two-story Colonial Revival
and contemporary houses areset back at least 70' on one-to-two acre wooded lots. The Peirce House is
located on aparcel of nearly 6 acres, with over 700 feet of street frontage along Westciiff Road.
Especidly notable on the property are aressof exposed rock ledge and large boulders. The house faces
north and is dramatically sited on arock ledgewhich is the topographical high point of the area and
alowsfor panoramic views, especidly to the south. Because of the topography, mature trees, and
120" satback, the houseis not easily visible from the dreet and is st gpart from the neighboring houses.
The driveway entersfrom the dreet onto a paved parking lot, continues up the hill, branches off to a
sscond paved parking lot behind the house and then circles around the front and through the
porte-cochere. Judt north of the circular drive and south of the rear parking lot, the property iswooded
and the gradefalls of f sharply. The landscapetreatment includes mature trees, young flowering trees and
smple plantings, all well maintained. There are no outbuildings on the property. Two of the original
Peirce estate outbuildings remain in the neighborhood, where they have been remodeled and

. incorporated as part of newer homes

The principal, north-facing facade can be divided visualy into three parts: afour-bay esst wing which
containsthe kitchen and service rooms; a central section, with a slightly higher roofline, containing many
of the principal living goaces and afour-bay west wing &t a a45 degree angle from the main block,
containing the main living room and featuring a one-story stone open porch & the end. Approximately in
the center of this asymmetrical arrangement is the impressive sone porte-cocherewhich marksthe main
entrance. The three-part visua arrangement of the north facade is underscored by the use of three
front-facing gables, one & each end of the two wingsand one a the division point between the service
wing and principa living gopaces. The wall gableto the |eft of the porte-cochere is balanced visudly by a
prominent sone exterior chimney to the right of the entrance. To focus attention on the center,
decorative half-timbered patterning is concentrated around the entrance and the most daborate windows
ae located hereas well. . o

- The porte-cochereis built of rock-faced granite blocks of varying 9zes st in random rangework pattem.

' The shgpeof the blocks and type of goneis more uniform here than the stonework on the body of the
house. The porte-cochereistrimmed with gray granite blocks usaed at the top to form a sepped gable
within which is a square block with incised quatrefoil design. Matching wide elliptical archesare usd
for the openingson all four sides. A period lamp hangs abovethe vehicle passageway. Five granite
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block gepslead to an exterior vestibule with dliptical -arched openings on each sde. Originally, both
these openings were covered by decorative iron grates, divided into pands omamented with rosettesand
entwined ironwork tendrils. One of these iron window grates hes been removed and the ssonework
dtered to providefor awhedchair entrance from the driveway, in the goace between the exterior
vestibule and a sonewall which extends out between the central section and the east service wing. A
soond exterior light fixture, which dso may be original, islocated in the exterior vestibule.

The massve front entrance door is congructed using aheavy oak frame, reinforced with iron strapwork,
surrounding decorative ironwork pandsdesgned to alow light and air into the interior vestibule. The
fifteen iron pands, aranged three across, dternate two desgnswith centra rosettes surrounded by either
four rosettes or four leaves

First floor exterior sonework utilizes severd types of doneincluding varieties of graniteand
brownstone, each with different surface textures and coloring. The soneis shgpad into roughly
rectangular and square blocks st in random rangework pattem. Smal joints are used between sones,
and flat tool marks are visible. The sone is usad to form the messve exterior chimney a the right of the
porte-cochere. This"shoulder chimney" is graduated in width, beginning with abese that is 15 wide. A
plague bearing the sedl of Northeasterm University hes been placed a the base. A sscond exterior
shoulder chimney with an 8 wide beseisfound a the west end of the living room wing. Both chimneys
have recessad gone pands a the topmost level below the cep.

Another important feature of the first story isthe one-story sone porch a the end of the living room
wing. The stonework here isthe same as used on the porte-cochere, and the design isdso similar in the
ue of elliptical arches. Along the long Sde, decorative iron railings are usad between triple arches. A
battlement motif isused dong theflat roof.

Firgt floor windows are of many types, as the fenestration pattem of the houseis asymmetrical and
dependent on interior room arrangements. The most daborate window types are in the central section
and west wing. On either Sde of the large exterior chimney and a the end of the west wing are
three-part bay windows formed with three tall, narrow sseh. Also used dong the centra section and west
wing are groupings of three windows, each with fixed sseh of 32 small panesaranged 4x 8, above
which are decorative tympanums of carved wood leaf pattern which have been painted o that the leaves
ae picked out in brown againg acream background. Another notable window, located to the left of the
porte-cochere, isdso three-parts with assgmenta arch above.

The first floor trestment of the eedt (service) wing isdifferent from the rest of the house because of the
change ingrade, which alowsfor aground level basament gory a the eest end of the house. A high
gonewall bordering the driveway in front of the service wing ispartly set a an angle echoing the angle
of thewest wing. Behind thiswall the gradefallsoff, creating aground level basement for the sarvice
wing opening out onto a basement leve patio in the front hidden from the main entrance by the wall.
There isadoor from this patio into the house, but the main service entrance isfrom the rear (south)
facade a the southeest corner. Windows are generdly 12/16 in the service wing except for one arched
window a the end.

(continued)
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On the sacond floor, the richness of architectural detailing in the centra section helps to focus attention
here. Between the first and second floorsof the centrd section is awooden decorative trim band, from
which point the second floor projectsout dightly from the first floor. Above this band, a series of square
half-timbered decorative pands isrepeated aong mogt of the centra section, forming a decorative band
which further enphadzesthis section. Sscond floor windows are most daborate in the center section,
adding to the great variety of windows in the house. To the | eft of the porte-cochere is athree-part
window grouping with Tudor-arched upper sash. Abovethe porte-cochere isagroup of four 99 windows
with cut-out trefoil patterns in the upper window frames. Thiswindow type isrepeeted with atwo-part
grouping between the porte-cochere and exterior chimney. The central section isfurther emphasized by
acove cornice & the roofline. Windows in the second floor of the west wing have 8/12 saeh.

The gables a each end of the house and the wall gable to the left of the porte-cochere are critical tothe
design of the house, creating afocusfor decoration as well as ameansof emphasizing the three-part
arangement of eest wing, center section and west wing. The half-timbered patterning is different in eech
of the three front-facing gebles. At the pesk of the gebles isa smple pendant. Heavy bargeboards flair
out a the ends and are carved with leaf and quatrefoil designs. A clover design is carved into the wide
board between the second story windows and the gable.

Therooflineiscomplex. The hiproof over the center section is higher than the roofline of the eest ad
west wings. The east wing has agable roof intersecting a the eest end with acrossgable. Thewest
wing hes ahip roof intersecting & the west end with acrossgable. Theroof is covered with green dates
of relatively uniform sze and thickness. Guitters are copper. Decorative collection boxes can befound
on downgpouts all aong the north and south facades. The house hes two panded doneinterior
chimneys, located behind the ridgein the service wing and just in front of theridge, offset-1€ft, in the
main section. Dormers echo the gppearance of the gebles and have flared bargeboards, half-timbering,
smple pendants and date Sdes. Dormer windows are paired 4/4 sseh. Two front-facing dormers are
located in the service wing, two are located in the central section above the porte-cochere with one more
to theright of the large shoulder chimney, and two front-facing dormers are located in the west wing, for
atotal of saven along the north facade. Of these seven, the three in the central section have amore
daborate design, again focusi ng attention on this part of the house.

The south facade of the houseis similar to the north facade and isequaly daborate in all window and
trim detailing, indicating that it was consdered of equa importance. The south sSde of the eest (service)
wing has not been painted in recent years and is probably closer in gopearance to the original. Herethe
succo isan unpainted cream color and designs in the wood trim have not been picked out with paint of
contrasting color.

The south facade, like the north, isdivided visualy into three parts. The eest and west wings extend out
from acentrd core dominated by a six-sided one-gtory sdone sunroom with flat rooffinishedwith a
crendated battlement. Along the perimeter of the porch are eliptical arches now endlosed with four-part
multi-pane windows or doors, with multi-pane windows in the tympanums as well. Oneach Sde of the
aunroom are two gable pavilions, differentin size, projecting out from the main block of the house. The
gable pavilion on the eest sde of the Sone sunroom contains the dining room and features a bank of four

(continued)
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windows aong the first floor, al with 32 fixed pane sash aranged 4x 8, with carved tympanums.
Above, on the second floor, isagroup of three 12/12 windows enhanced with squeare half-timbered
decorétive pandls above. The half-timbered gable above, much like thase on the north side, hes carved
bargeboards, a smple pendant, and afour-part window. Dropfinialsare located a the corners of the
gable a the endsof the bargeboards. The gable pavilion onthe west Sde of the one sunroom contains
the morning room and hes a sscond story which projects dightly out from the first story and featuresa
drop finial a the southwest corner. Thewindow trestment isthe same as the dining room except that
there are only three 32-pane fixed ssshwindows & level one. On thewest wall of this gable pavilion is
another exterior shoulder chimney. The south facade of the west wing features another grouping of three
32-pare fixed sash windows with carved tympanums.

Treatment of the second floor and roof areesare similar on both north and south facades. Second floor
window types are similar to those found on the north sde. Dormers on the south facade are similar in

syle and arranged with two on the eest wing, two in the centra section above the porch, and two aong
the west wing.

The south facade of the eedt (service) wing is generdly a fiill 3 1/2 gories because the changein grade
mekes the basameant above ground level. The principa entrance to the service wing is located through
an arched opening on the last bay of the south Sde, reached by a flight of donegeps Presently, alarge
meta fire escgpeisusad to provide secondary exits from upper story rooms onthe eest wing. A massive
natural rock ledge is used on the south Sde to st off the service wing from the main living aressof the
house. A gone barbecuefireplaceislocated in the yard behind the service wing.

Around the house, rubblefieldstonewalls and retaining walls are usad to accommodeate the typography
of the Ste and changesin grade level. A doneretaining wall onthe north and eest Sde of the house
aong the driveway and behind the sarvice wing marks the separation between the relatively flat house
Ste and the segp dope down to Westciiff Road. A similar gonewall extends behind the rear parking lot
on the south sde. Asmentioned earlier, another sonewall isused to s of f the service wing onthe
north facade and on the south facade the same purpose is accomplished with amassive rock boulder. A
low gonewall, congtructed of large rectangular granite blocksrather thanfiel dstones,is used to outlinea
flat grassy terrace on the south sde of the house extending from the sone sunroom to the end of thewest
(living room) wing. South of thiswall, the grade fallsoff sharply, o that the parking lotisat a lower
levd than the house and therefore lessintmsive.

No plot plan hes yet been found pinpointing the location of the outbuildings on the Fierce estate. It is
known that they were located in two main groupings down the hill to the south and eest of the main
house. Local resdents who remember the outbuildings feel that the garage may have been located on the
flat section of land a the southeest comer of the present parcd, a the intersection of what is now Scotch
Pine and Westciiff roads. Inrecent years part of this areawas dug up for the building of anew septic
sydem for Henderson House. At that time, an old license plate was found but no other traces of earlier
outbuildings.

The landscape treatment of the property indudes mature trees interspersed with small flowering trees
auch as crabapples and magnalias planted in recent years. Notable treesthought to date back to the
egtablishment of the edtate a the turn of the century include an unusua variegated lesf tulip tree

(continued)
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(Lirobendron tulipifera medio-pictum), a large yellowwood tree, amassive purple leaf European beech,
and agand of hemlocks. A large kousa dogwood probably datesto the rebuilding of the house after the
1925 fire.

Interior Description

The first floor of the Peirce House hes five principa rooms, plusthe vestibule, kitchen/servicewing and
three half-bathrooms. The sscond floor hes six principal rooms usad for family and guest bedrooms or
sitting rooms, along with four bathrooms and severd smadll utility or sorage rooms. Thethird floor was
probably used by the staff and contains gpproximately nine rooms, plus sorage arees and two bathrooms.
Interior architectura features, which are Colonia Reviva instyle, have been preserved largely intact,
includingfireplacetrestments, wall and ceiling trim. The housewes redecorated in 1988 for use asthe
Junior Lesgue Decorator Show House.

The main entrance door entersinto a 10' X 14' vestibule with floor to ceiling raised-field oek panding
and acove cornice molding. The hanging light fixture may be original. Extending eest from the
vestibule isahalway leading to the kitchen, back stairs and other aressusd for staff. An devator to the
seoond floor, originally located off this hall, hes been converted to a powder room.

A wider opening onthe west wall leads into the grand stairhall, now caled the "Melvin Lounge”, a
two-story room, 31 '9" x 26' 9", carefully arranged with symmetrica placement of doors and windows.
Asin dl interior rooms, decoration is Colonid Reviva instyle. A bacony runs aong the second floor
perimeter except on the south wall, where the focusis on the dramatic double daircase. Thetwo flights
of dairsmeet in the center and sharethe last six Seps, which are increasingly wide a the bottom with the
lagt gep measuring dmogt 11' across. The gair and bacony baudrade is decorative ironwork with
repeeting classica urn shgpesand amahogany railing. Centered above where the Saircasesjoin is a
triple window grouping on the south wall a second story level, with each fixed pane sseh comprised of
32 small panesaranged 4x8. Faced onthe center of the northwall opposite the Saircaseisa 11" wide,
57" degp inglenook congisting of two built-in seetsextending out on either sde of amarble fireplace.
Above the smpleclassicd sand-colored mantle isaleafy carved molding framing the overmantle area.
Bay windows on either sde of the inglenook have acentrd fixed pand with panesaranged 3x8,
flanked by movesble sde saeh, one-panewide, aranged 4 over 4. A window st is built into these two
bays Elsawhere in the room, walls are divided into pands usng smple wood moldingstypica of the
1920's. At bresks between these pands, the dental cornice is acoented with alarger rectangular block
with leaf motif. The oval plaster ceiling border is st within arectangular border with repeating rosette
motif. Narrow oakfloorboardscan be seen here and in other rooms where the floor is not covered by
carpeting. The heavy Gaman baroque-style silver-plated chanddier is probably origina to the house, as
are the paired silver wall sconcesonthe eest and west walls. Also thought to be date back to the Peirce
eaa ae two Gaman-made Sde tables with matching mirrors above, placed opposte each other in the
center of the eest and west walls. Thewood framesof the tables and mirrors are entirely covered with
ornate silverwork.

The living room, now called the Carey Room, is39' 6" x 21" 3" and extends west from the main
rectangle of the house a a 45 degree angle, atransition handled on the interior by using acurved wall a
the eest end of the living room. Like the stair hall, the living room isvery symmetrica in plan, withall

(continued)
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window and door openings baanced. The focusis on thefireplacecentered on the west wall, wherethe
wide mantle is supported with carved convex pilagters. Both north and south walls have one bay window
and one grouping of three fixed sseh windows with 32 panesaranged 4x8. Placed dong the north and
south walls are paired shalow, built-in bookcases, 3 12 feet high with curved sdes, glass doors and
decorative carved borders. Asin the gair hall, smple moldings are ussd to divide blank walls into
pands. The ceiling is omamented with ashalow relief rectangular plaster border with palmette design.
There are two pairs of period wall sconces on each of the long walls as well as matching electrical

candd dbrartype fixtures on thefi repl acemantle.

A amdler adjoining room, referred to onthe original plans as the "writing room" and now caled the
Mock Room, connects to both the living room and stair hall through double French doors on the eet and
north walls. Thisroom isamost square, messuring 17 x 16'8", and features awell-detailed Colonial
Revival mantel. Repested pamette formsare usad for the cornice molding. The pairs of wall sconces on
the north and south walls are dassicd in style.

The dining room, now called the Tyler Room, meesures28'4" x 17'9" and isreached from adoor a the
southeest comer of the gtair hall. Light dreamsin from the south through the bank of four large
windows, each with fixed sagh of 32 panes aranged 4x8. Walls havefinely-crafted oak raised field
pandlingfinishedat the ceiling with adigtinctive comice carved with aleaf and flower pattem. On the
north wall isachimney breest withfireplaceopening framed with abolection molding with gppears to be
plagter painted to smulate marble. Attention isfocused on the overmantle, which hes a squareraised
field pand framedwith acarved border enhenced with carved festooning ebove and to the Sdes. The
festooning is exceptionally fine and features fruits,flowersand leaves carved in high relief  Ontheesst
wall isadoor to the sarvice areg, as well as adouble casament window. The celling is ornamented with
alarge ova border with a secondary rectangular border around the perimeter of the room. Especidly
noteworthy isthe ova ceiling border, which isformed of plagter fruits,flowersand leaves molded in
high relief.

On the south side of the houseisan informal sunroom with gonewalls, now called the Bruce Room. At
the time the house was purchased for Northeastemn, this room was unheated and had acement floor and
low cement potting benches. The room meeaurres approximately 31 '4" x 29' 10" initslongest
dimensions and is polygond in shegpe, with the six-sded portion projecting out to the south. Herethe six
dliptical-arched openings are encdlosed with multi-pane French doors and/or windows which are of
recent manufacture but roughly duplicate what was there when Northeastern took over the house. The
room can be entered on the north Sde through two doors leading from the gtair hall, onthe eet Sde
through the dining room, and on the west Sde from adoor to the outside grassterrace.

The sarvice areaincludes a large butler's pantry off the dining room, featuring the original oek cabinets,
somewith glass doors and some with solid doors, al with original hardware. The floor isred glazed tile
and the counter-top isnow formica. A smdl origina bathroom, now the men's Room, hes an early sink,
glazed rectangular white wall tile up to about 4' high, and small hexagond white floor tiles. The kitchen
retains someoriginal detailing including fluted door molding, corner blocks and atriangular pediment
just indde the main sarvice entrance a the southeest corner of the building. The sarvice areadso
includes aback gairway, closets, anew restroom, and dorege arees.

(continued)
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The main second floor bedrooms are reached from the two-story grand stair hall, which has an open
hallway/bal cony leading to bedrooms a both the eest and west endsof the house. The magter bedroom,
now called the Crockett Room, is located in the west wing of the house aovethe living room. The
master bedroom joins with the room above the morning room, now called the JonesRoom, to form a
mester suite separated by the gtair hall from other bedrooms. This magter bedroom suite includes a
bathroom and dressing aress with built-in clothes sorage units. The Crockett Room meesures 20" x 23,
asmdler dimension than the living room below due to the use of part of the goacefor orage. Onthe
west wall isaColonia Revival mantle. A decorative band aong the cornice features a rosette and |eaf

design. The JonesRoomis 16'x 15'with anotable Coloniad Revival mantel and overmantle on the west
wall.

Ead of the stair hall are four rooms that could have been used as smdll sitting rooms or guest bedrooms.
The principal guest bedroom was probably the present Kerr Room, located at the far eest end of the
second floor abovethe kitchen. Thisroom hes a Colonia Revivafireplaceon the west wall. Aswith
many of the other rooms, wall surfaces are divided into panels. Two cornice moldingsand an
ovd-shaped low relief plaster ceiling molding carry out the classica omamentd themes. The Channing
Room, located abovethe dining room on the south sde of the house, mesaures 15'10' x 18'3" ad
featuresatriple window on the south wall. Thisroom does not have af i repl acebut does have notable
woodwork including pediments over doorways. Simple moldingsdivide wall surfacesinto pands, and
two cornice moldings and a decorétive plagter band are usad dong the perimeter of the ceiling. French
doors on the west wall open out to the roof of the Bruce Room. The Eulenberg Room, asmadl sitting
room on the north sde of the house, hes achair rail and cove cornice moldings. The present linen room,
adso on the north sde of the hall, was originally abathroom and hes white wall tiles and small hexagond
floor tiles like thase found in the men's room on the first floor. The Smonds Room on the south Sde of
the hall isasmall bedroom or sitting room with Colonia Revivalfirepl acefeaturing bolection molding
and an overmantd framed by fluted pilasters. A triple window lets in light on the south wall.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigoric dtes are currently recorded on the property, Stesmay be present. At leest tow dtes
ae recorded in the generd area(within one mile). The physca characterigics of the property include a
well-drained, generdly level to moderately doping landscapein dose proximity (within 1,000 feet) to
wetlands. The presence of these factors indicate favorable locational criteriafor mogt types of
prehistoric Stes. The Charles River, ademondrated corridor for Native American subs stence and
stlement activity, aso pesses the property gpproximately 1-1 Yi milesto the eest. Giventhe ebove
information, the sze of the nominated property (gpproximately 5.62 acres), the availability of open
goace, and known prehistoric dte dendties in the region, ahigh potentid exigts that prehistoric dtes are
present.

The potential for historic archaeologica resources on the property isaso high. Archaeological testingin
the vicinity of the Peirce House can determine whether or not structural remains, possible from the
foundations, from the original Clapp Mansion survive. After the Peirce Edtate or "The Hawthorne'
burned to the ground in 1925, the present house was built on the same Site, reportedly using.portions of
the same gone foundations. Portions of the origina Clgpp Mansion may survive, possbly including

(continued) ,
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modifications that incorporatedit into the later Peirce Estate. Although outbuildings were originally
present onthe nominated property associated with both the Clapp Mansion and Peirce Estate, none
currently survive on the property a their origina locations. Further documentary reseaerch combined
with archaeologicd survey and testing can identify the function and locations of outbuildings associated
with the original Clapp Mansion, the later Peirce Egtate, or modified Clgpp Mansion ("The Hawthorne™)
and the Peirce Egtate. The layout of the original Clapp Edate is documented in the 1908 atlas of
Middlesex County, including two sgparate groups of outbuildings located down the hill from the main
house. Known outbuildings and structures associated with the Clgop Mansion include abarn, lodge used
as acaretakers house by both Clapp and Peirce, and awater tank. An extensive archive of plans and
devations for Peirce remodeling of the Clagpp Mansion exigswith the still active architectural firm who
performed the work. Unfortunately, a plot plan doeshot exist detailing the locations of outbuildings;
however, they should follow the basic grouping identified on the earlier 1908 Middlesex County atlas.
Severd of the original Clgop outbuildings were reused by Peirce after someremodeling and the addition
of new buildings. Outbuildings present during the Peirce occupation of the etate included anew garage
(1911), remodeling of the existing bam into arecreationd building (1911, 1915, 1919),a new
greenhouse (1917), avegetable gorage cdlar (1917), and a cottage (1920). Among these buildings, only
the cottage and stone sorage building behind the greenhouse have survived. The cottage was moved to
Welledey in the 1960s, when the estate was subdivided, while the done garden storege building was
incorporated into anew house a Scotch Fine Road. Local resdentswho remember outbuildings in the
areafed that the location of a least one outbuilding, the garage, may have been located on the flat
s=citon of land a the southeast corner of the present parcd a the intersection of what is now Scotch Pine
and Westciiff Roads. The butler's house or cottage reportedly lay in the path of Scotch FPine Road,
indicated these remains are either presently buried under the road or have been destroyed. Most if not all
of the original outbuildings present when the Clapp/Peirce Mansion burned in 1925 were still in
existence when the present housewas built in 1925. All of the outbuildings were lost or moved in 1960
when the etatewas s0ld and subdivided. Structura remains and some types of occupationa-related
features (trash aress) may survive a the dtesof these dmctures. Some type of dratigraphic and artifact
evidence may as0 be present in the vicinity of the house to document the 1925 fire.

- (end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x"in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property hasyielded, or is likely toyield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Condderations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

«

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1925-1946

Significant Dates
1925-1927

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Weston Historical Commission
Massachusetts Historical Commission

bl
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 5.61 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 310650 4687990

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Pamela W. Fox. Preservation Consultant, with Betsey Friedberg. National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  June 1997
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps "y.

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Northeastern University
street & number 360 Huntington Avenue telephone  617-235-4350

city or town  Boston state MA zip code 02115

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fonm. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this fonn to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Edward R. Peirce House (1925-6), now known as Henderson Housg, is one of about a dozen large
edate houses remaining from the late 19th and early 20th century edate era in Weston. During this
period, wealthy Bogton businessmen establidied country estates and gentlemen's farmsin Weston,
thereby transforming the economy and socid character of this once degpy rural agricultura townjust
outsde Boston. The Peirce edate, which sraddled the Weston/\Welledey town line, was once one of the
largest in the areq, containing dmost 325 acresin the two towns a the time the present house was built
in the mid-1920's. The Tudor Reviva main house was the lagt of the grand Weston edate mandons to
be congtructed and exemplifiesmany of the characterigtics of these housssinitsdrameatic setting, large
scde, and fine architectura detailing. The design isthe work of the eminent Boston architects Coolidge,
Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbott, a firm which, under various partnership names, has been in continuous
exigence from 1886 to the present. Adding to itsarchitectura significanceisthe fact that an extendve
collection of origina plans, devations and interior sketches has been preserved, dong with plansfor
daborate outbuildings designed for Parce by the same firm. At the time of its construction, the Peirce
House was by far the most expensive house in Weson in tax valuation. 1t Sands out today as the only
remaining Tudor-style edate house in Weston and the largest and mogt daborate example of this
architectura style in the town. The Parce edatewas dso remarkable as one of the lagt edatesin the
Weston/Welledey areato be subdivided. The edate, including the extensive land holdings, was
privately owned and maintained through the late 1950's and the house was owned by only one family
after Pairce. Although the surrounding land hes Snce bean subdivided, the houseitself has been
preserved inremarkably intact condition as asymboal of the grand scde and style of architecture during
the etate era. The hilltop setting, landscape and topographica features of the property contribute to the
grandeur of the Peirce House and its importance as one of the symbols of the etate era in Weston.

The development of country edatesin Weston began on asmadl scdein the 1860's and was widespread
by 1890to 1900. In 1902, the Boston Sunday Herald magazine section included an article entitled
"Weston hes Become the Lenox of the East,” which pictured prominent etate mansons and noted that
"in dl the dementsthat maede aquiet, retired (and yet convenient) country town of residences of the first
dass Wedon is probably not surpassed by any place in the date” Businessmen who nesded to remain
dose totheir city offices found Weston to be an idedl location. The town was only 12 milesfrom
Boston, served by threerailroad lines, and had aquiet country atmosphere, a hospitable attitude, and a
low tax rate. At the turn of the century, the town had only 1834 people in 168 square miles. The rugged
topography of Weston attracted edate owners, and many of their mandons were built on hills and
featured panoramic views, particularly in that era when much of the forest land hed been cleared. Thee
edate owners were men of talent and wedlth, often highly influential in town affairs, who shgped the
modern-day gppearance of the town by buying up farmland and holding it for one or more generations.

At the turn of the century, the edate later owned by Edward R. Peirce was established by another Boston
businessman, Arthur Winship Clapp, who first purchesed land in Weston in 1901. Clagpp was treesurer
of the E.H.Clapp Rubber Co, advertised in Bogton city directories as "rubber manufacturers and
grinders.” 1n 1901 and 1902, he purchased atotal of 85 acresin the Glen Road/Cliff Road area of
Weston and congtructed a Tudor- style estate mansion and two outbuildings on the drametic, hillside ste
known a Mt. Pend (adso soelled Mt. Pennd). The 1908 Atlas of Middlesex County shows the layout of
the Clagpp estate, which included the main house, barn, a"lodge"’ which was gpparantly ussd assa

(continued)
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caretaker's house by both Clgpp and Peirce, and dso awater tank. The Clapp mansion burned to the
ground in 1925 but is important to the history of the present house because of srong similaritiesinstyle
and floorplan.

Clapp lived a Mt. Pend with his unmarried sster, Antoinette, until his degth in 1907. MissClapp
reportedly preferred the more socid life of Welledey to the isolation of the esate; and in 1909, she sold
the mangon and 8 acresto Edward Russdll Peirce (1864-1951), a prominent Boston wool merchant.
Peirce islisted in Boston directories as one of three principals and later treesurer of Crimmins & Peirce,
afirm described in Peirce's obituary as "one of the best-known namesin the wool industry.” Peirce
cdled the edtate "The Hawthorne" because of the hawthorne trees, dthough this nameis not commonly
assndiated with the house or property.

Peirce immediately begen the first of asearies of remodeling and congtruction projects designed by
architects Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge and their successors This prestigious Bogton firm was founded
in 1886 as the sucoessor firm to the grest 19 century architect H.H. Richardson and has continued in
exigence, through severd name changes, to the present day. The firm maintains an extensive library
which includes plans and eevations for the Perce remodeling of the Clapp house as well as other Peirce
commissions over the next fifteen years. Only the main house, cottage, and a one sorage building
behind the greenhouse have survived. An extensive collection of plans for the Parce esate includes
floorplans and eevations for each building and outbuilding, pencil sketchesfor the interior of the 1925
main house and aternative desgnswhich were evidently consdered when it was rebuilt after the fire.
This documentation, the work of a firm with aunique place in Bogton architectura history, adds to the
significanceof the Peirce House.

The Clapp house was enlarged and remodded in 1910 a acost of $90,792, ahuge aum for thetime.
Peirce increased the size and of the kitchen and service areg, and dso completely remodeed theinterior,
replacing fireplace mantels and trim, adding large cdlosetsin the magter betlroom, and doing extensive
eectrical wiring.

In 1911 Peirce hired Shepley, Rutan and Coolidgeto build anew garage on the property and dter the
existing bamv/stable, which becamethe "recreation building,” a an estimated cost of $28,941. The well-
detailed new 2 Y2 gstory shingled garage, which measured 62' x 51', was Tudor in style and featured a
wooden turntable, 15' in diameter, which was used to transfer carsinto one of four parking soecesin the
front of the building, or into the rear work areawhich hed facilitiesfor washing and repairs. Upgtairs
living accommodations were provided for the chauffeur and his assstant.

The 1911 remodeing of the existing sable included anew "lounging room™ and updated staff living
accommodations on the sacond floor. In 1915 Peirce hired the same firm, now Coolidge and Shattuck,
for dterations and additions which included abowling aley, billiard room, game room, dance floor and
lounging room, dong with sscond floor staff living quarters.

Two years later a greenhouse complex was congtructed which included a stone potting house and two
glass greenhouse wings extending from it a right angles. According to local resdentswho remember
the edate, it was usaed forflowersand d <o for growing grapes. The potting house included an office and

(continued)
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work room aong with a basament mushroom cellar. Detailing of the potting housewas aborate and
included terrazzo floors, date counter tops and wood paneling. A formal garden plan with reflecting
pool was drawn at about the same time, dthough it is undear whether this was actually constructed. A
vegetable gorage cdllar was dso desgned

for Perce in 1917.

The fina outbuilding constructed on the etate was athree-bedroom butler's cottage, designed by
Coolidge and Shattuck in 1920, and built for an estimated $28,000. In the early 1960s when the edtate
was subdidivded, this housewas moved to 60 Cranmore Road in Welledey, and completely remodeled
to its present contemporary gppeaerance. Someorigina details remain, including the three-part Tudor
syle windows on the first floor.

Between 1915 and 1917, Perce grestly enlarged his Weston land holdings and also purchesad large
tracts of adjacent land over the town lineinWelledey. By 1927, assessor'srecords inWeston list

92 aoresin Weston owned by Edward Peirce and 98 owned by hiswife Helen, atotal of 190 acres in
Weston. In Welledey, Edward Perce owned 45 acres and hiswife Helen 83 acres, adding up to

133 acresin Welledey and atotal of 323 acresin both towns. In total acreage, the Pairce esateranks as
one of the largest in the Weston/\Welledey areaduring the period between the twoworld wars. By
comparison, the largest four etates in Weston were the Paine edtate (658 acres), the Winsor etate

(471 acres), the Hubbard estate (294 acres), and the Jones edate (259 acres), according to 1915 tax
records.

Peirce usad the Weston egtate in the spring, summer and fall months and pent the winters in Pasadeng,
Cdliforniaor traveling. The house had no central hegting until after Peirces death. A chauffeur drove
Peirce to work a his officein the wool districtin Bogton. Unlike many earlier etate owners in Weston,
Peirce was not a"gentleman farmer” and did not kegp many farm animas or maintain extensive farm
fields. Mogt of the estate land was kept as woods, athough there was alawn and formal landscaping
around the main house, as well as a small vegetable garden and small flower garden. The entranceto the
edatewas off Cliff Road, near a pond which was part of the etate and was populated by geese svans
and other exotic birds brought in by Peirce.

According to Weston residentswho remember the estate inits heyday, the staff included the butler,
coachman (later chauffeur), laundress, house maid, cook, waitress, caretaker, and 7-8 laborers hired as
day men ($2 aday) to maintain the property. Outbuildings, most of which were wood-shingled, were
located intwo separate groupings down the hill from the main house and included the main greenhouse,
a gone garden storage building, butler's house, garage, bowling adley, and caretaker's house. The garage
had a 12' wooden turnstile turned by hand to direct carsinto one of six stals. The greenhousewas used
forflowersand dso for growing grapes.

On January 1, 1925, when the Peirceswere away for the winter, fire completely destroyed the original
Clapp mansion, with aloss esimated by fire officials a $250,000. Peirce hired the same architectura
firm, now Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbott, to rebuild the house. At thistimethe firm was
headed by Charles Allerton Cooldige (1858-1936), ane of the city's eminent architects. Coolidge hed
dudied architecture a MIT and supplemented his early ttraining in the office of H.H. Richardson, where
he remained until Richardson's degth in 1886. Hethen former a partnership with two other members of

(continued)
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the drafting staff to continue the practice. The firm established its own high reputation with

commissions for the campus plan and first buildingsa Stanford University; the Ames Building and

South Station in Boston; the Chicago Art Ingtitute; Harvard Medica School and many other important
college buildings nationwide. In 1925 Coolidge organized another new firm, taking into partnership

H.R. Shepley (the son of his former associate), dong with Francis Bulfinch and Lewis B. Abbott.
During the lagt phase of his carear he was identified with the design of many hospital buildings including
the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston and New Y ork City's Corndll Hospital.

Apparently Peirce was ademanding client, for the firm produced atotal of 248 plans, eevations and
sketches of details for the new house It was completed in 1927 a acost estimated by the firm a
$440,819. The present housewas rebuilt on the same site using parts of the original stone foundation.
At the timethe housewas first fully assessed, in 1928, it hed by far the highest vaduation— $125000— of
any housein Weston. |1n comparison, the next highest housein value, a $56,000, was the Seers edtate
mansion on Boston Post Road (since demoalished).

The new housewas sited in the same way on the summit of the hill and was rebuilt using virtually the
samefloor plan and probably & leest part of the original foundation. Like the old house, the 1925
verson hes aliving room wing extending a an angle from the main block, a Sone porte-cochere,
prominent sonewall chimneys in the front and living room endsof the house, and aone-story sone
porch off the living room. Inside, the new house featured the same dramatic two-gtory stair hall found in
the earlier house. But whereasthe original house hes a sone first floor exterior, shingled sscond floor,
and haf-timbering in the gables, the 1925 housewas built with half-timbering on the second floor

ingead of shingles. The exterior sonework on the 1925 house is lessrustic and more finished. The
shgpe of the porte-cochere was changed, as was the shgpeof the rear (south) porch, which was rounded
on the Clapp House and six-sded onthe 1925 Peirce House.

The 1938 hurricane caussd extendve lossof trees on the Pairce edate and throughout Weston. Local
resdentsrecal that after the hurricane, in the 1940'sand '50's, the Peirce estate was more open and
manicured and gppeared to be a its pesk a atime when other estatesin Weston were past their prime or
dready subdivided. Remarkably, after Edward Peirce's degth in 1951 & age 87, the estate remained
intact for close to a decade under the ownership of Roger Ward Babson (1875-1967), best known for his
dock market predictions and as the founder of Babson College (originally the Babson Ingtitute of
Busness Administration) in Welledey in 1919. Babson hes been described s the "father™ of the science
of financial forecasting. He established Babson'sReports, Inc. as the first firm in the country to
goecidize ininvestment counsding and sock market forecagting. 1n World War |, he served as Director
of Information and Education under the U.S. Secretary of Labor; and in 1940, he ran for Presdent as the
Prohibition Party candidate. He was 76 when he moved to the property with hiswife, Grace Knight
Babson, who died in 1956.

In 1960, Edith Babson Mustard, Roger Babson's only child, sold the estate land to a group of Welledey
businessmen who subdivided the over 300 acresinto the "Perce Eqtates’ development, characterized by
large wooded |ots on winding streets. The sone garden gtorage building located behind the main
greenhouse was incorporated into anew house a 16 Scotch Pine Road. The owner was not permitted to
savethe sdone and glass greenhouse, which did not conform to setback requirements for the new

(continued)
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devdopment. The butler's house, which lay in the path of the new Scotch Pine Road, was rdocated to
60 Cranmore Road in Welledey, where it was enlarged and completely remodelled on the exterior,
preserving only the Tudor-stylefirst floor windows.

Mrs. Mustard conddered tearing down the main estate house to allow sdeof that lot. Northeastem
University Presdent Asa S Knowles became interested in the property as a continuing education and
conference center; and in 1961, Ernest Henderson, President of the Sheraton Corporation and member of
the Northeastem Board of Trugtees, purchased the Peirce House on behalf of Northeastem. The renamed
"Henderson House" was renovated by the university and reopened in 1962. It remains in active use as
the dte for awide variety of educationd programs, forums. Ambassadorid dinners, business medtings
and socia and civic events.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in Weston are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be
significant. Prehistoric stesin this areacan be important by contributing information relating to
subsigtence and settlement patterns aong the Charles River drainage, particularly the role of upland sites
not located along major tributaries within that watershed. Prehigtoric Stesin this areamay o
contribute information relating to the importance of river basn-based settlement modds to Native
sociopolitical and socioeconomic sysems. Prehigtoric Stesin this areacan be part of settlement sysems
besad dong the Charles River and larger core areasin Natick, Newton, or downstream neer the coad.

On the other hand, the nearby location of the Sudbury River, ultimately part of the Merrimack River
drainege can d<o indicaterdationships of Stesin the nominated areato Stes and socia trends in that
sydem located to the north.

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potentid to provide detailed information on
the socidl, cultural, and economic characterigtics of two familiesand on edates that characterized
Weston's 19" and 20™ century economic and socid transformation from adeepy rura agricultura
town to one known for its country esatesand gentlemen's farms. Archaeologica resourcescan
document portions of the Clapp estate that no longer survive, as well as undocumented locations of
outbuildings. Similar ressarch can do identify portionsof the Clgpp Mansion that were modified by
Peirce and not incorporated into the existing mansion. Thisresearch can dso identify modifications to
outbuildings by Peirce, aswell a new outbuildings, most of which survived with the existing esate until
itssdlein 1960. Detailed andysis of occupationa-related feetures can provide vauable insghtsinto the
lives of the Clapp and Peirce families and the conditions of life for the various staff members, who
worked the estates. These features and archaeologica survivas of rdative living quarters can provide
comparisons of the daily livesbetween esate owners and workersduring the late 19" and early 20th
century and how these lives compared with overall Massechusetts socid life during that period.
Archaeological information may be available from these sourcesthat detail trangportation methods and
technologies available during the period, food preservation, recregtion, and gardening. Information may
a0 be present to define the extent to which agriculture and husbandry were pursued on the edate and
the extent to which components of the estate through timewere characterigtic of agentleman's farm.

(end)
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

1 Middlesex County Regigtry of Deeds, So. District, Cambridge. Important land transactions in
Weston are recorded in the following deed books  (2918/138),(2916/311),(2947/366),(3483/334),
(3963/455), (3972/577), (4015/272), (4028/185),(4031/447)

2. Norfolk County Registry of Deads, Dedham. Important land transactions in Welledey are recorded
in the following desd books: (Book 1309, p.l44), (Book 1321, p.237), (1339/565), (1362/623)

3. Weson and Boston directories. State House Library Annex
4. Unpublished manuscript on history of Weston fire department, by Ben Crouch, (Weston, undated)

5. Tax records, Towns of Weston and Welledey (se especidly 1928 assessment book in Weston Town
Hall vault)

6. "Edward R. Peirce, died August 14" obituary. The Townaman, Wellesey, MA.,August 9, 1951,
page 2.

7. "Perce Egtate Purchased by Local Group for Residentid Development”, The Townaman, Welledey,
MA, January 21, 1960.

8. Town of Wedton vital records, town clerk's office

9. Interviewswith Fred Campbel and Nelson McNutt, long-timeWeston residents. Teephone
interview with Josgph Banks, owner of 16 Scotch Pine Road, Weston

10. Five Pounds Currency, Three Poundsof Corn, Weledey's Centennia Story, by Elizabeth M.
Hinchliffe, (Town of Welledey, 1981)

11. "Mr. and Mrs. Roger Babson Buy Peirce Edate on Cliff Road," HY7ealey Tbhwmwan,
November 22, 1951.

12. "Antoinette Clapp" (obituary) fReZeVg” rown*wan, September 21, 1934.

13. "GraceKnight Babson, Wife of Roger W. Babson, Passed Away at Home on Monday, April 30,"
Wellesley Townsman, May 3, \956.

\ 4. "'Roger Ward Babson," entry in Encyclopedia Americana.

15. Archives; Shepley, Bulfinch Richardson and Abbott, 40 Broad Street, Boston. FHoor plans,
devations and sketchesfor Parce commissons (1910-1925), including dterations to the Clapp
House (1910), garage and stable dterations (1911), recregtion building additions and aterations
(1919), cottage (1920) and house (1925).
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16. Photograph of Peirce garage, 1916. Scrgpbook of Wyman/McNutt family (copy in Historical
Commission files).

17. Photographs of Clapp House before the fire (interior, exterior). Copies a Henderson House.

(end) -
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description
Town of Weston, Assessor's#62-25
Boundary Justification
Parcd #62-25 isthe lot where the Pairce House is located. non

Houses on adjacent parcds were all built in the 1960's or after.

(end)
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Ref erence Nunber: 97000880 Date Listed: 8/19/97

Edward Peirce House—Henderson House of Northeastern University
Property Name:

M ddl esex M
County: State: -

Multiple Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwi thstanding t heNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

fhitilg. ar<iyn. | f/nfoy
Signature of t heKeeper ' Date of Action

Amended Items i n Nom nation:

This SLR nakes a technical correction totheform | nSection 5
(Category of Property) no category was selected. The formi s

anended t oindicate that t he nom nated property i scategorized as

a building.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Peirce, Edward, House--Henderson House of Northeastern Unive
NAME rsity

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & QONTY: MASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex
DATE RECE| VED 7107/ 97 DATE CGF PENDI NG LI ST; 7/ 22/ 97
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 8/07/97 ,. DATE CF 45TH DAY 8/ 21/ 97
DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST:
~AEFERENCE NUMBER 97000880
NCM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FCR REVIEW 2y
APPEAL: N DATA PRIBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS N
OHER N PDIL: N PER CD N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED, N
REQEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: N
GOMMENT WAl VER N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CRI TERI A "X6<: "y™ [ f f
revever fatjvi AnAhLo  DISCIPLINE  M/AY(7U(U,

TELEPHONE DATE
DOCUVENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLR Y/ N
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

dne 30, 1997 Massachusetts Historical Commission
Ms. Carol Shull ' x
National Regiser of Historic Faces > -

Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P. O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 "

L L )

Dear Ms. Shull:

Endosad pleasefind the following nomination form:
Edward Parce House, 99 Westciiff Road, Weson (Middlesex Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property within the district were notified

of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely, fe e !

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachuseits Historical Commission

cc. Thomas R. Petrin, applicant
Suzanne Ladd, Northeastem University, Office of Conference & Event Planning
Alfred L. Aydelott, Chair, Weston Historical Commisson
Elizabeth Nichols, Chair, Weston Board of Sdectmen .
PamdaW. Fox, Preservation Consultant N /

Enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website -www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc
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UAIE HON, AUG ~. 11: 09 AH o e Page
NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES PRCPERTY REPCRT
REFERENCE No.: 97000880 Control No 9707S1/ AJA
PROPERTY NAME: Peirce, Edward, House—Henderson House of Northeastern Unive
rsity
OrHER NAME/ Hender son House of Northeastern University
SI TE No.
MULTI PLE NAME. NOI' APPLI CABLE
ADDRESS/ 99 Uestcliff Rd.
BAOUNDARY.
, " CITY: Weston
COUNTY: Middl esex STATE: NMASSACHUSETTS
Restricted Location Information: Owner: PRI VATE Resource Type: BUI LDI NG
Contributing Noncontributing
Buildings t 0
Sites 0 0
St ruct ures i 0
bjects 0 0
Nomi nation/ Determination Type: SINGLE RESOURCE
Nomi nat or: STATE GOVERNMENT Nomi nat or Nane:
NOI'  APPLI CABLE
Federal NOT  APPLI CABLE
Agency :
NPS Park Nane: NOI' APPLI CABLE
Certification: DATE RECEI VEDY PENDI NG NOM NATI ON Date: 07/07/97

Ot her
Cert ifi cat i on:

Hi storic
Funct ions:

Historic
Subfunct ions:

Current
Funct ions:

Current
Subfunct ions:

Level of
Significances

Significant

Criteria

Area of Significance:

Person's Nane:

Consi derations:

NOI'  APPLI CABLE - -,

DAVESTI C

SI NGLE DWVELLI NG

EDUCATI ON

COLLEGE

EVENT
ARCHI TECTURE/ ENG NEERI NG

LOCAL Applicable Criteria;

NOI'  APPLI CABLE
NOI'  APPLI CABLE
ARCHI TECTURE n -

GCOMMUNI TY PLANNI NG AND DEVELGPMENT
SOCI AL HI STORY



Periods of: 1925-1949 Circa: Specific Sig. YearsT'"?"
Si gni f icance:

19£5
'h 1 9£7
Architect/Bui lder/Engineer/ Cultural Affiliation:
Des i gner;
. . NOT APPLI CABLE
Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch 4 Abbott
Ot her Documentati on:
NOT APPLI CABLE
HABS No. NA HAER No. NA
Architectural TUDOR REVI VAL -
Styles:
Describe Other Style: NI APPLI CABLE
Foundation Materials: STONE
Wall Materials: STONE STU3O
Roof Materials: SLATE
Ot her Materials: NONE LI STED
Acr eage: 5.6
UM " Zone Easting Nort hing Zone Easting Nort hing

Coordi nat es: 19/ /3 10 650/ /46 87 990 /A !/



