
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION - ' 

Area Form no. 

G H7 

5/ c Name ^OfayfS HvUi'Z' 

i g i n a l D w e l l i n g  

es ent D w e l l i n g 

Public 

Readina 

59 P r o s p e c t Stgeefe-

i p : Q Private ind iv idua l 
Private organi2at ion_ 

i g i n a l owner James W. and Mar tha 

R o b e r t s , J r . 

ucSCRIPTION: 

S t r e g t l i s t 

C o l o n i a l Revival/Craff-y;mp.n 

Architect mijCiUfU/>t 

Exter ior wa l l f a b r i c s t u c c o & s h i n a l e 

Outbui 1 dings Garage 

Major alterations (with dates) 

fume-

Moved 'Tito Date 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l 

Approx, acreage 22.765 sn . f t .  

Set t ing Faces west^ l a n d 
P r e s e r v a t i o n A s s o c i a t e s  

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l f a l l s away t o e a s t . 
Commission 

Date NovBWtiasir3«irN 1980 

Da\e_MAL 
UTU : ^^/bZ(f>9oo/l^1C^it4o 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe iirqjortant a rch i t ec tu ra l features and 
evaluate i n terms o f other bui ldings w i t h i n coinmunity) 

T h i s two and o n e - h a l f , t h r e e - b a y house d i s p l a y s t h e boxy , h i p p e d - r o o f 
house f o r m commonly f o u n d among C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l s t r u c t u r e s , b u t i t has been 
ornamented w i t h d e t a i l s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e Cra f t sman s t y l e . These i n c l u d e 
t he wide eaves w i t h exposed r a f t e r ends, t he use o f s tucco as a w a l l c o v e r ­
i n g , t h e chunky en t r ance p o r t i c o , and the s i d e sun p o r c h . The l a t t e r a t t e s t s 
t o t h e concern w i t h h e a l t h 'and n a t u r a l n e s s t h a t was a r e c u r r i n g theme o f 
American p o p u l a r c u l t u r e a t t h e t i m e t h i s house was b u i l t . The c e n t e r w i n ­
dow a t s e c o n d - f l o o r l e v e l i s a c t u a l l y a h o r i z o n t a l band o f t h r e e windows — 
a S h i n g l e - s t y l e element t h a t t i e s i n w i t h t h e s h i n g l e s used t o cover t he ' 
l ower p a r t o f t h e f r o n t f a c a d e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the ro l e owners played i n loca l or state h i s to ry 
and how the bu i ld ing relates to the development of the community) 

P r o s p e c t S t r e e t was l a i d o u t by members o f t h e landed 
Temple f a m i l y i n 184 8. I t connec ted t o West S t r e e t by way o f 
Fremont S t r e e t and King S t r e e t . / 

I n 1875, t h i s p r o p e r t y was owned by C. D. Thomas, whose house f5'S-o^^etfa; 
was a t t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Fremont S t r e e t . He was a p a r t n e r 
o f D a n i e l Creesy: t h e i r f i r m owned p r o p e r t y i n t h e a rea , and p r o b a b l y 
b u i l t houses on s p e c u l a t i o n f o r Reading"^s g r o w i n g p o p u l a t i o n o f r a i l r o a d 
commuters and o t h e r p r o f e s s i o n a l s . 

James Rober t s and h i s s i s t e r , Mar tha , ovmed s e v e r a l p r o p e r t i e s 
i n the a r ea . They were p a r t o f a p r o s p e r o u s : f a m i l y l i v i n g i n the a r ea . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1875 map: Land owned by C. D. Thomas [ckcrlts^ 
1889 map; Land owned by C D . Thomas 

mg.̂  ^agd .^vmed by Henry G. K i t t r i d g e 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCFMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccpiunity: 

Aes.din-

Form No: 
.c-147 

Property Name: 50 p.^s-^ect St . 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

This r - ro-er ty i s s i - : n i f i c a n t (1) as a product o f the 19th century 
real estate boon on the West Side; and (2) as an exce l l en t e::r.r.ple 
of the Crsxftsr<.s.n s t y l e i n "Peadin". I t r e t a ins i n t e r r i t y of l o c a t ^ n , 
c e s i - n , s e t t i n - , r . a t e r i a l s , and work"snshi'ri, and r.eets C r i t e r i a 

,snd c ' o f the n a t i o n a l R e - i s t e r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Form 10-900-. OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS u«9 only 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page Sr ^-j^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review ^ Date/Signature 

71. Parker, Joseph, House 

. Date/Signature 

Entered i n th"« 

Register 
Attest 

72. Parker, Wi l l i am, House 
National Register "(deeper AAA^i-'^''^^-<-'''ASy*.^ ~Z9-ty 

Attest 
Enterefl I n tEs Enterea In tno l y /I /i ^ y 

73. Pierce House National Eeglster ^^p^eper /XY' ' ' ' ^^-^ '^ ' - -4zOy'< '*^~/9 -t< 

Attest 

74. Pierce Organ Pipe Factory ^^lonf l^Reg^er ^^^per '/9 -t 

Attest 
Entered i n th'ff 

75. Prat t House National Register W e e p e v x ^ . Z . - i o . - . > ^ ^ L ^ ? V W u 

76, 

Attest 
Entered i n tlis Entered in tns . / y, 

Pratt, Stillman, House National BegtBter ^^eeper Al>(jLA^.^^y^yt^ T-Zf^^A 

Attest 

77. Reading Municipal Building ^^ional^Reg^^tei^^eper A ^ X J A ^ ^ / ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ - ^ f - i r A 

Attest 

Entered I n tKg 
^^?oier StajJor^ ^^^^^ ^''^ Hatlonal Register/^eper XLt^-^.u...^yc^ 77?'^/ 

Entered I n the Attest 
National Begister Nationax aegister / ^ -

79. Roberts House feeper /^^j£^..^>.-.w,,,^<^^x^c^ 7-/9-f^A 

Attest 

80. Rowhouses at 256-274 Haven Street ^ ^fefeeper /Ol?^^.<^>>-i...«..,..^^ T'/9-kA 

National Begtster ^^ttest 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

/2c.j.# mote/A 

Roberts House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
C I appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

,3 r 

Working No. _ J t | | /  

Fed. Reg. Date: cSyd'y  

Date Due: 7 'AA-A''^ ^ 

Entered In t̂3'°"= ^^CCEPT. 
National Eeglatsr -i-RETURN. 

, R EJECT 

ro / ! 

7 
7-Z9-frA 

Federal Agency: 

appeal CZl NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

• rums 

• unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph ' 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterationsAntegrity ' — — , 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness |/|| | 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


