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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe iirgjortant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within coinmunity)

This two and one-half, three-bay house displays the boxy, hipped-roof

house form commonly found among Colonial Revival structures, but it has been
ornamented with details characteristic of the Craftsman style. These include
the wide eaves with exposed rafter ends, the use of stucco as a wall cover-
ing, the chunky entrance portico, and the side sun porch. The latter attests
to the concern with health 'and naturalness that was a recurring theme of
American popular culture at the time this house was built. The center win-
dow at second-floor level is actually a horizontal band of three windows —
a Shingle-style element that ties in with the shingles used to cover the
lower part of the front facade.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

Prospect Street was laid out by members of the landed
Temple family in 1848. 1t connected to West Street by way of
Fremont Street and King Street. /

In 1875, this property was owned by C. D. Thomas, whose house f5S0Vetfy

was at the intersection of Fremont Street. He was a partner

of Daniel Creesy: their firm owned property in the area, and probably
built houses on speculation for Reading"”s growing population of railroad
commuters and other professionals.

James Roberts and his sister, Martha, ovmed several properties
in the area. They were part ofaprosperous:family living in the area.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

1875 map: Land owned by C. D. Thomas [ckcrlts®
1889 map; Land owned by CD. Thomas
mgA/ ~agd Avmed by Henry G. Kittridge
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? *  yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated * unaltered « original site
n  good e rums e altered e moved date.
» fair * unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity

| lalterationsAntegrity —
| Idates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness I |

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

¢ relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
« Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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