FORM B - BUILDING * In Area no. Form no.

RIA-SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 1 I _12I 531
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston . . ‘
1. Town Fall River, Mass,
Address Plymouth Avenue

Nanme William M Connell School

Present use School
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") o
Saple to left side of form

Photo number IMsT /' O'lA
Present owner '“i*y of Fall River

Description: 2-story brick school

Date 1893

Source Fall River School Studies-Vol.

Style Romanesque Revival
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Joseph M, Darling
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wail fabric Brick

Outbuildings (describe)
Other features 4-level center tower
open at top level w polygonal cap”

PLVMOUTH AVE.

Syrian arch entrance

-~

Altered” Date

650

> NOoQO

Moved Date

Lot size: 28,386 sqg. ft.

One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage 166 ft.

Approximate distance of building from street

50 ft.
N 6. Recorded by Patricia Giza
Organization HOP
Date 10/ 2/ 80

(over)



7. Original owner (if known) City of Fall River

Original use School
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Thenes (check as rmany as applicable)

Aboyl gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Education Rel i gion
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts sett|ement invention
Commer ce I ndustry Soci al /

Conmruni cat i on Mlitary 72 humani tari an
Communi ty devel oprent Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of thenmes checked above)
TheW I liamM Connell School (1893) i soneof twovirtually identical 8-roombrick gramrar
school s designed by thepromnent local architect Joseph M Darlingi ntheearly 1890 "s.
Both theConnell anditstwin, theDavol School onFlint Street, arefine exanples of the
type of sturdy late 19th century brick school houses which i ntheir design and detailing

rise above thelevel of simple functionalism  The symmetrical Ronmanesque Revival school

is particularly notable for i tssquare 4-level center tower with a Syrian arched entrance
and open belfry. Details such asthebrownstone sill andlintel courses, slate hipped roof,
bracketed cornice andcorbelledbrick chimeys have also remained largely intact. The
property i ssurrounded by anearly iron fence with granite posts. |Inside theschool has
four classrooms on each of thetwofloors andrestrooms andutility rooms i nthebasenent.
Joseph M Darling (d.1918) was a well-connected Fall River architect with aprolific prac-
tice whose work includes many of t he downtown banks andoffice buildingsaswell as the
Bradford-Durfee Textile School andthe Stone andAldrich Schools. TheW I liam Connell

School was naned i nhonor of thecity's third Superintendent of Schools, at whose urging

the policy of providingfree textbooks topublic school students was established. I n 1874
Fall River became thefirst city i nMassachusetts t oprovide free textbooks, some 10 years
before thelawrequired it. Connell was superintendent from 1872 t o 1894.

The late 19th century was a period of considerable school building inFall River, as the
popul ation increased t omeet t heneeds of theexpanding textile econony. | n1889thecity
had 42 school houses with 182 study rooms and 30 recitation roons. Between 1894 and 1900, , ~
64 newcl assroonms were added by enlarging existing schools andhbuilding nine new schools.

In view of this 20%increase i nt henunber of schools within a six-year period, the use

of thesame plan for theConnell andDavol Schools would seemboth practical and econom cal.
As adistinctive exanple of thelate 19th century brick school house, well-detailed,
substantially constructed andlargely unchanged, theW I liamConnell School neets Criteria

A and C of theNational Register, individually.

10. Bi bl i ography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) .o or

1895 Atlas of Fall River - Structure shown , - ¥ *
Fall River School Studies - Vol. I - pg. 68 - Date erected 1893. Exterior face-

brick roof-slate
Water Dept. City of Fall River on 3-31-1894 App. #5916
Providence Journal - Dec. 7, 1964 - clipping ,
Fall River Herald News - Mar. 19, 1918 - pg. 1 - nane of architect , "T.A
Phillips' History of Fall River, Fasciclell, p. 64-65 Y, Y
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‘NMomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below

—SUbstantive reasons discussed beiow

1. Name

- 2. Location

Gutegery Gumwrshiy = OStots
Public Asquisition  Asssesidble

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

hms this greperty boon dotormined oligible 7

— Y e WO

7. Description

Chesh ens Chesh ane
p— — GNNOTIOrSINY . UneNered — Sriginet slte
— good pum— ) p— ] —Oved date
— pa—

Seswrihe the grecsst and eriginal {if tnswn| physicatl sppearense

summary paragrsph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

[]]]



8. Significance
Pmtim* toMS ml titwWlc—o» Cli«Bfc mmf iMtlIfy

apmaMm *mtmm eyll<ir'>>«tiH»ct

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

cuntext

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

Amnyi mlnomtnfd propany
QiiadranQto naitw _

Vat»«l >IMW<»nf «Mcr«? l«« mm* JtMtHIcatlOft

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

Th* tvaluatM tignHicane* of this prapwty wWiin tti* stat* i>:

nallonal atata local

Stat. Hiatorte Praaarvatlon Onicar ugnalur.

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Certification

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504
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