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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1860, the Nathan Cooper Mansion is an elegant 2 1/2
story, 5 bay, center hall, brick (painted white) residence with a
smaller 2 1/2 story kitchen wing.

All major windows in the structure are original 2/4 sash
with louvered shutters and hooded window arches. These cornices
are cast iron, an unusual feature in Morris County. The front
entrance doorway appears 20th century.

The roof (orlglnally slate, now comp051tlon) of the Cooperf
Mansion is gable with a return at the eaves. On the gable ends
there are brackets abutted against a frieze, but the brackets
at the front have been removed

_ There are two chlmneys in the gable end of the 5 bay facade
and a- srngle brick: chlmney on the kltchen wing. - ,

A detailed drawing of the General N. A. Cooper Residence
establishes that numerous changes had been completed since
construction. This picture shows an ornate Victorian porch
projecting over the center 3 bays of the main unit. A similar
porch protruded over the first floor of the kitchen wing and
what appears to have been a greenhouse is attached to the south
gable end.

Originally built with a cross gable, this feature was
apparently removed in the 1950's subsequent to a substantial
fire. The paneled frieze beneath the eaves and the brackets
were also a fatality of this phase of remodellng.

Numerous outbuildings are indicated on the property in the
1880's drawing of the estate. All of these outbuildings have
subsequently been torn down. The original configuration of the:
circular drive, however, has been retained. Foundations behind
the house may be of the carriage house and stables. :

- The main section is approximately 33' by 45' and has two
rooms, front and back, on either side of the center hall. The
stairway is a relatively narrow stralght enclosure against the
south wall of the hall. o
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Description (continued)

The north rooms are divided by an exceptionally decorative
plaster archway, which, in effect, creates the impression of a
double room, but is a double parlor. Each ceiling of this double
parlor has an elaborate plaster modillion ceiling border and
heavy grape cluster plaster cornice. The two mantels in the
double parlor are white marble. The double parlor and the two
south rooms retain most of their original detailing including
door molding, fireplace mantels, stairway, and the front door
with octagonal panels.

The kitchen wing is 27' x 21' and is a single room with
kitchen fireplace and oven. Details in this section are identical
to the main unit, but have been altered somewhat.

The second floor plan conforms basically to the first with
much less elaboration of detailing.

The attic is braced queen-post framing with hewn beams and
sawn intermediate supports. In the basement the main beams are
also hewn with vertical sawn intermediate bracing. The flooring
in the basement is brick. A summer kitchen fireplace is in the
south.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The residence of a'prominent~Morris County military and
political figure, the General Nathan A. Cooper Mansion is a
particularly good example of a high style Victorian house.

ARCHITECTURE

A good example of Victorian architecture, the Cooper Mansion
exhibits superior Victorian details on the interior. One of the
best examples of this style of architecture in Chester Township,
the splendid plaster moldings throughout the house, but particularly
in the double parlor, represent -one of the finest Victorian
interiors in the county. Even the Italianate Villa Acorn Hall
in Morristown (National Register 1976. p.471) does not have
as exqu1s1te an interior as the Cooper Man51on.v

MILITARY/POLITICAL

Nathan Cooper was a gentleman farmer with ownhership in
several small agri-industrial pursuits in this area. Born in
1802, at the age of sixteen he inherited the estate his
family owned. It included extensive farming lands, an iron
mine (operated by Marsh, Craig and Evans), much undeveloped -
mineral property, and a grlst mill,

Around 1860 the home of his birth was demolished and the
present building was constructed. The brick, sand, lime and
timber used in the building were all produced or manufactured
on the Cooper Estate.

Cooper was always an active and prominent man in the public
affairs of Morris County. His influence is indicated in his
numerous official positions. - He served as Justice of the Peace
(1834) and as one of three County Judges (1844).

Appointed Second Lieutenant in the Morris County militia
in 1822, by 1854 he was commissioned a Brigadier General of
the Morris County Cavalry of the State Militia. At the time
of his death, he was the oldest general officer in the State.
He died on July 25, 1879. N\
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