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The Obadiah Dingee Youse is a two-story brick dwelling
adjoining the Jacob Dingee Touge of glichtly sarlier date,
The house was bullt within the two-vear restriction con-
tained in the 1771 deede The house is 19:Ffeet 4 inches on
the front, including a 3 foot l. inch alley on the first
floor level, and extends back 2. feet, he rear wing has
been much altered, but evidence in the brickwork strongly
sucgests an original wing about 10 feet wide and 6 feat
deep vhich contained a winding stalrway to the second floor
and cellar. A moderate pitched roof covers the maln house,
with dormers on front and back lichtineg a renerouns attice.
The rear dormer ig original, of shed construction. The
front dormer 1s of later desipn but nicelv detailled, re-
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placing the original shed type., The wooden cornice of the

main house 1s sippiymmdidgd in bold fashion, without mod-
illions or dentils. A belt course composed of two project-
ing courses of brick gsevparated by three courses of brieck in
the plane of the wall marks the second floor line. Both
cornice and courses axtend unbroken across this and the
Jacob Dingee Touse. ork on the house front is
of good auvality, laid in Flemish bond from cornice to
moulded water Ttable. The front of the first floor has been
severely albtered but clear evidence Indicates the nosition
of the orisinal door and window. The three sscond floor
windows have the original wmoulded wood sille and twelve-
pane sash with heavy muntins. The interior of the main
house on the second floor contalns two rooms. The front
room containeg 2 covner firenlace. The reasr room has a full
paneled chimney treatment with cupboards on each side and

a naneled end omposite the firenlace enclosing narrow stalrs
to thé attic. The room also contains a chair rall and
simrle moulded cornices The original interior of the first
floor has disanpeared as a result of remodelling, but almoat
cevtainly corsisted of a hall extendinr the dent of the
maln house onening on the stalrway at the rsar, with two
rooms on the »isght containing fireplaces in the wogition of
those on the second floors A cellar extends fully under the
main house and wing,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The significance of the Obadlah Dingee Touse lles not
only In its architectursl worth but also in being one of
the few )TPV1V]RQ dwe lllngm of the period of Quaker settle-
ment “from 1736 to the early 1800s in downtown Wilmington.,
The town of Wilmins “ton, as laid out by Thomas Willing in
1736, comprised about eicht blocks north of the Christina

n

River and four blocks on either side of Market 3trest. At

> 3

now survive axcent as Tracments.

The important nrogress in the develonment of Wilmington
began with the arrival of William and lizabeth Shiplev in
1736 frow t%e Philadelphia area, with other Quakers follow-
ing over the years in subsbtantial number., During this
period the manufacturing C%“SCi ty of the Brandywine mills
were developed, a varlietvy of trades were esta bT;ohed, and
Wilmington hncqmo an important nort and a center of com-
mevrce.

At the time that Obadiah Dingee, a Quator, built his
house in 1773, Wilminston had a population of about 1,100
and wag svreading beyond its esrlier 1limits. Obadiah
bousht the land from lMatthew Crips, who ran a very succesg-
1l nottery on the larger property and whbse wifels fame
1lv, the Stidhems, had owned land in the area since the
middle 1600s., Dingee was a cabinetmaker, house carpenter,
and joiner. In 181? Dinfee sold the house to Benjamin
ﬁevou, a shoemaker and nublic-gpirited citizen. Tn 1812
Nevou Jjoined Rodney's Wilminston Artillerists; he was also
a Volunteer Watchman and Patrolman, being "impressed with
the danger that impends over the boroush from. . . dissol-

ce and depraved rersons.”  The next inhabitants of the
d’is@ were Devou!'!s davghter and her husband, John Ramo,
¢ ron founder., Succeeding tenante included an iron-
frker, shopkeeper, tinsmith, bollermalrer, carnet weaver,
,j]‘{’ ﬂen-F (.-n—]'-}-f;v“ Pf‘d‘ C?nq'l“v‘ a }«‘1(4'1«(\%

/ Thus nouge “f°n4< ag a snrvival of the neriaod during

7 ch Jll~ﬂﬂ~i0h develonced inte a »rosnerous c¢ity, and as 4
7 continuing residence of eitizens whose inaig%rv and
’6ub130 1nﬁﬁfﬁw; has contributed to the well-being of the

cltv,

this time theﬁe were about thiritv hrick houses, none of which
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set //jl/ﬁt
h by the Nati 1 Park Service. Th ded

fort v the Rationa ar Tvie ¢ recommende Chief, Office of Archeology a\ﬂHlstorlc Preservagfon

level of significance of this nomination is:
0eT 21 1970

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Title Q){[Lta (Sé_cu_aﬁb WMA g Z/M

i Keeper of {attonal Regxstet/
(v - (&, 197 | 1870
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