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ARCH TECTURAL 9 GN H CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significantstructures).

Strathmore Road i s an L-shaped street which t;ies directly south of the western portion

of Beacon Street. |t consists of three apartment blocks and one free standing apartment
building, al | dating from the early 1900s andal | constructed of brick. Two nmore brick
structures abut the east endof Strathmore Road onitsnortherly side. These are also

of simlar age andscale andusethe same building materials as their neighbors. Conse-
quently they are included in the wite-up of this area.

Most of the 3 /2 story structures were designed in the Federal/Classical Revival style.
Architects were Mirdock Boyle who designed a nunber of similar buildings on Upper

Beacon Street and Janes Hutchinson. Classical Revival details to be found in their
designs include limestone wedge shaped keystones with slanting edges; modillions, dentils
at the roof comice, pseud-Palladian w ndows, andround arched doorways enbellished

with Gbbs motifs. Nne Clinton Path and 3-19 Strathmore Road have virtually identical
designs. Forty Strathmore Road and Qhe Clinton Path, on the other hand, have pronounced
Ronmanesque Revival features: rusticatedbrownstone onthe first fWor, he*yy Romanesque

HSTCR CAL S GV A ONE of area. (Explain devel oprent of area, what caus °' ! nued)
and howit affected comunity; be specific).

Strathmore Road was laid out on land which hadpreviously belonged t othe Wst End
Land Conpany andwas devel oped during a period marked by a construction boom al ong
the relatively new (1886-7) Beacon Street boulevard anditsabutting streets. | t
was during this time that the full effects of extending the Wst End Strefet Railroad
line the entire length of Beacon Street were felt. -

CGeorge Johnston and Charles Newhall were only twoof a nunber of devel opers

from Boston and Brookline who played a critical role in shaping the appearance

of Brookline's apartment districts. |n the case of 2-24; 3-19; and 21-23
Strathmore Road, the structures were designed t ogive the appearance of attached
single fami |y houses, rather than thfe multi-familyunits which were contained
within the three andonehalf story buildings. |t should be noted that Chauies
Newhal | owned a sizable amount of |and on or abutting Beacon Street during the
teens andtwenties. He generally operated tcasts which he nanaged with relatives
or business associates. In that role hebuiltlfliOil0 1080, 1090-1120, 1053-7,
1093, and 1180 Beacon Street. -

Not surprisingly, given the gradual shift in the make-up of Brookline's population
as the town was slowly transformed into a streetcar suburb, the early tenants of
Clinton Path and Strathnore Road were mi ddl e class professionals: sal esnmen, food brof
kersj owners of small businesses in Boston; wholesale clothiers, professors, and
journalists. By 1907, twoyears after i twas erected, 2-24 Strathnore Road was
rented by thirty-six famlies; three famlies per "entrance." Cf that nunber, nine-
teen had noved t oBrookline from outside the town andthirteen of the nineteen cane
from outside the Boston metropolitan area. Al | worked i n Boston. These figures
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ARCH TECTURAL S| GN FI CANCE

type arches at the entrances, andin the case of the fiorner, brownstone panels beneath
the first floor windows. | nthe instance of the latter, panel brick details, musual
for abuilding constructed solate, canbe seen onthe rounded bay andat the cornice.

Al'l of the structures were erected between 1904 and 1908, andsince that time there
has been no newconstructionnor major alterations tothe existing front facadesof

the buildings, with the exception of a "modernized" entrance t ooneof the attached
apartnment blocks. Theresult is a streetscape which remains remarkabl e unchanged since
the early years of the twentieth century. Continuity onscale andsethack gistes the
streetcape visual cohesiveness anda regular rhythm is* created by the alternation of
flat facades androunded' bays. They resemble a nunber of apartment blocks on t he
upp-er portion of Beacon Street. - - N -e ,

The siting of these buildings permts small front yard gardens andanple space for
tree planting along the sidewal ks. Mature specimens of oak, ash, honey locust,
sumac, and naple canall be found here. Thestyle andsiting of the houses, the
Gothic . church onthe comer, andof course itsnane give t he street an English
flavor. Although the neighborhood is near Beacon Street andthe MBTA carbarn, over
five acres of open space at Waldstein Playground t othe south afford the sense and
relief of open green space. /

H STCRI CAL Sl GNI FI CANCE ~'

reflect the growing role of Brookline as a bedroom community andthe critical
effect that Boston's devel opment andeconomc growth had on Brookline. That
Johnston was able t o sell these properties sosoon after their conpletioni s
one indication of their soundness as a business investment.

Strathmore Road neets NRcriteria A, and G reflecting the growing role of Brookline
as a bedroom community after the extension of the West End Street Railroad linet he
entire length of Beacon Street, andassociated with two of the devel opers who played
a critical role in shaping the appearance of Brookline's apartment districts. The
buildings are typical of the type of construction sopopular for housing multiple
families during th«s period,, and exhibit a great degree of stylistic consistency.

Staple tolnventory form at bottop,
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MNP ARHTECT g ; OMER (Original)
R3 , 1 Clinton Path 1903-4  Unknown C Charles Newhall et al, trs.
9 Clinton Path 1904 Janes Hutchinson C George W Johnston
2-24 Strathmore Road 1905 Mur dock Boyl e C George W Johnston
R-1 3-19 Strathnmore Road 1904 Janes Hutchinson C George W Johnston
21-23 Strathnmore Road 1905 Janes Hutchinson C George W _Johnston
R2 40 Strathmore Road 1908 Mur dock Boyle C Geoé V.\,‘ohnston ' .
. oo ". 'f_ , i . 7.
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June 17, 1985 DECEIVED

Chor Kwan Leong JUL -1
Soo Ping Leong

19 Strathmore Road ["*ASS HJT.-
Brookline, MA 02146

Ms. Valerie A. Talmage

Executive Director

M assachusetts Historical Commission
80 Boylston Street

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Ms. Talmage:
We are writing in reference to your letter and information concerning the
list of our property with the historic commission. This letter certifies

that we as owners of said property do object to listing it in accord with
the National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

AMTA(Nity/ A
(Mr. ) Chor Kwan Leon

(Mrs. ) Soo Ping Leong

e IN™s



