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The Warrington Bridge is a stone bridge with six arches over the 
Paulins Kill at Warrington. While the bridge stonework is random the 
barrel vaulted arches have voussoirs. Probably built around mid-19th 
century the stone wing walls are capped by concrete slabs which are 
noted as being applied in 1915 (Date is etched-into the concrete). 
The stone piers are concrete faced and estimated to have been so covered 
in the first quarter of the 20th century, possibly when the wing walls 
were capped.

While in overall good structural condition small segments of the 
bridge have apparently been replaced as these portions are cobblestone.

The overall length of the Warrington Bridge is 183'3", but the length 
of the original portion is only about 150 feet. The width of the bridge i 
16 foot with a 13 foot roadway. The six spans are, from west to east, 
19'7", 21'8", 23', 23'5", 20'8" and 17'3" wide. From the crown of the 
arches to the average water level is a range of 7*6" to nearly 11 feet. 
The bridge capacity is approximately ten tons.
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The Warrington Stone Bridge is the largest extant 19th century 
stone arch bridge in New Jersey. With its superlative six barrel 
arches the bridge is obviously one of the most graceful and geometrically 
correct stone arch bridges in the state.

Earliest America bridges, where single timbers were not sufficient 
to stretch from bank to bank, were short spans supported on piles. These 
wooden bridges were relatively inexpensive to build and required limited 
expertise, but also had a limited duration, perhaps lasting from ten to 
thirty years. A stone bridge, in contrast, could be expected to survive 
at least fifty years.

Stone bridges are by their very nature strong, lasting, and need 
little or no maintenance. The stone bridge, however, also took a 
concerted effort to build. Consequently, when a stone bridge was 
erected its long term advantages were usually carefully weighed against 
the necessary added initial expense and the incurred delay in 
construction.

While the small streams were relatively simple to span and required 
minimal engineering and building skills, a wider river, such as the 
Paulins Kill, presented a formitable obstacle to early American masons.

The task of building the Warrington Bridge was made easier because 
of the shallowness of the stream, but it was nonetheless a substantial 
feat of 19th century masonary engineering as performed by local 
contractors.

Probably built around the middle of the 19th century the survival 
of this bridge today attests to the competence of its builders (as well 
as the relative isolation of its location).
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