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The McKnight D i s t r i c t i s located i n the southwestern part of the c i t y of Springfield 
between State Street and the Western Railroad, east of the grounds of the Springfield 
Armory. The d i s t r i c t i s composed of about 130 acres of land and contains over 350 houses. 

Prior to 1870 t h i s area was occupied by scattered farms. To the north i n the present 
d i s t r i c t was open land and a large ravine which was kept green by a small t r i b u t a r y of 
Garden Brook. A piablic summer house had been b u i l t upon the western flank of the grove, 
and a renowned mineral spring was located i n the meadow. On the shores of Lake Como 
(formerly Goose Pond), located under the present Sherman, Catherine, Bowles and Bay 
Streets, there was a black settlement known l o c a l l y as "Jamaica." 

In 1870 John D. McKnight and T. L. Haynes bought the 22-acre Josiah Flagg farm on the 
north side of State Street, east of Thompson Street. John's brother William McKnight 
was admitted to the partnership, and soon three large houses were erected on State 
Street. John's house i s the only one remaining and i s used today as a funeral home. 

Development proceeded with the laying out of streets and construction of houses between 
State Street and Bay Road. I n the spring of 1881 the project was expanded with the 
purchase of approximately 200 acres of land north of the Bay Road and south of the 
Western Railroad. John McKnight was i n charge of the "aesthetic" features, from the 
f i r s t p l o t t i n g of streets to the f i n a l planting of trees and shrubbery. William was 
responsible for the building of the houses. From 25 to 40 houses were constructed eac^ 
year, and they varied i n price from $3000 to $10,000. Five corner parks were set out, 
each graced with a fountain, and a substantial part of the o r i g i n a l grove was preserved 
and presented to the c i t y as a park. 

I n a l l , approximately 500 houses were b u i l t i n t h i s late nineteenth century development. 
The McKnights b u i l t about 300 and sold almost 200 lo t s for others to b u i l d on. The 
McKnight D i s t r i c t incorporates the core of t h i s area. The houses i n the d i s t r i c t run 
the gamut of styles prevalent i n the last t h i r d of the nineteenth century and the begin­
ning years of the twentieth century. In the early years adaptations of the I t a l i a n a t e -
Bracketed style predominate, while a few mansard homes were b u i l t . Most of the houses 
were b u i l t i n the eighties and nineties and as such borrowed freely from the many on­
going trends. These included Queen Anne, Shingle Style, Stick Style, Tudor, and Colonial 
Revival. The general impression gathered from the McKnight area i s predominately Queen 
Anne. The irregular massing, use of towers, multiple gables, mixing of materials and 
textures, and f l o r i d ornamentation a l l contribute to the establishment of a very pic­
turesque s t y l e , capable of i n f i n i t e variations. Thus, through i t s o v e r a l l feeling of 
the Queen Anne s t y l e , the McKnight area achieves a sense of continuity, while each 
house expresses i t s own individualijiyithrough i t s variety of d e t a i l . A un i f i e d scale 
of 2h and 3 story structures i s maintained throughout, and the harmonious streetscapes 
are broken only by the picturesque towers and gables. The d i s t r i c t as a whole r e f l e c t s 
i t s appearance during the late nineteenth century development, and the majority of the 
houses r e t a i n t h e i r i n t r i c a t e Victorian d e t a i l . The d i s t r i c t i s almost completely r e s i ­
dential i n nature with the exception of two churches, a small store, and an elementary 
school. Very few intrusions e x i s t i n the v i r t u a l l y unaltered neighborhood. Near Dart­
mouth and Bay Streets there i s one small storefront, and there are about f i v e brick apart­
ment buildings (c.l910) scattered throughout. Only f i f t e e n houses have been b u i l t i n the 
area since World War I . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The McKnight D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a large, well-preserved, planned r e s i d e n t i a l 
development of the late nineteenth century, and as the location of the homes of a number 
of Springfield's prominent c i t i z e n s . 

Prior to the development of the McKnight D i s t r i c t as a r e s i d e n t i a l "suburb" there existed 
a sizeable black settlement i n the southeastern section of t h i s area. This settlement 
dated badk to the early years of the nineteenth century, and one of the more established 
families there was the Mason family. Primus Mason was a prominent black c i t i z e n of 
State Street and owned a considerable amount of land i n what i s now Winchester Square. 
He donated land to the c i t y for the purpose of a park at the square and i n his w i l l 
l e f t his home and substantial property to found an organization for the care of indigent 
aged men. The organization i s s t i l l f l o u r i s h i n g today. 

Much of the northern section of the McKnight D i s t r i c t was the property of Major Edward 
Ing e r s o l l , storekeeper and paymaster of the U.S. Armory. At one point i t was proposed 
to locate the insane asylum i n t h i s area instead of at Northampton because of the "area's 
rejuvenating e f f e c t upon the s p i r i t . " 

The McKnight brothers were the f i r s t local builders to develop completely both house 
and grounds. They graded and turfed the yards, l a i d sidewalks, cleaned the floors and 
windows, and put i n heating apparatus. This policy was much praised i n the press, and 
other developers subsequently followed s u i t . This d i s t r i c t was also the f i r s t t o t a l l y 
planned r e s i d e n t i a l area of any great size i n Springfield. The extension of the t r o l l e y 
l i n e easterly on State Street to Winchester Square was actively promoted by the McKnights, 
and i t s completion aided t h e i r development greatly. The McKnight D i s t r i c t was also 
Springfield's f i r s t suburb atop the h i l l , development which has continued to the present 
day. 

Most importantly, the McKnight D i s t r i c t (called the Highlands D i s t r i c t i n the eighties 
and nineties) was a t t r a c t i n g new residents to the c i t y . The growth of the area was 
prominently featured i n the press, amid glowing reports of the future of the "City of 
Homes." This t i t l e derives i n no small part from the painstaking work of the McKnight 
brothers i n t h e i r f i n i s h i n g touches. The triangular parks with t h e i r fountains, the 
yards with t h e i r trees and shrubbery, the terraced thoroughfare of Dartmouth Street and 
the b e a u t i f u l grove were contributing factors to the d i s t r i c t ' s success. So, too, was 
the McKnights' policy of s e l l i n g t h e i r houses approximately at cost, and making 
th e i r p r o f i t on the land they sold as l o t s . 

I n the early years of the development most of the houses were the work of William 
McKnight and the carpenters and masons he employed. The most prominent of these carpen­
ter/builders was Michael Maher who worked for the McKnights for over twenty-five years. 

continued 
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Examples of h i s work are also found w i t h i n the nearby Forest Park Heights area. 

I n 1887 the d i s t r i c t received i t s own schoolhouse. Located a t the corner of Bay and 
Sherman S t r e e t s , the b u i l d i n g i s an example of the work of l o c a l a r c h i t e c t s F. R. 
Richmond and B. H. Seabury. The b u i l d i n g i s constructed of b r i c k and brownstone, and 
i t s massing, c o n i c a l l y - r o o f e d tower and broad-arched entrance form an i n t e r e s t i n g com­
plement t o the r e s i d e n t i a l streetscape. 

During the 1890's and the f i r s t decade of the t w e n t i e t h century, G. Wood Taylor, who 
had apprenticed w i t h W i l l i a m Emerson and Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge i n Boston, designed 
several large homes i n t h i s area. Taylor came t o S p r i n g f i e l d a f t e r marrying W i l l i a m 
McKnight's only daughter, and he worked c l o s e l y w i t h h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w i n h i s r e a l 
e s t a t e developments i n the McKnight area and l a t e r i n the Forest Park and Ridgewood 
Park Sections of S p r i n g f i e l d . His own rambling Shingle S t y l e home i s located i n the 
McKnight D i s t r i c t . 

Guy Kirkham, a l o c a l a r c h i t e c t who t r a i n e d under Cass G i l b e r t i n Minnesota and worked 
w i t h Renwick, Aspinwall, and Renwick, was also a c t i v e i n S p r i n g f i e l d during t h i s 
p e r i o d . His most prominent work i n the c i t y includes Commerce High School, the 
Massachusetts Mutual L i f e Insurance Company's Home O f f i c e s , Forbes and Wallace Depart­
ment Store and the Home f o r Aged Women. Kirkham's own home i s located i n the McKnight 
area across from one of the t r i a n g u l a r parks. 

Other l o c a l a r c h i t e c t s who worked i n the d i s t r i c t include B. H. Seabury, George Pyne 
and F. S. Newman. Both Pyne and Seabury l i v e d i n the d i s t r i c t as w e l l . 

The McKnight D i s t r i c t a t t r a c t e d many members of S p r i n g f i e l d ' s growing p r o f e s s i o n a l 
c l a s s . Six of S p r i n g f i e l d ' s mayors l i v e d i n the d i s t r i c t , and James Naismith, the 
o r i g i n a t o r of b a s k e t b a l l , was also a r e s i d e n t here. Five publishers and authors and 
the neighborhood developers themselves l i v e d i n the d i s t r i c t . The house at 80 C o r n e l l 
S t r e e t was featured i n the movie The Reincarnation of Peter Proud. 

I n January 1976, the McKnight D i s t r i c t was made a l o c a l h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , thus pro­
v i d i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r o t e c t i o n f o r the neighborhood. 

#10: 
of p r o p e r t i e s on the northeast side o f Campus Place, then west along back pr o p e r t y l i n e s 
o f p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g C o r n e l l S t r e e t and I n g e r s o l l Grove, then south along back p r o p e r t y 
l i n e s o f p r o p e r t i e s on the west side of Bowdoin S t r e e t , then east along the n o r t h side 
of Bowdoin Terrace, #59 Bowdoin S t r e e t , #76 F l o r i d a S t r e e t , #81 F l o r i d a S t r e e t t o the 
back p r o p e r t y l i n e o f #192 Thompson S t r e e t , then south across the back property l i n e s o f 
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properties on the west side of Thompson Street to State Street, then north up 
Thompson Street and east to #52 Westminister Street, then south two properties, 
east to Westminister Street, then south to State Street and north and south to 
include properties on Buckingham Street, then north along the back property lines 
of properties on the east side of Buckingham Street t o the point of beginning. 
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IN REPLY REFER l O : 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON. U.C. 20240 

H34-880 

Property: Vesta and Alpha Apartments 

Address: 131 Bay St./90 Westminster Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

The National Park Service has determined that the property l i s t e d above 
is of h i s t o r i c significance to the following d i s t r i c t : 

McKnight Historic D i s t r i c t 
I f subject to depreciation under section 167 of the I n t e r n a l Revenue 
Code of 1954, t h i s property q u a l i f i e s as a " c e r t i f i e d h i s t o r i c strxicture" 
for purposes of the Tax Reform Act of 1976. 

Obtaining c e r t i f i e d h i s t o r i c structure status i s the f i r s t step i n 
qua l i f y i n g f o r ta:: deductions under section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act. 
The incentives detailed i n subsections 2124(a) and 2124(b) apply only 
to structures which have either undergone or are about to undergo 
r e h a b i l i c a t i o n v.hich the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r can f i n d c e r t i f i a b l e . 
The Secretary's Standards for Rehabilitation and guidelines f o r 
rehabilicacing h i s t o r i c buildings are enclosed for your information. 

Also enclosed i s a dra f t Application for C e r t i f i e d R e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
(subject to approval by the Office of Management and Budget) which should 
be completed and mailed to your State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer when 
requesting c e r t i f i c a t i o n . Instructions for f i l l i n g out the application 
are on the form i t s e l f . Specific questions concerning documentation 
required to c e r t i f y r e h a b i l i t a t i o n work should be addressed to your State 
H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer or to the Chief, Technical Preservation 
Services Division, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r , 
Washington, D.C. 20240. 

/ 
Since re ly - y o u r s , 

^i/ . V?/ 

Keeper of rhe National Registe: 

Enclosures 



U.S. Funds 
Sought in 
Match Grants 

By WAYNE PHANEUF 
Millions of dollars in federal 

funds in the form of mortgages, 
home improvement loans and 
matching grants may be available to 
the city as the result of the inclusion 
of more than 450 properties on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Robert S. McCarroll, a city plan­
ner and secretary to the Historical 
Commission, said today Springfield 
has applied for nearly $3 million in 
matching grants for improvements 
to property listed on the National 
Register. 

Last week the federal govern-
^ment announced more than 400 

homes in the McKnight Historic Dis­
trict and houses and apartments at 

' the corner of Maple and Union 
Streets have been named to the Na­
tional Register, one of the highest 
distinctions the federal govemment 
can bestow on historic property. 

McCarroll said homeowners 
within these districts can apply for 
matching grants to upgrade their 
property, or can also receive 
"preferential treatment" in apply­
ing for Federal Housing Authority 
home improvement loans and 
mortgages. 

Included in the request for funds 
for National Register properties is 
an appeal for $500,000 for interior 
and exterior work to Tapley School 
on Bay Street in the McKnight 
District. 

The city has plans to tear down 
the 1887 elementary school and 
reconstruct a school on that site, but 
the inclusion of the building on the 
National Register affords it special 
protection. 

Mrs. Victor Gagnon of 1120 Wor­
thington St., chairman of McKnight 
Historic District, said the nelgKBor-
hood is one of the largest National 
Register districts in Massachusetts. 
^ She noted the city has applied 

for $30,000 from the federal govern­
ment to continue work in upgrading 
the triangle parks in the neighbor­
hood and restore them to their for­
mer elegance, with plantings and 
working fountains. 

The McKnight District is one of 
the country's first planned neighbor­
hoods. It was developed by John and 
William McKnight in the 1880's and 
the area with its stately homes was 
at one time known as "The Gold 
Coast." 
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5, (location): Roughly bounded by Penn Central, State St., the Armory, and includes both sides of Campus PI., 
and Dartmouth St, 
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