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The McKnight District i slocated i nthesouthwestern part of thecity of Springfield
between State Street and t heWestern Railroad, east of thegrounds of the Springfield
Armory. The district i sconposed of about 130 acres of land and contains over 350 houses.

Prior to 1870 this area was occupied by scattered farms. To thenorth i nthe present
district was open land and a |arge ravine which was kept green by a small tributary of
Garden Brook. A piablic summer house had been built upon thewestern flank of the grove,
and a renowned mneral spring was |ocated i nthemeadow n t heshores of Lake Gono
(formerly Goose Pond), located under thepresent Sherman, Catherine, Bow es and Bay
Streets, there was a black settlement known locally as "Janaica."

In 1870 John D MKnight and T. L. Haynes bought t he 22-acre Josiah Flagg farm on t he
north side of State Street, east of Thonpson Street. John's brother W IIiam MKnight
was admtted t ot hepartnership, and soon three |arge houses were erected on State
Street. John's house i stheonly one remaining and i s used today as a funeral hone.

Devel opnent proceeded with thelaying out of streets and constructi onof houses between
State Street and Bay Road. | nthespring of 1881t heproject was expanded witht he
purchase of approximtely 200 acres of land north of theBay Road and south of the
Western Railroad. John McKnight was i ncharge of t he "aesthetic" features, fromt he
first plotting of streets tothefinal planting of trees and shrubbery. W IIliamwas
responsible for thebuilding of thehouses. From 25 t 040 houses were constructed eac”
year, and they varied i nprice from $3000 t o $10,000. Five corner parks were set out,
each graced with a fountain, and a substantial part of theoriginal grove was preserved
and presented tothecity as a park.

In all, approximately 500 houses were built i nthis late nineteenth century devel opnment.
The McKnights built about 300 and sold almost 200 |ots for others tobuild on. The
McKni ght District incorporates thecore of this area. The houses i nthedistrict run
the gamut of styles prevalent i nthelast third of t henineteenth century and t he begin-
ning years of thetwentiethcentury. I ntheearly years adaptations of theltalianate-
Bracketed style predom nate, while a fewmansard homes were built. Mst of t hehouses
were built i ntheeighties and nineties and as such borrowed freely from t hemany on-
going trends. These included Queen Anne, Shingle Style, Stick Style, Tudor, and Col oni al
Revival. The general inmpression gathered from t he McKnight area i spredomnately Queen
Anne. The irregular massing, use of towers, multiple gables, mxing of materials and
textures, and florid ornamentation al | contributetotheestablishment of a very pic-
turesque style, capable of infinite variations. Thus, through itsoverall feeling of
the Queen Anne style, theMKnight area achieves a sense of continuity, while each
house expresses it sown individualijiyithrough itsvariety of detail. Awunified scale

of 2h and 3 story structures i s maintained throughout, and t heharnonious streetscapes
are broken only by thepicturesque towers and gables. The district as a whole reflects
its appearance during thelate nineteenth century devel opment, and t hemajority of the

houses retain their intricate Victorian detail. The district i salmost conmpletely resi-
dential i nnature with t heexception of two churches, a small store, and an elementary
school. Very fewintrusions exist i nthevirtually unaltered neighborhood. Near Dart-

mouth and Bay Streets there i sone small storefront, and there are about five brick apart-
ment buildings (c.1910) scattered throughout. Only fifteen houses have been built i n the
area since World Veér |
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The McKnight District i ssignificant as a large, well-preserved, planned residential
devel opment of thelate nineteenth century, and as t helocation of t hehones of a nunber
of Springfield' s promnent citizens.

Prior tothedevel opment of t heMKnight District as a residential "suburb" there existed
a sizeable black settlement i nthesoutheastern section of this area. This settlement
dated badk t otheearly years of thenineteenth century, and one of thenore established
famlies there was t heMason fam ly. Prinus Mason was a prom nent black citizen of

State Street and owned a considerable anmount of land in what i snow Wnchester Square.

H donated land tothecity for thepurpose of a park at thesquare and i nhis will

left his honme and substantial property tofound an organization for thecare of indigent
aged nen. The organization i sstill flourishing today.

Mich of t henorthern section of t heMKnight District was theproperty of Major Edward
Ingersoll, storekeeper and paymaster of theUS Arnory. At one point i twas proposed

to locate theinsane asylumi nthis area instead of at Northanpton because of the "area's
rejuvenating effect upon the spirit."

The McKni ght brothers were thefirst local builders t odevelop completely both house

and grounds. They graded and turfed theyards, laid sidewalks, cleaned thefloors and

wi ndows, and put i nheating apparatus. This policy was rmuch praised i nthepress, and
other devel opers subsequently followed suit. This district was also thefirst totally

pl anned residential area of any great size i nSpringfield. The extension of thetrolley
line easterly on State Street t oW nchester Square was actively pronoted by t he McKni ghts,
and itsconmpletion aided their devel opment greatly. The McKnight District was also

Springfield' s first suburb atop thehill, development which has continued tothe present
day.

Most i mportantly, theMKnight District (called the Highlands District i ntheeighties
and nineties) was attracting new residents tothecity. The growth of thearea was
promnently featured i nthepress, amd glowing reports of thefuture of the"City of
Hones." This title derives i nno small part from t hepainstaking work of t he McKnight
brothers i ntheir finishing touches. The triangular parks with their fountains, the
yards with their trees and shrubbery, theterraced thoroughfare of Dartnouth Street and
the beautiful grove were contributingfactors tothedistrict's success. So, too, was
the McKnights' policy of selling their houses approximately at cost, and making

their profit on theland they sold as lots.

In theearly years of t hedevel opnent nost of t he houses were thework of Wlliam
McKnight and t he carpenters and masons he enpl oyed. The nost prom nent of these carpen-
ter/builders was M chael Maher who worked for theMKnights for over twenty-five years.

continued
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Exanpl es of hi swork are also found within thenearby Forest Park Heights area.

In 1887thedistrict received i t sown school house. Located at thecorner of Bay and
Sherman Streets, thebuilding i san exanple of thework of local architects F. R
Richnond andB. H Seabury. Thebuilding i sconstructed of brick andbrownstone, and
its massing, conically-roofed tower andbroad-arched entrance form an interesting com
plement t otheresidential streetscape.

During the 1890's andthefirst decade of thetwentieth century, G Wod Taylor, who

had apprenticed with W IIliamEmerson and Shepl ey, Rutan and Coolidge i nBoston, designed
several large homes i nthis area. Taylor came t oSpringfield after marrying WIliam
McKni ght's only daughter, andhe worked closely with his father-in-law i nhi sreal
estate developments i nt he McKnight area andlater i ntheForest Park and Ri dgewood
Park Sections of Springfield. His ownrambling Shingle Style hone i slocatedi n the
McKni ght District.

Qy Kirkham a local architect who trained under Cass Gilbert i nM nnesota and worked
with Renwick, Aspinwall, andRenwi ck, was also active i nSpringfield during this
period. Hismst promnent work i nthecity includes Commerce High School, t he
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Conpany's Hone Offices, Forbes andWallace Depart-
ment Store andt he Hone for Aged Wonen. Kirkham's own home i s located i nt he McKni ght
area across from oneof thetriangular parks.

Other local architects who worked i nthedistrict include B. H Seabury, George Pyne
and F. S Newran. Both Pyne and Seabury lived i nthedistrict as well.

The McKnight District attracted nmany nenbers of Springfield s growing professional
class. Sixof Springfield's mayors lived i nthedistrict, andJames Naismth,t he
originator of baskethall, was also aresident here. Five publishers andauthors and
the neighborhood developers themselves lived i nthedistrict. The house at 80 Cornel |l
Street was featured i nthenovie The Reincarnation of Peter Proud.

In January 1976, t he McKnight District was made a local historic district, thus pro-
viding architectural protection for the neighborhood.

#10:

of propertiesonthenortheast side of Canpus Place, then west along back property lines
of propertiesfacing Cornell Street andlIngersoll Grove, then south along back property
lines of propertiesonthewest side of Bowdoin Street, then east along thenorth side

of Bowdoin Terrace, #59 Bowdoin Street, #76 Florida Street, #81lFlorida Street to the
back property line of #192Thonpson Street, then south across theback property linesof
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properties onthewest side of Thonpson Street t o State Street, then north up
Thonpson Street and east t o #52 Westm nister Street, then south two properties,
east t oWestm nister Street, then south t oState Street and north and southt o
include properties on Buckingham Street, then north along t heback property |lines
of properties on theeast side of Buckingham Street t ot hepoint of beginning.
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON. U.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER 10:

H34-880

Property: Vesta and Al pha Apartments

Address: 131 Bay St./90 Westmi nster Street
Springfield, Massachusetts

The National Park Service has determ ned that the property listed above
is of historic significance tothe following district:

McKni ght Historic District
If subject t odepreciationunder section 167 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954, this property qualifies as a "certified historic strxicture"
for purposes of the Tax ReformAct of 1976.

Obtaining certified historic structure status is the first stepi n
qualifying for ta:: deductions under section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act.
The incentivesdetailed in subsections 2124(a) and 2124(b) apply only
to structures which have either undergone or are about to undergo
rehabilication v.hich the Secretary of the Interior canfind certifiable.
The Secretary's Standards for Rehabilitation and guidelinesfor
rehabilicacing historic buildings areenclosed for your information.

Also enclosed is a draft Application for Certified Rehabilitation
(subject t oapproval by the Office of Management and Budget) which should
be completed and mailed to your State Historic Preservation Officer when
requesting certification. Instructions for filling out the application
are onthe formitself. Specific questions concerning documentation
required t ocertify rehabilitation work should be addressed t oyour State
Historic Preservation Officer or t othe Chief, Technical Preservation
Services Division, National Park Service, US Department of the Interior,
Washi ngton, DC 20240.

/
Sincerely- yours,

ML VA
Keeper of rheNational Registe:

Encl osur es
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Soughtin o e. as

ASS I
Match Grant Cocq
alC rants |rng 9<g g
By WAYNE PHANEUF AAAA

Millions of dollars in federal a3l's
funds in the form of mortgages, T s ow
home improvement loans and " cos"
matching grants may be availableto WS
the city as the result of the inclusion 5

of more than 480 properties on the
National Register of Historic Places.

Robert S McCarroll, acity plan-
ner and secretary to the Historical
Commission, said today Springfield
hes applied for nearly $3 million in
matching grants for improvements
to property listed on the National
Regigter.

Last week the federal govern-

“ment announced more than 400
homesinthe McKnight Historic Dis-
trict and houses and apartments at

' the corner of Maple and Union
Streets have been named to the Na
tional Regigter, one of the highest
digtinctions the federal govemment
can bestow on historic property.

McCarroll said homeowners
within these districts can agpply for
matching grants to upgrade their
property, or can dso receive
"preferential treatment” in apply-
ing for Federa Housng Authority
home improvement loans and
mortgages.

Included in the request for funds
for Nationa Register properties is
an appeal for $00000 for interior
and exterior work to Tapley Schod
on Bay Stregt in the McKnight
District.

The city has plans to tear down
the 1837 elementary school and
recongtruct aschoal on that site, but
the inclusion of the building on the
Nationa Regiser affordsit specid
protection.

Mrs. Victor Gagnon of 1120 Wor-
thington St., chairman of McKnight
Historic District, sad the ndgKBor-
hood is one of the largest Nationd
Register districts in Massachusetts.

N She noted the city has applied
for $30000 from the federal govern-
ment to continue work in upgrading
the triangle parks in the neighbor-
hood and restore them to their for-
mer degance, with plantings and
working fountains.

The McKnight District is one of
the country's first planned neighbor-
hoods. |t was developed by John and
William McKnight in the 1880s and
the area with its stately homes was
a one time known as "The Gold









5 (location): Roughly bounded by Penn Central, State St., the Arnory, andincludes both sides of CanpusPlI.,
and Dartmouth St
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