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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Governor's Mansion is styled after the classie
architecture of the French Renaissance, and closely re-
Q sembles Petit Trianon, the villa of Marle Antodnette
A near the Palace of Versailles. The Mansion is built of
native limestone and is elegantly proportioned. A fronté}
portlco is graced by eight Ionic columns which rlse three~
3 st6fies. .
s
The east end of the main floor consists of family drawing
room, dining-room, office for the Governor with private
entrance and butlers pantry. The west end consists of
large State drawing-room, dining-room, and ball-room.

The east end of the second floor consists of a three=room
suite for the Governor and First:Lady. At the west end is
a bed-room, with open fireplace. This room is large enough
to serve also as sitting-room and is usually reserved for
special guests.,

Added to thesgx%our additional bedrooms for family or
guest use; each bedroom has a private bath. All bedrooms
open to a very large upstairs hall which affords ample
sitting-room space .fox the family, thus insuring greater
privacy when desired. A beautiful double- -winding stair-
way -leads from the first to the second floors. On the
third floor there is a compact three-room apartment con-
sisting of two bedrooms, sitting room, and bath.
" “Fhe Tower level of the building is used for service area.
offices and family room. An oval garden is screened by an
evergreen hedge. The grounds are beautifully landscaped
and maintained. Two hot houses provide fresh flowers
throughout all seasons.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ' - [

Soon after Kentucky's new Capitol building was completed in
1910, interest was- shown in providing a new home for the

Governors. The Old Governor's residence had begun to show
the wear and tear of passing years, and a fire had seriously
weakened its walls and destroyed floors and the roof.

The Legislature of 1912 appropriated $75,000 for the erec-
tion of a new home, and the Capitol Commission purchased
the property that borders the eastern edge of the Capitol
grounds. The twenty-five room structure, which harmonizes
in appearance and setting with the Capitol Building, was
~erected on a knoll overlooklng the valley of the winding
Kentucky River. ‘It 'was Teady for occlpany “in 1914. Con-

it cost $91,500 including grounds anid orlglnél furnishings.

The Governor's Mansion was first occupied by Govérnor James
B. McCreary in January, 1914. The Mansion was designed and
built by the architectural firm of C,C. and E.A, Weber, of
Fort Thomas, Kentucky. o

,sidered to be a palatial home at the time of its constructipn,



Public Information.

The Governor's Mansion; pamphlet by Kentucky Department of

The Governor's Mansion; by Mrs. Louie B. Nunn, 1970.
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