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AREA 

DEC 2 6 1989  

FORM NO. 

1638 

Town Worces t e r 

Address 2 H a r l o w s t r e e t 

Hi s to r i c Raiae Lars P e t t e r s o n - Fred 

Gurney T h r e e - D e c k e r 

Use:'̂  Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca . 1910 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t D r y 

Style C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l fGambre l ) 
Three-Decker  

Archi tec t p o s s i b l y Lars P e t t e r s o n 

Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard and 

Outbuildings "o"e 
s h i n g l e 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Condition ^^ry good 

UTM REFERENCE 19/269740/4684810 

USGS QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Moved Date 

Acreage Less than 1/4 ac re 

Sett ing E a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y , u r b a n , 

m u l t i - f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t , 

i n a row o f t h r e e - d e c k e r s o p p o s i t e 

S a i n t B e r n a r d Church 

Recorded by M i c h a e l s t e i n i t z 

Organization C l a r k U n i v e r s i t y 

Date ^ ^ ^ ^ 1980 

Rev ised f o r MHC by M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z - 1 2 / 8 i 



NATIONAL REGISTIR CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Lars Petterson-Fred Gurney Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o i c i a t i o n . I t i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t as a re p r e s e n t a t i v e residence of the middle-class, s t r e e t c a r 
suburb t h a t developed along the Lincoln Street axis i n the f i r s t decades of 
the 20th century. I t i s also an unusually well-preserved, w e l l - d e t a i l e d 
exam.ple of the gambrel-roof form of Col o n i a l Revival s t y l e three-decker 
design of t h i s p e r i o d . The Pettersn-Gurney Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a 
A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coramunity. 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 2 Harlow Street i s a remarkabley well-preserved, w e l l -
d e t a i l e d example of the e a r l y form of gambrel-roof. C o l o n i a l R e v i v i a l s t y l e 
three-deckers popular i n Worcester. The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c side-
h a l l p l a n , and i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h shingles i n the geoles. 
The f i r s t and second s t o r i e s e x h i b i t t y p i c a l l o c a l C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l s . 
A t w o - t i e r entry porch on the asymmetrical mainJ. facade i s supported by 
square oosts and has open balustrades. The porch i s flanked by a shallow, 
two-stcry bay window. A second, shallow bay window p r o j e c t s from the side 
w a l l . The t h i r d f l o o r of the house i s defined by the gambrel ro o f . On the 
main facade, the porch i s defined by a s e m i - c i r c u l a r opening, and i s flanked • 
by a t r i p l e window that takes the place of the bay window on the lower 
s t o r i e s . Large, double cross-gable dormers p r o j e c t from the roof on the 
side e l e v a t i o n s . The r o o f cornice overhang s h e l t e r s m o d i l l i o n blocks. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comBainity. 
The Petterson-Gurney Three-Decker, b u i l t ca. 1910, was one of a h a l f dozen 
houses developed i n the Harlow Street area by Lars M. Petterson, a c o n t r a c t o r 
who owned more than a dozen b u i l d i n g s i n the Li n c o l n Street and Greendale 
neighborhoods; Petterson owned 2 Harlow Street through the e a r l y 1920s. 
The northern part of the Lin c o l n Street area was developed i n the f i r s t 
decades of the 20Lh century as a middle-class, s t r e e t c a r suburb, w i t h 
many w h i t e - c o l l a r and s k i l l e d - c r a f t emiployees choosing to l i v e i n t h i s 
modestly fashionable neighborhood. The e a r l i e s t known r e s i d e n t s (1912) cf 
2 Harlow included Horatio Richardson, a bookeeper; Norman H o l t e r , a 
draughtsman f o r the Norton Company; and Arthur Evans, a salesman. By 1924, 
the house was owned and occupied by Fred Gurney, a yard superintendant 
f o r American Steel and Wire. He and other f a m i l y members resided here through 
1930. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1910, 1912, 1924, 1930. 

L.J. Richards, Atlas cf the C i t y of Worcester, 1911, 1922. 

J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 8/85 
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DESCRIPTION 
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ÛTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







A^&\ASB^^A-
PAINE: 

p m \A y 'VYA\ 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

iVIuitipie Property Cover Siieet Reference Number: 64000305 


