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DEC 2 6 190
AREA FCRV NO.

1638

Town  Worces ter
Address 2 Harlow street
Historic Rase Lars Petterson - Fred
Gurney Three-Decker
U= Present residential

Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1910
Source Worcester House DirectDry
Style Colonial Revival fGambrel)

Three-Decker
Architect possibly Lars Petterson

Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard and

I shingle
Outbuildings "o"e

Magor Alterations (with dates)

Condition ~”~ry good

Mo Date

Acreage Less than 1/4 acre

Setting Early 20th century, urban,
multi-family, residential street,
in a row of three-deckers opposite
Saint Bernard Church

Recorded by Michael steinitz
Organization Clark University

Date ~"~M 1980

Revised for MHC by Michael Steinitz-12/8i



NATI ONAL REG STIR CRITER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Lars Petterson-Fred Gurney Three-Decker possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling andassoiciation. It i s
significant as a representativeresidence of them ddle-class, streetcar
suburb that developed along thelincoln Street axis i nthefirst decades of
the 20th century. |1t i salso an unusually well-preserved, well-detailed
example of t hegambrel-roof form of Colonial Revival style three-decker
design of this period. The Pettersn-Gurney Three-Decker thus nmeets criteria
A and C of t heNational Register of Historic Places on thelocal level.

ARHTECTURAL. SGNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate interns of
other buildings wthin the coranunity.

Architecturally, 2 Harlow Street i sa remarkabley well-preserved, well-
detailed exanple of theearly form of gambrel-roof. Colonial Revivial style
three-deckers popular i nWrcester. The house has t hecharacteristic side-
hall plan, and i sclad i nwood clapboard, with shingles i nt he geoles.

The first and second stories exhibit typical local Colonial Revival details.
A two-tier entry porch on theasymmetrical minJ. facade i1 ssupported by
square oosts and has open balustrades. The porch i sflanked by a shallow,
two-stcry bay window. A second, shallow bay wi ndow projects from t heside
wall. The third floor of thehouse i sdefined by t hegambrel roof. the
main facade, theporch i sdefined by a semi-circularopening, and i sflanked -
by atriple window that takes theplace of thebay window on t helower
stories. Large, double cross-gable dormers project from theroof on the
side elevations. The roof cornice overhang shelters modillion blocks.

HSTGRGL SGNHGMNE Explain the role owers played in local or state history ad howthe
building relatesto the devel opnent of the conBainity.

The Petterson-Gurney Three-Decker, built ca. 1910, was one of a half dozen
houses developed i ntheHarlow Street area by Lars M Petterson, acontractor
who owned nore than a dozen buildings i nthelLincoln Street and Greendal e

nei ghborhoods; Petterson owned 2 Harlow Street through t heearly 1920s.

The northern part of thelincoln Street area was developed i nthe first
decades of t he20Lh century as a middle-class, streetcar suburb, with

many white-collar and skilled-craft employees choosing tolive i nthis
modestly fashionable neighborhood. The earliest known residents (1912) cf

2 Harlow included Horatio Richardson, a bookeeper; Norman Holter, a
draughtsman for t heNorton Conpany; and Arthur Evans, a salesman. By 1924,
the house was owned and occupied by Fred Gurney, a yard superintendant

for American Steel and Wre. He and other fam |y menbers resided here through
1930.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1910, 1912, 1924, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas cf theCity of Wrcester, 1911, 1922.

J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 88
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