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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORISINAL (If knomt) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Henry Baker house was built in the tradition of the country homes
found throughout Ohio which were buil*during the fii
19th Century! These house were Coldnial and were e«

post-colonial homes found throughout the eastern seaboadd states.

The Henry Baker home is unique because of its stark un-Victorian
architecture and because it is one of the few buildings still standing
in the state used as stage coach stops during the 1850*s. It was built
in 1855 from bricks kilned on the site. Most of the lumber used to
trim the house is walnut and was also probably cut from native timber.
(There are still standing nearby bams with solid walnut beams — put
together with wooden pegs.)

The brick structure on the exterior has had only two minor alterations—

a side porch on the rear, and a new front porch. A new chimney (evident b
in the attached photographs) built during the>J1930's is in the process m
of being torn down. The original chimney on that side of the house m
is being restored.

Originally the home had three fireplaces. Oneainteresting feature in z
the architecture is the way that channels for the chimneys begin at on
two separate points at the base of the house, and flow gently to- -1
gether atop a gothic window at the peak of the room to form a chimney 70

at each end of the rectangular house. (The gothic window is the only
curved line found in the exterior architecture.) The third chimney
from the kitchen fireplace echoes the two atop the house.

Of the three fireplaces, two still remain—nne needs to be restored.
The huge keeping room fireplace extends across the entire north wall
of the room, with a warming oven, and a wood storage spot below.

A marble slab decorates the fireplace in the living room, the only
marble in the entire house.

The large dining room on the first floor has been made slightly smaller
with the addition of a bathroom at one end—otherwise the floor plan
of the entire house is presently Intact. The downstairs consists of
the kitchen (keeping room), the dining room, and three other rooms,

at least one of which was probably used for overflow sleeping accomo-
dations.

Upstairs there are four tiny rooms, barely large enough for double
beds, a hugh room which came to be used for a community ballrocxn,

and a tiny backroom with ceilings plastered over the rooifine.

On the third floor there are two rooms also plastered over the roof-
line which were no doubt used for sleeping accomdations when necessary.

In the past year articles about the house haVecippekeed in the Dubuque
and Waterloo papers. One of these is attached. Also attached is an
article from the Cedar Rapids paper printed in 1928.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to histories of Delaware county. Coffin's Grove was named for
Clement Coffin who settled there in 1840—at the time 10 miles further
west than any other pioneer. The next year his son-in-law Henry Baker
joined him.

The Henry Baker house was built in ISSS-~ accomodate the overflow

visitorgywho were stopping. gver on ir way west — their numbers
sweﬁ%g\gy’%e Gola Fggh.gH?t oncfy é'ﬂ(? theaIXouse serve as and
post™fice, but its huge second floor room served as a dance halL™
and gatheringslace for natives of the area for a good many years.

The house is presently located on a gravel road between Masonville
and Manchester, but at the time the house was built this was the main
thoroughfare west.

The architecture of the house is very unusual to find this far west.
Although records are not eomplete, it is possible that Henry Baker
and his father®ih-"law built the house, copying it after the post-
revolutionary homes found in the east.

There are few if any stagecoach stops in lowa which come close to
rivaling the BakerHouse architecture. And it is highly unlikely

that .any house in the state which My haye been built as ear
remalnsyas close to its orlglneﬁ ’\ogr pYan as tl?ls house. gnly a

bathroom has bean added to what was the dining room on the first floor.

From the limestone foundation, no doubt -ttined on the property, to
the bricks which were kilned here, the entire house represents the
best of pioneer craftsmanship.

In addition, there are remnants of barns built in one-day
baim raising—the first frame bams in the county. These barns were
made with walnut beams, put together with wooden pegs. An old lime-
stone foundation with these beams and pegs still stands across the
road from the Baker house.

The Henry Baker house was a beehive of community activity, during the
third quarter of the 19th century. Settlers came from miles arbiind
to hunt prairie chickens on the property. Circuses, fairs and community
gatherings took place here frequently.



1, Merry, Capt. John F., History of Delaware County, The S. J.
Clarke Publishing Company, 1914, vol. I, The History of Coffins

Grove Township, pp. 285-288.

2. The History of Delaware County, lowa; Chicago, Western Historical

Company, pp. 378, 555-556.
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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COMMISSIONERS FRED A. PRIEWERT, Director

LES4JCKLIDER, CHAIRMAN—CHEROKEE 300 Fourth Street, Des Moines, lowa 50319
THOMAS A. BATES—BELLEVUE - -

JIM 0. BIXLER—COUNCIL BLUFFS 515/281-5145

JOHN  G. LINK—BURLINGTON

JOHN C. THOMPSON—FOREST CITY

HERBERT T. REED—WINTERSET

CAROLYN T. LOMBARD—DES MOINES An EQUAL OPPORTUNITY Agency

June 28, 1974

Dr. William Murtagh

KeePer . ) .
Natlonal Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Washington, D. C. 20240

Re: Coffin's Grove Stagecoach House, Manchester, Delaware County, lowa

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Please find enclosed herewith the completed National Register of Historic
Places nomination forms for the Coffin's Grove Stagecoach House, Delaware

County, Manchester, lowa.

We would appreciate it very much if you would have your staff review this
form for National Register status.

Thank you for your courtesies and cooperation in this matter.

Sineerely,

Patricia A, Shay, Secretary

Adrian D, Anderson, Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Division of Historic Preservation
State Historical Department

B-13 Maclean Hall

lowa City, lowa 52242

/pas

Enelosures

OMtd@or “[gWQ a place to enjoy



STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION

This is to certify that the nomination of the Coffin's
Grove Stagecoach Housé.)Delaware CountyjLManchester*lowa
to the National Register of Historic Plac”™ hRy betin approved

by a majority of the nomination forms for Historic Sites. We
recommend transmittal of the nomination forms to the Keeper of
the National Register of Historic Places.

Robert R. Dykstr

Marshall McKusick

Davrd M. Gradwoh

S-S-71
Wesley 1. Shank

Peter T. Harstad

nan



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

January 3, 1975 1, M0j/

I\R/IS. _Kat(EJ C_{)Ie JAN 07
eview Uni

National Register of Historic Places HKnON?
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Cole:

Please find enclosed herewith four (4) black and white, 8" x 10" glossy
photographs of Coffin's Grove Stagecoach Stop. Delaware County, Manchester,
lowa. | would appreciate it very much if you would attach these photos

to the material that you already” have on file concerning this nomination.

Sincerely,

Patricia A. Haddy
Secretary

/pah

Enclosures

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL.IOWA CITY. IOWA 32343
TELEPHONES! S-333.654S/31S-333-41S6
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STATE IOttA
Date Entered B2 Oig7F
Name Location
G*w« 8t*geeo«ih Hoom Manchester vicinity
Delewsrs County
Mt muitf lows FeUs
Bardin County
\
Also Notified
Hon* John C. Culyer i i
Hon a?cnatd 8 &Efark Stats B'Ietorle Fteservatioii Officer
Bon. Hiehaal Blouln Hr. Adrian Anderson
Ben. Charles (“sssley Director, State Historical Department
' Division of Hletoric Preservetlon
. . B>13 MaoLeen Ball
nggtgircl)a;]l Director, Midwest lowa City, lows 52242
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U/1Q&6 0g**-
3rd stoiy- pointed-arched op»inaiBgc in gablesrear kitchen wing; original .
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Built as hotel and. post officej aa,sc served-as jk mpmmunity gathering place™™ne of ttie”

oldest buildings in'"S&™Mat”™ A
with 19th c. interiq
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